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Office, represented him on the underlying offense,
which he 1is curréntly incarcerated, and so I'm here to
assist him. It makes it a little more difficult -- we
were thinking this would be done through virtual
court, which would make it easier for me to actuélly
direct examine him; but in that regard, I will give a
statement going through his motion, and then the
Court, I guess, can have a colloquy with Mr. Goss and
supplement his motion with his testimony.

THE COURT: What do you want to tell me,
Mr. Goss?

MR. GOSS: How are you doing today?

THE COURT: Wait. Is anybody else in the room
with you?

MR. GOSS: No, sir.

THE COURT: Can you take your mask off? It's
hard to hear you. Okay.

MR. GOSS: I said I'm here today giving the God
the glory that he gave me the opportunity that I
survived through the Covid-19, and I'm filing a motion
for compassionate release for extraordinary reasons.
Due to South Carolina Department of Corrections and
SCDC's lack of assurance, 1inmate population and lack
of cleaning supplies and (Webex system pauses) -- 1

have a breathing problem. My second issue is my mom

CERTIFIED COPY TRANSCRIPT!!!
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has a life-threatening illness which requires her to
rely upon a breathing machine, and she's in custody of
my two kids: Jamie Elston (phonetid) and Sarina
Elston (phonetic). My third issue is that my wife is
currently in immigration removal from the U.S. with
two of my kids, and I would like to sum this up, Your
Honor.

The first issue, I contacted my attorney to
subpoena eight random people that I picked that went
through the same situation here with Covid-19 due to
overcrowding and not following CDC social distance.

My attorney -- they didn't never get a subpoena; that
was my first allegation.

My second allegation, I speak with my attorney
about subpoenaing my mom's doctor, Dr. Young. He is a
respiratory specialist, and he can prove the
allegations with my mom.

THE COURT: Okay. Tell me what 1is wrong.with
your mom. What disease does she have?

MR. GOSS: Due to family traditions {sic}, fhat
is something they keep away frbm me, because they know
I can't take it. Like, when my grandma died -- see, I
was brought up in a house with eight women. When my
grandma died, they never told me that because they

know I can't handle it. Every day I talk to them, all

CERTIFIED COPY TRANSCRIPT!!!
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I do is cry because all my mom is saying is, Son,
please take care of the kids. She's on an oxyden
machine. She's the only person in Georgetown Hospital
that made it out with Covid-19 at the time that the
doctors speaked {sic} to my sister and told them they
rarely (Webex pauses) .

THE COURT:. So your mom had Covid?

MR. GOSS: Yeah. She was the oﬁly one that made
it under the condition that she -- every time it's —--
like, I don't even know it's her anymore because of
the situation of Covid-19. She can't eat. And why
I'm so serious, last week the school called the house
saying that =-- my mom told my daughter -- and she's
supposed to be online, virtual, in class. She's in
the room. My mom is so sick. My daughter told her
she was in school. Come to find out, the teachers
called the house, and she's absent. Where is she?
These are the type of conditions that -- I don't want
my kids going through what I had. I had to go through
this because God had to put me through this so I could
help the next person. If I couldn't have this
testimony with all the stuff I had been through in
life, I could never help no one.

Back with my wife. We was going through -- fight

immigration. They came here, blood testing me for my

CERTIFIED COPY TRANSCRIPT!!!
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kids due to all of my court -- first of all, let me
put. this on the record. My wife, we was common law
married when I came here. Because me being

incompetent of the law over the 15 years or 14 years,
I didn't know that South Carolina don't -- immigration
don't recognize common law marriage. So the bnly
reason why she overstayed her Visa with my two kids,
we have cases fighting immigration due to my
incarceration. We got married in Horry County
Courthouse, and give the God the glory on that giving
me an opportunity to get married. But she's —-- they
still won't recognize it, and they keep putting the
hearings off because of my court dates.

and I get —-- once again, I'm doing this for God.
I'm not even doing this for me, because he gave me the
opportunity to come before you to make this decision.
Like, in law, Chief Justice Beatty gave South Carolina
judges the authority to release incarcerated inmates
for non-capital offenses due to Covid-19; 19-8 of
South Carolina, it talks about -- on the Covid 19, it
talks about the sanitation. And, Your Honor, under
forthright of prisoners 19-14, under the Constitution,
it explains and gives you the discretion to make a
decision today. Even though I would like to have a

witness to talk to you because of this extraordinary
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reasons, because tomorrow is not promised. Somehow,
my attorney couldn't get them here. I notified him
through the clerks. I talked to her yesterday and she
said she's been emailing him all week. He never
rgsponds to‘her emails, and this is a very critical
situation. Nine people died, people still comihg in
with Covid 19, and it's just unusual punishment,
cruel.

