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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 
___________________ 

 
APPEAL FROM BERKELEY COUNTY 

Circuit Court 
 

Jennifer McCoy 
Circuit Court Judge 

___________________ 
 

Appellate Case No. 2022-000861 
___________________ 

 
 

Stephen Woodard .......................................................................................... Respondent, 
 

v. 
 

Vermica Grant ................................................................................................... Appellant. 
 

___________________ 
 

MOTION TO DISMISS 
OR IN THE ALTERNATIVE 

TO SET BOND 
___________________ 

 
 
 Pursuant to Rule 240, SCACR, Respondent Stephen Woodard moves to dismiss this 

appeal, or in the alternative, to set an appeal bond. Respondent would show the following in 

support of his motion: 

1. This is the appeal of a Rule to Vacate in a residential real estate eviction. Respondent 

Stephen Woodard is the landlord and Appellant Vermica Grant is the tenant.  

2. The Circuit Court record is attached as an exhibit. From this exhibit, this Court will find: 
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a. Respondent filed a Rule to Vacate or Show Cause on April 18, 2022, for 

Appellant’s failure to pay rent when due.1 

b. Appellant did not request a hearing, and Respondent filed a Writ of Ejectment on 

May 2, 2022, which was served on Appellant on May 5, 2022. 

c. Appellant filed a notice of appeal to the Circuit Court on May 6, 2022, and the 

Berkeley County Magistrate Court held a hearing on an appeal bond on May 11, 

2022.  

d. At this hearing, the Magistrate set the appeal bond to $2,350.00 each month, due 

on the 1st day of the month.  

e. Appellant did not post bond. On June 13, 2022, the Magistrate issued an order 

noting the Appellant’s failure to post bond and ordering a Warrant of Ejectment be 

issued. 

f. On June 16, 2022, the Circuit Court dismissed Appellant’s appeal. 

3. Appellant served a notice of appeal to this Court on June 20, 2022. This notice of appeal 

lacks the required filing fee under Rule 203(d)(1)(B)(iii), SCACR. 

4. Accordingly, this appeal should be dismissed for Appellant’s failure to comply with the 

rules of this Court, and any other grounds apparent from the record. 

5. Further, Respondent requests sanctions against the Appellant for the initiation of this 

matter, which has the sole purpose of extending her rent-free stay in Respondent’s property. 

See Rule 269, SCACR.  This is an abuse of the legal system, and as the proceedings below 

show, Appellant has engaged in such activities before. Appellant’s acts have prevented 

 
1 Appellant has also violated her lease with Respondent in many other particulars, such as an 
unauthorized pet, damaging the premises, and having multiple unauthorized co-tenants. 
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Respondent from renting the property and he has incurred attorney’s fees and costs.2 

Respondent requests an order of this Court allowing him to recoup his losses and to punish 

Appellant for her actions. 

6. In the alternative, should this Court allow this appeal to proceed, Respondent would ask 

this Court (or the Circuit Court on remand) to set a bond for appeal of $5,000.00 payable 

immediately, and $2,350.00 due on the 1st of each month.  

 
 
Dated: 07/28/2022     /s/ Jason Scott Luck 

Jason Scott Luck  
P.O. Box 47 
Bennettsville, SC 29512 
843.479.6863 (o)  
843.479.7222 (f) 
jason@luck.law 
Attorney for Respondent 

 

 
2 The Appellant has not paid her $2,350.00 monthly rent in full since March. She made a partial 
payment of $1,650.00 in June, purportedly for the bond. 
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 
___________________ 

 
APPEAL FROM BERKELEY COUNTY 

Circuit Court 
Jennifer McCoy 

Circuit Court Judge 
___________________ 

 
Appellate Case No. 2022-000861 

___________________ 
 
 

Stephen Woodard .......................................................................................... Respondent, 
 

v. 
 

Vermica Grant ................................................................................................... Appellant. 
 

___________________ 
 

EXHIBIT TO MOTION 
(TRIAL COURT RECORD) 

___________________ 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA        JUDGMENT IN A CIVIL CASE  

COUNTY OF       

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS      CASE NO.        
 

 

      

  

      

PLAINTIFF(S)  DEFENDANT(S) 
 

 

DISPOSITION TYPE (CHECK ONE) 

 JURY VERDICT. This action came before the court for a trial by jury.  The issues 

have been tried and a verdict rendered. 
 

