From: Christopher Pearce

To: Thompson, Ashli; Charles Jordan, Jr.; Raymond Wells
Cc: Tameika Jackson; Jennifer Hergan

Subject: RE: Mims v. Ray

Date: Thursday, September 28, 2023 12:06:53 PM
Attachments: 2014-07-16-01 Supreme Court of South Carolina.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Ms. Thompson:

Left you a voice-mail earlier. Unfortunately, | am scheduled to be in depositions the remainder of
the day. Thus, | wanted to reply by email before those proceedings start at 12 noon.

Based on our interpretation of Rule 242, SCAR, and the attached Supreme Court of South Carolina
Order, it was our understanding that a Return to the subject Petition for Writ of Certiorari was
optional. Given the relative simplicity of this case and lack of any new arguments raised by the
Petitioner in the subject Petition for Writ of Certiorari, we intended to file the appropriate briefs and
related materials only after the Court granted the subject Petition for Writ of Certiorari. If a Return
to the Petition for Writ of Certiorari is mandatory / required of us at this time, we will need to file a
Motion for Extension to File that Return. In an abundance of caution, we are preparing that Motion
for Extension now and will file it as needed by the end of the day.

Thanks and look forward to hearing from you on this matter.

Christopher H. Pearce, Esq.
Principal Attorney

SC Certified Mediator / Arbitrator
The Pearce Law Group, P.C.
1314 Professional Drive

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 29577
(P) 843.839.3210, Ext. 101

(F) 843.839.3214

WWW.pearcelawgroup.com

Confidentiality Notice: This communication (including attachments) is being sent by or on behalf of a lawyer or law firm and
may contain confidential or legally privileged information. The sender does not intend to waive any privilege, including the
attorney-client privilege, that may attach to this communication. If you are not the intended recipient, you are not authorized
to intercept, read, print, retain, copy, forward, or disseminate this communication. If you have received this communication
in error, please notify sender immediately by email and delete this communication and all copies.

Circular 230 Disclosure: To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any US Federal Tax
advice contained in this communication (including attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used,
for the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties uner the internal revenue code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to
another party any transaction or matter addressed herein. This advice may not be forwarded (other than to the taxpayer to

whom it has been sent) without our express written consent.
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2014-07-16-01

The Supreme Court of South Carolina

RE: Extensions in Cases Seeking a Petition for a Writ of Certiorari to
Review a Decision of the South Carolina Court of Appeals

ORDER

Under Rule 242 of the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules (SCACR), a
party may seek review of a decision of the South Carolina Court of Appeals by
filing a petition for a writ of certiorari and appendix with this Court. In
response, the respondent may file a return to the petition for a writ of
certiorari, and the petitioner may file a reply to the return. Under the rule, this
entire process is to be completed not later than seventy (70) days after the
Court of Appeals denied the petition for rehearing or reinstatement in the
appeal. When the petition and any return or reply have been filed, the matter
is then ready for this Court to determine if the petition for a writ of certiorari will

be granted or denied.

Under Rule 242(d)(2), SCACR, "[o]nly those questions raised in the Court of
Appeals and in the petition for rehearing shall be included in the petition for
writ of certiorari as a question presented to the Supreme Court." Therefore, in
most cases, the preparation of the petition and return will involve no more
than taking the arguments already made in the briefs before the Court of
Appeals, putting in the additional case history information, and updating and
checking the citations. Additionally, the preparation of the appendix should
take little time or effort since it is composed of documents that have already
been filed with the Court of Appeals. Rule 242(e), SCACR (content of

appendix).

In the event this Court grants the petition for a writ of certiorari, the parties will
proceed to serve and file briefs in the manner specified by Rule 242(i),
SCACR. Once again, the preparation of these briefs in most cases will merely
involve a further refinement of the arguments already made in the petition,

return, or reply.

In short, there should be very little reason for a party to need an extension of
time to complete any of the steps required by Rule 242,

SCACR. Unfortunately, in practice, this has not been the case, and parties
have been routinely seeking multiple extensions. As a result, the final





resolution of a case that has already gone through a lengthy appeal process
at the Court of Appeals is further delayed.

Accordingly, this Court establishes the following policy regarding extensions in
cases filed under Rule 242, SCACR:

(1)  Upon a showing of good cause, a party (or multiple parties if
represented by the same counsel) may be granted extensions totaling no
more than twenty (20) days during the proceedings before this Court. If
multiple extensions are taken within the twenty (20) day cumulative limit, the
minimum period that can be requested is five (5) days.

(2) Any extension beyond the twenty (20) days specified in (1) above

will be granted only if extraordinary circumstances such as illness or other
circumstances beyond the control of the movant warrant the granting of the
extension. The parties are warned that the press of other business is not an
extraordinary circumstance which will warrant the granting of an extension.
These extensions will generally be granted for no more than ten (10) days.

The order shall be effective immediately. For a party (or multiple parties if
represented by the same counsel) who has been granted an extension or
extensions totaling twenty (20) days or more prior to the date of this order,
one additional extension of ten (10) days may be granted upon a showing of
good cause, but any further extensions will be granted only upon a showing of
extraordinary circumstances as provided in (2) above.

s/Jean H. Toal C.J.

s/Costa M. Pleicones
s/Donald W. Beatty

s/John W. Kittredge
s/Kaye G. Hearn

c o« <

Columbia, South Carolina
July 16, 2014






From: Thompson, Ashli <athompson@sccourts.org>

Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2023 9:45 AM

To: Christopher Pearce <cpearce@pearcelawgroup.com>; pam@sansburylaw.com; Charles Jordan,
Jr. <cjordan@pearcelawgroup.com>; Raymond Wells <rwells@pearcelawgroup.com>

Subject: Mims v. Ray

Good morning,

Per our records, the return to petition for writ of certiorari in the above referenced matter was due
on or before 9/25. Do you intend to file a return?

Sincerely,

Ashli Thompson

Senior Case Management Specialist
Supreme Court of South Carolina
(803) 734-1080

~~~ CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE ~~~ This message is intended only for the addressee and may contain
information that is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, do not read, copy, retain, or
disseminate this message or any attachment. If you have received this message in error, please
contact the sender immediately and delete all copies of the message and any attachments.



