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Counsel for Appellant hereby petitions the Court to reverse the Order granting

Respondents’ request for clarification regarding a stay of the Circuit Court’s order during the

pendency of this appeal.  Respondents requested clarification from the court on this matter in a

letter and the Court sua sponte ruled on it as a motion. The Court’s treatment of the letter filed by

Respondents  as a motion to lift a stay has the effect of deciding this appeal and exposing the

minor child to irreparable harm   This appeal is based upon the following:

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Plaintiff is the ex daughter in law of Respondents. Plaintiff and Respondents’ son

divorced in 2018 and had one minor child.  In 2019 Respondents filed in Family Court for

visitation rights with the minor child, which were not granted.  There is no court order granting

visitation to Respondents.

Respondents began stalking and harassing Appellant and the minor child in February

2019 until November 2021. ( Appellant’s Affidavit). Appellant sought a restraining order

against Respondent for herself and minor child on October 19, 2021, in the Laurens County

Magistrates Court due to the stalking and harassment. Appellant’s Complaint for the temporary

restraining order included four pages documenting specific instances of stalking and harassing

behavior by Defendants. The Magistrates Court granted Appellant and the minor child the

restraining order on November 10, 2021 after allegations of numerous episodes of stalking and

harassment were substantiated and deemed credible by the Magistrate Court..

Respondents appealed. The appeal hearing was held on April 12, 2022 in the Laurens

County Circuit Court. Respondents alleged that the order was void for vagueness and lacked

subject matter jurisdiction as it related to the minor child.  Appellants defended against those



claims and moved to dismiss based upon failure to state the basis for the appeal and lack of

notice.

On April 18, 2022, the trial court reversed and remanded the case for further disposition

without impacting or including the minor child. The Court went on to find that a Summary Court

may issue an order which restricts conduct between the adult parties and Respondent should seek

relief in Family Court if she wished to pursue the matter to include restrictions involving the

child.

Appellant filed this appeal on April 29, 2022.

Respondents pro se filed a letter with this court regarding lifting the stay of the appealed

order on June 7, 2022.  This court construed Respondent’s letter as a motion to lift stay and

issued an order lifting the automatic stay on June 23, 2022, finding that as a matter of public

policy, a court order regarding a child is an exception to the general rule on stays, Rule

241(b)(6).

Appellant now comes before the court seeking to reinstate the stay of the Circuit Court’s

order, or alternatively, to issue an order of supersedeas.

LEGAL AUTHORITY

Appellant’s petition is supported by Rule 241, SCACR as indicated:

1. Rule 241(a)  provides that “as a general rule, the service of a notice of appeal in a civil

matter acts to automatically stay matters decided in the order, judgment, decree or

decision on appeal, and to automatically stay the relief ordered in the appealed order,

judgment, or decree or decision”.  The Circuit Court’s order under this rule should be

stayed.



2. Respondents’ sought clarification regarding a stay of the Circuit Court’s order by letter

dated June 7, 2022.  The letter, which did not meet the standards of a motion under Rules

240 and 267, was construed sua sponte as a motion by this court.  Appellant’s counsel did

not reply to Respondent’s letter by filing a response because the letter was not properly

identified as such.  Appellant was denied an opportunity to timely respond to the letter

requesting clarification by the court’s ruling upon it as a properly filed motion.

3. The Order issued by this court on June 23, 2022 applied the exception that is found in

Rule 241(b)(6)  to the general rule, finding that a court order regarding a child is an

exception to the general rule. The exception provided in Rule 241(b)(6) reads: “Family

court orders regarding a child or requiring payment of support for a spouse or child as

provided in S.C. Code Ann.§63-3-630.  Appellant asserts that this exception is not

applicable in the current case because the appealed order is not a Family Court order, but

is an order issued by the Circuit Court.  Respondents do not have any established

visitation rights with the minor child, hence the restraining order that was granted by the

Magistrate Court did not deprive them of any right.  Significantly, Respondents were not

granted visitation rights as part of the Family Court case that they filed seeking custody

of the child.  The Family Court case concluded in May 2020 and is separate from this

appeal.

4. Rule 241(b)(8) provides an exception to the general rule on stays for an order granting an

injunction or temporary restraining order.  The Circuit Court’s order, as it related to the

minor child, did not grant a restraining order, hence the stay should be in effect and the

temporary restraining order issued by the Magistrate Court should be in effect during the

pendency of this appeal.  Conversely, under Rule 241(b)(8) the temporary restraining



order that was issued by the Magistrate Court is an exception to the general rule on stays

and should remain in effect during the appeal to this Court.

5. The stay on the Circuit Court’s order is necessary, otherwise the issue on appeal in this

case will become moot, as Respondents will not be restrained from contacting the minor

child while the appeal is pending.  Rule 241(c)(2).  The minor child will be exposed to

unwanted contact by Respondents and subject to emotional distress and harm.

WHEREFORE, Appellant hereby seeks an order of supersedeas staying the Circuit

Court’s order that was issued on April 26, 2022 and lifting the order of the Court issued

on June 23, 2022.

Respectfully submitted:

s/ Shanise Greenfield
Shanise Greenfield, Bar#

Greenfield Law Firm, LLC
655 H. Fairview Rd., PMB# 358

Simpsonville, SC 29680
(864) 660-9656

Attorney for Appellant

s/ Tamika D. Cannon
Tamika D. Cannon, Bar $72834

South Carolina Victim Assistance Network
P.O. Box 170364

Spartanburg, SC 29301
(864) 301-6455

Attorney for Appellant
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Eugene C. Griffith, Jr., Circuit Court Judge 
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Jamie Hood-Hopkins, 

Appellant, 

v. 

