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THE COURT: All right. We will be at
ease until we hear from the jury.

(A break was taken from 1:42 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.)

THE BAILIFF: All rise. Court is back in
session. If you want the defendant here, it's
going to take a while because he's in the middle
of eating lunch.

MR. LEE: Do you know what the gquestiocon
is?

THE COURT: There is a gquestion. I've
got it. Yes.

MR. LEE: I'm happy to waive his
presence, unless it's something significant.

THE COURT: Well, you know, significant
is a relative term in this situation. You know
what I'm saying?

MR. LEE: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: I mean, I may find this wvery
insignificant.

MR. LEE: Sure.

THE COURT: And you can find this very
significant. 'So if you're ready to move
forward --

MR, LEE: I'm willing to waive his

presence. I can f£ill him in when he does get over
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here.

THE COQURT: All right. So the gquestion
that I received says, "Can you clarify degrees of
murder that this charge includes?"™ That is the
guestion that is signed by the foreperson.

Any objection to my making this note a
court exhibit from the State?

MS. JONES: No, sir.

THE COURT: From the defense?

MR. LEE: ©No, sir.

THEE CQURT: QOkay. I want to make this
note a court's exhibit.

(COURT EXH. 6, Note from the jury, was
marked and entered into the record.)

THE COURT: I mean, I think they only --
my thoughts are that the only thing they can
consider is the charge of murder that I provided
them, And, to that extent, they are not to
consider other matters. I would be open to —--
basically instruct them that I've received the
note, and I will instruct them on murder as given
to them in the charge, but I don't think -- I
don't know. I don't think anything beyond that
other than to tell them this is the charge.

State, what do you --
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MS. JONES: I think that's appropriate.
Just recharging them on murder. This is the law
of South Carolina.

THE COURT: Defense?

MR. LEE: If you want to include, hey,

there are no degrees of murder. In South
Carolina, murder is this. I'll just ask for
that.

THE COURT: I don't want to —-- I'm just

going to instruct them on what I charged them,
which was the definition of murder. I mean,
unless the State wants me to get inte saying that
there's no degrees of murder in South Carclina. I
mean, that's up to you. That's up to -— I mean,
if you guys --

MS. JONES: I mean, I'm happy if vou
say -—- I think it would be appropriate to say that
South Carclina has the law of murder. Murder in
Scouth Carolina is as follows.

MR. LEE: I'm okay with that. I mean,
maybe they need to be recharged. Maybe they
don't. I don't know. You can ask them 1f they
want to be recharged on the law of murder in
South Carolina.

THE COURT: All right. And that's fine,
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but let me write this down. I don't want to mess
anything up.

So, Sclicitor, what were you saying?
What were you thinking?

MS. JONES: Scuth Carolina —-- the
defendant has been charged with the crime of
murder. Murder in South Carclina is defined as,
and then the charge. Or has been indicted with
the crime of murder,.

THE COURT: I'm going to redo this. The

defendant has been indicted with the crime of

mnurder. In South Carclina murder 1is defined as...

MS. JONES: I think that's simple.

THE COURT: Is that acceptable to you,
Solicitor?

MS. JCONES: Yes,.

MR. LEE: And defined as the killing of
another with malice either expressed or implied.

THE COCURT: I need my charge. I need my
charge; Monica, took a few moments to go to
lunch. How dare her.

All right. I'm looking at this charge,
it reads, "The defendant is charged with murder,"
then it goes to say, "The State musti prove beyond

a reasonable doubt that the defendant killed

654
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another person with malice aforethought.™ I mean,
I think that's accurate as to the charge of
murder.

So what I've done here is I put, "The
defendant 1s charged with murder. 1In
South Carolina murder 1s defined as the killing of
another person with malice aforethought."

MS. JONES: Yes.

THE COURT: Is that adequate?

MS. JONES: The unlawful killing of
another person with malice aforethought. I just
think that's what the statute reads.