THE COURT: Have you had Covid?

MR. GOSS: No, sir, I have not, because of the
simple féct that I felt like I had it, due to one --
when they went to test the unit, it was like 65 or 75
people had Covid 19, andvthey stopped testing because
they had to take all 75 of the people, put in a gym
because the prison is overcrowded. They don't have no
equipment.

THE COURT: Okay. Do you currently have any
illness or any diseases that puts you in a terminally
ill situation?

MR. GOSS: Yes, sir. Due to -- being I'm
supposed —-- I have apnea, breathing. I'm supposed to
have that machine, but due to Covid 119, they got me
scheduled to go back June.

THE COURT: You sleep with a CPAP machine?

MR. GOSS: I have to go get a CPAP machine,

CERTIFIED COPY TRANSCRIPT!!!
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because I got apnea.

THE COURT: Okay. Anything else you want to tell
me?

MR. GOSS: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Yeah, but you need to tell me what
has to do with this.

MR..GOSS: The reason I'm filing this today, Your
Honor, due to . South Carolina Constitution Article 1,
Section 15, cruel and unusual punishment. I'm back
here overcrowed, around a bunch of more sickness
people, and I see —-- it's more congestion for me and
my safety. I have a very bad illness with infection.
SCDC, every time they swap it, they swab 1t and test
it and can't find out, but it smells like sewage. I
have a bad infection in me for the last seven years.

I don't know where it come from, but it Jjust came upon
me. Every time they test 1it, they can't find out
what's wrong. These big things and all come out with
puss on my face. All of this stuff is playing a big
part because of immune system. It is so difficult.

In my groin area, same thing with the infection
real bad and they can't find out what is wrong with
me. I'm very scared with the environment I'm in.

They can't bring nofhing in to help us. And due to

the overcrowding of the prison, they can't even do
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THE COURT: But right now you have not been
diagnosed with any disease?

MR. GOSS: Only disease I have right now is my
cholesterol, and they are working around that. Doctor
told me three years ago I'll die if I didn't take
medication.

THE COURT: Okay. So he's giving you medicine
for that?

MR. GOSS: Yes, sir. And it's still up high;j
they don't know why.

THE COURT: Let me hear from the State.

MR. OSKIN: Yes, sir. I'll be brief. Two points
of contention to this motion. First, the State
believes this is the improper form for this motion.
Any defendant who is seeking compassionate relief,

state law has a statutory law process for that; it is

24-21-7195," parole for _terminally : 1ll gerratr;g, or}

\permanently dlsabled 1nmates,‘also commonly known as?

&ompa531onate release It clearly states in that

language that the defendant must be termlnally 111 as‘

fdetermlned by a llcensed phy51c1an, who hasslncurabl@

——

L-_ —_—

@mndltlon by 1llness _or dlsease that has progressed t

frender the 1nmate termlnakly }ll‘ and that w1ll[;1kely1

Cproduce death w1th1n_twp_year§, and that it is(so]

LA—

iiitating nate. c/

-gdebllltatlng that theflnmate does not pose a publlc
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fsafety risky

Geriatricd means an inmate(dﬁerl?@_Yéagg,
(permanently ificapacitated; that would be ajmentalj
. ) A ST L - —— -

{E&iditiohfégéh %g;agmgﬁiié or something like that that
would make him @bg@}@}yéij"&ysfuﬁbfidhaﬂ.

