
From: Gretchen Stringer-Robinson
To: Court Of Appeals Filings
Cc: rick stringer (pfstringer@yahoo.com)
Subject: Royal v Free Kindergarten Assoc of Chas et al Appellate Case No: 2022-001165
Date: Monday, June 12, 2023 9:10:15 AM
Attachments: Joinder.pdf

Designation of Matter .pdf
Proof of Service of Joinder.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Dear Ms. Kitchings:
 
Please find enclosed:
 
1. Joinder in Initial Brief;
2. Designation of Matter; and,
3. Proof of Service
 
in the above captioned matter.
 
We are serving all parties by email today as well.
 
Thanking you and with best regards, I am
 
Very truly yours,
 
Gretchen Stringer-Robinson
Legal Assistant                                                                                                                                                
 
Note:  I am in the office on Monday and Wednesday mornings, only. If you need
immediate assistance, please call the office number listed below.
 
Patrick F. Stringer, Esq.
Elizabeth J. Stringer, Esq.                                                                 
                                                                             
753 Folly Road (zip: 29412)                                         
PO Box 12370        
Charleston SC 29422-2370
Ph: 843 795 1331 ext 11
Fax: 843 762 0144
 
DISCLAIMER NOTICE:  This communication falls within the attorney-
client privilege.  The contents are confidential and private.  If
you are not the intended recipient, delete this communication
immediately.   This transmission (and/or the attached documents)
may contain information that is privileged and confidential.  If
you are not the intended recipient, please contact the originator
as soon as possible.  Also, you are hereby notified that any
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


In the Court of Appeals 


___________________ 


 


APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY 


Court of Common Pleas 


Mikell R. Scarborough, Master-in-Equity 


___________________  


 


Appellate Case No. 2022-001165 


____________________  


 


Michael D. Royal, Appellant, 


 


v. 


 


Free Kindergarten Association of Charleston, Respondent, 


 


The Attorney General of the State of South Carolina and 


The Charleston County School District, Co-Respondents. 


 


_____________________ 


 


JOINDER IN INITIAL BRIEF OF CO-RESPONDENT THE ATTORNEY 


GENERAL OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


 


_____________________ 


 


Patrick F. Stringer   S.C. Bar No. 5396 


pfstringer@yahoo.com 


753 Folly Road 


PO Box 12370 


Charleston, S.C. 29422-2370 


Telephone: (843) 795-1331 


 


Counsel for Respondent 


Free Kindergarten Association 


of Charleston 
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Respondent Free Kindergarten Association of Charleston, pursuant to Appellant 


Court Rule 208(b)(6) respectfully joins with arguments presented in the Initial Brief filed 


by Co-Respondent, The Attorney General of the State of South Carolina.  


 


INTRODUCTION AND FACTUAL BACKGROUND 


 


 Pursuant to the Agreement between the Plaintiff and Defendant Free Kindergarten 


Association of Charleston (FKAC) a closing was scheduled and FKAC was prepared for 


closing, having provided Notice to the Attorney General’s Office via letter dated April 4, 


2018 of the pending sale of substantially all of its assets, which consisted of the property 


in question.  As noted in Appellant’s Initial Brief, the FKAC advised by letter dated May 


14, 2018 that it refused to close without the necessary Attorney General’s approval. The 


FKAC obviously never received approval from the Attorney General’s Office and this 


suit ensued.  


 At the trial on December 15, 2021, the Honorable Mikell R. Scarborough granted 


the Attorney General’s Motion for Nonsuit pursuant to Rule 41(b) of the S.C.R.C.P. The 


refusal to close without the Attorney General’s approval was, therefore, confirmed at trial 


based on reasons expressed in the Final Order as well as arguments expressed in the 


Attorney General’s Initial Brief herein.  


