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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Dear Ms. Kitchings:
 
Pursuant to Section (b)(2)the Supreme Court’s Order Methods of Electronic Filing and Service Under
Rule 262 of the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules (As Amended May 6, 2022), please find
enclosed for filing the Notice of Appeal. By copy of this letter, I am serving copies on all counsel of
record by email only pursuant to Section (d)(1) of the same Supreme Court Order.

 
The Appellant, South Carolina Department of Social Services, is exempt from the filing fee pursuant
to Rule 203(d)(B)(iii), SCACR.
 
Thank you,
 
Jennifer Baker for Andrew Lindemann
 

 
 

5 Calendar Court, Suite 202
Post Office Box 6923
Columbia, SC 29260
Website: www.ldlawsc.com

 

Jennifer Baker
Office Manager/Paralegal
 
Office: 803-881-8920
Direct: 803-881-8924
Fax: 803-862-1181
 
Email: jennifer@ldlawsc.com
 

This message may be protected by the attorney/client privilege, attorney work product or other
privileges. If you received this message in error, please send a reply, delete the message immediately and
do not forward this message to any other person.
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Post Office Box 6923 
Columbia, South Carolina 29260 


 
 


 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 


August 30, 2022 


 


 


Via Email Only 


The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings 


Clerk of Court 


South Carolina Court of Appeals 


Email: ctappfilings@sccourts.org  


 


RE: Joseph P. Sellaro v. The South Carolina Department of Social Services and the Richland 


County Sheriff's Department 


Civil Action Number: 2018-CP-40-4835 


Claim Number: A3256 


Our File Number: 106.20585 


 


Dear Ms. Kitchings: 


 


Pursuant to Section (b)(2)the Supreme Court’s Order Methods of Electronic Filing and 


Service Under Rule 262 of the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules (As Amended May 6, 2022), 


please find enclosed for filing the Notice of Appeal with regard to the above referenced matter. 


By copy of this letter, I am serving copies on all counsel of record by email only pursuant to 


Section (d)(1) of the same Supreme Court Order. 


 


The Appellant, South Carolina Department of Social Services, is exempt from the filing 


fee pursuant to Rule 203(d)(B)(iii), SCACR. If you have any questions, please advise. 


 


Thank you for your assistance. 


 


      Sincerely, 


 


      LINDEMANN & DAVIS, P.A. 


 


       


 


      Andrew F. Lindemann 


AFL/jmb 


Enclosure 
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The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings 


August 30, 2022 


Page Two 


___________________________ 


 


 


cc: Paige B. George, Esquire (w/ Enclosure, Via Email Only) 


Karl S. Brehmer, Esquire (w/ Enclosure, Via Email Only) 


Lake E. Summers, Esquire (w/ Enclosure, Via Email Only) 


Robert D. Garfield, Esquire (w/ Enclosure, Via Email Only) 
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


In The Court of Appeals 


_________________________ 


 


APPEAL FROM RICHLAND COUNTY 


Robert E. Hood, Circuit Court Judge 


__________________________ 


 


Case No. 2018-CP-40-4835 


__________________________ 


 


 


Joseph P. Sellaro, ...............................................................................       Respondent, 


 


 


v. 


 


 


The South Carolina Department of Social Services  


and the Richland County Sheriff's Department, ..............................         Defendants, 


 


Of which, The South Carolina Department of  


Social Services is the..........................................................................          Appellant. 


      


__________________________ 


 


NOTICE OF APPEAL 


__________________________ 


 


 


The Appellant South Carolina Department of Social Services appeals the 


judgment entered May 23, 2022, and the following Orders issued by Circuit Court 


Judge Robert E.  Hood: 


(1)  Form 4 Order Denying Post-Trial Motions, filed  August 3, 2022;  


 


(2) Jury Verdict Form, filed May 23, 2022 (no written judgment filed by 


Clerk of Court although there is a judgment electronically entered). 
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The Appellant also appeals from all pre-trial rulings, trial rulings and post-


trial rulings issued by the Circuit Court Judge Robert E. Hood. 


The Appellant’s counsel received written notice of entry of the Form 4 


Order filed August 3, 2022, on that same date.      


 


LINDEMANN & DAVIS, P.A. 


