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CLERK COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 20211
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August 31, 2022

Joseph Goodwater
3831 Highway 17 North
Awendaw SC 29429

Re:  Waverly Pinckney v. Joseph Goodwater
Appellate Case No. 2022-000957

Dear Mr. Goodwater:

Upon reviewing your notice of appeal, the following deficiencies have been noted
under the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules (SCACR), and any deficiency
must be corrected within ten (10) days of the date of this letter or your appeal will
be dismissed:

e The caption/title does not comply with Rule 267(a), SCACR. Specifically,
the caption of your notice of appeal does not contain the title of the
document or the names, addresses and phone numbers of the parties
submitting the document.

¢ The notice of appeal has not been signed by all of the appellants as required
by Rule 267(b), SCACR.

e You must provide proof that the parties consented in writing or on the record
at the hearing in the probate court to file this appeal directly with the Court
of Appeals, rather than with the court of common pleas, as set forth in S.C.
Code Ann. § 62-1-308(]).



Very truly yours,

CLERK

cc:  Waverly Goodwater
John Joseph Dodds, II1, Esquire
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Notice OF Appes! PROBATE COURT
CHARLEST 0¥ FRUNTY
AMENDED

Joseph Goodwater, Isaac Goodwater and Waverly Goodwater Pro Se.

- RECEIVED)

In matters of SEP 09 2022
Virginia G. Pinckney SC COUft OfAPPBaIS
(Decedent)

Waverly Pinckney,
Respondent,

Appellate Case NO. 2015-ES-10-00751

APPEAL From Charleston County

Irvin G. Condon, Probate Court

Case Hearing on B‘/Iaa 3\7,22022-June 14,2022
T 7, 2a2Z

AFFIRMED

Appellate Defendant Joseph Goodwater 1170 Brandon Road Cleveland Hts. Ohio 44112 Cell 216-780-
2477. Waverly Goodwater, 3831 Hwy 17N Awendaw SC 29429 Cell 843-881-9615, Isaac Goodwater

8 Stetson st. Norwich Ct, 06360

Waverly Pinckney Respondent, thu Attorney John Dodds,111 858 Lowcountry Blvd, Suite
101, Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464 P: 843-881-6530.

We recelve order of the order of Judge Condon on June 14. 2020.
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Copy of Judge Condon order dated June 14, 2022 see attachment.

| Joseph Goodwater certify that a copy of this notice of appeal mailed to Attorney John Dodds 11l Esquire

858 Lowcountry Blvd, Suite 101 Mt. Pleasant SC 29464, on 8 Spet ZoZ22-

JOSEPH GOODWATER PRO SE.

ISAAC GOODWATER



TO WHOM IT MAY BE CONCERNED

I, ISAAC GOODWATER AUTHORIZE MY BROTHER JOSEPH GOODWATER TO SPEAK ON MY BEHALF AT
THE HEARING THAT WILL BE HELD ON APRIL 27, 2022 AT THE CHARLESTON COUNTY PROBATE COURT
AND FOR ANY ADDITIONAL HEARINGS THAT MIGHT BE HELD IN: THE CASE REFERENCED NO: 2015-ES-10-

00751.

ISAAC GOODWATER
8 SETSON ST, NORWICH CT.
P: 860-367-4413

06360@apl.com

ON THIS DAY OF MARCH 31,2022

_____________________ Lhood itz




TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERNED

I, Waverly Goodwater, authorize my nephew Joseph Goodwater to speak on my behalf at
The hearing that will be held on April 27,2022 at The Charleston County Probate Court
And for any additional hearings that might be held in the case referenced NO: 2015-ES-10-
00751.

WAVERLY GOODWATER
3831 HWY 17N
AWENDAW, 5C 29429

P: 843-881-9615

SEP 09 202
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

E

i o cou g

COUNTY OF CHARLESTON ) CASE NO. 2015-ES-10-00751 g 4
77 ~
IN THE MATTER OF: . So C . g o
Virginia G. Pinckney (Decedent) o~ 0[1/2' 4
WAVERLY PINCKNEY, ) 40109%
) n |
Petitioner, ) ORDER DECLARING QUIT CLAIM DEED
) RECORDED IN BOOK 0607, PAGE 115 VOID
V. ) .
JOSEPH GOODWATER, ISAAC. )
GOODWATER and WAVERLY )
GOODWATER, )
)
‘Respondents. )
)
Hearing Date: April 27,2022
Presiding Judge: Irvin G. Condon
Petitioner: Waverly G. Pinckney
Petitidner’s Attorney: John J. Dodds, 111, Esq.
Respondent: Joseph Goodwater
Respondent’s Attorney: - Pro Se ,

THIS MATTER came to be heard by me on April 27, 2022 pursuant to the Order-of the