Gregory Hopkins and Amy Hopkins, Respondents. 

NOTICE OF APPEAL 

Appellant, Jamie Hood-Hopkins, hereby files this Notice of Intent to Appeal 
the Circuit Court’s Order dated April 26, 2022, which reversed and remanded the 
Magistrate Court’s Restraining Order regarding the minor child. The undersigned 
received notice of the entry of the Circuit Court’s Order on April 26, 2022. 

s/ Shanise Greenfield   
Greenfield Law Firm, LLC.
655 H. Fairview Rd., PMB # 358 
Simpsonville, South Carolina 29680  
Telephone: (864) 660-9656
Facsimile:  (864) 688-2448  
Email: greenfieldlawoffice@gmail.com 

AND

s/ Tamika Cannon  
South Carolina Victim Assistance Network 
P.O. Box 170364
Spartanburg, SC 29301
Telephone: (864) 301-6455  
Email: tamika@scvan.org  

Attorneys for Appellant

Appellate Case No.

Dated this 29th day of April, 2022

Apr 29 2022
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Appellant, 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that i have served the foregoing Notice of Appeal on the above-
named Respondents via E-mail and ECF Notice to their counsel of record as follows: 

Appellate Case No.

Frank Partridge
Post Office Box 1054
1403 Main Street, Suite 1
Newberry, South Carolina 29108
Phone: (803) 276-6227
Email: troup@partridgelawfirm.com 

Apr 29 2022



s/ Shanise Greenfield   
Greenfield Law Firm, LLC.
655 H. Fairview Rd., PMB # 358 
Simpsonville, South Carolina 29680  
Telephone: (864) 660-9656
Facsimile:  (864) 688-2448  
Email: greenfieldlawoffice@gmail.com 

AND

s/ Tamika Cannon  
South Carolina Victim Assistance Network 
P.O. Box 170364
Spartanburg, SC 29301
Telephone: (864) 301-6455  
Email: tamika@scvan.org  

Attorneys for Appellant

Dated this 29th day of April, 2022



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS  
     )  
COUNTY OF LAURENS  )        EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT                         
     )   
Jaime Hood-Hopkins,    )      
     )      Civil Action No.: 2021-CP-30-0964 

Appellants,  ) 
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Amy N. Hopkins.        ) 
   Respondents. ) 
______________________________) 
        
   
 Appellant, Jamie Hood-Hopkins, hereby files this Notice of Intent to Appeal the Circuit Court’s 
Order dated April 26, 2022, which reversed and remanded the Magistrate Court’s Restraining Order 
regarding the minor child. The undersigned received notice of the entry of the Circuit Court’s Order on 
April 26, 2022. 
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April 29, 2022      

      Attorneys for Appellant  

Apr 29 2022
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Appellant,  ) 
     )                                   
   vs.     )                NOTICE OF FILING  

)       
     )                   
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TO: CLERK OF COURT AND RESPONDENTS’ ATTORNEY OF RECORD: 
  
 Please take notice that the Appellant has filed the attached Notice of Appeal to the South 
Carolina Court of Appeals.  
 
 
      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
       
      s/ Shanise Greenfield_____    
      Greenfield Law Firm, LLC. 
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April 29, 2022      

      Attorneys for Appellant  

Apr 29 2022
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
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_________
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__________

Case No. 2022-000577
___________

Gregory D. Hopkins and Amy N. Hopkins, Respondents,

v.

Jaime Hood-Hopkins, Appellant.

PROOF OF SERVICE

I certify that I have served the Appellant’s Petition for Supersedeas, supporting
affidavit and trial court order, to the Clerk of Court at ctappfilings@sccourts.org on July
8, 2022, to the Honorable Stephanie McDonald at ecclark@sccourts.org, and to
Respondents Gregory Hopkins at gdhop1@yahoo.com and Amy Hopkins at
amynhop@netscape.net.

__________________
Caspian Green
Victim Access Coordinator
South Carolina Victim Assistance Network
P.O. Box 212863
Columbia, SC 29221
(843) 929-4000

Jul 08 2022



July 7, 2022

The Honorable Stephanie P. McDonald
Court of Appeals
1220 Senate Street
Columbia, SC 29201
(803) 734-1890
ecclark@sccourts.org

RE: Gregory Hopkins and Amy Hopkins v. Jaime Hood Hopkins, Case No. 2022-000577

Your Honor:

Please find enclosed, Petition for Supersedeas, in 2022-000577, Gregory Hopkins and Amy
Hopkins v. Jaime Hood-Hopkins. The Petition is being directly submitted to Your Honor
pursuant to Rule 241, SCACR. Additionally attached are the filed Circuit Court Order, the order
signed by Your Honor on June 23, Affidavit of Appellant, Notice of Appeal, and Proof of Service.

Additionally, there is one error in the Client’s Affidavit. The child mentioned, is now twelve
years old and not eleven years old.

Feel free to contact me at (803) 750-1200 ext *6455 or by email at Tamika@scvan.org, if you
have any questions or concerns.

Respectfully,

Tamika D. Cannon #72834
Senior Staff Attorney
SC Victim Assistance Network
PO BOX 170364
Spartanburg, SC 29301
(803) 750-1200 *6455

South Carolina Victim Assistance Network
Main Office: P.O. Box 212863, Columbia, SC 29221 ⬧ 1900 Broad River Road, Columbia, SC 29210

Upstate Office: P.O. Box 170364, Spartanburg, SC 29301 ⬧ 1701 John B. White Sr. Blvd., Spartanburg, SC 29301

Jul 08 2022




