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Certificate of Appellant

The undersigned hereby certifies that the Record on Appeal contains all material proposed to be included by
any of the parties and not any other material.
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Probate

[

“ourt Order of September 8, 2021

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLIN
COUNTY OF YORK

Joe Louts Adams Je.,

Betty Ogbuncke,

IN THE MATTER OF:
Joe Lewis Adams Sz,

A

Mg

IN THE PROBATE COURT
EIVER

R Case Wo.: 2021-ES-46-00777
i -8 A %uq
J -

ORDER.ON AN APPLICATION FOR
RESTRAINT AND

PERFORMANCE OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE

£

oD

andd
Mg
i e

plicant, *

spondent,

This matter comes be
Performance on Julyl2, 2021

as Personal Representative ol th

The Applicant ag}g}ear‘:d
anorney Cyrus Corbett, Othe
her husband were called by th

The Application inili
Representative, and a de:{crmislm
the Applicant stated he did not
petition for removal pursuant to
Court. The only action before

At the close of the Ap
verdict,  After considering the
directed verdict finding that

Personal Representative’s A

foy

58

£ 4

kL

th

pli

thg

Py

re the Courl with a filing of an Application for the Restraint and
eking the restraint and performance or removai of Betty Ogbuneke
> lstate of Joe Adams, Sr. A hearing was held August 31, 2021.

pro se. The Respondent, Beuy? Ogbuneke, was present with her
mily members were also present. The Personal Representative and

Lpolicant as witnesses,

&
?
ion by the Court that the Decedent's Will was invalid. At the hearing,

sa‘ﬁy requested a restraining drder, removal of the Personal
1

ish to dispute the Will. As the Applicant did not file a summons and
5. C. Code Ann.§62-3-611, an action for removal was not before the

i
e Court is the Application for ms%tmim and performance.

jcant’s case, the Respondent’s at:funmy made a Motion for & directed

testimony presented along withfi}sfz pleadings, the Court granted a
, . | ;
Applicant failed to present competent evidence lo prove that the

lication for Appointment zmcingbzztf: of the Will was legally

i
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msufficient or that, to date, the Personal Representative had committed malfeasance in the

performance of her duties. The Pegsonal Representative testified that she had mailed or delivered the

Information w Heirs and Devisgey (hereinafter referred to as the Iiﬁbrmatmn} but had not vet filed &

Proofl of Delivery of the Information, nor had she filed an [mfe:mo}"jg and Appraisement.

[T IS ORDERD that:
I. The Personal Representative shall file a Proof of Delivery of the Information no later

. |
than Friday, September 3, 2021.

2. The Personal R‘cgre&;eﬁmive shall file an Inventory and Appraisement of the
Decedent’s asse(L within fourteen (14) days of the entry of this Order which includes
all real and personal property owned by the Decedent. She shall reference real
property by recording information and tax map humber. and include any vehicles
owned by the Dﬁ‘:cc’de.nz and all other identifiable personal property. If the Personal
Representative i5 unable to determine what household and personal effects were
located on the Decedent’s property at the time of His death, she shall nevertheless file
the Inventory and amend or supplement it as netessary. The Court shall determine
whether a bond is necessary after the Inventory is'filed.

1. After giving at least forty-eight (48) hours notice o the Applicant by phone, email or
text, the Personal |[Representative shall have 1%1§ right 1o enter the interior of the
Decedent’s properly including home(s) or storage buildings located at 721 Ogden
Road, Rock Hill] Sputh Carolina for the purpase of completing the Inventory

4, With forty-eight (#8) hours natice by phone, email or text to the Applicant, the
Personal Represertative shall have the right to enter the Decedent’s property to

inspect and evaluale vehicles or other properly of the Estate, and the Applicant shall

4%
Y E}d
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deliver any keys fo
Personal Representativ

5. The Applicant shall n

fulfill her duties to iﬁse

and personal property.

6. I the Personal RE%W

|
accompanied by neuly
|
|
officers, appraisers, ot

Representative.

September 8, 2021 |
York, South Carolina ‘

the Deeedent’s vehicles which are in his possession te the
e.
ol interfere with the ability pf the Personal Representative to

Estate and shall not pr event her access to the Decedent’s real

sentative enters the Decedent's real property, she may be
al third parties, including but not limited to off duty police

other agents in order to accomplish her duties as Personal

f‘ arolyn E. Wopd
Judge of Probate

V4 A Y f
C u,w H}r‘\' ol
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Circuit Court Order of March 22, 2022

STATFE OF SCHITH CARDH INA ENCTHE COLIRT O COARNN BEEAS

COUNTY OF YONK \ CIVILACTION NO: 202 1-CT-40-02 701

Joe L Adams It

DRDER DISMISSING APPEAL

Fetitioner,

ECEIVE]
Mar 22 2022

SC Court of Appeals

Betty Ogbuneke,

Respondent,

IN THE MATTER OF loe L. Adams 3r..

This matter comes before the Court upon an appesl from the York County Probate Court filed by
Petitioner Adams on September|9, 2021, A Motion to Dismiss the Appeal was filed thereafter on
Uttaber 4, V21 By Respondent Ugbunéka, Grounds for the Motion to Uismiss were that the appeal was
procadarally insutficient, and that fhe Petitioner failed to claim an issue that could be praperly haard on
appeal.

After hearing arguments frm the parties as 1o the Motior to Dismiss, this Court finds that ihe
Petitioner has failed to properly file his appeal pursuant to South Caralina Code Ann. § §2-1-208 {b) and
has failed to state a claim that wiould be an appealatle issue and therefore dismizces the appeal with
prejudice.

Patitioner Adams has also filed on February 28, 2023 2 confusing document labeled a “Motion &
Opposition to Hearing February 1, 2022 Oppesition to Order request for New Hearing with Formal
Frobate and Not Informal Probate.] The filing is addressed to “Ta the Prabate Court of Yark County” and
is an admixture of complaints abeut the Probate Court's Ruling, complaints about Respondent’s
progosed order, and complaints |abiout this Court’s oral ruling. Construing this filing in the most

\
favorable fight to Petitioner as a motion to reconsider this Court’s aral ruling, it is DENIED.