Honorable Tamara C. Curry, Associate Judge of Probate, dated February 26, 2021. The. record

reflects ‘that a Petition to Enforce Settlement Agreement. and For Relief was filed by the

Petitioner, Waverly Pinckney, in 2018 requesting that the Court declare Void a Quit Claim Deed

" from Petitioner, as Personal Representative of the Estate of Virg_inia G. Pinckney, to Joseph -

Goodwater and Isaac' Goodwater, dated February 5, 2016, and recorded in the Register’s Office:

for Charleston County on.December 30, 2016, in Book 0607, at Page 115, s well as ati award of

attorney fees and costs from Respondents. Respondents, Joseph Goodwater, Isaac Geodwater

and Waverly Goodwater, by and through their attorney, Natasha Chisolm, timely filed an ‘
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Atisiwer to ‘the Pefition deriying the rmaterial ,alié_g‘&ﬁon,s therein, requesting the Petition be
dismissed, and an award of att;)mey fees. and costs from Petitioner. The matter was heard by
. Judge Cutry on February 4, 2020. AS noted above, Judge Curty issued an Order on February 26,
2021 transferring this matter to-me for a Hearing “.. in-regards to the Settlement Agreement
reached in the Estate of Orétha Goodwater, Cdse Number 2007-ES-10-1570; the Estate of Walter
Goodwater, Case Number 2001-ES-10-1035; and the Estate of Maggie Goodwater, Case
Number 1988-ES-10-0001"

Presént at the Hearing on April 27, 2022 was the Petitionier, Wavetly Pinckney,. his
attorney, John J. Dodds, III, a witness, Frank M. Cisa, Esquire, Respondent Joseph Goodwater,
and Respondent Joseph Goo_dWatEr’s 'son who did not testify, Prier to the commencement of the
Hearing, the' Court 'inquired of Respondent Joseph Goodwater as to whether he was still
represented by Attorney Chisolm. Respondent Joseph Goodwater replied that Attoriey Chisolm
was no longer involved in the case. The Court thep inquired of Respondent Joseph Goodwater as
to whether he was desirous of securing other legal counsel to rep}esent him at the HeaIing.__
Respondent Joseph Goodwater replied that he did not desire other legal counsel and was ready to
proceed with the Hearing.

Based upon the festimony aiid Exhibits receivéd into evidence 4t the Heafing, the:Cotirt
makes the following FINDINGS OF FACT and CONCLUSIONS OF LAW:

1. This Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter of this action and the parties heféto
and venue is proper in Charleston County;
2. On December 11, 2013, at a Mediation conducted by William: S.. Barr, Esquire,. Joseph

Goodwater and Isaac Goodwater, in their capacity as Petitioners in the Estate of Walter

Goodwater, Case No. 1981-ES-10-3759, the Estate of Maggie Goodwater, Case No.
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1988-ES-10-0012 and the Estate. of Oretha ‘Goodwater, Case No. 2007-ES-10-1570,
entered into a written Seﬁlment Agreement with Virginia G. Pinckney, who was named
as a Respondeént in each of the three (3) Estates, wherein the parties agreed to dismiss
Case No. 1981-ES-10-3759 and Case No. 2007-ES-10-1570 with prejudice; Virginia G.
Pinckney agreed to release any and all claims she may have in the Estate of Maggie
Goodwater in favor of Joseph Goodwater and Isaac Goodwater; and Virginia G.
Pinckney agreed to execute a Quit Claim Deed to Joseph Goodwater and Isaac
Goodwater quit claiming all right, title-and interest, that she may have in the Estate of
Maggie Goodwater. At the time the Setflement Agreement was entered iifto, Joseph
Goodwater and Isaac Goodwater were represented by Attomey Ayesha. T. Washington
and Virginia G. Pinckney was represented by Attorney Frank M. Cisa. Both aftorneys
participated i the Mediation on behalf of their respective clients and all parties freely,
voluntarily and knowingly entered into the Settlernent Agreement after an opportunity to
consult their respective attorney; ‘

On December 30, 2013, Attomey Ayesha T. Washington, on behialf of her clients, Joseph
Goodwater and Isasc Goodwater; mailed the original Seitlement Agreement to
Charleston County Probate: Court. to be filed in Estate of Walter Goodwater, Case: No.
2011-ES-10-1035, Estate of Maggie Goodwater, Case-No. 1988-ES-10-0012 and Estate
of Oretha Goodwater, Case No. 2007-ES-10-1570. On Februaty 27,2014, T signed a
Consent Order of Dismissal, also.signed by Attorneys Ayesha T. Washington and Frank
M. Cisa, on behalf of their respective clients, dismissing with prejudice the Estate of
Walter Goodwiter, Case No, 2011-ES-10-1035, the Estate of Maggie Goodwater, Case

