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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In The Court of Appeals  

_______________ 
 

APPEAL FROM AIKEN COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 

J. Cordell Maddox, Jr., Circuit Court Judge 
_______________ 

 
Appellate Case No. 2023-001211 

Case No. 2021-CP-02-00889 
_______________ 

 
Julianne Foster, ..................................................................  Plaintiff, 

v. 
 

Rhett Riviere, Katherine A. Thomas, Chase Enterprises, 
LLC of South Carolina, and Airbnb, Inc., .........................  

 
Defendants, 

 
Of which 

 
Rhett Riviere, is the  ..........................................................  
 

AND 
 
Airbnb, Inc., .......................................................................  
 

 v. 
Rhett Riviere, .....................................................................  

 
 

Appellant, 
 
 
 

Respondent, 
 
 

Appellant. 
  

____________________________ 
 

AMENDED NOTICE OF APPEAL 
____________________________ 

 
 Rhett Riviere (“Riviere”) appeals the Order filed July 26, 2023, denying Riviere’s Motion 

to Compel Arbitration and Motion to Dismiss or, in the Alternative, Stay.  Riviere received written 

notice of the order denying its Motion to Compel Arbitration and Motion to Dismiss or, in the 

Alternative, Stay on July 26, 2023. 

 South Carolina case law provides that “[a]n order denying arbitration is immediately 

appealable.”  Cape Romain Contractors, Inc. v. Wando E., LLC, 405 S.C. 115, 121, 747 S.E.2d 

461, 464 (2013); see also Towles v. United HealthCare Corp., 338 S.C. 29, 34-35, 524 S.E.2d 839, 
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842 (Ct. App. 1999) (noting section 16 of the FAA explicitly provides for an appeal from an order 

denying a motion to compel arbitration and finding that the circuit court’s order refusing to compel 

arbitration was immediately appealable).  Therefore, this appeal is ripe for the Court’s review and 

consideration.   

 

 GRIFFIN HUMPHRIES LLC 

 By:    
  James M. Griffin, SC Bar No.: 9995 
  Margaret N. Fox, SC Bar No.: 76228 
  4408 Forest Drive, Suite 300 
  P.O. Box 999 (29202) 
  Columbia, South Carolina 29206 
  Telephone: 803-744-0800 
  jgriffin@griffindavislaw.com 
  mfox@griffindavislaw.com  
   

MCCULLOCH & SCHILLACI, ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 Joseph M. McCulloch, SC Bar No.: 3760 
 Kathy R. Schillaci, SC Bar No.: 17248 
 1116 Blanding Street 
 P.O. Box 11623 (29211) 
 Columbia, South Carolina 29201 
 Telephone: 803-779-0005 
 joe@mccullochlaw.com 
 kathy@mccullochlaw.com 
 
Attorneys for Rhett Riviere 

 
Columbia, South Carolina 
September 1, 2023 
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____________________________ 
 

PROOF OF SERVICE 
____________________________ 

 
 I, Jaime Harmon, legal assistant at Griffin Humphries LLC, attorneys for the Appellant, 
located at 4408 Forest Drive, Suite 300, Columbia, South Carolina 29206, hereby certify that on 
September 1, 2023, I have served all counsel in this action a copy of the Amended Notice of 
Appeal by emailing a copy to each attorney listed below using their primary email address listed 
in the Attorney Information System: 
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Served:  Richard A. Harpootlian 
Phillip Donald Barber 
RICHARD A. HARPOOTLIAN, P.A. 
1410 Laurel Street 
Columbia, South Carolina 29201 
rah@harpootlianlaw.com 
pdb@harpootlianlaw.com 
 
C. Mitchell Brown 
Blake T. Williams 
Matthew A. Abee 
NELSON MULLINS RILEY & SCARBOROUGH LLP 
1320 Main Street, 17th Floor 
Columbia, South Carolina 29201 
Mitch.brown@nelsonmullins.com 
Blake.williams@nelsonmullins.com 
Matt.abee@nelsonmullins.com 

 
Beattie B. Ashmore 
650 East Washington Street 
Greenville. South Carolina 29601 
beattie@beattieashmore.com 

 
Dawn Sestito (Admitted PHV) 
O’Melveny & Myers LLP 
400 South Hope Street 
Los Angeles, California 90071 
dsestito@omm.com 

 
Damali A. Taylor (Admitted PHV) 
O’Melveny & Myers LLP 
Two Embarcadero Center, 28th Floor 
San Francisco, California 94131 
dtaylor@omm.com 
 
Attorneys for Airbnb, Inc., Respondent 
 
 
Wesley D. Few 
WESLEY D. FEW, LLC 
P.O. Box 9398 
Greenville, South Carolina 29604 
wes@wesleyfew.com 
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Deborah B. Barbier 
DEBORAH B. BARBIER, LLC 
1811 Pickens Street 
Columbia, South Carolina 29201 
dbb@deborahbarbier.com 

 
Ryan L. Beasley 
RYAN L. BEASLEY, ATTY. AT LAW, P.A 
416 East North Street 
Greenville, South Carolina 29601 
rlb@ryanbeasleylaw.com 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 

 
 

Damon Wlodarczyk 
Riley Pope & Laney, LLC 
P.O. Box 11412 
Columbia, South Carolina 29211 
damonw@rplfirm.com 
 
Attorney for Katherine A. Thomas 
 

 
 

 
      
     __________________________ 
     Jaime Harmon 

 
 
Columbia, South Carolina 
September 1, 2023 
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