MR. LEE: The statute dcesn't say
unlawful.

MS. JONES: It doesn't say unlawful?

MR. LEE: The killing ¢f another person
with malice aforethought.

M5, JONES: ©Oh, okay. Then I stand
corrected.

THE COURT: My charge -- in my charge, I
didn't say unlawful. .

MS. JONES: Okay. Then I stand
corrected.

THE COURT: Welll, I'm not saying it is

or isn't. I haven't looked it up. I mean, if you
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want -- I mean, it's whatever you want to do.

MS. JONES: Killing is fine. Killing is
fine, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Is that all right, Mr. Lee?

MR. LEE: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. I'm going to
acknowledge the -- I'm going to acknowledge the
guestion and I'm going to tell them that in
response to the question, the defendant is charged
with murder. In South Carolina, murder is defined
as the killing of another person with malice
aforethought.

MR. LEE: Yes, sir.

MS. JONES: Yes, sir.

MR, LEE: Your Honor, my client is on the
way. They had to get him out of lunch. Could we
just maybe walt for him to get back before the
jury comes in? Just so he's here for that.

THE COURT: I'm so agreeable.

Absolutely. Even though it's you. I'm teasing.
That's fine.

MR. LEE: I'm the one that's going to
hear abou tit,.

THE COQURT: We have no problem waiting

for your client. Solicitor, is that fine?
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Your Honor.

THE

JONES: No problem at all,

COURT: A1l right.

Thank you.
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(Defendant is back in courtroom at 2:13 p.m.)

THE

MR.

THE

you.

THE

COURT: Are we ready for the jury?

LEE: Yes, sir.

COURT: Bring us the jury. Thank

BAILIFF: Jury 1is entering the

courtroom, Your Honor.

(Jury enters the courtroom at 2:15 p.m.)

THE

Your Honor.

THE

Madame Forelady,

BAILIFF: Jury is seated,

COURT: Counsel, be seated.

the jury, I received your note.

June, 2021.

Ladies and Gentlemen of

It's dated 3,

It says, "Can you clarify the degrees

of murder that this charge includes," signed by

the forelady.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
this case is charged with murder.

South Carolina,

"The defendant in

In the state of

murder is defined as the killing

of another perscon with malice aforethought." I

will read that again.

with murder.

In South Carolina,

"The defendant is charged

murder is defined
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as the killing of another person with malice
aforethought.”

All right. Any exception?

M3. JONES: Not from the State,

Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything from the defense?

MR. LEE: No, sir.

THE COURT: I'd ask you to, please, to
return. to the jury room and continue with your
deliberations.

(Jury exits the courtroom at 2:17 p.m.)

THE BAILIFF: The jury is clear,

Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. We'll be at ease.
(A break was taken from 2:17 p.m. to 2:27 p.m.)

THE BAILIFF: All rise. Court is back in
session.

THE CQURT: It's my understanding we have
a verdict, and so we're going to get the defendant
and we're going to get the court reporter.

COURT REPORTER: I'm here.

THE COURT: Excuse me. The clerk of
court. I apologize.

(Off the record.)

THE COURT: All right. My understanding

658
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is that the jury has reached a verdict. I want

anyone who cannot or does not think that they will
be able to keep their emotions in tact when this
verdict a read to leave the courtroom now, because
I do not want any -- I do not want any
interruptions or any disorder once this verdict is
announced.

Does everyone in the courtroom understand
that? If anyone does not understand that, please
stand up and I'll try to make it clearer. All
right.

All right. Bring the jury.

{Jury enters the courtroom at 2:29 p.m.)

THE BAILIFF: Jury is entering the
courtroem, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Madame Forelady,
I understand you all reached a verdict.

MADAME FORELADY: We have.

THE COQURT: All right. Please be seated.
If you will hand that to the bailiff, who will, in
turn, hand it to me, please.

Thank you.