No. 1988-ES-10-0001, and the Estate of Oretha Goodwater, Case No. 2007-ES-10-1570;,
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4. Virginia G. Pinckney. died December 1, 2014, After her death, Joseph Goodwater and
Waverly Goqdwater,,In.dividually and as Representatives of the Heirs of Peter Latin
Goodwater, initiated an action in the Court of Cominon Pleas for Charleston County,
Case No. 2014-CP-10-4220, ‘against all Heirs of Virginia G. Pinckney, Deceased, her
Personal Representative, Waverly Pinckoey, All Heirs.of Lucinda G. Bennett, Deceased,
her Personal Represeritative, Lue Variderhorst, and other asserting various claims relating
to the Estate of Maggie Goodwater. On March 10, 2016, Mikell R. Scarborough,
Master-In-Equity for Charleston Coudty, issued an.-Order On Motion For Suinmary
Judgment dismissing the Complaint and Amerided Complaint as to Heits of Virginia G.
Pinckney, Waverly Pinckney, Katier H. Pinckney, Peter H Piﬂdkney arid Denise
Pinckney on the ground that thle claims were barred by-the doctrines of collateral estoppel
and res judicata as Joseph Goodwater and Waverly Goodwater “...were: parties to an
action that was filed in the Charleston County Probate Court involving the same

¥

allegations as the present action™.

jn

On February 9, 2016, Attorney Frank M. Cisa, on behalf of the Estate, of Virginia G.
Pinckney, by and through ‘Waverly Pinckney, Personal Representative, mailed Joseph
Goodwater a Quit Claim Deéed duly executed by Wavetly Pinckhey, Personal
Representative of the Estate of Virginia G. Pinckney, quit claiming to Joseph Goodwater
and Isaac Goodwater 4ll right, title and interest that the Estate of Virginia G. Pinckney
may have, in the Estite of Maggie ‘Goodwater, as requited in accordance with the
Settlement Agreement entered into at Mediation on December 11, 2013. in the Estates of
Walter Goodwater, Maggie Goodwater and Oretha Goodwater. At the time Estate of

Virgihia G. Pinckney mailed Joseph Goodwater and Isaac Goodwater the executed Quit
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Claim Deed as noted above, the Estate of Maggie Goodwater bad no ownership intetest

in amy real estate wharsoteifer. As per the Inventory and Appraisement filed in the Estate

of Maggie Goodwater; the only real estate owned by Maggie Goodwater at the time of
her déath was ‘a 4.85 acre tract having T.ML.S. No. 615-00-00-054. This property was

transferred by Deed of Distribution from the Estate of Maggie Goodwater to. Lucinda G.

Bennett, Maggie Goodwater’s. daughter and Personal Representative, dated June 15,

1990, and recorded in the Register’s Office for Charleston County on June 19, 1990, in
Book F-194, at Page 117 Lucinda G. Bennett was released and discharged as Personal

Représentative of the Estate of Maggie Goodwater by Order of Chatleston County

Probate Court on May 2, 1990;

On December 30, 2016, Joseph Goodwater recorded in the Register’s Office for
Charleston County a Quit Claim Deed from Estate of Virginia' G. Pinckney as provided

by Attorney Frank M. -Cisa, however, attached to the Quit Claim Deed were nihe (9)

separate legal descriptions for nine (9) separate parcels of real estate which were not

included in the Quit Claim Deed provided to Joseph Goodwater by Attorney Cisa,

namely, T.M.S. No.’s 614-00-00-162, 614-00-00-230, 614-00-00-231, 614-00-00-051,

614-00-00-392, 614-00-00-042, 614-00-00-046,. 614-00-00-047 and.614-00-00-054. Of
these nine (9) parcels, Virginia A. Pinckney, Deceased, had an ownérship interest iri four

(4) parcels, namely, T.M.S. No. 614-00-00-230, 614-00-00-231, 614-00-00-042, 614-00-
00-047, and no interest in the other five (5) parcéls. Moreover, the ownership interfests of
Virginia G. Pinckney, Deceased, in these four (4) parcels were agquired more than fifty

(50) years ago, namely, T.M.S. No. 614-00-00-230 on February 28, 1969, T.M.S. No.

