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PROCEEDINGS
* * *
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2021
ATKEN, SOUTH CAROLINA
* * *

THE COURT: Is this Mr. Sturgell?

MR. MCKELLAR: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Mr. Sturgell, please raise your
right hand.

* * *
JACOB STEVEN STURGEiL, SR.,
being first duly sworn testified as follows:
* * *

THE COURT: Madam Solicitor.

MS. HAMMACK: Thank you, Your Honor.

This is a joint prosecutor plea all
involving Mr. Sturgell. He has charges being
prosecuted by our office and by the Attorney
General's Office represented by Stephen Ryan, who is
present before you in the courtroom.

With regard to the Aiken County charges,
defendant Steven Sturgell is pleading guilty to
2018—GS—02—02706, wherein he is indicted for
criminal sexual conduct with a minor in the third

degree. The State has a negotiated sentence of ten
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State v. Jacob Steven Sturgell, Sr. - 2018-GS-02-02706, etc. 5

years suspended to five years active, followed by
five years on probation.

He will be required to register as a sex
offender, and pursuant to the statute for criminal
sexual conduct with a minor in the third degree, he
will also have to wear a GPS ankle monitor upon his
release from the Department of Corrections.

At this time, Mr. Ryan would like to put
his charges on the record.

THE COURT: Mr. Ryan.

MR. RYAN: Yes, Your Honor.

May 1t please the Court. Stephen Ryan for
the Attorney General's Office. This is State v.
Jacob Sturgell with regard -- it's a split between
the Attorney General's Office and the Aiken
Solicitor's Office.

Mr. Sturgell is represented by Mr. William
McKellar of the Public Defender's Office.

Mr. Sturgell is here today to plead guilty to one
count of sexual exploitation of a minor in the third
degree, Indictment Number GS-02-01460. In exchange,
the State will dismiss the pending charges stemming
from the May 11, 2021, arrest and not pursue any
additional charges representing images found on any

electronic devices since his May arrest.
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As you heard, there is a negotiated
resolution. The foundation of the sentence charges
of ten years suspended on five active and five
years' probation. The exploitation of a minor is
also a mandatory registry offense.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Mr. Ryan, your neéotiated sentence is the
same as the State's. That is to be run concurrent,
just so I am clear?

MR. RYAN: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you, Sir.

Madam Solicitor, will you give me the facts
of the case, please.

MS. HAMMACK: Yes, Your Honor.

As it relates to the criminal sexual
conduct with a minor in the third degree -- well,
this arose out of incidents that occurred between
October of 2017 and the beginning of April 2018. It
was reported in May -- or, excuse me -- in June of
2018. The victim in this case was 11 years old and
was taken to seek medical care after disclosing to
his mother the abuse that had occurred from -- his
mom —-- to the child -- to the doctor. The doctor
has made a full report and reported it to law

enforcement.
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The State's evidence in this case -- he
then underwent a forensic interview wherein he
disclosed that the defendant would attempt to anally
penetrate him with his penis. There was some
medical evidence to support that as observed by the

nurse in this case.

This was —-- the defendant in this case was
the victim's mother's ex-boyfriend. He does have a
prior criminal history. He was convicted of theft

and misuse of credit cards in 2006 out of Ohio, as
well as arson from 2012 out of Ohio.

THE COURT: Madam Solicitor, do the victims
or parents of victims wish to address the Court?

MS. HAMMACK: Your Honor, Ms. Hogan being
the victim's mother -- we have been in contact with
her almost constantly this case got reported. She
is aware of the resolution in this case and is in
favor of it.

She is working today and is unavailable to

attend. We probably would let her know as soon as
this plea has concluded -- to let her know about
what the disposition of this case -- that she 1is

appraised of the resolution that was filed.
THE COURT: Thank you.

All right, Mr. Ryan, may I have the facts
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of your case, sir.

MR. RYAN: Yes, Your Honor. On April 15,
2021, Yahoo contacted the South Carolina Attorney
General's Office via the National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children in reference to a user of a
platform distributing child pornography.

An email account under the name of
T ¢ vahoo.com sent four files of child
pornography on April 15, 2021. The 1IP address of
the person using the email account at the time of
distribution was being used in the Aiken County
area.

Yahoo also provided that email account
associated with the defendant and providing his date
of birth, both of which were already known to law
enforcement as a result of the charges being
prosecuted by the 2nd Circuit Solicitor's Office.

On May 1llth a search warrant was executed
at [l (inaudible) Road, Varnville, South Carolina.
It's located in Aiken County, and it's the
defendant's home.

The defendant admitted to being responsible
for the child pornography, and additional files were
located on his cell phone. He has been in cﬁstody

here for 126 days, Your Honor.
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THE COURT: Thank you. 1267

MR. RYAN: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Ms. Hammack, how long has he
been in for the minor -- the third-degree charge --
excuse me -- the CSC?

MS. HAMMACK: Mr. McKellar can make sure
that I am correct on this. Well, I have got the
number of days since he was incarcerated. He did
ultimately bond out. I have to look at the
paperwork. I apologize.

THE COURT: That is okay.

MR. MCKELLAR: He has 330 days on the CSC.

THE COURT: All right. 330? All right.
Thank you.

Mr. McKellar, have you explained to Mr.
Sturgell the nature of his charges and the possible
penalties and his Constitutional Rights regarding
this case?

MR. MCKELLAR: I have, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Do you believe that he has
understood that?

MR. MCKELLAR: I do.

THE COURT: And are you in agreement with
his decision to plead guilty?

MR. MCKELLAR: I am.
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THE COURT: All right, Mr. Sturgell, have
you had any illegal drugs or alcohol within the last
72 hours? |

THE DEFENDANT: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: Are you on any type of
medication that would prevent you from
understanding what is going on here today?

THE DEFENDANT: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: Mr. McKellar, your attorney --

have you had enough time to speak with him?

Have you had enough time to talk to your
attorney?

What did you say?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Is there anything else that you
wish for him to do for you regarding these pleas
today?

MR. MCKELLAR: Your Honor, a couple of
other things he wants me to put on the record, Your
Honor. I will get to that in a moment.

THE COURT: Okay.

Mr. Sturgell, are you completely and
totally satisfied with Mr. McKellar's representation
of you?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

10
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State v. Jacob Steven Sturgell, Sr. - 2018-GS-02-02706, etc. 11

THE COURT: Has anyone forced you or
promised you anything in order to take this plea?

THE DEFENDANT: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: Are you pleading guilty because
you are guilty? 1Is that a yes?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Mr. Sturgell, did you hear the
facts that both the AG and the Solicitor gave me at
the beginning of this plea?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Are you in agreement with those
facts?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: How do you wish to plea?

THE DEFENDANT: Guilty.

THE COURT: I will accept your plea, and I
find it has been made freely and voluntarily and
that you have had the assistance and counsel of an
attorney with whom you stated you were satisfied
with;

All right. Mr. McKellar?

MR. MCKELLAR: Thank you, Your Honor.

Mr. Sturgell is 34 years old. He has four
children. He has full custody of his youngest

child, who will be five. He has a high school

11
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diploma from Ohio. He intends to move back to Ohio
as soon as he can, where, I believe, he intends to
work in construction.

One of the things that Mr. Sturgell was
concerned about is having contact with his children
once he is released from incarceration. I have
spoken to both prosecutors on this issue. Mr. Ryan
did not take a position on the issue of contact with
the children.

Ms. Hammack agreed that she would -- not
seek a joint order or request -- she would would not
oppose —-- and I believe she supports Mr. Sturgell
having contact with his minor children. We ask that
because we were worried that DSS -- if DSS gets
involved, DSS might even say, well, the Judge didn't
rule on it, so therefore, we have got to do -- so we
would ask that one condition of probation be that he
be allowed to have contact his biological children;
that probation can handle all the other children,
not his children.

Ms. Sturgell -- I mean -- I'm sorry.

Ms. Hammack, would you -- I would like

THE COURT: Let me make clear. The victims

in either of these cases are not his biological

12
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children?

MR. MCKELLAR: That's correct.

MS. HAMMACK: That's correct, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right.

MS. HAMMACK: And if I may, under the
standard sex offender conditions, I believe it's
Condition Number 2, that a registered sex offender -
- exXcuse me. It's Condition Number 4 -- says that
defendants can have contact with persons under the
age of 18 if they are immediate family members.

Typically, that requires advance approval
by the supervising agent. It's my understanding
that typically defendants are allowed to have
contact with their biological children provided they
are not the victims of the offense. Because his son
is not the victim in this case, the State has no
problem with him being allowed to be cleared on his
bioclogical child; however, he would have to comply
with all of the statutory conditions regarding any
other children.

