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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF HORRY COUNTY

COUNTY OF HORRY ) Case No. 2006-6s-26-4735
~ JAMIE GROSS, # 294885 ) . D.0.B: 11/15/81  SSNo.
Defendant, o ) Presiding Jﬁdge Honorable, Steven John
Vs ) Circuit Court J;ldge
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, )
Release. - “F " Motion for Compassionate
. ) " Release for Extraordinary

% Reasons

Corme now Defendant Jamie Goss Pro se. Before this honorable court on a Motion for
Compassionate Release for Extraordinary Reasons. This motion is wri'_cteri pursuant to 18 U.S.C.

3582(c)(1){A)(1), and S.C. Constitution Article 1 Section 15, United States of America V. Linccln

Warrington Defendant, (March 4,-2021) 2021 825400. This matter comes Before Henorable

Steven John Circuit Judge of Horry County Motion for Compassionate Release for Extraorgﬁpary
 SupReriady Chaudi i QET L Fapel .- Lanste BTG L
Reasons pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 3582 (C)(A)(l), in light of the COVID-19 Pandemic, an,pl also the

- following reasons, the Defendant respecthIIy show this Honorable Court the Following:

(1) Due to S.C. Department of Corrections Ridgeland Facility and all other SCDC Facilities .. . .

being short of Staff, overcrowded inmate popuiation, iack of clean air and cleaning supplies.

(2) My wife has a life threatening illness which require her to rely upon Respiratory

Breathing Machines, and she has custody of my two {2} children ages 14 and 15.

(3) My wife is currently in custody of immigration Detention Facing Deportation, she is in

custody of my other two (2) Children ages 15 and 16.

in e



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

COUNTY OF HORRY: ) INDICTMENT: 2006GS2604735
, : ) - :
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) WARRANT: K002194
)
- RESPONDENT )
) |
VS. ) STATE’S RESPONSE
. ) TO DEFENDANT’S MOTION
JAMIE GOSS ) FOR COMPASSIONATE RELEASE DUE
-SCDC#294885 ) TO EXTRAORDINARY
: ) CIRCUMSTANCES
PETITIONER ) :
Response

The petitioner has filed a mbtioﬂ asking this Court to reduce his sentence of

imprisonment under 18 U.S.C. section 2582 (C)(1)(A) and order his immediate release,

relying solely on the threat posed by the COVID-19 pandemic and its effects on his family

who are not..incaroerated and includes minor children. The State of South Carolina
respectfully bpposes this motion.

The Court should deny this petitioner’s motion for several reasons. First, the
féderal statute that the petitioner has cited only déals with federal cases and federal inmates.
Simply put, the petitioner.c-annot get the reliéf he>is seeking through this statu)te before a
circuit court Judge in South Carolina. The petitioner tries to overcome this by bgg__atﬂy

=3
mentioning the S.C Constitution Article 1 Section 15. Article 1 Section 15 is our State’s

_ §ersion of the eighth amendment, which prohibits against cruel and unusual punishment,

largely in part dealing with pretrial detainment and prohibiting excessive bonds for the

- circumstances. The petitioner was convicted of Trafficking Crack Cocaine — 3rd offense

- and sentenced to twenty-eight -ycars on February 13, 2007. Therefore, the petitioner fails



to succéssﬁﬂly tie South Carolina: law.into the federal statute b'ecausé this is a post-
convicﬁon issﬁé. Moreover, it is not an excé_ssivé bond issue nor a cruel and unusual
punishment isshe because the defendant was convicted.at‘ jurjr trial. -LastIy, -South Caroﬁna e
does have statutory law that governs compassjonate releas¢.~ S.C. Code Ann. Section 24-
21-715 titled “Parole for términally ill, geriatric, or permanently disabled inmates” gives
definitions for inmates that may qualify for passionate release. The petitioner does not
. meet any of this criterion. ‘f‘urther, only the full parole board, after petition from the
Departrﬁent of Corrections, has the sole authority to determine and granf compassionate
release. | |

In conclusion, this Court should deny this . petitioner’s motion to grant
compa.ésionate reiease due to ex&aordmary circumstances because it is improper in this
forum. His only 7potentia1 relief is by petition of the Department— of Corrections, and he
does not meet the statutory requirements for that either.- Therefore, this motion should be.

denied.

Asst. Solicitor
15th Circuit Solicitor
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
COUNTY OF HORRY ).
, : )
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
C)
RESPONDENT )
)
VS, ) STATE’S RESPONSE
) TO DEFENDANT’S MOTION
JAMIEGOSS -/ ) TO ALTER OR AMEND OR MAKE
SCDC#294885 ) ADDITIONAL FACT FINDINGS
/o ) )
“TPEMTIONER ™ =~ = 7§ oo e
)

Response

The Petitioner in this matter has filed a motion asking the Court to consider new findings,

regarding his initial reqliest for compassionate release. This motion was heard before Circuit Court .

Judge Cothran on Abdl Jowy2021. Laker- -, Judge Cothran denied Petitioner’s motion,
thereby eﬁding_ the case. The State of South Carolina respectfully requests the denial of Petitioner’s

motion for additional findings, and for Judge Cothran’s original ruling to be upheld.

Petitioner’s motion should be denied for numerous reasons. First, although Petitioner is
secking a release from prison due to the Covid-19 pandemic, Petitioner uses Federal statutes in

support of his a:gument As previously argued before Judge Cothran, the Petitioner is barred from .
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seckmg relief through Federal statute before a C1rcu1t Court Judge in South Carolina. In essence,

" jurisdictional limitations cause this argument to fail. Second, a brief review of the facts is clear.

Petitioner was convicted of Trafficking Crack Cocaine- 3" Offense, and subsequently sentenced

to twenty-eight years in prison. As a result, Petitioner’s arguments referencing our State’s Cruel

and Unusual Punishment Article, in relation to bond and pre-trial detainment, similarly fail.

Serving the time of his imposed sentence does not constitute cruel and unusual punishment.
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Therefore, a post-conviction argument framed under the restrictions of excessive bond under

Article 1 Section 15, is inapplicable.Bésed upon these facts. Third, South Carolina has no governing
law concerning a compassionate release for individuals convicted by a jury. Although our State

observes a compassionate release for parole concerning the terminally ill or permanently disabled, _

the Petitioner does not meet these standards. Fihally, Petitioner’s request to alter or amend is .

frivolous, as Judge Cothran completed a Form 4 after hearing Petitioner’s initial arguments for

compassionate release, denied Petitioner’s motion, and noted the decision ended the case.

T — e

In sum, this Court should uphold Judge Cothran’s earlier decision denying this Petitiofxer;u
motion for compassionate release due to extraordinary circumsfances, as it is improper in this
forum. Petitioner has duly been notified through these proceedings his only relief is through the
Department of Corrections for redress. In a time when Covid-19 and Deita_ variants are spreading
rapidly through our State, it seems Petitioner is not only at risk in his current setting, but is also at

risk in the local cpmmunitjr as well. Theréfore, Petitioner’s motion should again be denied, and

Judge Cothran’s decision to. deny and end this case should be affirmed. |

Respectfully submitted,

7 Seth Oskin
Asst. Solicitor
" 15th Circuit Solicitor
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