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0oNSTIT-U?IoN 0F ST.. PETER'S CrlURCi{

Charleston, S. C.

PnEAl,lBtE

This Church shaII be knowr ag St. Peterrs Church, Charleston, South CaroLina
(Act. 36'l), as enacted by the General Assembly of South Carolina in 1929. It
adopts the By-Laws and Canong of the Protestent Episcopal Church of the United
States of America and of the Diocese of South CaroLina,

AR?ICIE I
ryTIBS AND COI'POSIIION Or THE YESTRI- -
All thetomporal interests and affairs of this corporation shall be governed and
controlled by the Vestry, which shall be conposed of the Bector of the Church,
who shal1 be chaiflnan of the Vestry, the Assistant Rector, if there be one, tuo
(Z) Wardens and thirteen (t3) Vestrypersons, who shall be noainated and elected
as provided in Article III.

ARTICTE II
ANNUAT MEETINqS

Section 1 - PUBPOSE

An annual Congregational Meeting shalI be held in the Parieh House or other
suitable locaiion on the second Monday in January or as soon thereafter as

practical. At this tine any oId. or new bnrsiness nay be brought before the
bongregotion. by the Bector, Vestrly or any member fulfilling th,e requirenents
of SecIion 3 oi this Articie. Aleo at thie neeting those in charge of the
various activities of the Church shall subnit their r.ritten reports. The

Vestry shal1 subnit the Budget for action by the Congregatiol._ Vestryper8orlsr
DeLegltes and their Alternates to the Diocesan Convention and Deanery shall
be elected at this time.

Section 2 - GEI{ERAL

The Rector shall preside at all Congregational Meetings. fn_his absence the
Assistant Bector if there be one, t[e Senior ltlarden, or the Junior Warden eha].l
preside at any meeting in that order. Special meetings of-the Congregation ngy

be ca1led. when deened necessary by the Rector, and he shall be required.tg 
"?11.a Congregational Meeting at any tine upon the written regueBt of two-thirds (1O)

of th6 VIstry. Any business nay be transacted at any congregational meeting.

Section 3 - V0TER 8EQUIREMB\HS

Anv oerson who is a Cornurunieant of thie Parish and wtro has attained the age of

"ilrr["""-ir Ai y"*s on or prior to the date of any given CongregationaL Meeting

shal1 be eS.igible for voice and vote'
Section l+ - MEfH0D 0F VO?ING

The Ward.ens Ehall be in charge of the elections, or sueh TelLere as uay be

appointed by the presiding officer. voting in eleetions f6p vestrypprpgnp-shall
UL'ry seorel ba[Lt and t[ose reeeiving the maJority of votes cast Bharl be

decGred eLected. Voting on business natters may be by vote or by secret
bal1ot, at the decretion of the presiding officer'

ABTICLE III
ET,ECTToN 0F gl{E vE$Tlf,mNs
Nominations for vestrypersons shalL be from the floor. other noninations nay

be subnitted by a nominating committee duly appointed W !ft" Restor' five (5)

V."trfp""rorr, ,fr"ff t" "f""ied 
to serve terns of three (3) years each'



ARTICLE III - Ccnti:rued

section 2 - EgQuJnqq}lTs. roR-vEglSEEEBEqIg

?o be eligible for clection to the.Vestry any person of good charaeter mrst have
attained {he age of twenty-one (21) yearsl have been a Comrnunicant' of this Parish
for at least six (6) months prior to eleetionl eomnunicated at least three tiues
during the preceding year; paid at least 5A/, of his pledge of the preceding year,
and his made a pled[e of financial support to the Parish for the forthcorning
ye&.r. No person snaff be eligible foi re-election after his term of office has

Lxpired rrrri:.t one (1) year has elapsed from the date of said expiration; how-ever,

u pu"uot, duly elected lo serve out the unexpired term of another nenber oay be

elected to a fu1l three (3) year termuithout vaiting one (t) year. Women shal1
be permitted to serve on the-Vestry, however the number sha1l be linited to three
(f) in any one year.

Section 3 - EIECTI0N 0F lrARDEllS

The Wardens shaLl be elected at the Organizational- Meeting of the Vestry by the
V"rt"yl tne Senior Warden upon nomination by the Bector, and the Junior Warden

,por, ,ro*ination from tho flLor. In the event there is no Reetor the Senior irlar-

dln shalL be nominated from the floor. Eleven (1t) members shall constitute a

;;;; for election of lfardens. Election sha.Il be W secret ballot' Wardens

,nrff serve for one (t) year and. until their successors are elected, and may be

noninated and elected to suceessive terrns.