MOTION DENIED, APPEAL DISMIBSED.
S0 GRDERED.

=

19LZ00vE0 1 Z0EEATYD - 59 T NOVINOD = M40A - e 5L 91 -8 2202 - O34 ATIVOINGHLD3T
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York Common Pleas

Case Caption: Joe L Adams Jr VS Betty Ogbuneke
Case Number: 202ECPL6N2T764
Type: OrderOthar

Elastronically sigred on 20020018 14:08 5

L]

_S{?n Ordered

/5 William A, MecKinnan, #2761, Circuit Judge

pagge 2 ol 2
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Transcript Hearing August 31, 2021
Honorable Carolyn E Woodruff

Probate Judge

IN TEE PROBATE COURT OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLIMA
COUNTY OF YORY
COURYT REPOBTING
LEGAL YEDEOGRAP Y
VRGO S BTN I¥ THE b ’i\.TTER aF
JOE LOUIS RDAME, 3R.,
TIIAL PRESESTATION ! fase Ko, 2021ESL600777
MOUK JLRY 338VICES Decedent.
LEGAL TRANSCRIFTIO N
COPYING AND SCAN NG
LANGUAGE INTERPRETERS
VEEBATIM TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS
HEALRING
HELD ON
TUESDAY, AUGUST 31, 2021
BEFORE
THE HOMOFABLE CAROLYH E. WOODRUFF
PROBATE JUDGE
(800) 528-3335 5 CONGEESS STEEET
e ST YORX, SOUTH CARODLINZ 29730
NAEGELIUSA.CDM

Page 9 of 13






Tran

script Circuit Court Hearing

February 1, 2022

Cheryl A, Smith, CVR-M

PO Box 80032
Simpsonville, SC 298680

June 18, 2022

Joe L. Adams
721 Ogden Road
Rock Hill, SC 29730

RE: Joe L. Adams, Jr., v. Bef]
Case #2021-CP-46-0276

Dear Mr. Adams,

Enclosed is the transcript you @
please don't hesitate to contact

Sincerely,
Cheryl Smitiv

Cheryl Smith, CVR-M
Circuit Court Reporter

Enclosures

Ce: transcripts@sceourts.org

tv Ogbuneke
4

rdered in the above case. If you have any questions,
me.
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STATE OF S0UTH

COUNTY QF YORK

JOE L. ADAMS,
PETITIONER,

VE.

BETTY QOGRUNEEE,

CARQLINA | COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
] 2031-0P-46-027R4
)
)
J
J
]
)
JR., )

)
)
} TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD
4
)
)

RESPONDENT|
]
February 1, 2022
York, South Caroclina
BEFORE:
THE HONORABLE WILLIAM A. McKINNONM, JUDGE
AFPEARARANCRES:
JOE L. ADAMS, JR.
Pro Se Petitioner

WILLTIAM CYRUS CORBETT, ESQ.

Attorney £

or the Respondent

Transcribsd by:
CHERYL A. BMITH

Project

Circuit Court Reporter
from DCREP, Digital

Courtroom Becorder
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Testimony of Circuit Court Proceedings

Transcript of Proceedings (Circuit Court) pp. 2—3;4-6; 7-13; 14-18

ncluded in Appellant Exhibits

Testimony of Probate Court Proceedings

Transcript of Proceedings (Probate Court) pp 7-36; 38-40;41-45;42-43;

46-57 ; 58-63; 64; 66-68; 69-72; 71-81; 82-88; 89-91

Included in Appellant Exhibits.
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The undersigned he\reby certifies thaj
; X e

R

Certificate of Counsel

t the Record on Appeal contains all material proposed to be included
f the parties and not any other material.

r25,2023 /s/ Jde 1) Adams Jr. Pro Se
j—

Joe L. Adams Jr.
721 Ogden Rd
ek Hill SC 29730 858-848-7311

Pro Se Appellant Attorney
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ORDER

EXHIBIT 1

. BY JUDGE CAROLYN WOODRUFF
PROBATE JUDGE

HEARING AUGUST 31, 2021

po—





y

Located in the Commercial Bank Building Since 1912

DAVID A. GASTON(1903-1988)
ARTHUR LEE GASTON
W.L.D. (BILL) MARION

EVERETT B. STUBBS, Il
CYRUS CORBETT
J. CROOM HUNTER

Via electronic mail only
Joe Adams, Jr.

RE: Estate of Joe Adams, Sr.
Dear Mr. Adams,

Please find attached a filed copy o
is my understanding that you were

ON, MARION & STUBBS, P. A.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
124 GADSDEN STREET
P. O. DRAWER 608
CHESTER, S.C. 29706-0608
FEID NO. 57-0693053

TELEPHONE (803) 385-2114
FACSIMILE (803) 385-2131
gegmatty@truvista.net
everett@gmslawyers.com
corbettwe@gmail.com
croom@gmslawyers.com

September 8, 2021

f the Order in connection with the above referenced estate. It

provided with a copy by the Probate Court earlier today.

Please refer to Paragraphs 3,4, 5 and 6 which state that upon 48 hours’ notice, Ms. Ogbuneke

shall have the right to enter the pra
inspecting the property and the vek
estate. Paragraph 5 specifically sta

You were notified by email on Fri¢

property on September 8 or 9, 202

provided you with ample notice of]

If you fail to comply with the Cour

from the court.

Should you have any questions, plg

perty accompanied by a neutral third party for the purpose of
licles to prepare the Inventory and Appraisement for the
ites that you are not to interfere with this process.

lay, September 3, 2021 that Ms. Ogbuneke would be at the
| for the purpose of conducting the Inventory. Our office has
Ms. Ogbuneke’s intended visit.

t’s Order, my client will be forced to seek additional relief

rase do not hesitate to contact our office.

%ﬁs Corbett, Esq.






STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE PROBATE COURT
FILEDR BECEIVED
COUNTY OF YORK R Case I;~’o.: 2021-ES-46-00777
0l €2 -8 A % uq
S .
Joe Louis Adams Jr., L“";';':i SRl eem aired
Applicant, “-‘T)‘:é‘f " g ORDE%;OI\ AN APPLICATION FOR
" RESTRAINT AND
PERFORMANCE OF PERSONAL
Betty Ogbuneke, REPRESENTATIVE
Respondent,

IN THE MATTER OF:
Joe Lewis Adams Sr.

)
)
)
)
)

This matter comes before

Performance on July12, 2021 seek
as Personal Representative of the

The Applicant appeared pr

attorney Cyrus Corbett. Other fam

her husband were called by the Ap

The Application initially

the Court with a filing of an Application for the Restraint and
ing the restraint and performance or removal of Betty Ogbuneke
state of Joe Adams, Sr. A hearing was held August 31, 2021.

o se. The Respondent, Beti)]' Ogbuneke, was present with her
ily members were also present. The Personal Representative and
plicant as witnesses.

requested a restraining clrder, removal of the Personal

Representative, and a determination by the Court that the Deceden%t’s Will was invalid. At the hearing,

the Applicant stated he did not wish to dispute the Will. As the Af)plicant did not file a summons and

petition for removal pursuant to S.

Court. The only action before the ¢

At the close of the Applical
verdict, After considering the tes
directed verdict finding that the A

Personal Representative’s Applig

C. Code Ann.§62-3-611, an acition for removal was not before the
Court is the Application for re%traint and performance.

nt's case, the Respondent’s attorney made a Motion for a directed
timony presented along with;the pleadings, the Court granted a
\pplicant failed to present co‘npetent evidence to prove that the

ation for Appointment and| Probate of the Will was legally






insufficient or that, to date, the
performance of her duties. The Per
Information to Heirs and Devisees
Proof of Delivery of the Informatig

IT IS ORDERD that:

1.

(3

Wi

The Personal Repre
than Friday, Septem
The Personal Repi
Decedent’s assets w

all real and person

Personal Representative had committed malfeasance in the
sonal Representative testified tﬁat she had mailed or delivered the

(hereinafter referred to as the I%lformation) but had not yet filed a

i

n, nor had she filed an Inventofy and Appraisement.

sentative shall file a Proof of Delivery of the Information no later

i

ber 3, 2021.

esentative shall file an Inventory and Appraisement of the

ithin fourteen (14) days of the entry of this Order which includes

al property owned by the Decedent. She shall reference real

property by recordi

ng information and tax map humber. and include any vehicles

owned by the Decedent and all cther identifiable persenal property. If the Personal

Representative is unable to determine what hmi:sehoid and personal effects were

located on the Decedent’s property at the time of His death, she shall nevertheless file

the Inventory and amend or supplement it as necessary. The Court shall determine

whether a bond is ngcessary after the Inventory is filed.

After giving at leasi
text, the Personal
Decedent’s propert
Road, Rock Hill, Sq

With forty-eight (4

forty-eight (48) hours notice 1o the Applicant by phone, email or

Representative: shall have the right to enter the interior of the

including home(s) or storage buildings located at 721 Ogden
uth Carolina for the purpose ¢f completing the Inventory

8) hours notice by phone, egmail or text to the Applicant, the

Personal Representative shall have the right tqi enter the Decedent’s property to
{

inspect and evaluate vehicles or other property ofthe Estate, and the Applicant shall






X

i

deliver any kéy.s' for the Decedent’s vehicles wljich are in his possession to the

i

Personal Representative.

5. The Applicant shall

not interfere with the ability Pf the Personal Representative to

fulfill her duties to the Estate and shall not prevenf her access to the Decedent’s real

and personal property.

6. If the Personal Re;
accompanied by ne
officers, appraisers,
Representative.

September 8, 2021
York, South Carolina

bresentative enters the Decedent’s real property, she may be

i

utral third parties, including but not limited to off duty police

or other agents in order to af'ccomplish her duties as Personal

Cavluine Weechwll

Carolyn E. V}’obdruff
Judge of Praobate

Ted





EXHIBIT II

ORDER BY JUDGE WILLIAM A McKINNON
CIRCUIT COURT APPEALS JUDGE

HEARING FEBRUARY 19, 2022






STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF YORK

Joe L. Adams Jr,,

Betty Ogbuneke,

IN THE MATTER OF Joe L. Adams Sr..

Petitioner,

Respondent,

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

CIVILACTION NO: 2021-CP-46-02764

ORDER DISMISSING APPEAL

Mar 22 2022
SC Court of Appeals

This matter comes before the Court upon an appeal from the York County Probate Court filed by

Petitioner Adams on September 9,
October 4, 2021 by Respondent Og

2021. A Motion to Dismiss the Appeal was filed thereafter on
buneke. Grounds for the Motion to Dismiss were that the appeal was

procedurally insufficient, and that the Petitioner failed to claim an issue that could be properly heard on

appeal.

After hearing arguments fr

om the parties as to the Motion to Dismiss, this Court finds that the

Petitioner has failed to properly file his appeal pursuant to South Carolina Code Ann. § 62-1-308 (b) and

has failed to state a claim that wou
prejudice.

Id be an appealable issue and therefore dismisses the appeal with

Petitioner Adams has also filed on February 28, 2022 a confusing document labeled a “Motion &
Opposition to Hearing February 1, P022 Opposition to Order request for New Hearing with Formal

Probate and Not Informal Probate.
is an admixture of complaints abou
proposed order, and complaints ah
favorable light to Petitioner as a m

MOTION DENIED, APPEAL DISMISS

SO ORDERED.

ED.

" The filing is addressed to “To the Probate Court of York County” and
t the Probate Court’s Ruling, complaints about Respondent’s

out this Court’s oral ruling. Construing this filing in the most

otion to reconsider this Court’s oral ruling, it is DENIED.

