From: Matt Williamson

To: Court Of Appeals Filings

Cc: Darla Pierce; Jillian Huckeba; Patrick Killen; Leanna Whitaker
Subject: Filing of Notice of Appeal in John Allen Welch Jr. v. State
Date: Thursday, June 29, 2023 10:45:53 AM
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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Dear Sir or Madam:

Please find attached to this email a packet of documents related to the filing of an appeal from
a matter tried in the Clarendon County Court of General Sessions.

The Indictment Numbers were 2022-GS-14-0225 and 2022-GS-14-0226. | represent Mr. John
Allen Welch, Jr, the Appellant. | have copied opposing counsel to this email so that she is
aware of this communication.

Hard copies of the attached Notice of Appeal and Prof of Delivery are being mailed via
certified mail to the Clarendon County Clerk of Court and the Court of Appeals as well.

Please let me know if there are any other steps that | need to take in connection with this
email.

Sincerely,

Matthew A. Williamson
Attorney at Law

<I-[if vml]-  Matthew A. Williavmson

-> Litigation Associate

Office (803) 774-5026
Direct (803)774-8508
SHULER-KILLEN  Fax (803)774-5028

LAW FIRM

| . Email
<I--[endif]-- mwilliamson@shulerkillen.com
> 1 Law Range Suite B,

Sumter, SC 29150
Monday-Thursday 8:00 a.m. — 5:00
p.m.

Friday 8:00 a.m. — TBD
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MATTHEW A. WILLIAMSON

June 29, 2023

The South Carolina Court of Appeals

Attn: Hon. V. Claire Allen — Deputy Clerk of Court
P.O. Box 11629

Columbia, South Carolina 29211

Clarendon County Clerk of Court
Attn: Hon. Beulah G. Roberts

3 W. Keitt Street

Manning, South Carolina 29102

RE: The State v. John Alien Welch, Jr.

Case Numbers: 2022A1410100059 and 2022A1410100060

Indictment Numbers: 2022-GS-14-0225 and 2022-GS-14-0226

Appellate Case No.: N/A

Dear Mrs. Allen and Mrs. Roberts:

Enclosed for filing with the Court of Appeals and the Clarendon County Court of
General Sessions please find a copy of Counsel for Appellant’s Notice of Appeal and
Proof of Service for same in connection with the above matters. Opposing counsel is

being served with same via copy of this letter.

Please do not hesitate to contact my office should you need anything further

regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

Matthew A. Williamson
SC Bar No. 103951

Attorney at Law

MAW/
Enclosures: As Stated

CC: Clarendon County Solicitor's Office
Attn: Darla Pierce, Assistant Solicitor
3 W. Keitt Street
Manning, South Carolina 29102
Attorney for Respondent
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NOTICE OF APPEAL FROM A SENTENCE IMPOSED BY THE COURT
OF GENERAL SESSIONS

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals
APPEAL FROM CLARENDON COUNTY
Court of General Sessions

R. Kirk Griffin, Circuit Court Judge

Case No. 2022A1410100059 and 2022A1410100060
Indictment Numbers; 2022-GS-14-0225 and 2022-GS-14-0226

The State, Respondent,
V.
John A. Welch, Jr., Appellant.
NOTICE OF APPEAL

John A. Welch, Jr. appeals his conviction and sentence in this case. The sentence was
imposed by the Honorable R. Kirk Griffin on March 22, 2023. Appellant filed a timely post-trial
motion for Judgement of Acquittal and to Reconsider Sentence. The aforementioned Motion
was denied on May 4, 2023 in an Order filed on May 8, 2023. Counsel for Defendant received
written notice of the aforementioned Order on June 29, 2023

June 29, 2023

Mat{hew A Wllhamson
Shuler-Killen Law Firm
1 Law Range, Suite B
Sumter, SC 29150
803-774-8508
Attorney for Appellant

Other Counsel of Record:

Darla Pierce

Assistant Solicitor

3 W. Keitt Street

Manning, SC 29102

(803) 435-4071

Attorney for Respondent
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
) IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
COUNTY OF CLARENDON )
)
THE STATE, )
)
-vs- ) ORDER
)
JOHN ALLEN WELCH, JR, ) Indictment Number: 2022-GS14-0225
) Indictment Number: 2022-GS14-0226
)
Defendant. )
)

The Defendant seeks an Order of this Court for a Judgment of Acquittal or in the alternative
for Reconsideration of Sentence. The Defendant was convicted by a of two counts of Criminal
Sexual Conduct with a Minor in the Second Degree on March 22, 2023. The Court sentenced the
Defendant to concurrent sixteen year sentences.

Rule 29(a) of the South Carolina Rules of Criminal Procedure grants the trial judge
discretion to decide post-trial motions upon briefs (iled by the parties without oral argument.
Pursuant to Rule 29 (a), this Court determines that these motions will be decided on briefs filed by
the partics and without oral argument.

Upon review of the briefs submitted by the parties, the Court respectfully denies the
Defendant’s Motion for Judgment of Acquittal and Motion for Reconsideration of Sentence. In
this case, the victim testified about multiple instances of sexual battery by the Defendant that
occurred while she was fourteen and fifteen years of age. The jury also considered text messages
between the victim and defendant which corroborated the victim’s testimony regarding their
relationship. The sexual battery was reported to law enforcement long after the sexual battery

ended.
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The jury considered the testimony of the victim, along with other evidence presented by
the State. The lack of physical evidence was presented to the jury. The jury found the evidence
presented by the State credible. Granting a motion for a Judgment of Acquittal would require the
Court to weigh the evidence, which is the role of the trial jury.

The Court also denies the motion for Reconsideration of Sentence. The Defendant was
sentenced to less than the maximum sentence on each indictment. The sentences will run

concurrently. The sentences were proper considering the crimes for which the Defendant was

convicted.
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NOTICE OF APPEAL FROM A SENTENCE IMPOSED BY THE
COURTOF GENERAL SESSIONS

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of
Appeals

APPEAL FROM CLARENDON COUNTY
Court of General Sessions

R. Kirk Griffin, Circuit Court Judge

Case No. 2022A1410100059 and 2022A1410100060
Indictment Numbers: 2022-GS-14-0225 and 2022-GS-14-0226

The State, Respondent,

John A. Welch, Jr., Appellant.

PROOF OF SERVICE

I certify that I have served the Notice of Appeal by depositing a copy of it in the United
States Mail, postage prepaid, on June 29, 2023, addressed to the Respondent, Clarendon County
Solicitor’s Office — Darla Pierce, 3 W. Keitt Street, Manning, SC 29102.

SHULER-KILLEN, LLC

1 Law Range, Suite B

Sumter, South Carolina 29150
(803) 774-5026

(803) 774-5028
mwilliamson@shulerkillen.com

Sumter, South Carolina
Date: June 29, 2023
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This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named
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