RESPONDENT FKAC JOINS IN ARGUMENTS PRESENTED BY 


CO-RESPONDENT ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE OF SOUTH 


CAROLINA IN ITS INITIAL BRIEF 


 


 The FKAC is a nonprofit corporation and as such is subject to the law regarding 


such entities. The arguments expressed in the Trial Court’s Order as well as the Initial 


Brief of Co-Respondent Attorney General of the State of South Carolina are consistent  
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with the FKAC’s position and therefore the FKAC joins in the Initial Brief of the 


Attorney General of the State of South Carolina.  


     Respectfully submitted, 


 


     _s/Patrick F. Stringer_____________ 


     Patrick F. Stringer   S.C. Bar No. 5396 


pfstringer@yahoo.com 


753 Folly Road 


PO Box 12370 


Charleston, S.C. 29422-2370 


Telephone: (843) 795-1331 


 


Dated: __June 12, 2023_____ Counsel for Respondent 


Charleston, S.C.   Free Kindergarten Association 


of Charleston 
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


IN THE COURT OF APPEALS 


 


_______________________ 


Appeal from Charleston County 


Court of Common Pleas 


Mikell R. Scarborough, Master-in-Equity 


________________________ 


Appellate Case No.: 2022-001165 


Trial Court Case No.: 2018-CP-10-05739 


 


Michael D. Royal, Appellant, 


v. 


Free Kindergarten Association of Charleston, Respondent, 


The Attorney General of the State of South Carolina and  


The Charleston County School District, Respondents. 


 


________________________ 


 


RESPONDENT FREE KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION OF CHARLESTON’S 


DESIGNATION OF MATTER 


TO BE INCLUDED IN THE RECORD ON APPEAL 


________________________ 


 


Respondent Free Kindergarten Association of Charleston, designates the following to be 


included in the Record on Appeal: 


1. Transcript of Trial on December 15, 2021 


2. Summons and Complaint filed December 4, 2018 


3. Answer of Free Kindergarten, filed January 7, 2019 


4. SCAG Motion to Intervene, filed January 28, 2019 


5. Charleston County School District Motion to Intervene, filed February7, 2019 


6. Order of Reference to Master, filed March 21, 2019 


7. Master’s Order Granting Motions to Intervene, filed June 7, 2019 


8. Answer, Counterclaim, Crossclaim and Request for Declaratory Judgment of Charleston 


County School District, filed June 24, 2019 


9. Free Kindergarten’s Reply to Request for Declaratory Judgment of School District, filed 


July 1, 2019 


10. Order Granting Motion of the Attorney General of the State of South Carolina to 


Intervene, filed July 10, 2019 
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11. South Carolina Attorney General Alan Wilson’s Answer, filed July 25, 2019 


12. Answer/Reply of SCAG to the Charleston County School District’s Request for 


Declaratory Judgment, filed July 25, 2019 


13. Order Granting Motion of Charleston County School District to Intervene, filed August 


22, 2019 


14. Order Appointing Receiver for Defendant Free Kindergarten Association of Charleston, 


Filed February 22, 2021. 


15. Motion to Intervene of Charleston Chapter No. 4, UDC and the Confederate Museum, 


filed June 17, 2021 


16. Order Granting Motion to Intervene, filed August 10, 2021 


17. Stipulation of Dismissal of UDC and Confederate Museum, filed October 28, 2021 


18. The Attorney General of the State of South Carolina’s Pre-Trial Brief, filed December 6, 


2021 


19. The Attorney General of the State of South Carolina’s Memorandum of Law, filed 


December 8, 2021 


20. The Attorney General of the State of South Carolina’s Pre-Trial Brief Supplement, filed 


December 14, 2021 


21. SCAG Trial Exhibit 1 


22. Order filed March 31, 2022 


23. Plaintiff’s Motion to Reconsider, filed April 8, 2022 


24. Charleston County School District Motion to Exclude and Strike, filed April 8, 2022 


25. Plaintiff’s Amended Motion to Reconsider, filed April 10, 2022 


26. Order Denying Plaintiff’s Motion to Reconsider, filed July 18, 2022 


27. Order Regarding Motion to Exclude and Strike, filed July 18, 2022 


28. Free Kindergarten Articles of Incorporation 


29. Free Kindergarten Certificate of Incorporation 


30. Letter filed March 30, 2022 from Evan P. Williams to Julie J. Armstrong (5 page letter) 


 


I certify that this designation contains no matter which is irrelevant to this appeal. 


