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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Supreme Court
________________

APPEAL FROM BEAUFORT COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas

The Honorable Robert Bonds, Circuit Court Judge
________________

Appellate Case No. 2021-001337
________________

IN THE MATTER OF: Estate of Paul Brandon Barringer, II

Hampton Barringer Luzak ........................................................................................... Appellant,

v.

Merrill U. Barringer...................................................................................................Respondent.

________________

RETURN TO MOTION FOR PROTECTION FROM COURT APPEARANCES 
AND TO CONTINUE ORAL ARGUMENT

________________

On February 15, 2023, this Court notified counsel in this appeal that Case No. 2021-001337 

is being considered for oral argument in the Supreme Court during the May term. Counsel for all 

Respondents are available for argument during that term of Court. 

However, the Court issued the attached Order on February 10, 2023 (the “February 10 

Order”), which was filed in the related Case No. 2021-000837. After certifying the appeal in Case 

No. 2021-001337, and consolidating that appeal with Case No. 2021-000837 in a separate order, 
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the Court in the February 10 Order vacated the only circuit court order at issue in Case No. 2021-

001337, which would appear to obviate the need for oral argument in that appeal.

The February 10 Order also clarified which circuit court orders remain on appeal in Case 

No. 2021-000837. Case No. 2021-000837 is also fully briefed and could be scheduled for oral 

argument during the May term if the Court is so inclined. 

On February 22, 2023, Thomas Traxler, one of the several lawyers for Appellant, filed a 

motion requesting protection, and to continue oral argument for any appeals in these matters, 

through September 30, 2023. Although Respondents are very sympathetic to Mr. Traxler’s medical 

issues -- and wish him a speedy and full recovery – all Respondents and all of their counsel 

respectfully submit that the appeal in Case No. 2021-000837 should proceed notwithstanding his 

unfortunate absence. Respondent Merrill Barringer is 91 years old, and this litigation has been 

pending for nearly seven years. The litigation is extremely important to Mrs. Barringer as her 

youngest daughter (Appellant Hampton Luzak) seeks to preclude Mrs. Barringer from modifying 

her last will and testament. It would be unfairly prejudicial to Mrs. Barringer to further delay the 

oral arguments on appeal throughout most of 2023, which would likely have the ultimate effect of 

postponing oral arguments until 2024.  Respondent would further note that there have been other 

significant and lengthy delays due to other protection requests from a single member of Petitioner’s 

six-member legal team.

Further and with all due respect, Mr. Traxler’s participation in the oral arguments on this 

appeal should not be necessary. Ms. Luzak has at least five other attorneys representing her in this 

case, and at least one of those lawyers—Desa Ballard—has decades of experience as an appellate 

lawyer.  Mr. Traxler and Ms. Ballard have previously stated Ms. Ballard was brought into this case 

specifically to handle the appellate issues, see July 2, 2021 Hearing Transcript pp. 14 and 19 
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(Attached as Exhibit A), and nearly all of the filings and correspondence with the appellate courts 

in these related appeals have been filed by Ms. Ballard’s office. 

CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, Mrs. Barringer respectfully requests that this Court deny 

Appellant’s motion for protection and to continue oral argument, and set the only remaining appeal 

from these related matters, Case No. 2021-00837, for oral argument at the Court’s earliest 

convenience. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

TWENGE + TWOMBLEY LAW FIRM

BY: _s/J. Ashley Twombley__________________
J. Ashley Twombley, Esquire
S.C. Bar #72916
311 Carteret Street
Beaufort, SC 29902
(843) 982-0100
Twombley@twlawfirm.com
Attorney for Respondent Merrill U. Barringer, 
individually and as Personal Representative of the 
Estate of Paul Brandon Barringer, II