He doesn't meet any of that criteria; further,

{there s d process for inmates to gqprgompassiénatgy

| rp\

(=g

 release, and;that“ié/brb§§p§”@§ the -- I referenced it

in my motion to you -- Eﬁéf"is‘d§ﬁg_§ftép petition!
@rOm\the{DepéiEﬁent of Qgﬁégﬁﬁions ?Bemsgiyég. (j@éiﬂ

EEC ]

TBring that to the parole board. They have the sol¢

faathority. t

T

i%élease.
This defendant meets none of that criteria. He

tries to quote some federal statutes to bring it into

this arena. He doesn't meet any of that criteria
either. That is through the director of Bureau of
Prisons. That's a federal agency; and even there, the

defendant would have to be at least 70 years of age,
has served 30 years in prison. He meets none of those
things.

The extraordinary circumstances are the health of
the family members and the children, and none of that
applies to him personally. I think this motion should

not be in this courtroom, gquite honestly. It should
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be denied. I know you are aware of it, but I Have the
statutory law for South Carolina's compassionate
release.

THE COURT: I understand.

Didvyou hear what he told\me?

MR. GOSS: Yes, sir. Yes. I would like to

r—--

-object what the State 1s saylng 1n reference to

ompaegionate releasd The State is correct about

that, but:® the State 1s pet cor_e t about extraordlnary

— ———

\reasong

). It is Part 2 in dealing with spouses with

kids; that is why Judge John granted this motion to be
heard. I explained to him, but I was incompetent of
the law. And he wrote this letter and let me know and
stated, I appreciate your concerns as set forth;
however, your comments are not in proper motion.

So I wrote him back, because I contacted SCDC, as
the state officer said on the record, that I must
follow‘theSe procedures. fhese procedures was —- I
went through the ward; no response. I went through
the director; no response.

THE COURT: Let me ask you this: How do you
think I have jurisdiction? This is a parole board
issue; I don't have jurisdiction. The statute that
deais with what you are trying to get is the

24-21-715, and that is all a parole board issue. I

CERTIFIED COPY TRANSCRIPT!!!
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don't have authority to release you.

MR. GOSS: Under Chief Justice, on rights 14 --
full rights of prisoner, releases inmates under these
conditions. And due to U.S. Constitution --

THF COURT: That is pre-sentenced inmates -- hold
on a minute. Chief Justice is for pre-sentenced
inmates; not one that has been sentenced. That is
people waliting trial.

MR. GOSS: Okay. I understand that, Your Honor.
Under U.S. Constitution Article 6, the attorney just
stated for the record, Your Honor, this is a decision
that has to be taken care of today because a lot of
circumstances. I could be in the people that died in
scDC due to Covid-19, and nobody cares. Like my life
doesn't really matter. Nobody cares about my two
kids. And because of my wife's circumstances, under
extraordinary reasons, Your Honor, I'm here today --
God gave me this opportunity to come before you and
put this burden in -- you are the king iﬁ this
situation.

THE COURT: I understand that, but I don't have
any legal authority to grant your wishes. That is up
to fhe parole board. I can't change the sentence, and
I can't let you out under that statute. It is all up
to them. I don't have any legal authority to let you

CERTIFIED COPY TRANSCRIPT!!!
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out.
MR. GOSS: But Your Honor, under the federal --
THE COURT: That's is federal law. If you are in
federal custody, you would have different issues. You

are in state custody, and it doesn't apply to me.

MR. GOSS: Your Honor, I'm sorry about the
inc@nvenience and if I'm not presentl%g this in a
manner that you understand. In thengggLééél;Qgﬁal&
Trump, he didn't forfeit -- he gave them the reason to
come before the parole board the BOPs, the federal
court, they was not granting people -- they wasn't
people in prison no aftention so he give everyone with
long-term sentence to file these motions; that is why
I filed it to the chief judge, Jéhn:

THE COURT: I understand that, but that all deals
with federal inmates; nothing to do with state
inmates.