THE BAILIFF: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. I'm going to ask

the clerk to please publish this verdict.
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THE CLERK: State of South Carolina vs.
Joseph Decoriyus Burton, indictment
2018-G8-07-01273 and 201%-Gs-07-00262, we, the
jury, in the above captioned case on the charge of
murder of Christopher Shaun Fells unamiously find
Joseph Decoriyus guilty.

We, the jury, in the above captioned case
on the charge of possession of a weapon during a
violent crime unamimously find Joseph Decoriyus
Burton guilty.

THE COURT: All right. Thank you.

Are there any motions from the State
before I make some brief final comments to the
jury and then discharge them?

MS. JONES: Nothing from the State,

Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Anything from the
defense before I make some brief comments to the
jury and discharge them?

MR. LEE: I would respectfully ask that
the jury be polled, Your Honor.

THE COQURT: All right. Yes, sir.

660

Madame Clerk, would you please pole the jury?

THE COURT: Juror Number 86, 1f you can

please stand. Is this your verdict?
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you,

THE BAILIFF: Jury is clear. Door is
closed, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you. Please be
seated.

All right. Solicitoxr, I'm happy to hear
from you in regards to sentencing on this
matter.

MS. JONES: Absolutely, Your Honor.

MR. LEE: Your Honor?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. LEE: Can I go ahead and make
post-trial motions?

THE COURT: Yes, sir. Absolutely. And I
apologize for that. Go right ahead.

MR. LEE: Judge, I will, at this time,
make a post-trial motion. I will renew my
previous directed verdict motions suggesting the
State did not prove malice. I also would renew my
motion -- or my objection to the jury charge
involﬁing the malice, the language in that. The
complaint that we talked about was the -- I'll get
it. Just one second.

The language was on page 26. "Malice may

be shown from conduct showing a total disregard
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for human life." That was left in.

The prosecutor brought up the term "total
disregard for human life" during her
cross—examination of my client, as well as in her
closing argument. Again, I think that put
unnecessary and improper emphasis on that part of
the charge. It appears, from the guestion they
asked, perhaps malice was an important portion of
what they were considering. And, therefore, we
believe that was an error and respectful move for
a new trial.

THE COURT: I understand. Solicitor.

MS. JONES: Your Heonor, I still feel that
the charge is apprcopriate. I do not believe that
it was a comment on the facts, and I do neot think
it rises to the level of Your Honor granting a new
trial.

THE COURT: All right. I'm going to deny
your motions for a JNOV and all other motions that
you made. I think you adequately protected the
record. Thank you.

All right. Any objection to moving
directly into sentencing, sir?

MR. LEE: Neo, sir. I know that there was

some talk about maybe having to his children be
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know, ask for mercy.

Judge, you heard a little bit about

Mr. Burten. He's 27 years old. He's sort of
married. He's got an ll-~year-old and a
17-year~old. 1I've been seeing him for almost

three years since he's been in jail on this
charge.

I agree with Miss Jones' recitation of
his prior record. The attempted armed fobbery, as
you know, he was 10 days intec being 17 years old.
It did involve a BB gun. Just to put a little bit
of a mitigation spin on that.

BRgain, you heard, kind of, him on the
stand. He's a very talented -- he was a very
talented amateur boxer and really enjoyed doing
that. He worked hard. Played hard. Hanging
around with a lot of people he shouldn't have hung
around with. They started as friends when they
were a lot ycunger.

And he's prepared to take his medicine,
Your Honor, It's just a shame for everybody, in
my opinion, that he is the one here and he is the
one who fired the fatal shot, because, I think
there's a lot of people in that video that have a

lot less going for them than Joe-Joe. It's sad

513
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that it came to that.

O0f the two groups you're talking about, I
think he was the best of his group and T think
Fells was clearly the best of his group. And for
it to end up that way is truly unfortunate, but it
did.

I know he's thcught about this a lot. I
know he's remorseful. I know he hates, in so many
ways and so many reasons, that it came down to
this.