THE COURT: All right. ' So I am placing as
a condition of the probation that there is no
contact with the victim, because the victim is not
biological.

But Mr. McKellar, I will allow whoever his

13
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supervising agent is to determine whether or not it
is appropriate for him to have contact with someone
under the age of 18 who is an immediate family
member.

MR. MCKELLAR: Who is not a family member?

THE COURT: Who is, pursuant to Condition
Number 4.

MR. MCKELLAR: Well,I think Condition
Number 4 -- correct me if I am wrong -- Condition
Number 4 allows contact with immediate family
members, even 1f they are minor children.

THE COURT: It does. It does, but it's
prefaced by saying it has to be approved by the

supervising agent.

I will not -- I don't know if I will be
here in five years to prove that. I can't make a
blanket approval at this moment. His supervising

agent will make that approval.

MR. MCKELLAR: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right.

MR. RYAN: This is one other condition
that, I think, he wanted to address with the Court.
That is the GPS monitoring. He understands that
whenever a person -- in South Carolina that A GPS

monitor is required to be worn on the ankle. He

14
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would ask -- there is no -- I don't think there is
box on the sentence sheet for this condition. I
didn't see it, but we would ask that -- Ms. Hammack
is the veteran, but we would ask that it be
conditioned on the defendant residing in South
Carolina.

MS. HAMMACK: And, Your Honor, if the
appropriate box is not marked on that sentencing
sheet, I can come upstairs and rectify that. But
directly‘underneath the line for the offense -- it
should be right next to the box regarding life

without parole. It should be marked, "GPS

monitoring.” It says in parentheses, "CSC with a
minor first or third." It should be in the top
under --

THE COURT: Mandatory GPS?

MS. HAMMACK: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: It's marked.

MS. HAMMACK: And I don't know that there
is anything more than that IT just being a
requirement of South Carolina. It's certainly by
South Carolina law, so that may be something for
Ohio to deal with.

THE COURT: So, Mr. McKellar, what you are

asking me to do is to require -- is to say that he

a

15
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can only be monitored in South Carolina?

MR. MCKELLAR: That he be submitted to his
GPS requirement while residing in South Carolina.

THE COURT: But not be submitted to it if
he moves to Ohio or any other state?

MR. MCKELLAR: Well, that would be up to
the other state, whether the requirement state that.
But I would just ask -- asking the Court to say,
while he is in South Carolina -- while he resides --

THE COURT: Sure. I don't know that that
is necessary -- I don't know that we need to do
that, because it is under the statute in South
Carolina, so it's -- I mean, 1it's -- he is going to
be monitored while he is in South Carolina, and, as
you stated, if he moves to Georgia or wherever, that
is for them to determine.

Is that what you are asking, Mr. McKellar?

MR. MCKELLAR: Yes, Your Honor.

THE DEFENDANT: I talked to my mother's
attorney IN Ohio throughout all of this. He 1is
highly respected. He has told me that whatever the
order 1is down here, they have to abide by it up
there.

THE COURT: Okay.

THE DEFENDANT: He told me to apply or ask

16
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(ﬂ\ 1 |that if I am sentenced to GPS monitoring, to have it
2 {recorded that'I only need it down here and not up
3 |there, because they do not require it up there.
4 THE COURT: Okay.
5 I am not going to do that. I am not going
6 |to do that. And so I just want you to know that
7 |going forward if you wish to continue the plea, that
8 |I am going to require the monitoring pursuant to our
9 state.
10 And so that if you do move to Ohio and they
11 honor the statute of South Carolina, then that would
12 |be that moving forward.
(ME 13 Do you need some time to speak with Mr.
““““ 14 |McKellar about that?

15 MR.'MCKELLAR: Your Honor, one second.

16 THE COURT: Okay. Let's stand down for two

17 minutes.

18 ({Recess.)

19 THE COURT: Mr. McKellar?

20 All right. Can you hear me?

21 MR. MCKELLAR: Judge, I think we're ready.
22 THE COURT: Okay. All right, Mr.McKellar.
23 If you --

24 MR. MCKELLAR: Your Honor --

25 THE COURT: Go ahead. I was just going to

17
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tell you to continue on because I have asked him all
of the required questions. If you want to continue
with mitigation, certainly, now 1is your time.