¥9.2097dD1 c0c#ASYO - SYIT1d NOWIWOD - XHOA - INd 5172 9L 48N 2202 - 37114 ATTVOINOYLOF13





York Common Pleas

Case Caption: Joe L Adams Jr VS Betty Ogbuneke
Case Number: 2021CP4602764
Type: Order/Other

Electronically signed on 2022-03-16 1

So Ordered

/s William A. McKinnon, #2761, Circuit Judge

4:09:55 page 2 of 2
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EXHIBIT III

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE APPLICATION
TO
PROBATE COURT
MAY 27,2021






STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF: YORK '
IN THE MATTER OF:

JOE LOUIS ADAMS SR.
(Decedent)

| IN THE PROBATE COURT

| CASE NUMBER: 2021ES4600777

H

i
i
i
v
!
!

*COMPLETE THIS SECTION ONLY IF FILING

PETITION

FOR FORMAL TESTACY AND/OR FORMAL APPOINTMENT |

»

Petitioner(s)
VS,
L ’ Respondent(s) B
APPLICATION FOR INFORMAL (check any that apply) 1 *PETITION FOR FORMAL
) PROBATE OF WILL | (] TESTACY
| ] APPOINTMENT

X APPOINTMENT

If this is a formal filing, please explain on page 4 or attach pleadings pu suant to SC Rules of Civil Procedure.

*NOTE: IF THIS IS A FORMAL PROG
A SUMMONS (FORM SCCA 401PC),
PROBATE COURT ON THE PETITION MAY

| ALL APPLICANTS/PETITIONERS MUST

1. Applicant/Petitioner(s): BETTY LAVE

EEDING, IN ADDITION TO THI
AND PAY THE STATUTORY FILING

COMPLETE THIS SECTION.

RNE OGBUNEKE

FORM PETITION, YOU MUST ALSO FILE
FEE OF $150.00. A HEARING IN THE

BE REQUIRED.

%
i
i
1
|
H

Address:

6218 IDLEBROOK DR. , CHARLOTTE, NC 28

12

Telephone (Work).

(Home).

(Cell): {704)562-9564

Email:

Relationship to Decedent: DAUGHTER

2. Decedent Information:

Full Legal Name
(including all known names).

JOE LOUIS ADAMS SR.

Date of Birth: _6/26/1936

Date of Death: 2/12/2021

Age at Date of Death: 84

3. Venue for this proceeding is proper i

X} Decedent was domiciled in this Cou
[} Decedent was not domiciled in

at date of death at.
Address: County: YORK State. South

[] Decedent has a right to take legal a

If the above address is the address
of the Decedent prior to entering a facility:

FORM #300ES (08/2020)

n this County because:
ty at date of death:

Address: 721 OGDEN ROAD, ROCK HILL, SC 29730County:
South Carolina, but property of Decedent

tion in this County because:

of @ nursing home, prison, or othe

YORK #tat‘e: South Carolina. X

was located in this County

Carolina i

F residential facility, please give the last address

Page 1 ¢f &

62-2-504, 62-3-102, 62-3-203, 62-3-301, 62-3-302, 62-3-303, 62-3-308, 62-3-311, 62-3-401, 62-3-402,

§2-3-404, 62-3-409, 62-3-414, 62-3-601, 62-3-602, 62-3,704, 62-3-804, 44-22-100, 44-23-1120

Vi)






i

4(a).

Names and addresses of beneficiar

ies (devisees) named in the Will.

Full Legal Name Year of Birth Full Address Email Address Relationship
{including all known names) to Decedent
6218 Idlebrook Dr.
Betty Laverne Ogbuneke Chariotte, NC 28212 Godsgift924 @gmail.com Daughter
721 Ogden Road
Joe Louis Adams, Jr. Rock Hill, SC 29730 TJ_malik@yahoo.com Son

LI See attached for additionai devisees (ch

4(b).

Names and addresses of intestate

eck if applicable).

heirs who are not devisees (persons who inherit if Decedent left no willy.

Full Legal Name
(including all known names)

Year of Birth

Full Address Email Address Relationship

to Decedent

See attachment **

L] See attached for additional intestate heirs

4(c).

Did all of the above persons survive

check if applicable).

one hundred and twenty (120) hours since the death of Decedent?

YES [JNO If no, please explain on page 4.

one exists, or has any child of the Deced

anticipated? (This includes illegitimate

XINO (JYES Ifyes, please explain,

facility during his/her lifetime?

BINO [JYES If yes, please explain,

XINO [JYES Ifyes, please explain

elsewhere?

XINO CJYES Ifyes, please state detail

page 4.

Have you received or are you aware of

proceeding concerning the Decedent that m.

XINO (JYES Ifyes, please state details

FORM #300ES (09/2020)

Did Decedent have any change of marital

status or the birth or adoption of any children after execution of this Will, if

To the best of your knowledge, was the

Has a Personal Representative of the Dec

nt been born since histh
children.)

er death, or is any birth of a child of the Decedent

on page 4.

cedent a patient in a non-private State of South Carolina mental health

on page 4.

Has a Guardian or Conservator ever been appointed by a Court for this person?

on page 4.

dent been appointed prior to this date by a Court in this state or

s, including name and address of such Personal Representative on

any Demands for Notice (FORM

ay have been filed in this sta

#111ES D) of any probate or appointment
te or elsewhere?

» including names and addresses on page 4,

Page 2 of §

Iy






10.

11(a).

11(b).

11{c).

11(d).

11(e).

12.

i

i
Have more than ten (10) years passed since the Decedent's death? ‘

NO[1YES If yes, please state circumstances authorizing tardy prcbkte on page 4.

Did the Decedent own probate real estate?

i
CINOX YES  if yes, an approximate value of $ (Note: A compléte inventory of probate assets with fair
market values is to be filed after Personal Representative is appointed.)

Did the Decedent own probate personal property? ;
O No X4 YES If yes, an approximate value of $ {Note: A compl! te inventory of probate assets with fair
market values is to be filed after Personal Representatve is appointed.)
I

Are you seeking appointment as Personal Representative in order to pur#ue civil litigation on behalf of the Decedent’s
estate? Is there a civil litigation attorney? %

XINO [JYES If yes, please provide the name of the civil litigation attbmey:
{

At the time of Decedent's death, was h

{
or she involved in any pending qivil litigation? Is there a civil litigation
attorney? .

!

XINO ] YES If yes, please state the circumstances and name of anf;mey on page 4.

If you answered NO to questions 11(a) - 11(d) above, but are seeking thip appointment of a Personal Representative,
please explain why the appointment is|requested on page 4. ! '

|
i
1

Have you made a diligent search for a Will of the Decedent?

X YES
INo If no, please explain on page 4.

. IF AWILL EXISTS, PLEASE COMPLETE THIS SECTION.

1. Regarding the Decedent's Will:

[] The original is attached.
X1 The original is in the Court's possession. "

] An exemplified (authenticated) copy of a Will probated in another jurigdiction is attached.

% An exemplified (authenticated) copy of a Will not probated in anothe jurisdiction is attached.

The original of the Will is lost, destroyed, or otherwise unavailable, hpwever, a copy or a description of its contents

is attached. (for formal proceeding| explain below or attach supplem ntal pleadings)
2. The execution date of the Will was: 09/11/1979
Codicil{s): _|
3 |Is there a memorandum that disposes pf tangible personal property purs;hant to 62-2-512?
BINO [ YES If yes, attach hereto. '
4. To the best of your knowledge, do you believe the Wil listed above is th% Decedent’s validly executed last Will?A
5 YES [JNO If no, please explain on page 4.
5. To the best of your knowledge, is any witness to the will an “interested witness” (i.e., does the will make any devise to a
witness, a witness's spouse, or a witngss’s issue)? !
B NO [JYES If yes, please exan on page 4. !
FORM #300ES (09/2020) Page 3 of 6






COMPLETE EXPL/

(If more space is rej

ANATION(S) FOR QUESTIONS IN SECTIONS | and Il HERE.

quired, use additional sheets.)

i IF APPLYING FOR INFORMAL OR FOF
1. If the Applicant/Petitioner is not the

you are proposing be appointed as th

Priarity for appointment of the propos
named as Primary Personal Rep
named as Alternate Personal Re
nominee of Primary Personal Re
nominee of Altemate Personal R
surviving spouse of Decedent wt
other devisee of Decedent (desc
surviving spouse of Decedent or

h

creditor (forty-five (45) days after
claim, FORM 371ES, is attached
other (describe):

0 00000000OX

List below the name(s) of any other p
proposed Personal Representative:

proposed Personal Re

ribe): o
nominee of said spouse
other heir of Decedent (describe):

MAL APPOINTMENT, PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING.

presentative(s), list name and address of the person
e fiduciary:

ed Personal Representative (whether applicant or nominee) is:

resentative in Will
presentative in Will
presentative in Will
epresentative in Wil

o is devisee of Decedent or nominee of said spouse

r nominee of said devisee

or nominee of said heir
death must have passed) or nominee of creditor: written statement of

erson(s), if any, having an equal or higher priority of appointment than the

V. ALL APPLICANTS/PETITIONERS M

The undersigned, being swom, states that the

undersigned's knowledge, information and be

UST COMPLETE VERIFICATION.
VERIFICATION

facts set forth in the foregoing statement are true to the best of the
ief, and hereby submits to the Court's jurisdiction in this matter.
Signature of -
Applicant/Petitioner: m .
L

SWORN to before me this 27 day
of May, 2021

Notary Public for SobthCarolina

My Commission Expires: 08/24/2022
SWORN to before me this day

of . 20

Signature of Co-
Applicant/Co-Petitioner:

Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission Expires:

FORM #300ES (09/2020)

Page 4 of 6
(3






OR
iT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the above applic
[ Codicil executed and
] Memorandum
be informally B4 GRANTED ] DENIED.

Executed this 2

7 day of May, 2021.

i
i
DER OF INFORMAL PROBATE|
ation for probate of a Will execut#d 09/11/1979 and

Cﬂwtfl,u £ We

|
Carolyn E. Woodruff, Probate Court Judge

] For formal probate of Will, see separate orTr executed

i
{
!
L
i
!
i
!

|

ORDER OF INFORMAL APPOINTM#NT

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the above Appli

applicable, and upon the signing of the Qualifi

Bond
(] Fiduciary Bond in the amountof $____
£ Bond not required for Personal Rep
] Bond not required as Personal Repr
] Bond not required as Personal Repres
(0] Bond waivers filed
[] See order dated
] Other:

Executed this

reej'gnzatwe nominated by Will

27 dayof M‘ZD?I\.

cation for Appointment be grantgd upon the filing of an appropriate bond, if
tion and Statement of Acceptanie of appointment.
!

Notice to Creditors
X Required
; ] Not Required
ntative is sole heir or sole devisge
ntative is state agency, bank, orftrust company

E Carolyn E. Woodruff, Probate Court Judge

] For formal appointment of Personal Reprt

-sentative, see separate order exgcuted

FORM #300ES (09/2020)

Page 5 of 6
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| accept this
this estate. |

QUALIFICATION AND STATEMENT OF ACCEPTANCE

appointment and agree to perform the duties and discharge the trust of the office of Personal Representative of

further submit personally to the jurisdiction of the Court in any proceeding rela

"By completing this information, attorney is

R Rlfee

'(MMFW"-

Signature
Print Name
Address

(Cell)

Email:

Signature:
Print Name:

Address:

(Home):
(Cell):
Email:

ting to the Estate.

. TBETTY LAVER% OG%EKE

6218 IDLEBROOK DR.

CHARLOTTE, NC 28212

Telephone (Work):

(Home):

. (704)562-9564

Telephene (Work):

PR2HPhonex»

*Attorney:

Address:

Telephone;

Email;

designated as attorney of record for assisting Personal Representative

Page § of 6
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EXHIBIT IV

NSCRIPT OF APPEALS HEARING
CIRCUIT COURT
JDGE WILLIAM A MCKINNON
FEBRUARY 1, 2022
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STATE OF SOUTH

COUNTY OF YORK

JOE L. ADAMS, JR.,
PETITIONER,

VS.

BETTY OGBUNEKE,

RESPONDENT.

CAROLINA COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

2021-CP-46-02764

TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD

e e e e e N e N n s e S S e S e

BEFOR B

February 1, 2022
York, South Carolina

THE HONORABLE WILLIAM A. McKINNON, JUDGE

APPEARANCE S:

JOE IJ. ADAMS, JR.
Pro Se Petitioner

WILLIAM CYRUS CORBETT, ESOQ.
Attorney- flor the Respondent

Transcribed by:

CHERYL A. SMITH
Circuit Court Reporter
from DCRP, Digital
Courtroom Recorder
Project
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(WHEREUPON
THE COURT:
MR. ADAMS:
THE COURT:
You're represen
MR. ADAMS:
continuance so
with the case.
I had to get an
exhausted my fu
THE COURT;:
denied the cont
And, yes,
MR. CORBET
Ogbuneke.
THE 'COURT <
court, and I ha

motion, Mr. Cor

e ==
MR. ADAMS:
document.
THE COURT:
MR. ADAMS:
THE COURT:

PROCEEDTINGS

; proceedings commenced at 9:58 a.m.)
Okay. Tell me who is who.
Joe Adams, Jr.
Okay. And, sir, you're Mr. Adams.
Ling yourself? |
Yes, sir. I had actually filed for a
I could afford to get a lawyer to help me
Due to paying the taxes for this year and

other catalytic converter, it took -- it

nds.

Yes, sir. I understand that Judge Hall
inuance request. Okay.
S,

T: I'm Cyrus Corbett on behalf of Betty
Okay. And I have an appeal from probate

ve a motion to dismiss. That's your

bett., You want to start sir and tell
. |

Well, there is —- there is one more

I‘mnsorry, SLEp s L e
There's still another document.

Mr . Adams, please don't interrupt me
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Joe L. Adams, J Betty Ogbuneke, 2/1/22 4
again, okay?
All right, ¥Yes, sir. All right. Now, you're

telling me there
that?

MR. ADAMS:
to his motion tg
denied.

THE COURT:

MR. ADAMS:

THE COURT:
hand it to Ms. ¥
copy of it?

MR. ADAMS:

THE COURT:

MR. CORBETT:

THE COURT:

Mr. Corbett?

MR. CORBETT:

We filed a motig
grounds. This i
the trier of fag
laws under 62-1-+
appeals to be fi

which requires t

on appeal. That

's another document. What do you mean by

Another document was filed in opposition

dismiss after the continuance request was

Okay. Do you have it?
Yes, sir. I have it right here.
Okay. You can walk up to the clerk and

oster, please. Does Mr. Corbett have a
Yes, sir.
Okay.

Your Honor, we were served yesterday.
Okay. AllL right. Thank yeu. =all right.
May it please the Court, Your Honor.

n to dismiss this appeal based on three

s an appeal from probate court which was
t in this. The appeal is housed in the
308. And in those laws it requires

led in a manner following 208 (e) (1) (b)

hat Mr. Adams files a statement of issues

issue was never filed.

0
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Further, Y
and it is in no
provides that i
statement of is
standard of rev

Your Honor
because we are
when the entire
how he objects
stating if 4t |1
court as to whi
that reason, th
where we filed
failure to stat
annotated 62-1-
Cireuit Court |s
according to th
forward any bas
wishes to relit

And, Your
he has just han
our office hims
Your Honor, but
just trying te

which is improp

our Honor, the appeal is ten pages long,
way organized pursuant to 308 (e) which

t should have a table of contents, a

sues on appeal, statements of the case, a
iew, and argument and conclusion.

; the reason why these are important is
unable to form any sort of reply to this
ten pages of appeal is simply filled with
to the current ruling of the Court without
s a rule of law or a mistake from the lower
ch he filed this appeal. Your Honor, and
ose two reasons have led us to the point
for a»motion to dismiss under 12 (b) (6) for
e a claim according to South Carolina Code
308(i). It states that this court, the
hall hear and determine the appeal

e rules of law. Mr. Adams has not put

is of appeal in this case, and he simply
igate the issues.

Honor, as to the additional documents that
ded up to the Court, he has sent these to
elf as of yesterday. We accept service,

it goes to put forward the fact that he is

get all the information before this court

cr.

<l
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If you look
(1), this court
It is only for t
the actual heari
that no new evid
Your Honor, he p
40 pages of new
that he was unab
hearing. And fo
really can't fil
current nature ¢

Thank you.

THE COURT:

read here.

THE COURT:
to find the appe

that's entitled

MR. CORBETT:

Order on an Appl
Personal Represe
2021 %

THE COURT:

Give me just a s

MR. CORBETT:

under the rule in 308, I believe it's
is not to consider any new basis of fact.
he basis of fact that was established at
ng. The rule of 308(i) actually states
ence may be presented at this hearing.
uts forward a packet of, I believe, about
evidence. His appeal contains evidence
le to put into the record at the original
r that reason and for the reason that we
e a reply as to his appeal based on the
f it, we would ask for it to be dismissed.

Okay. Hold on one second. Let me just

(Pause in proceedings.)

I'm struggling, and I've got the record,
al. 1Is it the -- 1s it the document
Additional Notation? Is that the ---
No, Your Honor. It is titled Appeal of
ication for Restraint and Performance of
ntative.

It was filed on September 9th of

Okay. I'm looking. I'm not seeing it.

econd. Okay. I apologize.

Your Honor, I do have a hard copy.
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THE COURT:

If you have a hard copy, that would be a

great help. Sometimes electronic files are great,

sometimes.

Mr. Corbett, I believe this is the first probate

court appeal I've ever heard, so

MR. CORBETT: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:

MR. CORBETT:

THE COURT:

THE COURT:

that you've not

and that your appeal should be dismissed.

Okay. If you can pass it up.
May I approach?

Yes, sir.

(Pause in proceedings.)

All right. Mr. Adams, the defendant says

complied with the rules governing appeals

So I'll be

happy to hear from you.

MR. ADAMS:

Well, Your Honor, at the time that the

appeal had to be filed, we had gone to a probate hearing.