MR. GOSS: Well, Your Honor, under the
Constitution, this is an untrue -- this is a cruel and
unreasonable punishment that I'm bringing before you
today and hoping you understand my situation because
tomorrow is not promised. My kids -- my life doesn't
matter. A lot people died, 40 people all in SCDC, the

yard is in quarantine, the prison is overcrowed. I'm

begging you in the name of Jesus Christ, at your

CERTIFIED COPY TRANSCRIPT!!!
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State vs Goss 5

to South Carolina Rule of Civil Procedure 5980 South Carqlina
Rules of Procedure 52(b) in Howard versus State 345 sc 33
(inaudible) motion to alter or amend and make additional fact
finding, South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure. {(inaudible)

The defendant will respectfully show this Honorable Court
the following: (inaudible) she cannot recover from Covid 19.
Every time I call her she’s smoking pot. And it’s so
unbalanced for me to stay in and talk to her like I’'m supposed
to. Every‘reason my wife is currently is in custody of
immigration, deportation from the US. She not with two of my
kids. (inaudible) my kids is in and out of hotels all over
the place. They don’t have —-- they can’t get no help and all
of this is because when I was on the street -- because I don’t
have custody in the law, I thought immigration recognized
common law marriage, whiCh it didn’t. So she has two of my
kids (inaudible) Venezuela and (inaudible) Venezuela. And we
had a long talk because they just moved again to another
hotel. She’s telling me my little son goes to school smoking
pot in the bathroom getting high, and that bothers me. I
never had a father who been in my life and I wanted to be in
my'kids life.

I'm only locked up for 12.3 grams of crack. I did 15
years. And I'm asking this Court today —— I'm going to get
back to this, the merits claim is supported by statdtes and

established law, the US Constitution and South Carolina

A
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State vs Goss 6

Constitution. Thé US Constitution is mandated on the
supremacy clause (iﬁaudible)vSouth Carolina Constitution
Section 2, which states that the provision of the South
Carolina Constitution is mandatory. Specifically, this motion
to this Honorable Court for further fact finding and further
adjudications are required by South Carolina Rule of éivil
Procedure 15 59(e). In this (inaudible) procedure, error of
law, facts, suppression by not fully adjudication of his words
it will render the judgment incomplete of being (inaudible)
while entitled defendants to appeal as stated in the law of
the State of South Carolina, South Carolina code 18-1-30 and
South Carolina code 18-1-130. |

In South Carolina Appellate Rule 201 T have a fair
opportunity to be fairly heard, South Carolina Procedure Rule
12(b). Defendant also has to seek the leave of Court to grant
the motion and also request that this Honorable Court protects
his right to do a brief on his behalf (inaudible) and
competent ability of the counsel Ronald Hazzard, who
represents (inauaible) the motion.

Mr. Hazzard has a long history of professional misconduct
and criminal violations that results in suspension. The
Ronald case will confirm such. Ronald Hazzard 355 SC 328 and
Ronald Hazzard 377 SC 482 and 38 SC 217 despite the fact that
he has been reinstated to practice law again here in the State

of South Carolina.
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State vs Goss ‘ 7

South Carolina Constitution by (inaudible) his suspension
(inaudible) degree or not. Long term practice in US Court of
Appeals for (inaudible) certificate to practice law and
represent a (inaudibie) in Magistrate Court, South Carolina
Magistrate Court Rule 21. I’'m not questioning his cfédential,
however, I'm not accusing him of any wrong doing or implying
that he was wrong. I will say this much, his sufficience is
not right.

The defendant respéctfully pray that this Honorable Court
address this motion and makes a ruling on the merits of the
case and also schedule additional hearings because since the
filing of the motion for compassionate relief, defendant
tested positive for Covid 19 which requires that he be
outpatient to Kirkland Institution for medical treatment. To
expose thevdefendant to this serious pandemic will amount to
cruel and unusual punishment. On the Evans versus éinaudible)
93553 8757 August 23, 2019.

I want to get back to the —— they didn’t even let me know
I had court today. I didn’t even know I had court. The Holy
Spirit said bring all this paperwork and that’s what I did. I
have a little bit more.