You put himself out there. He got to
tell his story for the first time in almost three
years, which is what he wanted to do and he told
the steory. Unfortunately for us, the jury, for
whatever reason, either didn't believe him or
believed that his story, if true, did not satisfy
a sufficient defense in the state of South
Carcolina for murder.

I would like to put on the record
briefly, we did discuss, he and I, briefly about
asking for a defense of others charge based on his
testimony. However, we decided that, in order to
prevall on that, we would essentially have to put
Joe-Joe into the shoes of Derrick Frazier and/or

Shaquille Green and we thought, stragedy-wise,
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that that was not the thing to do, that him being
around those guys had harmed him enough. We
didn't think that it was smart to try to muddy the
waters or to try to carry that burden.

Sco, Judge, I know his sister Sarah is
here, his mom Rhonda, and Chrissie Martinez are
all here. I don't know if they would like to
speak or not.

But I will tell you that this case,

Miss Jones and I both inherited this case from

other lawyers. The offer prior to either one of
us being involved was 40 on murder. Which, as you
know, murder, there is no parole. There's no

credit for good time. It literzlly is day per
day. Obviously, that offer was untenable. He was
25 when he went in. If he took that offer, he
would be 65 when he was released. And for all
practical purposes, that's a life sentence. Your
life expectancy goes way, way down when the hit
the department of corrections. For him, it
certainly would have been a life sentence for him.
Just to put that cut there.

I don't know if you will allow or would
like to hear from family mémbers or from

Mr. Burton.
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MR. LEE: The last thing that I would ask
or tell you is, like I say, the offer was for day
for day. Murder carries 30 to life. You know, my
understanding the new policy in the solicitor's
officer is no deals and your offer is what it is
whether it's pretrial or after trial. And, you
know, they have bumped up their recommendation.
And I would ask that -- how that would appear to
some people would be as if he's being punished for
exercising his constitutional right to a jury
trial. And so I certainly hope that his having
this trial in no way affects your decision.

THE CQURT: Absolutely not. It will not

enter my decision a lick, sir. I want to state
that for the record. I want to let you know
that.

MR. LEE: I understand.

THE COURT: I absolutely am not going to
hold anything against the defendant who exercises
his rights to jury trial. In fact, that's why I
am here. All right, sir.

MR. LEZ: Finally, we-would respectfully
ask, under the circumstances, that you sentence
him to the minimum. Unfortuantely, the minimum is

30 and no less. We think that that would be an
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675
appropriate sentence. He would ke 55 years old
when he gets out. No ifs, ands, or buts. There's
no early release. There's no parole. There's no

work credit. It literally is day for day. And
doing another 27 years in SCDC is going to be a
tough time, obviously. And, you know, hopefully
he'll live through it, but your life span shortens
dramatically when you go up the road. Thank you.

THE COURT: All right, Mr. Lee.

Solicitor, was there something you wanted
tec say?

M3S. JONES: I just have the sentencing
sheets, Your Honor.

THE COURT: If you could have the
sentencing sheets passed up to me.

Sclicitor, I just want to confirm, it's
my understandiing that the defendant, having been
convicied of murder, that the minimum sentence --
a mandatory minimum sentence is 30 years; is that
correct?

MS. JONES: Yes,

THE COURT: This is, in fact, I think as
Mr. Lee outlined, a day-for-day sentence. There
is no parole, early parole, good time credits,

work credits, and things of this nature; is that
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1 correct?
2 MS. JONES: I believe the first 30 years
3 is day for day. Anything on top of that is
4 different.
5 THE COURT: Okay. Let me ask you this:
6 Concerning the commission with a firearm, is it my
7 understanding that that is consecutive, that it
8 has to be consecuiive to the murder charge?
9 MS. JONES: That's been my understanding
10 of it, Your Honorzr.
11 THE COURT: Mr. Lee, what is your
12 understanding as to whether the -- I believe it
13 carries up to five years.
14 MR, LEE: I believe that used to be the
15 case. I'm not —--
i6 THE COURT: Hold on. My guestion is: Is
17 that -- do I have to impose a consecutive sentence
18 - on that charge?
19 MR. LEE: I do not think so, but I do not
20 feel comfortable enough to say that is the law. I
21 certainly can look it up and figure it out.
22 THE COURT: I'm going take a few minutes
23 and I'll be back with you folks in just a little
24 minutes. We'll be at ease.

