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Motion to Lift the Abeyance Order and Allow the Direct Appeal to Proceed

Counsel respectfully requests that this Court lift the abeyance order issued by this Court
on April 4, 2022, to allow the trial judge, the Honorable Carmen T. Mullen, to rule on a pending
motion to reconsider sentence. On November 28, 2022, Judge Mullen issued a written order
denying the motion to reconsider sentence and that order is attached. Counsel respectfully
requests that the Court lift the abeyance order and allow the direct appeal to proceed. An
amended notice of intent to appeal will be filed at the same time as this motion. No additional
transcripts will need to be ordered.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathrine H. Hudgins %

Appellate Defender

December 1, 2022 ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT
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On October 19™, 2020, Appellant proceeded to a jury trial before me. The jury found
Appellant guilty. On October 21%, 2020, I sentenced Appellant to twenty (20) years concurrent
for each charge with a $10,000 fine for the hit and run and a $5,000 find for the habitual traffic
offender. On May 25, 2021, post-trial motions and Motion to Reconsider were heard and denied.
My ruling regarding reconsideration of sentence was inadvertently left out of that order.
However, when brought to my attention most recently that no ruling had been made, I read the
trial transeript and sentencing transcript as well as the Motion to Reconsider hearing transcript to
refresh my recollection despite having a ﬁery good memory of the trial and sentencing, Having
considered the above again, I respectfully Deny Defendant’s motion to reconsider sentence as I

believe it was fair and just given all the circumstances.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

Circuit Court Judge
Beanfort, South Carolina
28" day of November, 2022
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned attorney hereby certifies that a true copy of the Motion to Lift the

Abeyance Order and Allow the Direct Appeal to Proceed in the above referenced case has

been served upon William M. Blitch, Jr., Esquire, at the primary e-mail address listed in the

Attorney Information System (AIS); and on Jared Shedd, Assistant Solicitor 14 Judicial Circuit,

at Post Office Box 1880, Blufton, South Carolina 29910, this 1** day of December, 2022.

Kathrine H. Huggms %

Appellate Defender

December 1, 2022 ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT



