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October 5, 2023 
  
Sent via Regular Mail and Email   
The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings, Clerk of Court 
The South Carolina Court of Appeals 
1220 Senate Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 
E: ctappfilings@sccourts.org  
     
RE: Darleen Rash v. Dominion Energy 
 Case No.: 2023-000718 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
  Enclosed for filing please find Appellant/Respondent’s Motion for Order Under Rule 241 
Lifting Automatic Stay as to Respondent/Appellant Paul Quattlebaum, Proof of Service, and a firm 
check in the amount of $50.00 for the filing fee. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
s/Roy T. Willey, IV 
 
Roy T. Willey, IV 
  
  
Cc: Michael H. Dill 
 Cobb, Dill & Hammett, LLC 
 125 River Landing Drive, Suite 204 
 Daniel Island, SC 29492 
 dill@laurentaylorlaw.com  
   
Cc: Jenny C. Honeycutt 
 Costa Honeycutt, LLC 
 P.O. Box 13823 
 Charleston, SC 29422 
 jenny@costahoneycutt.com 
 
Cc: Hunter H. James 

Oct 05 2023
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 Ford Wallace Thomson, LLC 
 715 King Street 
 Charleston, SC 29403 
 hunter.james@fordwallace.com  
  
Cc: Nanette Wesley 
 8990 Main Street 
 Woodstock, GA 30188 
 nwesley@wesleyfirm.com  
  
Cc: I.S.  Leevy Johnson 
 Johnson Toal & Battiste, PA 
 P.O. Box 1431 
 Columbia, SC 29202 
 islj@jtbpa.com  
  
Cc: Ian S. Ford 
 Ford Wallace Thomson, LLC 
 715 King Street 
 Charleston, SC 29403 
 ian.ford@fordwallace.com  
   
Cc: David S. Cox 
 Barnwell Whaley Patterson & Helms, LLC 
 211 King St., Suite 300 
 Charleston, SC 29401 
 dcox@barnwell-whaley.com  
  
Cc: Ainsley F. Tillman 
 Ford Wallace Thomson, LLC 
 715 King Street 
 Charleston, SC 29403 
 ainsley.tillman@fordwallace.com    
  
Cc: M. Dawes Cooke 
 Barnwell Whaley Patterson & Helms, LLC 
 P.O. Drawer H 
 Charleston, SC 29402 
 mdc@barnwell-whaley.com   
 
Cc: Chelsea A. Glover 
 Johnson, Toal & Battiste, PA 
 130 Centre Street 
 Orangeburg, SC 29115 
 chelsea@jtbpa.com   
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Cc: George C. Johnson 
 Johnson, Toal & Battiste, PA 
 P.O. Box 1431 
 Columbia, SC 29202 
 george@jtbpa.com   
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 

 
 

APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 

 
Deadra L. Jefferson, Circuit Court Judge 

 
 

Case No. 2023-000718 
 

 
 
DARLEEN RASH, Individually and as 
Personal Representative for the ESTATE 
OF BRONSON HARLEY RASH, 

  
                                       
 
                  Appellant/Respondent, 

 v.  

 
DOMINION ENERGY (formerly 
SOUTH CAROLINA ELECTRIC & 
GAS COMPANY); ANTHONY M. 
AKBAR; and PAUL QUATTLEBAUM, 

 

 
 
  
 
       

                                    
 
 
                 Respondents/Appellants. 

      __________ 
 

PROOF OF SERVICE 
 

I certify that I have served Appellant/Respondent’s Motion for Order Under Rule 241 

Lifting Automatic Stay as to Respondent/Appellant Paul Quattlebaum by electronic mail on 

October 5, 2023 on all counsel of record as shown below: 

 Michael H. Dill 
 Cobb, Dill & Hammett, LLC 
 125 River Landing Drive, Suite 204 
 Daniel Island, SC 29492 
 dill@laurentaylorlaw.com  
   
 Jenny C. Honeycutt 
 Costa Honeycutt, LLC 
 P.O. Box 13823 
 Charleston, SC 29422 

Oct 05 2023
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 jenny@costahoneycutt.com 
 
 Hunter H. James 
 Ford Wallace Thomson, LLC 
 715 King Street 
 Charleston, SC 29403 
 hunter.james@fordwallace.com  
  
 Nanette Wesley 
 8990 Main Street 
 Woodstock, GA 30188 
 nwesley@wesleyfirm.com  
  
 I.S.  Leevy Johnson 
 Johnson Toal & Battiste, PA 
 P.O. Box 1431 
 Columbia, SC 29202 
 islj@jtbpa.com  
  
 Ian S. Ford 
 Ford Wallace Thomson, LLC 
 715 King Street 
 Charleston, SC 29403 
 ian.ford@fordwallace.com  
   
 David S. Cox 
 Barnwell Whaley Patterson & Helms, LLC 
 211 King St., Suite 300 
 Charleston, SC 29401 
 dcox@barnwell-whaley.com  
  
 Ainsley F. Tillman 
 Ford Wallace Thomson, LLC 
 715 King Street 
 Charleston, SC 29403 
 ainsley.tillman@fordwallace.com    
  
 M. Dawes Cooke 
 Barnwell Whaley Patterson & Helms, LLC 
 P.O. Drawer H 
 Charleston, SC 29402 
 mdc@barnwell-whaley.com   
 
 Chelsea A. Glover 
 Johnson, Toal & Battiste, PA 
 130 Centre Street 
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 Orangeburg, SC 29115 
 chelsea@jtbpa.com   
 
