
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE SUPREME COURT 

Certiorari to the Court of Appeals 
Appeal from Spartanburg County 

Honorable J. Derham Cole, Circuit Court Judge 

Opinion No. 5892 (S.C. Ct. App. filed 3/25/2022) 
Lower Court Case No. 2016-GS-42-02201 

THE STATE, 

RESPONDENT, 

V. 

THOMAS STEPHEN ACKER, 

PETITIONER 

APPELLATE CASE NO. 2022-000497 

MOTION TO ABATE APPELLANT'S CASE AB IN/TIO, EXTINGUISHING THE 

CONVICTIONS, AND TO WITHDRAW OPINION NO. 5892. 

On March 29, 2023, while preparing to file and serve the brief of petitioner it 

came to counsel's attention that Petitioner died on September 14, 2022. Counsel is 

currently working to obtain a copy of the death certificate to provide to the Court. 

Counsel for Petitioner respectfully asks this Court to withdraw the opinion by the Court 

of Appeals and to abate the case ab initio, extinguishing the convictions. Alternatively, 
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