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Charlestonr 6. C.

PREAI'{BLE

This Church shall be known as St. Peterte Chureh, Charleston, South Carollna(Aet. 367), as enacted by the Goneral Asaemb\y oi South Ceroiina ln 1929. It
adopto the By-Lawe and Canons of the Protestant Epleeopa.L Church of the Unlted
States of Ameriea and of the Dioeeee of South Carotina.

ARTICTE I-
All the tomporaL interests and affaire of thia corporatJ.on aniff be governed and
controlled by the Veetry, shieh shal1 be eomposed of the Rector of tha Chureh,
vho shalL be chairman of the Veatry, the Assist€.nt Rector, lf there be one, two
(a) Hardene and, thirteen (t3) Veetrlperaone, who ehall be noninated and elacted
ae provided in Artlele III.

ARTICTE II
ANNUAT MEETII{Gs .--

t*tt"r 1 - trnPOSE

An annual Congregational Meeting eha11 be held ln the Pariah Houee or other
ruitable location on ths eeeond ilonday ln January or aB Eoon theroafter ag
practieal. At this time any old or nsr brusiness Day be brought before the
Congregation, by the Reetor, Vestry or any member fulfllling the requirenente
of Section 3 of this Arti.c1a. Also at this neeting those in eharga of the
various activities of the Church shalL submit their written reporta, the
Veetry B}ra"l1 submit the Budget for actlon by the Congregation. VestryperBoEBr
De-legates and thelr Alternatee to the Diocesan Convention shall
be elected at thie ti-me.

Section 2 - GENERAt

The Reetor ehal1 preoide at all Congregational Meatlnga. fn his abeenee the
Aeslstsnt Rector if there be one, t[e Senior Wardenl or the Junlor Wardeu ehail.'
preside at any meeting ln that order. Speelal meetinge of the Congregatlon uay
be calIed when deemed necessary b'y the Reetor, and he shaLl be requlred to eall
a CongregatLonal Meeting at ar+ ti.me upon the rrrltten requeat of iwo-ttrlrtls (10)
of the Veetry. Any busineas nay be transacted at ar\y congregational neeting.

Seotion 3 - VOIEA, REQUIRII'IENIS

Arly person who le a Conmunieent of this Parlsh and uho has attained the oB€ of
eighieen (tB) year6 on or prlor to the date of any given Congregatlonal Meetlng
shalI be e1-lgib1e for volce and vote. !

Section 4 - WUTOD Of' VOIINO

The llardens ehaLl be in eharge of the eleetlons, or Bueh Tellers ae nay bo
appolnted by the presidl-ng offieer. Voting ln eleetiono fe1. Vestryperpenp pha!!
tb- Uy seeret ballot and those reeeivlng the maJorlty of votea east- -shal} be
deelared eleeted. Voting on business mattero may be by vote or by gecret
ballot, at the deeretion of the preaiding offieer.

ARTICT,E III
E,ECTION Otr' TTIE VE-STRY

tls

Nominations for Veetrypereona shol_l be frora the flqor. Other nominati-ons
be eubmitted by a nominating eommittee du$ appointed ry_!h" Rector. I'lve
Veatrypergons ihaIl be elec{od to Eerva terme of three (3) yeara Q&chr

nay
( r)



ABI{CIE III - Continued
Section 2 -

T:.8 eligible for eleetlon to the.Veetry Bny person of good eharaeter mret haveattalnecl the age of.twenty-one (Zf 1 y"u"i; hlve been a Cornnunleant of thls parl.ah
for at leaet eLx (6) months prlor to- elecilon; eommnrnleated at leaat three tlmesdurlng the praceFlg y""rl 

. 
pnia at 1eest SOft ot hts pledge of the preeedlng year,

and haa made a pledge of flnanelal support to the Pailsh for the flrtheornlig
fao.rr -No 

person ahall be eliglble for- re-electlon after hle term of offlee hasexpired untll oI" 11) year has elapsed from the date of eald expiratlon, horevor,
a p€rson duly aleeted to Berve out the unexpired term of another membel1ay bB
eleeted to a full tlrree \3) ye.ar term ulthout u"itlng one (1) year. ..

Seetion 3 - EI,ECTI0!I_0F HARDENS

The Wardens shall be eleeted at the orgnnizationol Heeting of tha Veatry by tho
Veatry, the Senior l,larden upon nomination by the Rector, ana ttre Junl.or tlarden
upon nomi:ration from tho floc'r. In bhe event there l-s no Reetor the genior Har-
den eha11 be nominated from the floor. Eleven (11) memUera ehall eonatltute s
quorum for election of Wardens. Eleetlcn shall be W secret baflot. l{ardeng
sha1l Eerve for one (1) year and until their Bueceoeora are elected, and nay be
nominatsd and elected to sueeessive termg.