Alice F. Paylor, Esquire
S.C. Bar #4380
Bijan Ghom, Esquire
S.C. Bar #103531
Saxton & Stump, LLC
151 Meeting Street, Ste 400
Charleston, SC  29401
(843) 577-6726
afp@saxtonstump.com
bkg@saxtonstump.com 
Attorneys for Respondent Merrill B. Light, individually 
and as trustee of the Paul B. Barringer, II Revocable 
Trust dated December 4, 1998, and as trustee of the 
Merrill Barringer Light Revocable Trust
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Charles B. Molster, III, Esquire
(admitted pro hac vice)
The Law Offices of Charles B. Molster, III PLLC
2141 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W., Suite M
Washington, D.C. 20007
(202) 787-1312
cmolster@molsterlaw.com
Attorney admitted pro hac vice for Respondent Merrill 
B. Light, individually and as trustee of the Paul B. 
Barringer, II Revocable Trust dated December 4, 1998, 
and as trustee of the Merrill Barringer Light Revocable 
Trust

C. Mitchell Brown, Esquire
SC Bar #012872
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, LLP
1320 Main Street, 17th Floor
P.O. Box 11070
Columbia, SC 29211-1070
(803) 799-2000
mitch.brown@nelsonmullins.com 
Attorneys for Respondents, Merrill B. Light, Merrill B. 
Light as Putative Trustee of the Paul B. Barringer, II 
Revocable Trust dated December 4, 1998, and Merrill B. 
Light as Trustee of the Merrill Barringer Light 
Revocable Trust
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Robert H. Brunson, Esquire
SC Bar #11987
Merritt G. Abney, Esquire
SC Bar #071893
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, LLP
151 Meeting Street / Sixth Floor
P.O. Box 1806
Charleston, SC  29402-1806
(843) 853-5200
robert.brunson@nelsonmullins.com 
merritt.abney@nelsonmullins.com 
Attorneys for Respondents, Merrill B. Light, Merrill B. 
Light as Putative Trustee of the Paul B. Barringer, II 
Revocable Trust dated December 4, 1998, and Merrill B. 
Light as Trustee of the Merrill Barringer Light 
Revocable Trust

Beaufort, South Carolina

March 6, 2023

OTHER COUNSEL OF RECORD:

James R. Gilreath, Esquire
S.C. Bar #02133
William M. Hogan, Esquire
S.C. Bar #65272
The Gilreath Law Firm, P.A.
110 Lavinia Avenue (zip 29601)
P.O. Box 2147
Greenville, SC 29602
(864) 242-4727
jim@gilreathlaw.com
bhogan@gilreathlaw.com
Attorneys for Hampton B. Luzak

S. Alan Medlin, Esquire
S.C. Bar #3924
1713 Phelps Street
Columbia, SC 29205
(803) 777-7465
amedlin@sc.rr.com
Attorneys for Hampton B. Luzak
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Charles B. Macloskie, Esquire
S.C. Bar #3514
Macloskie Law Firm
P.O. Box 280
1506 Prince Street
Beaufort, SC 29901
(843) 524-0909
macloskielawfirm@hargray.com
Attorneys for Hampton B. Luzak

Thomas W. Traxler, Esquire
S.C. Bar #5624
Carter, Smith, Merriam, Rogers & Traxler, P.A. 
900 East North Street (29601)
P.O. Box 10828 
Greenville, SC  29603
(864) 242-3566
tom.traxler@carterlawpa.com
Attorneys for Hampton B. Luzak

Desa Ballard, Esquire
S.C. Bar #498
Ballard & Watson, Attorneys at Law
226 State Street
W. Columbia, SC  29169
(803) 796-9299
desab@desaballard.com 
Attorneys for Hampton B. Luzak

Ryan G. Rich, Esquire
S.C. Bar #80906
One South at the Plaza, Suite 3500
101 South Tryon Street
Charlotte, NC  28280-0008
(704) 378-4700
rrich@huntonAK.com
Attorneys for Coastal Forest Resources Company 
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Edward J. Fuhr, Esquire
(admitted pro hac vice)
Jonathon E. Schronce, Esquire
(admitted pro hac vice)
951 East Byrd Street
Richmond, VA  23219-4074
(804) 788-8201
efuhr@huntonAK.com 
jschronce@huntonAK.com 
Attorneys for Coastal Forest Resources Company

Erin D. Dean, Esquire
S.C. Bar #65320
Tupper, Grimsley, Dean & Canaday, P.A.
P.O. Box 2055
Beaufort, SC  29901-2055
(843) 524-1116
erindean@tgdcpa.com 
Attorneys for Coastal Forest Resources Company 