25 {Off the record from 2:53 p.m. to 3:07 p.m.)
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THE BAILIFF: All rise. Court is back in
session.

THE COURT: Thank you. You can be
seated.

Do we know how many days he served as it

relates to credit for time served?

MR. LEE: I think it calcuates -- 1032,
maybe 31.

THE DEPUTY: 33.

THE COURT: 1033. Sclicitor, 1is that
finev?

MS. JONES: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: All right. Please stand.

All right, sir. It is the order of this

- court that the defendant is committed to the State

Department of Corrections -- I apologize.

This is indictment number
2019-GS5-07-00262 for murder. It's the order of
the Court that the defendant is committed to the
State Department of Correcticons for a term of
40 years, and he 1s to be given credit of 1033
days for that which he has spent in jail awaiting
the charge.

He is also given on 2018-GS-07-01273,

possession of a weapon during a violent crime, I'm

519
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going to sentence him to two years on that charge
with the State Department of Corrections, and I'm
going to order that it run concurrent with

2019-GS-07-00262. That's the order of this

court.
M5. JONES: Thank you, Your Honor.
MR. LEE: Thank you.
THE COURT: Anything further from the
State?

MS. JONES: No, Ycur Honor.

THE COURT: Anything further from the
defense?

MR. LEE: No.

THE COURT: All right. We stand
adjourned.

{(The trial was concluded at 3:09 p.m.)
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

I, SHARON G. HARDOON, ©Official Circuit
Court Reporter for the State of Scuth Carolina at
Large, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true,
accurate and complete Transcript of Record of the
proceedings had and evidence introduced in the trial
of the capticned case, relative to appeal, in General
Sessions for Beaufort County, South Carolina.

I do further certify that I am neither kin,
counsel, ncr interest to any party hereto.

September 26, 2021

Sharcen G. Hardoon, CSR
Official Circuit Court Reporter, III
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DOCKET NO. 2018GS0701273 After being fully advised as to my
legal rights, | hereby waive

Reynells-BCSO ___ The State of South Carolina  Presentmentto the Grand Jury.
County of Beaufort

WITNESSES

~— e —— ™ r———

i e o COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

e January Term 2019
1 - ... hereby appear in my own proper

e e e == parson and plead guilty to the within

e 9 : - _ indictment or to
ARREST WARRANT NUMBER

VS

2018A0720600159

JOSEPH DECORIYUS BURTON

_ Indictment For

ACTION OF GRAND JURY

- Possession of Weapon During
- Violent Crime

_ SC Code: 16-23-490

oreperson of Gmndj!g?/

: Dafle: : £ r_uJ 17 2(]]] :

1 va i‘v - : | e * COR Code: 0% __u e

Defendant

Witness:

C.C.C.PLS.and G.S.

ate: 8 Sune 202

CJUNO9 M
SC Court of Appeals
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,STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA e 8 B SRS INDICTMENT
hCOUNTY OF BEAUFORT ' f ) % 2018650701273

" At a Court of General Sessmns convened on January 17, 2019 the Grand Jurors of Beaufort
County present upon their oath:

__Possession ofWea on_DurI’n Violent Crim'e_.-" |

That in Beaufort County, South Carolma on or.about August 4, 2018 the Defendant, JOSEPH DECORIYUS BURTON,
did possess a firearm, visibly displayed what appeared to be a firearm, or visibly dispiayed a knife during the commission
of a violent crime and JOSEPH DECORIYUS BURTON was convicted of committing or attempting to commit a viclent

~ crime as defined in Section 16-1-60, all in violation of Section 16-23-490, et al. of the Codes of Law of South Carolina.