Section 4 - flXQUIRE'IEIITS fOR }IARDUIS

l{ardens muet be Vestrypersons eleeted b1 an flnnunl Congregntional Meeting, and
muet have served as a Vestryperson of the Parish for a[ least tuo (2) years.

Section 5 - PUBLIC .ANNOUI{CIIlEl{I.

Seetion two (Z) of Article III shal1 be read ab each Congregntlonal Heeting prlor
to the eall for nordnations.

ANIICI,E IV

EIECTI0N 0F Ql:oCEs$N C0NVENI'ION DE$GATES

four (/+) dolegaboa ancl four \trl nt"lerrrntea to tlro ljloeesnrr Cotrventlon shall be
elscted at the Annual Meeting of the Congregation. At least eight (8) membera
ehal1 be nominated .i Bellots sholl be
east for four (4) delegates. The four (t-) reeeivirrg thc highest nunbor of votee
shall be deelared delegates, Tlte four Ur) re.r:eiving the nexb hlgheob numb€r of
votes shall be the Alternabee.

ARTIOLE V

E,I,0II0N 0F CI4RLESTOII DEATEnY DETEGATES

four t/*). dclogntcs -sha11 be eleeted to the Charleeton Doanery at the Annual Con-

sregatlonal Meetisg. At lecst one shall be. a uornan nnd on" ,Ly be a Comrmnleant
g9

inalr iB'yoo"n or lge. In the event any oi' the delegatee are unable to attend'
the Deanery Convocation, the Roetor shall appoint an Alternate.

$RIrgLE vI
VESTRT }IEETII{GS

Section 1 - IIiIjIUIIIUI

The VeoLry sha11 moot enelt trt'ttth "lt'1 ntrrrl I be

Chajrrnan whelrevcr ltr: slrql:l tlq:cm iL lrtcesEnry,
W any tltree (:) mentbero tltereof .

ecnvened nt, other tlmee bY lts
or whenever he etralf bo requeated

I

t



;- -3-
AnfICtE YI - Section 2 - qUOIUJl.t

Eight (tl) nembers, at leasL one (t) of uhom sha1l be a llarden, shall eonetitute
a Quorun for all busi.nesa, snd aIL queeLions sha].l b,e deterrnl,ned ty a oaJorlty
of thoee preeent, exeept upon the eleetion of a Raetor, or on nattere lnvolrtng
an alteratlon or amendmento to this Conatitutlon. In sueh eaae, a vote of tuo ttdrdg
(10) of the Yeatry shel.r be required.

Section 3 - N0TIF'IUAIIOI|

All nembers of the Yeetry sha1l be notified ty
of all meeti:rgsrother than regular\y echeduled

AAIIOLE VII
YESIRY MEI'{BEJTSIIP T'ORI BI MNBS

6.igat,eerrtfrom25,fioftheregu1armeet1nggofthe
Vostry during a ealendar ye&r, unlese the Reetor or Senior Harden le notlfled of
absenee from the eity, eorrfinement to home due to il-lnees, or aboenee due to trugl-negg
forfeits his/her plaee on the Veebry'.1he Chairman of the Veetry eha1l deelare hls
place forfel-ted arrd shal1 proeeed to elect snot,her eommunieant to fill the unpipided.
vEsmlvA0Al,rcms teim in aeeordanee nLth Article TIIIr

ANTICI,E VIII
In cass of a. va,carcy in the Veatry,;;;m-I6den an eleetion by the Vestry to
fill the unexpiretl term shal1 be held rithin eirby (50) daya after the oceurance
of the ,rr*"y. The neu member shall po6ses6 the qualifleellons outdned in
Artiqle III, Seetion 2 or l+,

GoJEENI'EII sr rlrrs pArusu ARTT0LE 4
The Vestry shall eompode eueh By-l*rus that hre eonsietent with thie Cohatitutlon
and e:rpedi-ent for the governnsnb of thie Chureh and the diapateh of lts buglnegg.

IdTIIL)LB X

alglllDt'm,Nrjs T0 THE .COI'ISTIn'TI0N
This Constitution shaIl not be amenrled or ehanged until the proposed amendment
hae been eubmitted. in uriLing to Lhe VesLry. They ghall pasu upon it, aB pro-
rrided in Artiele VI Seetion i, and Ehnll give aL least ttrirty (3O) dnye written
notiee of tho ss-rne to the Congregnt,iotr before it ean be voted upon by the con-
gregation.

Tlris Constitution rrns annenrlerl at Lhe [)nn1,rerlational ]leeting on May 201 1979.

NO f'UR'flIEIl AJ'lEllDI.lElJI'S n S oF I el_,r Llary l9B Z

the Secretary of the ti.rne and plaee
monthly meetlnge.




