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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

To The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings:

Attached is our Notice of Appeal, to include the Final Order of Special Referee of August 21,
2023. Notice of Entry of Appearance, and Proof of Service in the above matter. Please note that |
have included all opposing counsel on this email for evidence of serving the Notice of Appeal on all
parties. My filing fee will be forwarded as soon as | receive the Appellant Court file number for this
appeal. Should you require anything further, please notify this office.
With warmest regards,
Leanne Motes
Assistant to Mr. Johnson

Leanne Motes

Law Office of Darrell Thomas Johnson, Jr., LLC

Post Office Box 1125 Hardeeville, South Carolina 29927
843-784-2142

843-784-5770 (facsimile)

CONFIDENTIAL & PRIVILEGED:

Unless otherwise indicated or obvious from the nature of the above communication, the information
contained herein may be an attorney-client privileged and confidential information/work product.
The communication is intended for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of
this transmission is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.

If you have received this communication in error or are not sure whether it is privileged, please
immediately notify us by return e-mail and destroy any copies, electronic, paper or otherwise, which
you may have of this communication.
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM JASPER COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas

The Honorable Algernon G. Solomons, Jr., Special Referee

Case No. 2020-CP-27-00323

Justini Realty, INC., .ooooviiiiiiiiii e Plaintiff/Respondent
V.

Rhonda Mitchell, Tax Collector for Jasper County,
And Robert Strickland, .........oooiiiiii Defendants

of whom, Robert Strickland is ... ........ ... e Appellant

NOTICE OF APPEAL

Appellant/Defendant Robert Strickland appeals the Order of the Algernon Solomons dated
August 21, 2023. Appellant received written notice of entry of the Order of August 21, 2023, on
or after August 21, 2023. .

September 20, 2023 __s/Mills L. Morrison, Jr.
Darrell Thomas Johnson, Jr. (3010)
Mills L. Morrison, Jr. (68546)
Law Offices of Darrell Thomas Johnson, Jr., LLC
Post Office Box 1125
Hardeeville, South Carolina 29927
(843) 784-2142
Attorneys for Appellant

Other Counsel of Record:

Attorney for Respondent

R. Thayer Rivers, Jr.

Post Office Box 668

Ridgeland, South Carolina 29936






THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM JASPER COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas

The Honorable Algernon G. Solomons, Jr., Special Referee

Case No. 2020-CP-27-00323

Justini Realty, INC., .ooooviiiiiiiiii e Plaintiff/Respondent
V.

Rhonda Mitchell, Tax Collector for Jasper County,
And Robert Strickland, .........oooiiiiii Defendants

of whom, Robert Strickland is ... ........ ... e Appellant

NOTICE OF ENTRY OF APPEARANCE

COMES NOW Mills Lane Morrison, Jr., and enters his appearance as attorney of record

for Appellant/Defendant Robert Strickland.

September 20, 2023 s/Mills L. Morrison, Jr.
Darrell Thomas Johnson, Jr. (3010)
Mills L. Morrison, Jr. (68546)
Law Offices of Darrell Thomas Johnson, Jr., LLC
Post Office Box 1125
Hardeeville, South Carolina 29927
(843) 784-2142
Attorneys for Appellant

Other Counsel of Record:

Attorney for Respondent

R. Thayer Rivers, Jr.

Post Office Box 668

Ridgeland, South Carolina 29936






THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM JASPER COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas

The Honorable Algernon G. Solomons, Jr., Special Referee

Case No. 2020-CP-27-00323

Justini Realty, INC., .ooveeiieiieieeee ettt Plaintiff/Respondent
V.