MR. MCKELLAR: Once he gets back to Ohio,
he intends to try to reunite his relationship with
his child. I have received letters from his mother
saying that he has a very close relationship with
his child, and I believe he wants to be back with
his child as soon as possible.

Once he -- he actually provided me with

“that instruction. I don't see that being an issue.

I would respectfully ask that you set it as a
condition.

THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. McKellar.

Does your client wish to address the Court?

THE DEFENDANT: I just ask that you don't
penalize my son for my actions. He had nothing to

do with this. Honestly, I feel like with not

allowing me to be with my son or around my son -- he
is around me all the time. He has nothing to do
with it, the problem. I mean, I get I screwed up.

I am not the greatest person with my life, but I am

a very good father.

18
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* * %

RULING BY THE COURT

THE COURT: All right, Mr. Sturgell. Thank
you for your input. I was not there when these
offenses were committed. I am not punishing your
son in any way, but it is my job to protect other
children. So that is what I am doing; all right?
With regard to the sexual exploitation of a minor in
the third degree, I am sentencing you to the State
Department of Corrections for a term of ten years.
That will be suspended upon the service of five
years, and also you will finish that out with a
probationary sentence of five years.

You will receive credit for the time that
you have served for that offense in the amount of
126 days.

That will be run concurrent to your second
charge, which is the CSC with a minor in the third
degree. I am sentencing you to the State Department
of Corrections for a term of ten years. That will
be suspended to a five-year sentence and a five-year
probationary sentence.

You will receive credit for the time that
you have served in the amount of 330 days. While

you are on probation, you will be subject to random

19
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drug and alcohol testing, and you are to have no
contact with the victims. It is also required that
you register on the sex offender list.

Mr. Sturgell, i1if you wish to appeal this
plea for any reason, you must do so within the next
ten days by contacting Mr. McKellar.

Do you understand, sir?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Good luck to you. Thank you.

(At 12:00 p.m., the proceedings were

concluded.)

END OF TRANSCRIPT

20




1\\\~ j

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

State v. Jacob Steven Sturgell, Sr. - 2018-GS-02-02706, etc. 21

CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

I, Cathy L. Young, Certified Verbatim
Reporter/Master for the State of South Carolina, do
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true,
accurate and complete Transcript of Record of the
digitally-recorded hearing in the Circuit Court for
Aiken County, South Carolina, on the 14th day of
September, 2021.

I do further certify that I am neither of

kin, counsel, nor interest to any party herein.

This, the 29th of March, 2022
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CATHY L. %OUNG CVR-M
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PROCEEDINGS

* * *
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2021
ATKEN, SOUTH CAROLINA

* * *

MS. HAMMACK: Your Honor, appearing before

you now virtually from Kirkland correctional is

Jacob Sturgell. He pled guilty in front of Your

Honor on September 14, 2021, on indictments 2018-GS-

02-02706 to criminal sexual conduct with a minor 1in

the third degree, and Indictment 2021-GS-02-01460 to

sexual exploitation of a minor in the third degree.

Your Honor sentenced Mr. Sturgell to ten

years in the Department of Corrections suspended

upon Ffive years active incarceration and then five

years of probation.
As part of this plea and as required by
statute, Mr. Sturgell must register as a sex

offender. At the time of his plea, he asked Your

Honor to make a special ruling --

THE COURT: Is the child in Ohio?

MS. HAMMACK: Yes. To allow him to have

contact with his child in Ohio. It"s referenced
under Subsection 4 of the sex offender conditions

that -- that sex offenders may have contact with
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immediate family members that are juveniles, but
they have to get approval by their agent first.

Mr. Sturgell®s motion at the time of the
plea was that you ordered that he didn®"t have to get
that prior approval. You declined to do so. We are
here today on defendant®s motion to reconsider just
that part of Your Honor®"s sentence.

Present for this, also appearing virtually,
is Will McKellar, who represented Mr. Sturgell at
the time of the plea

THE COURT: Mr. McKellar? Mr. McKellar?

THE CLERK: He i1s not coming through.

THE COURT: Mr. McKellar?

MR. MCKELLAR: Adjust the tint.

I don"t know if you can hear me. | cannot
hear you. Something is going on with my audio.

