
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

In the Court of Appeals 

_________________________________ 

APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY 

Court of Common Pleas 

Mikell R. Scarborough, Master-In-Equity 

____________________________________ 

Circuit Court Case No. 2018-CP-10-05739 

Michael D. Royal  ............................................................................................................. Appellant, 

v. 

Free Kindergarten Association of Charleston, 

The Attorney General of the State of 

South Carolina, and the Charleston County 

School District ............................................................................................................. Respondents. 

____________________________________ 

NOTICE OF APPEAL 

____________________________________ 

Appellant Michael D. Royal (“Appellant”) appeals the Order of the Honorable Mikell R. 

Scarborough, filed March 31, 2022, containing the lower court’s findings of fact and conclusions 

of law following the case’s trial, which, in part, granted a motion for non-suit dismissal of 

Plaintiff’s claims (“Trial Order”).  On July 18, 2022, Appellant received notice, via the South 

Carolina Judicial Department’s E-Filing System’s NEF transmission, of the Order Denying 

Appellant’s Motion to Reconsider and Amended Motion to Reconsider the Trial Order (“Final 

Order”).  This Notice of Appeal is being filed and served within thirty (30) days of receipt of the 

Final Order. 

Appellant also appeals the decisions contained in separate orders of the lower court entered 

July 18, 2022, August 10, 2021, July 23, 2021, June 21, 2021, June 7, 2021, February 22, 2021, 
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August 22, 2019, July 10, 2019, and June 7, 2019, said orders having been made appealable 

following entry of the Final Order.  Appendix “A” attached hereto contains a complete list of the 

orders being challenged on appeal and copies of each are attached as exhibits to this Notice. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

  s/Evan P. Williams     

Jeffrey S. Tibbals  S.C. Bar No. 72628 

jst@bybeetibbals.com 

Evan P. Williams  S.C. Bar No. 101981 

ewilliams@bybeetibbals.com 

BYBEE & TIBBALS, LLC 

735 Johnnie Dodds Blvd., Suite 104 (29464) 

P.O. Box 1542 

Mt. Pleasant, SC  29465 

Telephone: 843.881.1623 

 

COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT 

August 17, 2022 MICHAEL D. ROYAL 

 

Other Counsel of Record: 

 

A. Bright Ariail  

Law Office of A. Bright Ariail, LLC 

bright@brightariaillaw.com 

(843) 814-8805 

Warren W. Ariail, Esq. 

Ariail Law Firm, LLC 

warren@ariaillaw.com 

(843) 406-7528 

125E Wappoo Creek Dr., Suite 202  

Charleston, SC 29412 

Attorneys for Respondent Charleston 

County School District 

 

Joseph K. Qualey, Esq. 

Qualey Law Firm 

23 Broad Street 

Charleston, SC 29401 

(843) 577-3434 

joequaley@qlawfirm.com 

Court-Appointed Receiver for Respondent 

Free Kindergarten Association of 

Charleston 

Mary Frances Jowers, Assistant Deputy Attorney 

General 

mfjowers@scag.gov 

Kristin Simons, Assistant Attorney General  

ksimons@scag.gov 

Office of the South Carolina Attorney General  

(803) 734-3996 

P.O. Box 11549 

Columbia, SC 29211 

Attorneys for Respondent The Attorney General 

of the State of South Carolina  

 

Patrick F. Stringer, Esq.  

753 Folly Road 

P.O. Box 12370 

Charleston, SC 29422-2370 

(843) 795-1331 

pfstringer@yahoo.com 

Attorney for Respondent Free Kindergarten 

Association of Charleston 
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

In the Court of Appeals 

_________________________________ 

APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY 

Court of Common Pleas 

Mikell R. Scarborough, Master-In-Equity 

____________________________________ 

Circuit Court Case No. 2018-CP-10-05739 

Michael D. Royal  ............................................................................................................. Appellant, 

v. 

Free Kindergarten Association of Charleston, 

The Attorney General of the State of 

South Carolina, and the Charleston County 

School District ............................................................................................................. Respondents. 

____________________________________ 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

____________________________________ 

I certify that I have served the Notice of Appeal in this matter on the above-named 

Respondents by e-mailing a .pdf copy of the same to their respective counsel of record, on this 

17th day of August, 2022, addressed to the recipient attorney’s primary e-mail address listed in 

the South Carolina Attorney Information System as shown below: 

A. Bright Ariail, Esq.

Law Office of A. Bright Ariail, LLC

125E Wappoo Creek Drive, Suite 202

Charleston, SC 29412

bright@brightariaillaw.com

Warren W. Ariail, Esq. 

Ariail Law Firm, LLC 

125E Wappoo Creek Drive, Suite 202 

Charleston, SC 29412 

warren@ariaillaw.com 

COUNSEL FOR RESPONDENT 

CHARLESTON COUNTY SCHOOL 

DISTRICT 

Mary Frances Jowers, Esq. 

Assistant Deputy Attorney General 

mfjowers@scag.gov 

Kristin Simons, Esq. 

Assistant Attorney General  

ksimons@scag.gov 

Office of the South Carolina Attorney General 

P.O. Box 11549 

Columbia, SC 29211 

COUNSEL FOR RESPONDENT THE  

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE OF 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Aug 17 2022
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Joseph K. Qualey, Esq. 

Qualey Law Firm 

23 Broad Street 

Charleston, SC 29401 

joequaley@qlawfirm.com 

 

COURT-APPOINTED RECEIVER 

FOR RESPONDENT FREE 

KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION OF 

CHARLESTON 

 

Patrick F. Stringer, Esq.  

753 Folly Road 

P.O. Box 12370 

Charleston, SC 29422-2370 

pfstringer@yahoo.com 

 

COUNSEL FOR RESPONDENT FREE 

KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION OF 

CHARLESTON 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

        s/Evan P. Williams      

      Jeffrey S. Tibbals  S.C. Bar No. 72628 

jst@bybeetibbals.com 

Evan P. Williams  S.C. Bar No. 101981 

ewilliams@bybeetibbals.com 

BYBEE & TIBBALS, LLC 

735 Johnnie Dodds Blvd., Suite 104 (29464) 

P.O. Box 1542 

Mt. Pleasant, SC  29465 

Telephone: 843.881.1623 

 

COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT 

MICHAEL D. ROYAL 

 