Béck here I came before the Court before I had caught
Covid because of the circumstances with my'kids for
extraordinary reasons. The solicitor keeps interjection and

his response was he’s speaking about compassion release but
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not extraordinary reasons. Extraordinary reasons come with I
could haﬁe died because the hearing we had Judge told me he
would give me a decision in two weeks. And it took over nine
—— like 100 and something days and then they sent me a sheet
of paper saying dénied and not telling me why. And then I
caught Covid-19. At the last hearing the solicitor told me
the procedure that I go through. i went to the warden; I went
to the director; I went to the parole board. They said they
can’t do nothing, so I have to use the supremacy clause of the
United States_to put my case in because the Judge says he
didn’t know if he could release me at that moment because this
is something new to him. He tell me to give him two weeks and
he would let me know. And like three or four months later I
got a packet in the mail.saying denied for no reasons.

And T feel like my appeal (inaudible) and I thank the
Good Lord today that I'm here and I have an opportunity to
speak to you. Because today you’ve got 1,000 inmates on this
yvard and there’s two officers floating around and they can’t
make the rounds like they’re supposed to. This has been going
on for the last three years. I mean my life means something
to me for my kids because I just want to be there for my kids.
And the solicitor just he never really —- in the state’s
response to defendant’s motion for compassionate release due
to extraordinary reasons, petitioner has filed a motion asking

the Court to reduce his sentence to a period of 18 years see
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section 28 82(c)l(a) and immediately release on the Covid 19
pandemic and the effect on his family who are not incarcerated
and the minor children. The State of South Carolina
respectively oppose this motion.

The Court should deny this motion for several reasons:
first, the Federal statute that the petitioner sites only
deals with federal cases and federal inmates. I would like to
object to that because I'm bringing this motion under the
supremacy clause. The petitioner can not receive the relief
he is seeking through the state statute before a Ci;éuit Court
Judge in South Carolina. I would like to object to that
because I have already been in front of Judge Culbeft (ph).
All of the statutes that he (inaudible) I attached it to the
motion. It said that the only person that can do anything
with this right here is the Circuit Court. The Parole Board
said the only -- they didn’t.say the only thing but they'said
théy cannot have nothing to do with Covid 19. I asked the
director, the director states that they don’t have a policy
stating that I can be released under (inaudible) Act. Donald
Trump, he said that just because of the simple fact of the
pandemic, that the simple fact of the pandemic —-- I mean
parole board, VOP, they are not, they are not treating this
matter fairly. And I have the right under the South Carolina
Constitution to file this motion to ask this Court to have

mercy on me and my family during this pandemic because of the
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State vs Goss 10

circumstances. Even if this Court puts me on house arrest.
I've been locked up 15 years for a 12.3 grams of crack. I
want the Court to know I did what I was supposed to do, I took

it like a man. I thank God every day that I came to court

|because Jesus Christ came and changed my life. He really

honestly changed my life. And this is very, very important in
my life and my kids. All I can think about is the future and
steering these kids back right. That’s my goal in life. I
want to call on Gpd. I had to go through this. T do not
regret not one minute of going to prison for 15 years for 12.3
grams of crack. -Anytime I talk to people they say this guy
here gots to be crazy. No, I'm not crazy. I needed that, I
needed that because I didn’t know no better. I got caught up
with the wrong ones. I never had a father. I just want to
let the Court know today that I can reach people and change
their life and that’s what I'm trying to do with my kids. And
this matter is so serious back here, peoblé dying. Last year
I went to the Chaplin and he showed up a video, it was nine
inmates died here with Covid 19. That’s not the status of
SCDC. SCDC is short staffed and my life really do matter.
Overcrowded, no clean supplies. I caught Covid, still going
through the process. I got apnea (inaudible) sleep apnea, I
mean I can’t get no attention. I'm just asking for this Court
to have mercy and understand the motion that I‘m filing today.

Thank you.
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THE COURT: Thank you.

Solicitor, would you like to reply?

MR. OSKIN: Yes, sir, Your Honor. I’1ll be brief.

Your Honor, the same main four claims that Mr. Goss has
made in regards to his family, his wife’s immigration status,
his marital status, all of that stuff is the same, for the
large part, as it was from the April 16th, 2021 motion. The
motion for compassionate release due to extraordinary
circumstances, those would be the extraordinary circumstances
that he argued in April and that were part of the motion.£hat
Judge Cothran denied here recently.