THE COURT: Can you hear me now?

MR. MCKELLAR: I can®"t hear you. 1 am
going to relocate from a distance to appear -- can
anybody hear me now? Okay. Something was wrong
with my speakers, 1 think. Okay.

THE COURT: AIll right. Can you hear me?

MR. MCKELLAR: Same thing -- Judge, 1
couldn®t hear anything. So when I think I can"t

hear anything, | think people can"t hear me.
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THE COURT: Can you hear me? Nod 1f he can

hear me.

MR. MCKELLAR: I think 1 am ready.

THE COURT: Can you hear me?

MR. MCKELLAR: I can.

THE COURT: Okay. All right. 1 think we
are lagging, but we will work It out.

All right. Ms. Hammack -- let"s walit a

moment.

Mr. Sturgell, are you there?
THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma"am.

THE COURT: Mr. Sturgell? 1Is anyone from

Kirkland on? He has dropped off. Okay.

Mr .

the

All right, Mr. Sturgell? Can you hear me?

Mr. Sturgell, can you hear me? Can you

hear me? Okay. | think we may have a --
McKellar, can you hear me as well?

MR. MCKELLAR: I can, Your Honor.

THE COURT: AIll right.

Madam Solicitor, your presentation, does
AG have any presentation?

MR. RYAN: No, Your Honor. I Just handled
exploitation charges from the back section of
nothing to add, Judge.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. McKellar, this
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is your motion, sir. | will hear from you now.
Mr. Sturgell --
MR. MCKELLAR: Thank you.

THE COURT: Please indicate that you can

hear me.

Okay. All right, Mr. McKellar.

MR. MCKELLAR: Thank you, Your Honor.

Mr. Sturgell, my client, was sentenced on
September 17, 2021, to -- on two counts. He pled to

criminal sexual conduct with a minor, third degree,
and sexual exploitation of a minor, third degree.

He got -- he had a negotiated sentence ten
years, serve five, followed by five years on
probation.

At the time of sentencing we asked that the
Court exempt Mr. Sturgell from Condition Number 4 of
the South Carolina standard sex offender conditions
with respect to only his son. He would like to have
immediate contact with his son once he is released
from i1ncarceration.

It 1s my understanding that when a person
is released from iIncarceration and placed on sex
offender probation, that before they can have
contact with even their own children -- at the time

of sentencing, 1 thought that he had to take DSS
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classes. But now, as reported by Agent Wilson
(phonetic) -- who I received from our local office
that there will actually be therapy. 1It"s after
therapy and with a therapist®s approval.

So 1 believe 1 was i1ncorrect at the time of
sentencing with regard to DSS.

He said that DSS maybe -- may be a
condition, and yes, to also comply with, but it"s
the therapist that they seek -- that probation seeks
approval for.

So that would take time, and that would
take classes that will take -- 1 don"t know how long
it would take, but our law and the therapist thinks
it"s necessary for them.

After Mr. Sturgell was charged with this
offense of third degree, he was able to bond out,
and he didn"t have any conditions placed on him at
the time of bond that he couldn®"t have contact with
any minor children.

So he was i1In contact with his son for the
duration of this case. It was a 2018 case. So he
has been iIn contact with his son for a substantial
period of time. And there were no allegations that
he has ever done anything wrong with his own child.

And according to all the letters that I
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have received -- and | forwarded them to the Court
-- that he has a very good relationship with his
son, and they would like the relationship to
continue without this delay of therapy.

Some of the letters that I forwarded Your
Honor seem like they are written from the
perspective that he Is never going to see his son
again under the status quo, and that iIs not true.
And I hope Mr. Sturgell understands that that is not
true. The status quo is he has to attend therapy
first before he gets to see his son.

The letter i1s written from the perspective
that he 1s never going to see his son, and that is
not the case. But we do ask the Court to reconsider
exempting Mr. Sturgell from Paragraph 4 with respect
to his son so he can see his son immediately after
his release from incarceration.

THE COURT: All right. Thank you, Mr.
McKellar. Who has custody of his son?

MR. MCKELLAR: I am told that he has
custody of his son.

THE COURT: Who -- well, who has physical
custody of his son?