At the hearing,
present to the

inside that cou
Woodruff.
rule before I w
able to present
the judge ruled
containment tha

notice before t

I had brought all of my evidence to
Court at that time. I had it in a box

rthouse. I was going to show it to Judge

But the defendant's attorney requested that she

As even able to testify or before I was
any of my evidence. And after the appeal,
and gave us a 44- -- or 48-hour

t they would have to give me a 48-hour

hey will come for an inventory or come to

=3
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the house with
Prior to &
come to the res
these different
the court order
48-hour notice
the order on th
with the police
And I woul
the initial app
Mr. Corbett's m
in January inst
delivered it to
reasons that he
that I submitte
contains all of
trying to confo
additional info
today has the t
was missing. I
complaint and t
But on top

time, has not -

-— to look at everything.
hat in maybe July, Ms. Ogbuneke had already
idence and brought the police and all of
people outside of the court orders. Then
stated that I was supposed to be given a

pbefore they came. And after the judge gave

D

e 8th, Ms. Ogbuneke appeared on the 9th

-—- with three cars of police.

d like for the judge, if you would, the --
cal that I had about the reading

otion to dismiss, which was delivered to me
cad of in October when it was filed, he

me in January and he called out several
was basing his appeal on. In the document
d to the Court today, that document

the other issues that he had as far as

rm and trying to supply him with the
rmation. The document that I submitted
able of contents that he -- that he says
L also has the history and it has the

he -- whatever relief can be given.

of those things, Mr. Corbett, during that

- we have not been communicating. He

couldn't -- he wouldn't allow me to communicate with my

sister. So I h

ad intended to try. In my —- the document

?y"
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I submitted to the Court today, I requested that if we

were not able -+ if we were not able to -- if this didn't

work correctly,

that our family could go to family

counseling. Because during the holidays, I felt very bad

that it was the
and my only sis]

arguing over thg

first holiday without our father and me
ter that it was born with my mother were

= estate. So I wanted to see if, through

that last document, that I could find some way.

Well, in tk

ne last document, I also have the security

cam footage of the 14th when Ms. Ogbuneke came unexpected,

and I have the
-- I think it ws
second time.

My problem
it's unannounce
pictures of my j
property, but mj

the decision to

security cam footage clips on the October

ns October the 9th in which she came the

with Ms. Ogbuneke is that when she comes,
1. The second problem is she's taking

versonal property. Not my father's
y things. And that is why I was appealing

allow the way -- under the -- under the

way the judge had written it, I felt as if it was more of

a home invasion
feel good about
17 years. And
for 17 ===

THE COURT

point here.

that it was a takeover. And I didn't

it because I've been living there for

I consequently have been paying the taxes

Mr. Adams, we're getting far off the

LS
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Betty Ogbuneke, 2/1/22 10

MR. ADAMS:
waiting to talk
THE COURTS
defendant is sajy

So my question 1

I'm sorry. I just want to -- I've been
with you, so —---

Well, I understand, sir. But the

ving you haven't followed the rules. Okay.

ls, is this document -- is this all you

filed, this document that you handed up?

MR. ADAMS:

No, it's not. If you look on the record,

there are many exhibits that was also filed with it.

THE COURT:

MR. ADAMS:

Okay. But what --—-

And after I got his motion to dismiss, I

went back and wrote a new document and then submitted it

to him with the
was complaining

THE COURT:

parts in there that he asked for that he
about.

Okay. So, Mr. Adams, where is the

statement of issues on appeal?

MR. ADAMS:

The statement of issues on appeal, they

-— they are on the first ---

THE COURT:

MR. ADAMS:
me. I'm sorry.
4.

THE COURT|:

MR. ADAMS:
today.

paragraphs, I e

Right. That complies with Rule 208.

Page -- page 4. Wait a minute. Excuse

They are contained within page 1 through

Of what, sir?

In the -- of the document that I gave you

On the first -- in the first -- first couple of

xplained exactly why I was appealing the

<k
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decision.

THE COURT:| Okay.

MR. ADAMS:| And if you look farther into the
document =—=

THE COURT: | Mr. Adams, slow down, slow down. Okay.
So I just want to make sure I -- so this document that you

handed up today, this is your statement of issues on

appeal.

MR. ADAMS:

It has the statement of issues.

Actually, when you look in the document, the first exhibit

A

is the exhibit ¢

you travel throuy

»f the -- of the motion to dismiss. So as

1gh the document, you will see that I broke

that motion to dismiss out into different paragraphs, and

I -- I talked al

THE COURT:
45 days of the y
probate court.

MR. ADAMS:

pout exactly why I was appealing.
Okay. But it has to be filed within

vritten notice of the order from the

Was it filed within 45 days of that order?

No, sir. It was not filed in 45 days. I

filed it after I got the motion to dismiss from him in

January.

THE COURT:| What -- what was the date from the
probate court?

MR. ADAMS:| It was -- when did we go to probate
gourt?s

THE COURT:

When did you get the written order from

A7
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the probate?

MR. ADAMS:| Oh, October the 8th.

THE COURT:| Of what year?

MR. ADAMS:| I think it was October the 8th of 2021.

THE COURT; Okay. So that's -- that's about five
months ago.

MR. ADAMS:| Yes.

Judge, I would like to also say I would -- I would

request that the Court would consider that I am a pro se

litigant, and s

ome of those things I did not know how to

do. At the time when I filed the appeal, Ms. Ogbuneke was

there with the police, and I had to act to stop this kind

of thing from h
bringing the po

And she never c

appening. And she does that all the time,
Lice and different people to the house.

1lls me and says that -she's coming. Then I

have to go through Lhe -~ a leng thing of == of —— of my

neighbors and people coming to see what was wrong and

having the wron

Actually,

g idea about what actually happened.

on the first appeal, if you look at

Numbers 1 through -- 1 through 7, they are actually

talking about the issues, the reason I appealed on the

first -- the first appeal.

THE COURT:

one shot here.

probate court judge made a mistake.

Okay. Mr. Adams, I'm going to give you
Give me your argument as to why the

And I need you to
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listen to me, okay?

probate judge.

evidence.

I don't want to hear that kind, okay?

It has to be a legal error by the
You understand? I don't want to hear new

I want

-- what is the legal mistake that you believe the probate

judge made?

MR. ADAMS:

-—- listened to any of my -- my testimony.

me a chance to present my evidence.

the points that
THE COURT:
MR. ADAMS:

able to say why

She never let me testify. She never took
She never gave
So that was one of

I felt like she made a mistake.