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute In such case made and provided.

S
Solicitor

hE e
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ' ) INTHE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
) . :
COUNTY OF Beaufort ) .
STATE . ) INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2018GS0701273.. oo o vimmmnniin
__.30$EPH DECORIYUS BURTON e s A bt i Y ARG 2018A0720600159
'}\KA JOE JDE o - L1 \N :) Date of Offense: 08)'04)'2013 &
Race: Black Sex:” Male 24 ) SC.Code§: . 16-23-50B
DOB:  13.00:00aM . S5 g L i ) CDR Code #: 3 oo T SR
Address:. II{ﬂtunl{cadIsl SC 29926 . | AR R el R
BiE- -~ o ReT ey " ) SENTENCE SHEET JUN 09 2024
*CDL Ye.s El No I:! CMV Yes ONo O Hazmat Yes O No B ) ‘ . sc 0 rt Of
In dispgsition of the saif indictment comes now the Defendant who was & CONVICTED OF or O PLEADS Appea’s
1., sesien P peapon ._J\mnq Violens Clme
In Iauon of § 16-23- UOIA} o) pl‘lhc S.C. CodcofLaws beanng CDR Code# 3434 Lt e b
NON-VIOLENT O VIOLENT O SERIOUS 0O MOST SERIOUS e MANDATORYGPS D §17-25-45
- : (CSC wiminor 1® or CSC wiminor 3¥)
The charge is: [3” As indicted, O Lesser Included Offense, (1 Defendant Waives Presentment to Grand Jury. (defs initials)
; mmendation by the State.

The pleais: [0 Without Negotiations or Recommendation, e o O Negotiated Sentence,
ATTEST: : ;

O Rege

AL Oy \h282 : Yo @CYT)
(Solmnmr) 3 e (SCBarH) 1 g 7 Al:torney forD_endant) ) " (SCBar#)
WHEREFORE, the Defendant i 154 ifted to the 1&7 4 {ate { epartment of Corrections: ’ O County Detention Center,
for a determinate term of s days!month -@ or O under the Youthful Offender Act not to exceed i o, SYEARS:
and/or to pay a fine of $ prowded that Upon the serviceof . days/months/years and or payment of $ _ 5 5
plus costs and assessments as apphcahle" the balance is suspended with probation for months/years and subject to South Carolma Dcpanment of
Probation, Parole and Pardon Services standard conditions of probation, which are inco orated by reference.

3% CONCURRENTor [0 CONSECUTIVE to i e éeh‘-'-' ek to 201465 010026

O The Defendant is to be given credit for time served pursuant to S.C. Code §24-13-40 to be calculated and applied by the State Department of Corrections.
O The Defendant is to be placed on Central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant to $.C. Code §17-25-135.

Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. Section 922, it is unlawful for a person convicted of a violation of Section 16-25-20 or 16-25-65 (Criminal Domestic Violence) to
ship, transport, possess, or receive a firearm or ammunition.

SPECIAL CONDITIONS: .

0O RESTITUTION: [0 Deferred O Def. Waives Hearing O Ordered EPEUP | e oy o A, o ke
Total: $ plus 20% fee: $ days/hours Public Service Employment
Payment Terms: __ .. PR O N
O Set by SCDPPPS O Obtain GED

O Attend Voc. Rehab. Or Job Corp.
Recipient: O May serve W/E beginning o
*Fine: o $ "7 O Substance Abuse Counseling = j
§14-1-206 (Asse:ssmcnis ]07 5%] ; '8 O Random Drug/Alcohol Testing
§14-1-211 (A)(1)(Conv. Surcharge) $100 $ 00— Fine may be pd. in equal consecutive weekly/monthly
§14-1-211 (A)(2)(DUI Surcharge) $100 $ pmts. of § ' Beginning