614-00-00-231 on September 7, 1966, F.M.S. No. 614-00-00-042. on October 14, 1966,

-
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and T.M.S. No. 614-00-00-047 on. .Feliruar)‘r 28, 1969;

Respondents- have pr-eseﬁt_ed no competent evidence which would justify this Court not
approving and. enforcing the Settlement Agreement entered into Mediation by and
between Joseph Goodwater and Isaac Goodwater, as Petitioners in the Estates of Walter
Goodwater, Maggie Goodwater and Oretha -Goodwater, and Virginia G. Pinckney, as
Respondent, ifi thosé cases. Joseph Goodwater and Isaac Goodivatet were represeited by
cor_:;ipetent legal counsel at the Mediation, at all times had access to the public records in
the Estate of Maggie Goodwater and Register’s Office for Charléston County as to each
of the nine"(9) parcels of real propeity which are the subject of this dispute, freely and
voluntarily executed the Settlement- Agreement which was filed with the Probate Court
by their dttornéy and agteed, by dnd through their attomey, to dismiss with prejudice all
claims asserted in the Estates of Walter Goodwater, Maggie ‘Goodwater, and Qretha
Goodwater, including those claifs; which they now seek to. assert as to the Estate of
Maggie Goodwater;

Basic éontract law provides that-when a conftact is clear and unambiguous, the langiage

alone deterinines the contract’s force and effect. C.AN. Entetprises. Inc. v. ‘South

Carolina Health & Human Servs. Fin Comm®n, 373 S.E.2d (1988). It is not the function

of the: Court to rewrite contracts for parties. See Gambtell v, Travelers his. Cos., 310

S.E.2d 814 (_198‘3). In the case at bar, Virginia Pinckney agreed to “.. execute a Quit
Claim Deed to Petitioners, Quit Claiminig all right, title-and interest that she may have.in -
the Estate of Maggie Goodwater”™. Although not done in a timely manner, -due in part to
the death of Virginia G. Pinckney, the Quit Claim. Deed mailed by Attorney Cisa to

Joseph Goodwater on February 9, 2016, which did not.include the nine (_9) parcels of real

_@2?{
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estate: added after Joseph Goodwater 'rece}v.ed the Quit Claim Deed, complied with the
clear and unambiguous l:ang'uag'e of the Settlement. Moreover, as noted above, the only
real estate Mapgie Goodwater owned at the time of her death was conveyed to her
daughter, Lucinda G. Bennett, by Deed -of Distribution from the Estate of Maggie
Goodwater, recorded almost thirty (30) years ago.  Simply put, there was no real
property to be conveyed to. Joseph Goodwater and Isaac Goodwater. Because Petitioner,
Waverly Pinckney, as Personal. R‘epresenfative of the Estate of Virginia G. Pincknpey,
fully complied with the :Settlement Agreement and nine (9) patcels 'of real éstite were
added to the Quit Claim Deed récorded in the Register’s Office without the knowledge or
consent of Petitioner or his attorney, and -contrary to the Settlement Agreement, it is
proper that this Court issue its Ofder declaring void the Quit Claim Deed recorded by
Joseph Goodwater. Courts have the inherent powér to do all things reasonably necessary
to énsure that just resulfs are reached to the: fullest éxtent possible. Buckley v. Shealy,
635 8.E.2d 76 (2006); and | '

Petitioner, Waverly Pinckney, as Personal Representative of the Estate of Virginia G.
Pinckney, was tompelled to initiate this action to enforce the terms of the Settlement
Agreement and to declare 'void the Quit Claimy Deed improperly recorded by Joseph
Goodwater. .As such, Petitioner is entitled to collect reasonable attorney fees and costs
ﬁ'om"'Respondents. Petitioner’s counsel has submitted an Affidavit verifying that he had
expended 6.0 hours representing Petitioner since Judge Curry’s Order and has incurred

expenses of $325.00 for a ‘Court Reporter for the April 27, 2022 Hearing. Petitioner’s

-counsel has been licensed for more than. thirty-five (35) years, his.hourly rate ($225.00)

is consistent with the rate charged in the community for similar services, and he has

b,
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achieved. beneficial results on behalf of his client. It is proper that Réspondents be

reguired to pay Petitioner’s attorney fees totaling $1,350.00 and reimburse Petitioner for

Court Reporting costs'in the amount of $325.00. Based on the foregoing, it is now

ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the Quit Claim Deed from the Estate

of Virginia G. Pinckney to Joseph Goodwater and Isaac Goodwater dated February 5, 2016, and

recorded in the Register’s Office for Charleston County on December 30, 2016, in Book 0607, at

Page 115 shall be, and is hereby, declared void and of no effect; it is further

ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED: that a certified copy of this Oxder shall be

promptly recorded in the Register’s Office for: Charlestor County and duly indexéd so as to

reflect that the above Quit Claim Deed is void and of no effect; it is further

" ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that, Joséph Goodwater and Isaac

‘Goodwater -shall pay Attorney John J. Dodds, III attorney fées in the amount of $1,350:00 and

costs of $325.00 within thirty (30) days from the date of this Ordet; it is. further

ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that this matter shall be subject to such

further Orders of this Court as may become necessary.

AND IT 1S'SO ORDERED.,

"This lff day of June, 2022
Charleston, South Carolina

Irvin G. Condon
Judge of Probate

/\—-’I

—

Clerk Protate Court

Charleston County, Soth Carolina
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