Rhonda Mitchell, Tax Collector for Jasper County,
And Robert Strickland, ..........o.oiiiiiii Defendants

of whom, Robert Strickland is ... ... ... .. . e Appellant

PROOF OF ERVICE

I certify that I have served via Email and via US Mail , the Notice of Appeal, Order of August
21, 2023 of Special Referee and Notice of Entry of Appearance, on Respondent, Justini Realty, Inc.,
and Jasper County Delinquent Tax Office, via Email, and by depositing a copy of it in the United
States Mail, postage prepaid, on September 20, 2023, to its attorney of record, addressed to:

R. Thayer Rivers, Jr., Esq.
Post Office Box 668
Ridgeland, South Carolina 29936

And

David L. Tedder, Esquire
PO Box 1282
Beaufort, South Carolina 29901
LAW OFFICE OF
DARRELL T. JOHNSON, JR., LLC

s/Mills L. Morrison, Jr.
Darrell Thomas Johnson, Jr. (3010)
Mills L. Morrison, Jr. (68546)
Post Office Box 1125
Hardeeville, South Carolina 29927
(843) 784-2142
Tdjohson1@johnsonslawoffice.com
Attorneys for Appellant







STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

]
COUNTY OF JASPER ) CASE NUMBER: 2020-CP-27-00323
JUSTINI REALTY . INC., )
' =3
Plaintiff, ) wr ¢
)
v, ] FINAL ORDER
}
RHONDA MITCHELL., TAX ]
COLLECTOR FOR JASPER ]
COUNTY and ROBERT ] ;‘ ] ¢
STRICKLAND, ] o
)
Defendants. )

This matter came before me on August 2, 2023, Present at the hearing was the Plaintiff,

David Justini, along with his attorney. R. Thayer Rivers. Ir. David Tedder, the attorney for the

Defendant. Jasper County, was also present. The Defendant was not present although notice of

the hearing had been served on him. Testimony was taken. The Plaintiff brought this action
alleging a violation of 12-51-40 of the Code of Laws, 1976, as amended. The Plaintuffs
additional contention was that in violation of 12-51-40. Subsection C. the property was not
posted in “one or more conspicuous places.” Testimony was that the property posting card
(which was introduced into evidence) was posted at what is basically the back gate of the
premises in question, being a development in Jasper County on a street that is used by almost no
one and 1s usually under water. There was no posting on the front of the property or anvplace
=
where it would be easily noticed by the public. There was further testimony by Mr. Justini that
the only people that came to that gate was Republic Waste who came once every several weeks
and he would personally unlock the gate and let them in. He further testified and showed his

garbage bill to show what date afier the posting he had been there, and there was nothing posted

there. The Plaintiff” further amended the complaint to include that there was a further violation

ol Section 12-51-120 which mandates that “at the end of the redemption period at_the best






address of the owner available to the person in charge of collecting taxes (emphasis added). the

final notice will be sent to the landowner. The testimony shows that Mr. Justini operated a very
large porch design and erection business on the properties that adjoin each other. The property
in question is where he stores his vehicles, equipment and inventory. The record shows that he
had sent in a change of address notice so that the address of the front was properly noticed to the
county. Both properties were in the name of Justini Realty, Inc. It appears that it had been a
matter of a small consequence for the delinquent tax collector to look up Justini Realty, Inc.. and
would have been when given the correct address of the premises being the adjoining parcel.
which was co-joined with this and the Justini porch business.

Clearly such was not done. [ allowed the Plaintiff to move to amend his complaint to
allow this further violation of the code, and allowed the Defendant, Jasper County, to amend
their answer to insert a general denial.

From Mr. Justini’s testimony. he has some eight million ($8.000.000.00) worth of
business on these combined premises so this is not a small matter.

Based upon the foregoing testimony, the Plaintiff has met his burden of proof and,
therefore,

ORDERED that the tax deed issued by the delinquent tax collector to the Defendant.
Robert Strickland be set aside. Margaret Bostick, Clerk of Court for Jasper County, is hereby
ordered to execute a deed pursuant to this Order conveying the premises back to Justini Realty.
Inc.. 174 Browns Cove Road, Ridgeland, SC, 29936. | will further retain jurisdiction over this
matter to 1ssue any deeds or any other public document that is needed to carry out this Order.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

ALGERNON G. SOLOMONS. JR
Special Referee

=
August \% L2023







