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Benjamin Heyward, ) C/A No. 2022-CP-18-00442
)
Plaintiff, ) GRDER”,GMNTING’BEFENBKNT’

) TE@N‘TB:MSMI 7
Versus )
)
South Carolina Department of Corrections, )
)
Defendant. )

This matter is before the Court on the Defendant South Carolina Department of
Corrections’(hereinafter “Defendant™) Motion to Dismiss .The Defendant brought its motion on
the grounds Plaintiff’s Amended Complaint fails to state a claim for which relief may be granted

against the Defendant. Based-onmthe Tecord dnd the materiak-facts-as:showm by the:Defendamizitie
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APPLICABLE LAW

Pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) of the Scuth Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure, a motion to
dismiss must be granted when the pleadings fail to state facts sufficient to constitute a cause of
action as a matter of law. Bergstrom v. Palmetto Health Alliance, 596 S.E.2d 42, 45 (S.C. 2004).
Furthermore, a court must grant a Rule 12(b)}(6) motion to dismiss if the facts alleged and the
inferences reasonably deducible from the pleadings would not entitle a plaintiffto relief under any
theory of the case. Brown v. Leverette, 353 S.E.2d 697, 698 (8.C. 1987); McCormick v. England,
494 S.E.2d 431, 433 (8.C. Ct. App. 1997). Thus, the question to be considered is whether the
pleadings articulate any valid claim for relief. Toussaint v. Ham, 357 S.E2d 8, 9 (S.C.

1987); Cowart v. Poore, 523 S.E.2d 182, 184-85 (S.C. Ct. App. 1999).
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DISCUSSION

The Defendant South Carolina Department of Corrections is afforded the protections of the
South Carolina Tort Clairmns act as an agency of the State of South Carolina. S.C. Code Ann. §15-
78-30(a), (c), (d), and (h) (1986) (defining “agency,” “employee,” “govemmental entity,” and
“political subdivision” for purposes of the South Carolina Tort Claims Act) are applicable for any
state law claims which may be contained in Plaintiff’s Complaint.

“The remedy provided by [the South Carolina Tort Claims Act] is the exclusive civil
remedy available for any tort committed by a governmental entity, its employees, or its agents
except as provided in §15-78-70(b).” S.C, Code Ann. §15-78-20(b) (1986).

Further, the South Carolina Tort Claims Act expressly states there is no liability for claims
that are governed by the South Carolina Worker’s Compensation Act. S.C. Code §15-78-60 (14).

The Plaintiff’s Complaint seeks recovery for injuries he allegedly sustained while working

Based on the foregoing, the Defendants’ Motion to Dismiss is hereby GRANTED.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

, 2023
St George, South Carolina The Honorable Maite Murphy
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So Ordered
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