 DECISION BY THE COURT.  This action came to trial or hearing before the court. 

The issues have been tried or heard and a decision rendered.  
 

 ACTION DISMISSED (CHECK REASON):  Rule 12(b), SCRCP;  Rule 41(a), 

SCRCP (Vol. Nonsuit);  Rule 43(k), SCRCP (Settled); 

 Other       
 

 ACTION STRICKEN (CHECK REASON):  Rule 40(j), SCRCP;  Bankruptcy; 

 Binding arbitration, subject to right to restore to confirm, vacate or modify 

      arbitration award;  

   Other       
 

  STAYED DUE TO BANKRUPTCY 

 

  DISPOSITION OF APPEAL TO THE CIRCUIT COURT (CHECK APPLICABLE BOX): 

   Affirmed;   Reversed;   Remanded;   

 Other        
   

  NOTE:  ATTORNEYS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR NOTIFYING LOWER COURT, TRIBUNAL, OR 

ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCY OF THE CIRCUIT COURT RULING IN THIS APPEAL.  

IT IS ORDERED AND ADJUDGED:  See attached order (formal order to follow)  Statement of Judgment 

by the Court:  

 

ORDER INFORMATION 

This order  ends  does not end the case.                                                   See Page 2 for additional information.  

  

For Clerk of Court Office Use Only  
 

 

This judgment was electronically entered by the Clerk of Court as reflected on the Electronic Time Stamp, and a 

copy mailed first class to any party not proceeding in the Electronic Filing System on                         . 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NAMES OF TRADITIONAL FILERS SERVED BY MAIL 

Magistrate Court Goose Creek
Vermica Grant for Vermica Grant
Stephen Woodard for Stephen Woodard
Stephen Woodard for Stephen Woodard
Vermica Grant for Vermica Grant

06/16/2022

2022CP0801083

Appellant filed an appeal on 05/06/2022. Appellant failed to comply with the Bond to
Stay. Magistrate filed a request for Dismissal on 06/14/2022. Therefore, this matter is
hereby DISMISSED.

Stephen Woodard

✔

✔

Vermica Grant

DISMISSED

Berkeley

✔

✔

E
LE

C
T

R
O

N
IC

A
LLY

 F
ILE

D
 - 2022 Jun 17 3:40 P

M
 - B

E
R

K
E

LE
Y

 - C
O

M
M

O
N

 P
LE

A
S

 - C
A

S
E

#2022C
P

0801083



SCRCP Form 4CE (08/31/2017)                                                                                                                    Page 2 of 2  
  

  

  

  

 

 

Court Reporter:       
 
E-Filing Note:  The date of Entry of Judgment is the same date as reflected on the Electronic File Stamp and the clerk's 

entering of the date of judgment above is not required in those counties. The clerk will mail a copy of the judgment to 

parties who are not E-Filers or who are appearing pro se. See Rule 77(d), SCRCP.  
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Berkeley Common Pleas

Case Caption: Vermica  Grant VS Stephen  Woodard

Case Number: 2022CP0801083

Type: Order/Electronic Form 4

So Ordered

s/Jennifer B. McCoy #2764

Electronically signed on 2022-06-16 18:42:50     page 3 of 3
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 
___________________ 

 
APPEAL FROM BERKELEY COUNTY 

Circuit Court 
Jennifer McCoy 

Circuit Court Judge 
___________________ 

 
Appellate Case No. 2022-000861 

___________________ 
 
 

Stephen Woodard .......................................................................................... Respondent, 
 

v. 
 

Vermica Grant ................................................................................................... Appellant. 
 

___________________ 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
___________________ 

 
I certify I have served the (1) Notice of Appearance; (2) Motion to Dismiss, or in the 

alternative, to Set Bond; and (3) Return to Motion to Proceed without Costs on pro se Appellant 

Vermica Grant by depositing a copy of the same in the United States Mail, postage prepaid, on 

July 28, 2022, addressed to 115 Hayworth Road, Summerville, SC 29486. 

Dated: 07/28/2022     /s/ Jason Scott Luck 
Jason Scott Luck  
P.O. Box 47 
Bennettsville, SC 29512 
843.479.6863 (o)  
843.479.7222 (f) 
jason@luck.law 
Attorney for Respondent 

Jul 28 2022
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