The only new additional fact finding that he’s asking you
to do is to now mention that he’s caught Covid. He briefly
mentions Mr. Hazzard, although he’s filed this motion pro se,
that shouldn’t be any grounds for any new fact findings.

This case boils down to a few things. This is the
improper venue for compassionate release. The supremacy
clause doesn’t change that here as it pertains to the State of
South Carolina. South Carolina has a statute for
compassionate release and that applies to people who are
terminaliy ill or over a certain age, none of the requirements
which Mr. Goss meets. He talks about the health issues in the
prison. He has wrote the warden, and the warden has responded
to him about getting clean air and HVAC and the measures that

the prison that he’s at is taking to try to provide the best
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environment they can for them. And as I don’t have to say,

everyone in fhis room understands and Mr. Goss does too, Covid
is everywhere. It doesn’t matter if it’s SCDC, this
courtroom, outside, it’s no -- that’s no different, as it’s
rapidly spreading throughout our state at various times.

Your Honor, this simply isn’t the venue for it, and the
reason that the Appellate Court hasn’t heard it, I can’t speak
for the Appellate Court, I’m not an Appellate Court Judge.

But it’s improperly heard;‘this is hot the venue for it to be.
I would just ask you to deny this motion with prejudice.

We’ll submit the Form 4. Mr. Goss has asked for an
opportunity to be heard; he’s been more than heard two times
now. It’s improper venue. We have a statute for
compassionate release, no additional findings, 6ther than just

an attempt at mercy or hope. There’s no legal jurisdiction

{for you to honor his request, nor is there any jurisdiction

for a Circuit Court Judge in South Carolina to honor that
request. So that’s why I’'m asking that you dismiss this
motion with prejudice so it ends the case. \

THE CQURI: Mr. Goss.

MR. GOSS: Yes, Your Honor. I would like to object to
what the state’s saying because there is an additional finding
because I had Covid 19. If they would have took this matter

serious the first time, I wouldn’t have never caught Covid. I

have damage that Covid has done, that’s why (inaudible) Jesus
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Christ and asked him to please hold on. That’s the only thing
that saved me. .

Also I want the Court -- I would like to object to what
the solicitor said about he keeps saying compassion,~it's
extraordinary, fhis is extfaordinary reason of fhe law,
supremacy clause of the ﬁnited States, the law of the land
gives this Court jurisdiction to make a decision on this
motion today.

THE COURT: Anything ybu want to say, Mr. Hazzard?

MR. HAZZARD: Please, Your Honor.' May I please the
Court?

With regard to Mr. Goss, this matter came to my attention
back in March of this year. Apparently, Mr. Goss wrote a
letter to Judge John as the Chief Administrative Judge. Jﬁdge
John forwarded it to my office and asked that a representative
of my office represent Mr. Goss in this matter and assist him
to the extent possible.

We’ve had numerous conversations and ihteractions with
Mr. Goss regarding the motion that he has filed for
compassionate release. We have discussed in great detail the
fact that the legal vehicle that he relies on i.e. the Federal
Court statute, is not something that to my knowledge and
understanding applies to state court. BAnd as a result, he and
I have great disagreements in that regard. But Judge Cothran

did hear him out completely and fully on the motion he filed,
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and I believe that was back in April, around April 16th,

The underlying sentence that has Mr. Goss in the
Department of Corrections, he was convicted of trafficking
crack cocaine third offense in February 2007, received a 28-
year sentence with a $50,000 fine at that. time.

The civil statutes that he relies on here, I believe this
issue, although today he has gone back through the substance
of his previous motion, I believe his real issue is that the

Form 4 order denying his motion is lacking in findings of fact

and conclusions of law. I would think, therefore, then the

motion actually would be more properly in front of Judge
Cothran who issued the initial ruling.

I have not filed any documentation on Mr. Goss’ behalf,
because again, as an officer of the court I do not believe
that the claim as brought has sufficient merit. He would not
allow it to be done any other way, and as such I cannot bring
or filé any matters with the Court that I do not believe have
merit. That is why I have not filed anything on his behalf.
But honestly, Mr. Goss has been allowed to be heard fully
again in this matter.

Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Yes, sir, Mr. Goss.