 


 


      BY: s/ Andrew F. Lindemann   


             ANDREW F. LINDEMANN #13030         


             5 Calendar Court, Suite 202 


             Post Office Box 6923 


             Columbia, South Carolina 29260 


             (803) 881-8920 


             Email: andrew@ldlawsc.com 


 


LAKE E. SUMMERS #64146 


MALONE THOMPSON SUMMERS  


     & OTT, LLC 


339 Heyward Street, Suite 100 


Columbia, South Carolina 29201 


(803) 254-3300 


Email: summers@mtsolawfirm.com 


 


      Counsel for Appellant South Carolina 


      Department of Social Services 


August 30, 2022 
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Other Counsel of Record: 


PAIGE B. GEORGE #75124 


BARRY B. GEORGE, P.A. 


1419 Bull Street 


Columbia, South Carolina 29201 


(803) 400-1219 


 


KARL S. BREHMER #12849 


BROWN & BREHMER 


Post Office Box 7966 


Columbia, South Carolina 29202 


(803) 771-6600 


 


Counsel for Respondent 


 


 


ROBERT D. GARFIELD #6557 


CROWE LAFAVE GARFIELD  


  & BAGLEY, LLC 


2019 Park Street 


Post Office Box 1149 


(803) 724-5729 


 


Counsel for Defendant Richland  


County Sheriff's Department 







SCRCP Form 4CE (08/31/2017)                                                                                                                    Page 1 of 2  
  


  


  


  


FORM 4  


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA        JUDGMENT IN A CIVIL CASE  


COUNTY OF       


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS      CASE NO.        
 


 


      


  


      


PLAINTIFF(S)  DEFENDANT(S) 
 


 


DISPOSITION TYPE (CHECK ONE) 


 JURY VERDICT. This action came before the court for a trial by jury.  The issues 


have been tried and a verdict rendered. 
 


 DECISION BY THE COURT.  This action came to trial or hearing before the court. 


The issues have been tried or heard and a decision rendered.  
 


 ACTION DISMISSED (CHECK REASON):  Rule 12(b), SCRCP;  Rule 41(a), 


SCRCP (Vol. Nonsuit);  Rule 43(k), SCRCP (Settled); 


 Other       
 


 ACTION STRICKEN (CHECK REASON):  Rule 40(j), SCRCP;  Bankruptcy; 


 Binding arbitration, subject to right to restore to confirm, vacate or modify 


      arbitration award;  


   Other       
 


  STAYED DUE TO BANKRUPTCY 


 


  DISPOSITION OF APPEAL TO THE CIRCUIT COURT (CHECK APPLICABLE BOX): 


   Affirmed;   Reversed;   Remanded;   


 Other        
   


  NOTE:  ATTORNEYS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR NOTIFYING LOWER COURT, TRIBUNAL, OR 


ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCY OF THE CIRCUIT COURT RULING IN THIS APPEAL.  


IT IS ORDERED AND ADJUDGED:  See attached order (formal order to follow)  Statement of Judgment 


by the Court:  


 


ORDER INFORMATION 


This order  ends  does not end the case.                                                   See Page 2 for additional information.  


  


For Clerk of Court Office Use Only  
 


 


This judgment was electronically entered by the Clerk of Court as reflected on the Electronic Time Stamp, and a 


copy mailed first class to any party not proceeding in the Electronic Filing System on                         . 


 


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


NAMES OF TRADITIONAL FILERS SERVED BY MAIL 


08/02/2022


✔


2018CP4004835


This matter was before the Court on July 28, 2022, upon the Defendant South Carolina
Department of Social Service's post-trial motions. Karl Brehmer, Esq. and Paige George,
Esq. were present representing the Plaintiff. Lake Summers, Esq. and Andrew Lindemann,
Esq. were present representing Defendant South Carolina Department of Social Services.
After consideration of the record, arguments made, and the applicable law, the Court hereby
denies all of Defendant South Carolina Department of Social Services post-trial motions.


South Carolina Department Of Social Services et al


✔


Joseph P Sellaro


Richland


✔
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Court Reporter:       
 
E-Filing Note:  The date of Entry of Judgment is the same date as reflected on the Electronic File Stamp and the clerk's 


entering of the date of judgment above is not required in those counties. The clerk will mail a copy of the judgment to 


parties who are not E-Filers or who are appearing pro se. See Rule 77(d), SCRCP.  
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Richland Common Pleas


Case Caption: Joseph P Sellaro  vs   South Carolina Department Of Social Services  ,
defendant, et al


Case Number: 2018CP4004835


Type: Order/Electronic Form 4


So Ordered


s/ R.E. Hood #2164


Electronically signed on 2022-08-02 18:26:11     page 3 of 3
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ST A TE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


COUNTY OF RICHLAND 


) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 


CASE NO.: 2018-CP-40-04835 
Joseph P. Sellaro 


Plaintiff, 
vs. JURY VERDICT FORM 


The South Carolina Department of Social 
Services and The Sheriff of Richland 
County in his official capacity, 


Defendants. 