- §56-5-2995 (DUI Assessment) $12 $ e T 777 Paid to Public Déféndér Fund”

§56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test) $25 $ e e e |
Proviso 61.6 (Public Def/Prob) $500 $ o dOtheR:  ma | 4G Sv oy
§14-1-212 (Law Enforce. Funding) , $25 L .
§14-1-213 (Drug Court Surcharge) $150 : ]
§50-21-114 (BUI Breath Test Fee) $50 Tamaldre
§56-5-2942(J) (Vehicle Assessment) $40/each T
3% to County (if paid in installments) $ 3 IE O Appointed PD or appointed other counsel,

Proviso requires $500 be paid to Clerk

%’L‘S" during probation and shall be collected before any other fees.

TOTAL

Clerk of Court/Deputy, Clerk ___" AR
Court Reporter: é !CE A"

MP-SCCA/217 (04/2018)

: Presiding Judge:
i e Judge Code:
.. ... .. Sentence Date:
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After being fully adwsed as tomy
legal rights, | hereby waive
presentment to the Grand Jury.

Defendant

COURT OF GENERAL SESSiDNS
,February Term 2019

ARREST WARRANT NUMBER
DIRECT INDICTMENT

ACTION OF GRAND JURY

True Bili

Foreperson of Grand Jug

Dt 1 fl 2015

VERDICT

Gl .

Foreperson of Pem Jury

Date: 3 — dum-:Zc)
INDICT 2-4

THE STATE

Vs.

JOSEPH DECORIYUS BURTON:.

'hereby appear in my own proper
person and plead guilty to the within

. indictment or to -

e

Dlrect Indictment For
Murder
~ SCCode: 16-3-10
~ CBR Code. 0116

i s . T

Defendant

Witness:

C.C.C. PLS. and G.S.

R@,@m‘ﬁfﬁm

JUN 09 201

8 Court of Appeals
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) ' DIRECT
' ; | INDICTMENT
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT 2019GS0700262

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on February 14, 2019, the Grand Jurors of Beaufort
County present upon their oath:

Murder

That in Beaufort County, South Carolina, on or about August 4, 2018, the Defendant, JOSEPH DECORIYUS BURTON,
did, with malice aforethought, kill Christopher Fells and Christopher Fells did die as a proximate result of JOSEPH
DECORIYUS BURTON's actions, all in violation of Section 16-3-10, et al. of the Codes of Law of South Carolina.

Against the peace and dignity 6f the State, and contrary to the statute in such case made and provided.

T

Solicitorﬁ E ég U‘ﬁT
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA . % . ) INTHE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
; | _ , ) :
COUNTYOF Beaufort ... ... .. _ ) ;
STATE : _. ) INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2019GS0700262
VS. ) ' ' ; .
JOSEPH DECORIYUS BURTON o o e w Yalw s coc ) AW ' DIRECT INDICTMENT . .
AKA: JoelJoe = e A ) DAE O Offehss: _UW‘WQ.I.S_.._... St
Race:  Black . Sex: Male_._. e ABE X ) BIC. Code §:
DOB:  1200:00aM___ 55" pomiumsem ) CDR Code #:
Address:i ______ D, HiltonHead Is,SC29926 ) =~ .
DL# L T SiD# . ) SENTENCE SHEET

*CDL  YesONoD CMV YesCONoO Hazmat Yes (I No CJ
In dlsposmon of the said indictment comes now the Defendant who was E’ CONVICTED OF or