MR. MCKELLAR: Physical custody -- 1 think

it s -- Ms. Sturgell, you are online. 1If you could
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maybe, correct me 1f I am wrong, but I am under --
and Mr. Sturgell -- 1 am under the impression that
the child goes between mom and Mrs. -- and Mr.
Sturgell®"s mom. So between mom and grandma.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Sturgell.

MR. MCKELLAR: He has to unmute himself.
THE COURT: There we can. She i1s not -- I will hear
from her. Mr. -- good morning.

MS. STURGELL: Good morning, ma®am.

THE COURT: You -- who has -- who has
physical custody and legal custody of the minor
child?

MS. STURGELL: Jacob has legal custody;
however, when this all occurred, he came back to
Ohio, and he is currently with his mother. So he

has been trying to come to his mother®s house and my

house.

THE COURT: All right. Thank you, Ms.
Sturgell.

MS. STURGELL: Yes, ma"am.

THE COURT: Mr. McKellar, noticeably
absent, unless | missed 1t -- and I am asking -- 1s
there a letter from the mother of the child? |1 did

have the opportunity to read through those letters,

but I did not see a letter from the mother who 1is

10
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now sharing custody of the child.

MR. MCKELLAR: I think 1 have a letter
right here.

THE COURT: |Is there a reason that there is
no letter from the mother? |Is she present too?

MR. MCKELLAR: Not to my knowledge.

THE COURT: Do you have any indication on
the mother®"s position regarding visitation?

MR. MCKELLAR: I do not. I have not been
in contact with the mother.

MS. STURGELL: Excuse me, Your Honor.

THE COURT: I will hear from you, Ms.
Sturgell.

MS. STURGELL: I do have the letter from
Cassandra, the child®"s mother. 1 can forward that
to you or to Mr. McKellar.

MR. MCKELLAR: If 1t was forwarded to me
previously, 1 don"t see 1t in my stack of papers
that | have printed.

THE COURT: Ms. Sturgell, did you give that
letter to Mr. McKellar?

MS. STURGELL: I forwarded with a bunch of
others, but I do have it and I can forward it again.

THE COURT: Can you please forward that

letter again?

11




=

© 0 N o o @~ w N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

State v. Jacob Steven Sturgell, Sr. - 2018-GS-02-02706, etc. 33

MS. STURGELL: Yes, ma®"am. 1 will do that
now .

THE COURT: Thank you.

MR. MCKELLAR: Thank you.

THE COURT: Mr. McKellar, when you receive
that correspondence from the mother of the child,
will you please forward that immediately to my
office and --

MR. MCKELLAR: I will.

THE COURT: Okay. So at that time 1 will
look over that letter and take that into
consideration In my decision.

But I wish to see that letter first. So I
know that Mr. Sturgell is on through Kirkland, but
am going to take this under advisement and get that
correspondence. And then I will make a decision
based on that, and, at that point, you will be able
to tell Mr. Sturgell the decision that 1 have made,
all right?

MR. MCKELLAR: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: AIll right.

Thank you, Ms. Sturgell. Please go ahead
and send that to Mr. McKellar, and that way 1 can
review It as soon as possible.

MS. HAMMACK: Your Honor?

12
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THE COURT: Yes

MS. HAMMACK: 1 apologize --

THE COURT: Hold on.

MS. HAMMACK: Before we lose Kirkland. The
only thing that the State has to add to this i1s that
iIt"s my understanding that the child i1s residing iIn
Ohio, and what was represented at the plea was that
the defendant, on his release from the Department of
Corrections, is going to move to Ohio and wants to
be supervised there. | don®"t know that this Court
has any authority to tell Ohio what to do.

THE COURT: So that is something that we
researched after this original plea, and 1 want -- 1
wish to pull that as well.

Mr. McKellar, can you hear the Solicitor?

MR. MCKELLAR: I can.

THE COURT: Okay. All right. So that 1is
one of the pieces of research that 1 want to look at
again, because 1 am not 100 percent certain that the
Court does have jurisdiction. |If that probation is
transferred to Ohio, all decisions are to be made by
Ohio 1s my understanding. But I will -- I will look
at that again, as well as look at that letter. So
at that time I will issue a decision.

MS. HAMMACK: Thank you, Your Honor

13
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THE COURT: Thank you.

MR. MCKELLAR: Your Honor, we are not
asking that you instruct Ohio to do anything. All
we are asking is for purposes of his sentence to
reflect that he be exempted from Condition 4 as to
his son. And i1t"s up to Ohio, what Ohio is asked to
do.