 George C. Johnson 
 Johnson, Toal & Battiste, PA 
 P.O. Box 1431 
 Columbia, SC 29202 
 george@jtbpa.com   
 
 
October 5, 2023 
Charleston, South Carolina 

Respectfully submitted, 

                                                                          POULIN | WILLEY | ANASTOPOULO, LLC 

 
                                                                           s/Roy T. Willey, IV 

Roy T. Willey, IV (S.C. #101010) 
32 Ann Street  
Charleston, SC 29403 
(803) 222-2222 
roy@poulinwilley.com  

 



THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 

APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 

Deadra L. Jefferson, Circuit Court Judge 

Case No. 2023-000718 

DARLEEN RASH, Individually and as 
Personal Representative for the ESTATE 
OF BRONSON HARLEY RASH, Appellant/Respondent, 

v. 

DOMINION ENERGY (formerly 
SOUTH CAROLINA ELECTRIC & 
GAS COMPANY); ANTHONY M. 
AKBAR; and PAUL QUATTLEBAUM,  Respondents/Appellants. 

      __________ 

MOTION FOR ORDER UNDER RULE 241 LIFTING AUTOMATIC 
STAY AS TO RESPONDENT/APPELLANT PAUL QUATTLEBAUM 

Roy T. Willey, IV (S.C. # 101010) 
32 Ann Street  
Charleston, SC 29403 
(803) 222-2222
Attorney for Appellant/Respondent

Oct 03 2023
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Plaintiff and defendant Quattlebaum have settled their dispute. According, the 

Plaintiff/Appellant/Respondent, Darleen Rash, Individually and as Personal Representative for the 

Estate of Bronson Harley Rash (“Rash”), respectfully submits this motion for an Order lifting the 

Rule 241(a) automatic stay as to Defendant/Respondent/Appellant Paul Quattlebaum 

(“Quattlebaum”) for the sole purpose of permitting the trial court to issue an order approving the 

settlement. Settlement moot the appeal as to Quattlebaum only, and the appeal would continue as 

to the remaining Respondents/Appellants. 

Such an Order will serve the best interests of all involved. Rash will receive funds in a 

timely fashion; Quattlebaum will avoid the difficulty and expense of defending against Rash’s 

appeal and pursuing his own cross-appeal; and this Court will be spared the intricacy of a four-way 

appeal.  

FACTS 

A trial lasting over two weeks was held from March 20, 2023 to April 4, 2023. On May 1, 

2023, Rash filed a Notice of Appeal as to several aspects of the case. Quattlebaum filed notice of 

his cross-appeal on May 8, 2023. 

After filing their notices of appeal, Rash and Quattlebaum reached a settlement. Had this 

not been a wrongful death case, that would have been the end of it – Quattlebaum and Rash would 

have exchanged a check for a release and gone on their way. However, South Carolina law requires 

a wrongful-death settlement approval hearing. Accordingly, on August 8, 2023, Rash petitioned 

the trial court to approve the settlement, and a settlement hearing was held on September 26, 2023. 

Unfortunately, after the settlement hearing – but before signing the order approving 

settlement – the trial court came to believe that it lacked jurisdiction to sign the order due to the 

pending appeals. Hence this motion. 
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LEGAL ANALYSIS 

“After service of notice of appeal, any party may move for an order lifting the automatic 

stay.” Rule 240(c)(1), SCACR.1 Such an order should be issued here for the reasons stated above 

– Rash will receive funds in a timely fashion; Quattlebaum will avoid the difficulty and expense 

of defending against Rash’s appeal and pursuing his own cross-appeal; and this Court will be 

spared the intricacy of a four-way appeal. See 6 S.C. Jur. Compromise and Settlement § 2 (“Courts 

favor settlements because they avoid costly litigation and delay to an injured party.”); see also 

Kinghorn as Tr. for the Mildred Ann Kinghorn Tr. dated 28 Apr. 2004 v. Sakakini, 426 S.C. 147, 

152, 825 S.E.2d 748, 750 (Ct. App. 2019) (“It has long been the policy of the court to encourage 

settlement in lieu of litigation . . . .”). Moreover, such an order lifting the stay for the narrow 

purpose of approving the settlement will have no adverse on any other party. Instead, every other 

party will be left in exactly the same position in which they currently are. 

CONCLUSION 

Both Rash and Quattlebaum, as well as this Court, will benefit from the parties’ settlement. 

No one will be harmed. Therefore, to the extent that an automatic stay applies to settlement 

approval, Rash respectfully moves this Court to issue an order under Rule 241(c)(1), lifting the 

stay solely as to Quattlebaum and specifically authorizing the trial court to execute the order 

approving settlement, as is customary and proper.  

 
1 A formal application to the Trial Court for an order lifting the automatic stay would be fruitless, 
as such a request was implicit in the petition for approval, and the trial court has already stated 
its belief that it is without jurisdiction to approve the settlement absent an order from this Court. 
Boykin v. Hermitage Cotton Mills, 180 S.C. 364, 185 S.E. 863 (1936) (“The law does not require 
a party to do a useless thing or to make a futile demand.”). 
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Respectfully submitted, 

                                                                          POULIN | WILLEY | ANASTOPOULO, LLC 

 
                                                                           s/Roy T. Willey, IV 

Roy T. Willey, IV (S.C. #101010) 
32 Ann Street  
Charleston, SC 29403 
(803) 222-2222 
roy@poulinwilley.com 
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