From: Shealy, Brenda

To: "teresanorris69@gmail.com"; "charles@groselawfirm.com"; "amabry@scag.gov"; "agwilson@scag.gov";
"jw@billnettleslaw.com"; Zelenka, Don; "mbrown@scag.gov"

Subject: Mahdi v. State

Date: Thursday, February 9, 2023 11:42:00 AM

Attachments: Mahdi order.pdf

Dear Counsel,
Attached is a copy of an Order of Court issued on the Motion to Stay
Execution in the above action.

Thank you,

Brenda F. Shealy

Chief Deputy Clerk

South Carolina Supreme Court
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The Supreme Court of South Caroling

Mikal D. Mahdi, Petitioner,

V.

State of South Carolina, Respondent.

Appellate Case No. 2014-002131

ORDER

Petitioner pled guilty to murder, second-degree burglary, and grand larceny and
was sentenced to death. This Court affirmed Petitioner's sentence. Mahdi v. State,
383 S.C. 135, 678 S.E.2d 807 (2009). Following the denial of his application for
post-conviction relief, this Court denied Petitioner's request for a writ of certiorari.
Petitioner subsequently filed a petition for a writ of habeas corpus in the federal
court, which issued a stay of execution pending resolution of the habeas corpus
action. The petition for a writ of habeas corpus was denied, and the United States
Supreme Court recently denied Petitioner's petition for a writ of certiorari. Mahdi
v. Stirling, 20 F .4th 846 (4th Cir. 2021), cert. denied., No. 22-5536, 2023 WL
124121 (Jan. 9, 2023).

Petitioner has now sent a letter to the Clerk of Court asking that she refrain from
issuing a notice of execution for Petitioner based on the pendency of Owens v.
Stirling, Appellate Case No. 2022-001280, which challenges the constitutionality
of South Carolina's methods of execution. The State opposes the request.

While we recognize the duty of the Clerk of this Court to issue an execution notice
is ministerial,' due to the pendency of Owens and in order to conserve judicial,
attorney, and Department of Corrections recourses, we direct the Clerk of Court
not to issue a notice of execution until this Court issues its decision in Owens.

! See Roberts v. Moore, 332 S.C. 488, 488, 505 S.E.2d 593, 593 (1998) (holQing itisa
ministerial duty of the Clerk of the Supreme Court to issue an execution notice pursuant to S.C.
Code Ann. § 17-25-370 (2014)).





Columbia, South Carolina
February 4 2023

cc:

Teresa L. Norris, Esquire

Alan McCrory Wilson, Esquire
J. Anthony Mabry, Esquire
Seth C. Farber, Esquire
Brandon W. Duke, Esquire

E. Charles Grose, Jr., Esquire
John Lafitte Warren III,LEsquire
Donald J. Zelenka, Esquire
Melody Jane Brown, Esquire