THE COURT: I understand --

MR. MCKELLAR: So for our --

THE COURT: Yes. | just wanted to make
that clear that no matter what my decision is today,
Ohio will have the fTinal decision.

MR. MCKELLAR: Yes. Yes

THE COURT: All right. All right. Thank

(At 10:27 a.m., the proceedings were

concluded.)

* * *

END OF TRANSCRIPT

14
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Sharon Sturgell
[l Sites Road
Mansfield, Ohio 44903
Phone: |- 7052
Email: [ vahoo.com

Your Honor,

Hello, my name is Sharon Sturgell. I am the mother of Jacob Sturgell who has asked that you
please reconsider your ruling on his relationship with his son, NS ctherwise known
as|lY to family, along with his other biological children.

Your Honor, Jacob has made some bad decisions and choices in his lifetime. Do I agree with his
decisions and choices, no I do not and I have told Jacob this. [ do not condone or excuse these
decisions or choices but one thing I can tell you is Jacob is a great father tol. You are probably
thinking as I was told earlier that “any parent will talk good about their child.” Jacob is still my
son and I love him and I only want what is best for him andf8. But when it comes to[fl§, Jacob is
a totally different person. This little boy is his life and the light of his world. That goes the same
with [ He often tells me how much he loves and misses his daddy and want to go back to live
with him. We (Jacob, BY’s mom and I) have explained to[Jf§ that daddy made some bad choices
and decisions and now he has to be punished. Just like when you decide to be mean to your baby
brother, or won’t pick up your toys when told, you have to be punished by time out or not being
able to play with your toys for a while. But we also tel! [ff§ that he will be able to see, talk and be
with daddy again one day.

Jacob has custody of his son and had him prior to all of this happening, came to Ohio to live
with his mom upon legal advice to prevent any problems. [ spends a lot of time with me and my
husband when his mom has to work. [ would bring[lJ to South Carolina frequently for weekend
visits and at times for several weeks. Even when Jacob was out and on ankle monitoringffwould
be with him, going to work and everywhere with him. Where you would see one you would see
the other...they were inseparable. now tells everyone that hew want to be a tow truck driver
like his daddy when he grows up. The bond between these two is so strong and is how a father-
son relationship should be, but sadly isn’t for many children. Jacob would teachllfY things like
what tools are what when he would be working on his vehicle, or how to us a shovel to dig a hole,
how to hammer a nail in to the fence they built...so many different things. Even whenjfis in
Ohio if we have a problem with him we would call Jacob and tell him what was going on, then
Jacob would talk to]Jf8 to hear his side and they would discuss what to do. Jacob was always calm
and reassuring when talking tolf, letting him know that no matter what he was loved. Afterwards
we would have no more problems. When Jacob had Ifthey would play and talk like the best of
friends. will often cry to be with his daddy, but before he was transferred they would talk
almost daily sometimes twice a day and would have video visits weekly. [ would look forward
to these visits as did Jacob. This is what helped Jacob deal with where he was and to do some
serious thinking.

Your Honor, do I believe Jacob is guilty of all the charges he was accused of, yes on some but no
on others, but only God and Jacob knows the truth. Jacob put himself in the situation he is in, so
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he must accept what comes his way. | am retired from the Ohio Department of Corrections and
Rehabilitation, so I know how offenders with these charges can be looked upon by everyone, but
[ also know how important it is to them to have a relationship with their children. When Jacob
talked to me about this deal he took, his biggest motivation factor wasfi} He stressed that to his
Attorney, Solicitor, and Attorney General. He said he would accept the plea as long as he could
have his son back when he got out and to be able to have contact with him while incarcerated. I
could understand your decision had [l been an alleged victim, but he was NOT. 1 also have read
and spoke to several Attorney friends who has said that Jacob should be allowed to have or be
around his biological children as long as they were not victims in his case.

Please reconsider your decision and allow Jacob to continue to have a relationship whit his son
and later have him back. If not I truly feel by not allowing this relationship one innocent little boy
will be severely hurt, and devastated beyond words and the father —son relationship may be lost
forever. This would be devastating also for Jacob because this little boy is his reason to fight to
change and become a better man and a reason to look to the future.

So in closing, please take into consideration the words of the others (friends, family, and his
bondsman) and please let Jacob and M have the father-son relationship that they both need. Please
don’t take away Jacob’s light. Thank you for your time and your consideration in this matter. May
God bless you.

Sharon Sturgell
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Your Honor,

My name is Cassandra Fico. | am the mother of Jacob Strudel’s youngest son, or
as we call him . I am writing to let you know that currently is living with me in Ohio, and
he also spends a large amount of time with Jacob’s mom and dad. Jacob has custody of but
upon legal advice came to live with me temporarily.

Jacob and P has a very close father and son relationship. If you or anyone would ask where
he would like to be or who he would like to live with, he will quickly tell you, “my daddy”.
will often cry asking to go back to his daddy, and that he loves and misses him.

While Jacob was out and on ankle monitor Jacob’s mom would often take to spend a weekend
or even several weeks with his dad. There was never any problems while he was in his father’s
care.

Jacob and 8 are good for each other, and | feel that it would be in the best interest for both of
them to allow this relationship going. | feel it would have devastating effects on both of them if
you were to sever this close, loving father relationship.

Jacob is still a powerful influence with . He will talk to him if I have a problem with him and
help him to understand why | may say no to something or have him do something he doesn’t want
to do like clean his room, or not fight with his baby brother...just so many things. He is still a
good father and he never misses the chance to tell jg§ how much he loves, misses and how proud
he is of him. So I ask that you please seriously reconsider your decision to keeping them apart.

If you want to talk to me or to [l for that matter, please call me at ||j-8463. Thank you for
your time and consideration.

Cassandra Fico
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To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing this letter for Jacob Sturgell. 1know that there is a lot going on right now with Jacob.
I would like you to know that Jacob is a different man when he has his son with him. Jacob is a
great dad, and he really is a totally different person when he is with [l (his son is (JS. 1B

This little boy love his daddy so much. [ know if it came down to it Jacob would lay his life down
for his son. I am not asking for anyone to forgive Jacob for what he has done, I'm just asking you
to please let Jacob see his son and be a part of his life even while he is incarcerated.

There are a lot Jacob’s life that is messed up but I have seen that when is with him things seem
to calm down. He is a great dad, and again [ am not asking for you to excuse what he has done
just please for [#¥'s sake let them see each other and be a part of each other’s life, misses his
daddy and I’ve seen the hurt this little boy has because he want to see and be with his daddy.

If you would like to talk to me please feel free to call me. Thank you for taking the time to read
this letter.

Carla Lee (Jacob Sturgell’s aunt) [ -8997
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To Whom [t Concemns,

I am writing this on behalf of 2 persons very dear to me, Jacob Sturgell and his son [§.

Yes, I'll be the first to speak up and say he has a fairly colorful track record and hasn't always
made the best decisions, but honestly, who has? I know I haven't. But this isn't about that. No,
this is about something far more complex than that. This is about helping to determine 2 people’s
future and how they live out the rest of their lives.

One thing about Jacob that I can say with complete certainty is that he loves his kids and he
would undoubtedly do anything for them.

Unfortunately, I have only known him for about 3 and a half years so | have not had the pleasure
of meeting all of his children but during the time we have known each other, | have witnessed
more times than I can count the relationship and bond shared with him and his mini me JNg}

That little boy lives, breathes, and sleeps his daddy. I sincerely feel that upon Jacob's release, not
being able to be around him would be detrimental tof's psychological and emotional health as
well as his general love of life. M would be devastated and I believe it would be more than life
changing for him. That innocent kind hearted little boy does not deserve a tragedy of that
greatness so soon in his life.

There are things that will never be understood, and with that there are things that are not meant
to be understood.

I'hope with the decision to be made that it is made with the consideration of the complete story,
because as a mother myself, I know there is far more to this than what simply meets the eye. It is
understanding the smallest things that are not printed in black and white, like the unconditional
love between a father and child that provides the greatest details of all.

Thanks for taking the time to read this,

Jessica R. Smith
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To Whom It May Concern,

My name is Sara Barwick and Jacob Sturgell was my neighbor for about 3 years. [ have two
teenage sons now 16 and 14 that he was always very pleasant to, kept an eye on them when they
were riding bikes in the road and would let me know if he felt they were doing something they
shouldn’t be. 1 feel he was very appropriate around them and never gave me any reason to
question anything.

Sara Barwick
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