TO: VW (y’r.f r
‘In violation of § .t 30O .. ..;.‘. ) ";' 2l of the'S.C. Code of Laws, bearing CDR Code # o | e
O NON-VIOLENT & VIOLENT O semous B MOST SERIOUS el "MANDATORY GPS O §17.25.45
. ; (CSC wiminor 1* or CSC w/minor 3™)
The charge is: (@ As indicted, ’ ] Lcsserin::ludcd Ofﬁznse O Defendant Waives Presentment to Grand Jury. o ) (def's initials)
~ Thepleais: [0 Without Negotiations or Recommendahon. : I_'_| Negotmted Senlence ) [0 Recommendation by the State.
ATTEST: ) \ o = i A 1 L
(Solicitor): T (SC Bar'#) = endaiy 7 : i R (Anomcy lor D¢ ndant} (SC Bar )
WHEREFORE, the Defendant j&"tommitted to the :23<State Dep# _rtment of Corrections O County Detention Center,
for a determinate term of E‘ S days/month jor i O under the Youthful Offender Act not to exceed j years
andfortopay afineof $§  _....;.. provided thatupon theserviceof ... ..  days/months/yearsand orpaymentof$ __ ;=
plus costs and assessments as applicable*; the balance is suspended with probation for = ... _months/years and subject to South Carolina Départment of

- Probation, Parole and Pardon Services standard conditions of probation, which are incorporated by reference.

[0 CONCURRENTor [J CONSECUTIVE'o sentenceon:. . 035 %
4 5-The Defendant is to be given credit for time served pursuant 1o S C. Code §24~l3 40 to be calculated and applied by the State Department of Con‘ecuons
[0 The Defendant is to be placed on Central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant 10 8.C. Code §17-23-135.

Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. Section 922, it is unlawful for a person convicted of a violation of Section 16-25-20 or 16-25-65 (Criminal Domestic Vidlence) to
ship, transport, possess, or receive a firearm or ammunition.

, SPECIAL CONDITIONS:

O RESTITUTION: O Deferred O Def. Waives Hearing - [ Ordered PTUP
Total: § . plus20%fee: ... - $ "days/hours Public Service Employment
Payment Terms:
O Set by SCDPPPS . A O Obtain GED '

g . : : O Attend Voc. Rehab. OrJob Corp. oo o i o
Recipient: : . R e 2 : oo oo . O May serve W/E beginning y B
*Fine: ' .3 O Substance Abuse Counseling
§14-1-206 (Assessments 107. 5%] ,. i (3. Random Drug/Alcohol Testing
§14-1-211 (A)(1)(Conv. Surcharge) s $100 $ 100—— Finemaybe pd. in equal consecutive ‘weekly/monthly
§14‘l'2]] (A)(QJ{DU' Surcharge)' : $100 s i pmts.of § . sipndf e g Begmnmg zi i
§56-5-2995 (DUI Assessment) i $12 $ $ ! . Paidto Public ‘Defender Fund '
§56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test) . $25 ] '
Proviso 61.6 (Public Def/Prob) . $500 $ : Other:
§14-1-212 (Law Enforce. Funding) $25 i T
§14-1-213 (Drug Court Surcharge) $150 $ i
§50-21-114 (BUI Breath Test Fee) $50 3
§56-5-2942(J) (Vehicle Assessment) $40/each $ )

- 3%to County (lf ]Jald in ins}allments) $ 3 E EE O Appointcd PDor appoin[cd chcr.counsel,

Proviso requires $500 be paid to Clerk
~:7Y  during probation and shall be collected before any other fees.

Presiding Judge: ? } -E?P"‘!J'

Judge Code: ;_.'1'10

'I"O'I'AL

Clcrk of Court/Deputy Cle X
Court Reporter: A\

- MP-SCCA/217 (041’20 I 8)

Sentence Date: ": \
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CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT

Counsel for appellant certifies that this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed to
be included by any of the parties and not any other material and that this Record on Appeal
complies to the best of my ability with the April 15, 2014 order from the South Carolina Supreme
Court entitled “Revised Order Concerning Personal Identifying Information and Other Sensitive
Information in Appellate Court Filings.”

Respectfully Submitted,
RECEIVET) Qif %\ )
Sep262022 Sarah E. Shipe
Appellate Defender

SC Court of Appeals

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589

Columbia, SC 29211-1589

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT

This 26th day of September, 2022.