;. 
.--,; -:-


~ 
- 7 ---Defendant Sheriff of Richland County, Leon Lott, in his official capacity ,:; ::: 


:1 UJ •· 
• :;,Q C,,) 


1. Do you unanimously find by a preponderance of the evidence that Defendant Shlfflff ~s 
negligent? : 


1 


__ YES - Go to Question 2 
--lL NO - Go to Question 3 


2. Do you unanimously find by a preponderance of the evidence that Defendant Sheriff's 
negligence was the proximate cause of the Plaintiffs injuries? 


YES 
NO 


GO TO QUESTION 3 


3. Do you unanimously find by a preponderance of the evidence that Defendant Sheriff falsely 
imprisoned the Plaintiff? 


YES 
VNO 


GO TO QUESTION 4 


Defendant South Carolina Department of Social Services 


4. Do you unanimously find by a preponderance of the evidence that Defendant South 
Carolina Department of Social Services was negligent? 


~ YES - Go to Question 5 
NO-Go to Question 6 


Page 1 of 2 







5. Do you unanimously find by a preponderance of the evidence that Defendant South 
Carolina Department of Social Service's negligence was the proximate cause of the Plaintiffs 
injuries? 


__YvEs 
NO 


GO TO QUESTION 6 


6. Do you unanimously find by a preponderance of the evidence that Defendant South 
Carolina Department of Social Services falsely imprisoned the Plaintiff? 


~YES 
NO 


GO TO QUESTION 7 


Damages 


7. If you answered YES to question number 2, 3, 5, OR 6, then please state the total amount 
of damages, if any, sustained by Plaintiff. 


$ __ ---=3----.c0_,.,0'-1)-'-0"'---'0"---'0=c...,___ ___ _ 


8. If, and only if, you answered YES to either question number 2 or 3 AND either 5 or 6, 
using the combined fault that caused the Plaintiffs injuries as one hundred percent (I 00%), what 
percentage of Plaintiffs damages is attributable to the Defendant Sheriff and what percentage is 
attributable to Defendant South Carolina Department of Social Services? [The percentages must 
add up to I 00%.] [Do not reduce the Plaintiffs total damages based on the percentage of 
negligence by any party.] 


May _ill_, 2022 
Columbia, South Carolina 


Defendant Sheriff 


Defendant South Carolina 
Department of Social Services 


Total 
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


In The Court of Appeals 


_________________________ 


 


APPEAL FROM RICHLAND COUNTY 


Robert E. Hood, Circuit Court Judge 


__________________________ 


 


Case No. 2018-CP-40-4835 


__________________________ 


 


 


Joseph P. Sellaro, ...............................................................................       Respondent, 


 


 


v. 


 


 


The South Carolina Department of Social Services  


and the Richland County Sheriff's Department, ..............................         Defendants, 


 


Of which, The South Carolina Department of  


Social Services is the..........................................................................          Appellant. 


      


__________________________ 


 


CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 


__________________________ 


 


      


Pursuant to Section (d)(1) of the Supreme Court’s Order Methods of 


Electronic Filing and Service Under Rule 262 of the South Carolina Appellate 


Court Rules (As Amended May 6, 2022), the undersigned employee of Lindemann 


& Davis, P.A., counsel for the Appellant, does hereby certify that service of the 


Notice of Appeal in the above-captioned matter was made upon all counsel of 


record by email only this the 30th day of August 2022 as follows: 


 


Paige B. George, Esquire 


Barry B. George, P.A. 


Email: lawyer@paigebgeorge.com 
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Karl S. Brehmer, Esquire 


Brown & Brehmer 


Email: ksb@brownandbrehmer.com 


 


Lake E. Summers, Esquire 


Malone Thompson Summers & Ott, LLC 


Email: summers@mtsolawfirm.com 


 


Robert D. Garfield, Esquire 


Crowe LaFave Garfield & Bagley, LLC 


Email: robert@crowelafave.com 


 


 s/ Andrew F. Lindemann  
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