Okay. So —--—-

She did not allow me to have my day to be

I brought that action. And secondly, she

had allowed them to do an inventory and then sent an email

back saying that she had -- the inventory had already been

completed and the files were already there.

During =-

during the interim of that time, that's when Ms. Ogbuneke

came with the police, and that's why the judge ---

THE COURT:

to Ms. Ogbuneke

But basically, your -- your objection is

being the personal representative, right?

MR. ADAMS:| That's what the objective -- I don't have
a problem with sharing with her the -- my father's estate.
And I -- I clearly understand why she would feel upset

about of any litigation about the estate because we both

have gone through watching our father lose his estate from

my grandfather.

So that would be a reason why she's

B
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probably upset about that.

other because Mr.

able to talk.

THE COURT:

MR. CORBETT:

Woodruff allowed

called my client

attempted to put

evidence where
as a witness to
testimony from t

him down. And I

a directed verdi

THE COURT:

call witnesses 3

MR. ADAMS:
THE COURT:
MR. ADAMS:

Ms. Ogbuneke. BH
can't -- you're
have your chancse
that could be dc

rule. And then

me a chance to testify.

gave them permis

But we can't talk to each

Corbett has restricted us from being

All right. Mr. Corbett?

Your Honor, at the hearing Judge
I Mr. Adams to give testimony. He actually
and my client's husband to the stand. He
documents in not pursuant to the rules of
ye objected. He never once called himself
the stand, Your Honor. He tried to give
he stand from the table and the judge shot
1e had a whole case before we motioned for
et

All right. Mr. Adams, did you,; in fact,
1t the hearing in the probate court?

The judge asked me about ---

Sir -- sir, just answer my question.
Yes, I did. I called -- I called

ut the judge told me not to testify. You
You'll

testifying now. Don't testify.

> to testify, is what she said. But before
ne, Mr. Corbett said he wanted her to

she ruled and it was over. She never gave

And she also said that she never

sion to be taking pictures when they came
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to this day. They were supposed to complete an inventory,

but not make film and take pictures.

empbarrassed me.

That's what

Your Honor, I ask that the Court -- what I'm trying

to do today is that I ask that the Court does not dismiss

this case with prejudice, that if they dismiss this case,

that it is not dismissed with prejudice.

And secondly, I would like to ask this court if in

this case they ¢
cosigning privil

cosigning rights

rould give me or award me with the
leges or cosign -- or be able to have

5 to whatever 1s being done in the

administration ¢f the estate because I live there. 1I've

been living there for 17 years.

I've invested all of my

lifetime of savings while Ms. Ogbuneke was able to go out

and realize all

through college

of her dreams. She put her children

she's been able to start businesses, but

I couldn't do any of those because of the burden and the

financial respomnsibility of the estate.

that estate for

two times a week sometimes.

burden.

And Ms\,

I've been keeping
17 long years cutting four acres of grass
It's been a tremendous

Ogbuneke has not helped me at all.

17 years of paying the taxes, she never paid any. The

last taxes went

didn't pay them

all the way up to January 15th. She

either.

So I'm asking the Court that because of my
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investment, my sweat equity as well as my monetary

investments and

the insurance coverages that I provided,

the security I've provided that I will be able to get

cosigning privileges or Ms. —-- well, I don't know if I can

get Ms. Ogbuneke removed because the judge said that I

didn't ask or I|didn't -- I didn't -- I did -- some
mistake I made.| But if we are -- if it has to be this
way, I would like to be able to have some kind of -- some

kind of control
THE COURT:

probate court.

because my whole life is there.
All right. I'm reading the order of the

The probate court says: After considering

the testimony presented along with the pleadings, the

Court granted a

directed verdict finding the applicant

failed to present competent evidence to prove the PR's

application for
insufficient or

malfeasance.

appointment of probate was legally

the PR had committed some kind of

So I'm going to grant the motion to dismiss on the

merits.

challenge the probate court's decision.

the procedural

I don't —- I don't see any basis to legally

And further, on

issues, I'm going to grant the motions on

the basis that the filings made by Mr. Adams do not comply

with the rules.

So motion's granted in its entirety.

MR. CORBETT: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT:

Certainly.
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MR. ADAMS:
THE COURT:
MR. ADAMS:

with prejudice
THE COURT:
MR. ADAMS:
THE COURT:
MR. ADAMS:
from the Court
like to know wh
that shows I di
THE COURT:
on how to prese
lawyers. Okay.
MR. ADAMS:
prejudice, that
case back to th
mean?
THE COURT:
"with prejudice

there are excep

the law.
MR. ADAMS:
THE COURT:

are things you

Your Honor, I have a question.
Yes, sir.

Does that mean that you're granting these

Yes, sir.
-—-— or does it mean not?
It means with prejudice.
Well, Your Honor, I have the transcript
that -- for the full transcript. I would
at does it mean? I have the transcript
dn't get to -- I did not get to testify.
Mr. Adams, I can't give you legal advice
nt your case. That's why people have
But when you are dismissing it with
means that I can't bring this particular
¢ Court again? Or what does it actually
Mr. Adams, I cannot -- I mean, normally
' means you cannot bring it back. But
tions to that. And I can't advise you on

But there are exceptions.

In -- in -- I mean, there are -- there

can do, there's motions you can file. But
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I can't tell you what to do.

MR. ADAMS:

be finished?

I mean, that's ---

Can I ask one more gquestion and then I'1ll

THE COURT: | Yes, sir.
MR. ADAMS: | Is the reason why you're granting this
based on my first submission of the -- is it based on my

first submissiorn

1 of the appeal -—-

THE COURT: | It's based —--

MR. ADAMS: | —--- that I didn't submit it correctly?

THE COURT: | It's based on you not following the rules
of court as to what -- with regard to the statement of

issues on appeal and with the brief and with you not

identifying any
MR. ADAMS:
THE COURT:

(WHEREUPON

legal error in the probate court's oxrder.
Okay.
All right.

proceedings concluded at 10:17 a.m.)

3¢
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