
From: Griffith, Eugene
To: - COA Clerk & Staff
Subject: FW: Hopkins v. Hopkins : Appellate case no. 2022-00577
Date: Monday, August 22, 2022 5:02:18 PM
Attachments: Hopkins appeal Transcript Order.docx

Dear Madam Clerk:
 
Out of an abundance of caution I have forwarded this message to your attention because I was
notified of Ms. Allen’s being out of the office.
 
Thanking you for your kind attention to this matter.
 
Eugene C. Griffith, Jr.
 

From: Griffith, Eugene 
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 4:58 PM
To: Allen, Claire <callen@sccourts.org>
Cc: Shanise Greenfield <greenfieldlawoffice@gmail.com>; troup partridgelawfirm.com
<troup@partridgelawfirm.com>; 'Tamika Cannon' <tamika@scvan.org>
Subject: Hopkins v. Hopkins : Appellate case no. 2022-00577
 
Dear Ms. Allen:
 

I have reviewed the letter regarding the incomplete transcript.    I am certain the recording
only picked up my voice as the court room was full of people.   The attorneys at the hearing were at
counsel tables without the benefit of microphones.    The audio of my questions and interaction with
counsel (I have not listened to the recording) was an attempt to ferret the issues which were sought
to be addressed at the hearing.   Because this case involved a subject matter jurisdiction question to
the court, I did not take any testimony.    I issued an order which addressed the prime issue in the
case.   I have prepared a simple order which I believe summarizes why a full transcript need not be
created.   I believe the order provides a summary of what my order (the appealed order) was based.

 
By copy of this letter via email, I am providing counsel of record a copy of this order

regarding the transcript.
 
Please advise if anything further is needed from me.
 
I remain,  Sincerely yours,
 
Eugene C. Griffith, Jr.
 
 

 
Circuit Court Judge for the Eighth Judicial Circuit
1226 College Street

mailto:egriffithj@sccourts.org
mailto:COAClerk&Staff@sccourts.org







STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA	)

COUNTY OF LAURENS		)		IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

					)

)

Gregory D. Hopkins and,	)			ORDER REGARDING 

)                                           TRANSCRIPT

Amy N. Hopkins,			)

		Appellants		)		

v. 					)			2021-CP-30-0964

					)

Jaime Hood-Hopkins,			)

		Respondent		)



This Court issued an Order of Appeal Reversing and Remanding in this matter, which involves an 



appeal of a restraining order issued in Magistrates Court, on April 26, 2022.  Respondent filed an appeal

 

of that order to the South Carolina Court of Appeals.  Respondent filed a Notice of Partial Transcript Of 



Proceedings & Motion To Request Instructions For Reconstruction Of Proceedings in Appellate Case No. 2022-000577.  Respondent’s motion was based upon notice from the court reporter manager that the audio from the WebEx recording from the April 26, 2022.   The recording of the hearing could not be transcribed verbatim in its entirety because only the voice of the presiding judge was recorded.  The audio of the arguments and statements of counsel were not recorded.  The Court of Appeals issued an order on July 26, 2022 which, in part, remanded the appeal to this court and instructed counsel for Respondent to contact counsel for Appellants and the circuit court within ten days of that order to schedule such hearings as this court deemed appropriate.

	 This Court understands that the Transcript of Record that was prepared from a recording of the hearing which was conducted on April 12, 2022.    The Court is aware that the partial transcript was prepared and submitted with accompanying Certificate of Reporter Penny M. Johnson dated May 27, 2022.   The Court has reviewed the notes taken at the hearing.   Absolutely no testimony was taken at the hearing.   The Court deemed at the hearing that the issue before it to be a legal issue i.e. whether the magistrate’s court had subject matter jurisdiction on not.   No hearing has been held to reconstruct the  transcript as the Court did not base its decision on any facts.    This Court issued the order remanding the case back to the magistrate’s court based upon the common law and statutory law of South Carolina.  The Court considered the memoranda and emails to the Court from counsel which provided references to cases and the statutes cited in the order.     



	

	

							____________________________________

							Eugene C.  Griffith, Jr.

Judge of the Circuit Court

Eighth Judicial Circuit

Date:_________________________
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Newberry, SC 29108
(803)321-1430
 