Ifardens nn:st be Vestrypersons elected by an Annual Congregational Meeting' and

must have served as a VestrJperson of tire Parish for a{ I'east tvo (l) years'

Section 5 - PJIBtf.o ANI{oUNcEt'ffiNT

Section two (2) of Article III shal1 be read at each Congregational Meeting prior
to the eall for nominations,

ARTrqtE -IV
ET,ECTIQN oF -pIoCE$jiN 

CoIMENTIoN DmEqiIEq

four (/*) delegates and four (4) atlernates to the Diocesan Convention shaLl be

elected, at the Annual Meeting of-the Congregation. At least eight (8)- members

sha1l be norninated includ.ing the Senior ind-Junior Wardens. Ballots shal1 be

"rrt-r"i ;i,f,|..Ui-d;i{;t;"I m" rour (/*).recej.ving th.e highest.nunbar of votes

sha1l be declar"a Jui"Eutu". The four'(4) *"""iving the-next hi-ghest nuraber-of

votes shal-l be the Alternates. In the ease that a iu1l delegation of those duly

elected cannot ".pr"ru"l 
tnir p*ish at the Diocesan Convention others may be

etected by the Veitry or appointed by the Bector'
ASrIttg y

qglroN- or -.canrryroll DPruERv DETEGAT.ES

four (/*) dclego"tcs. pha]l be elected to the CharLeston Deanerlr at the Annual Con-

gregatiopar lqeetiig;tit-r".pi.;;" shall be.a r'roman and one may be a coranu'ricant

u:rder 18 years;il;; i' itt" u"u"i-*y-of the delegates are unable to attend

the Deanery Convoc"[io", the Rector sha1l appoint an Alternate'

ABTICIjE VI

VESTRY I'{EETINGS

-

Section 1 - lBmUmCY

The Vestry shal1 meet each rnonth and shalI be

Chairman whencver he shal1 deem it necessary'
by any three (3) members thereof'

convened at other tines bY lts
or r.rhenever he sh^ail be requested



ABTICTE VI - Section 2 - QUORU4

Eight (8) members, at least one (1) of whom shal-l be a Wardenr shall constitute
a Quorun for all business, and all questions shaIl be determined by a majority
of those present, except upon the election of a Rector, or on natters involving
an alteration or anendments to this Constitution. In such ease.r. a vote of tuo-
thirds (tO) of the Vestry shall be required,

Section 3 - NOTIFICATION

All members of the Vestry shaLl be notified by the Secretary of the tirne and pi.aco
of all meeti-ngs.

ABTICLE VII
vryRY MEI\0B{EEHTP F-0RqE]TUBEg.

Any member of the Vestry who is absent from three (l) consecutive regular neeti.ngs
of the Vestry, unless absent from the city, confined to his home due to illness,
or absent d.ue to his job or business, forfeits his place on the Vestry. The Chair-
man of the Vestry shalL deelare his place forfeited and sha11 proceed to elect
another corrununicant to fill the unexpi.red term in accordance with Article lrJfI.

ART4CIE Vrrr
YES?RY VACANCIES

ARTICLE IX

GOI,EBNMT,NT OF THIS PARISH

In case of a vacaney in the Vestryr or of a tr^Iarden an election by the Vestry
to fill the unexpired term sha11 be held r*ithin sixty (60) days after the occurance
of the vacancy. The neu member shal1 possess the qualifications outlined in
Article IIf, Section 2 or 4,

The Vestry sha11 compose sueh By-Laws that are
and expedient for the governnent of this Church

consistent with this Constitution
and the dispatch of its business.

AB.TICLE X

AM$I\IDMENTS T0 THE CONSTITUTI0N

This Constitutlon shall not be amended or changed until the proposed amendment
has been subreitted in r"riting to the Vestry. They shaII pass upon it, as pro-
vided in Article VI Section 2, and sha1l give at least thirty (30) aays r^ritten
notice of the same to the Congregation before it can be voted upon by the con-
gregation.

This Constitution was anended at the Congregational Meeting on January 15, 1977
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