 


 


FREE KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION 


OF CHARLESTON 


PATRICK F. STRINGER (S.C. Bar No. 5396) 


PO Box 12370 


Charleston, SC 29422-2370 


(843) 795-1331 
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TABLE OF AUTHORITIES 


IV. Conclusion 


 For the reasons set forth herein, the trial court should be affirmed. 


Respectfully submitted, 


 


By:  s/Patrick F. Stringer   


FREE KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION 


OF CHARLESTON 


PATRICK F. STRINGER (S.C. Bar No. 5396) 


PO Box 12370 


Dated:  June 12, 2023    Charleston, SC 29422-2370 


Charleston, S.C.     (843) 795-1331 


 


 


 


 


 








 


 


THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


In the Court of Appeals 


___________________ 


 


APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY 


Court of Common Pleas 


Mikell R. Scarborough, Master-in-Equity 


___________________  


 


Appellate Case No. 2022-001165 


____________________  


 


Michael D. Royal, Appellant, 


 


v. 


 


Free Kindergarten Association of Charleston, Respondent, 


 


The Attorney General of the State of South Carolina and 


The Charleston County School District, Co-Respondents. 


 


_____________________ 


 


PROOF OF SERVICE 


_____________________ 


 


 I certify that I have served the Joinder in Initial Brief and Designation of Matter to 


be Included in Record on the above-named Appellant and Co-Respondents via email to 


their respective counsel of record, on June 12, 2023, containing the above-referenced 


document as attachment in pdf, sent to the addresses shown below. 


 


Jeffrey S. Tibbals, Esq.     A Bright Ariail, Esq. 


jst@bybeetibbals.com     bright@brightariaillaw.com  


Evan P. Williams     Law Office of A. Bright Ariail, LLC 


ewilliams@bybeetibbals.com    Warren W. Ariail, Esq. 


BYBEE & TIBBALS, LLC    warren@ariaillaw.com  


735 Johnnie Dodds Blvd., Suite 104 (29464)  Ariail Law Firm, LLC 


P.O. Box 1542      125E Wappoo Creek Drive 


Mt. Pleasant, S.C. 29646    Suite 202 


       Charleston, S.C. 29412 


Counsel for Appellant Michael D. Royal 


       Counsel for Respondent 


The Charleston County School 


District 
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Mary Frances Jowers, Esq.   Joseph K. Qualey, Esq. 


Asst. Deputy Attorney General  Qualey Law Firm 


mfjowers@scag.gov    joequaley@qlawfirm.com  


Office of the South Carolina    23 Broad Street 


Attorney General    Charleston, S.C. 29401 


P.O. Box 11549 


Columbia, S.C. 29211    Court-Appointed Receiver for 


      Respondent Free Kindergarten 


Counsel for Respondent    Association of Charleston 


The Attorney General of the 


State of South Carolina 


 


     Respectfully submitted, 


 


     __s/Patrick F. Stringer_____________ 


     Patrick F. Stringer   S.C. Bar No. 5396 


pfstringer@yahoo.com 


753 Folly Road 


PO Box 12370 


Charleston, S.C. 29422-2370 


Telephone: (843) 795-1331 


 


June 12, 2023.    Counsel for Respondent 


Charleston, S.C.   Free Kindergarten Association 


of Charleston 
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disclosure, distribution, copying or other use or action taken in
reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited
without the express permission of the sender.  If you have recieved
this transmission in error, please delete the information from your
system.  Thank you. 
 