MR. GOSS: Yes, Your Honor. I would‘like to objecf to

what Mr. Ron Hazzard is speaking about today because he’s an

attorney of law, I'm in prison right now because I was
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incompetent of the law and given to the Public Defender’s
Office, Ms. Ofrie West. .She —-— I came to court and was
supposed to be in court for this charge where i was sentenced
to 28 years. She never talked to me about this, never,
whatsoever. I never told my family about this. I never told
my mom, my kids. I called them, they crying to death and said
son why didn’t you tell me this. Okay.

(Inaudible) I took that because I had pending charges for
five yeais wheré I was supposed to go, and when the third
offense come I (inaudible). I got caught with marijuana in
Georgia. I got caught with -- I was a penny hustler, I ain’t
never had nothing.- I ain’t never had nothing, just got caught

up with the wrong people and got all these charges, they run

| concurrent. They got third offense like I’ve been in and out

of prison. I’ve only been in prisoﬁ for like 80 days and then
I came back on this sentence.

And why I’'m upset about the Horry County Public
Defender’s Office is that Mr. Ron, and Chief Justice -- I said
Chief Justice -- Mr. Ron, Judge thn assigned him to me. Mr.
Hazzard wants to take everything out of this motion that will
hot get me a hearing and I cannot be quiet no more. Like
someone else told me when I went to Court, I’'m in front of an
old time Judge, don’t say nothing. I listened to him becaﬁse
I always listen to my mom. Today Mr. Hazzard, Mr. John hired

you, I mean tell you to take my case. You should have told
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everywhere, let that be my decision, not SCDC, not SCDC.

And most of all, I pray ever&uday that —— I’'ve been
incarcerated for 15 years, people take titles. Jesus Christ
said stand strong on what you believe in. Your Honor, I’m
sorry to take up your time today, but I’ve got a lot on my
chest over the years. Jesus Christ said, son, you’re going to
suffer. I'm going tp suffer. And, Your Honor, I'm asking you
today that the Holy Spirit reach you and let you see my heart
today and understand all of my circumstances because nobody
cares. FEven though Mr. Ron Hazzard got a title, to my .
knowledge, I could be incompetent to what I’'m saying, but he
told me take this out. If I take out the cruel and unusual
punishment; if I take the supremacy clause out, T wouldn’t
have ever had a case. I wouldn’t never had a case. I would
not have a case today if I had listened to Mr. Ron Hazzard.
(Inaudible)

MR. OSKIN: Your Honor, this has been said multiple
times.

THE COURT: All right. . Go ahead and wrap it up, Mr.
Goss, if you would.

MR. GOSS: Yes, sir. Yes, sir. At this time I would

{just ask you to object to what my attorney is saying and what

the solicitor is saying under supremacy clause, the law of the
land, and under cruel and unusual punishment. And I'm sorry

to take up your time today.
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THE COURT:

18

That’s fine. I711 study the issues,

the issues, énd I will rule by the end of the

Thank you,
MR. GOSS:
MR. OSKIN:

Mr. Goss.
Thank you.
Thank you.

(END OF HEARING)

week.
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STATE OF SOUTﬁ CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

)
) )
COUNTY OF HORRY ) INDICTMENT: 2006GS2604735
\ | ) . |
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) WARRANT: K002194
" RESPONDENT )
) .
VS. ) STATE’S RESPONSE
_ ) TO DEFENDANT’S MOTION
JAMIE GOSS ) FOR COMPASSIONATE RELEASE DUE
. SCDC#294885 ) TO EXTRAORDINARY
: ) CIRCUMSTANCES
PETITIONER )
\ )
Response

The petitioner has filed a motion asking this Court to reduce his sentence of
imprisonment under 18 U.S.C. section 2582 (C)(i)(A) and order his immediate release,
3 ;elg;in;g' .;gqiel.& o;;‘ti{% threatpgse_:dby the C@Vill)_—_l_? pandemic and its _e__ﬁ':eqts on his family ° _
who. are not incaroe;ated and includes minor children. The State of South Carolina
respectfully opposes this motion.

The Court should deny thls petitioner’s m(;tion for several reasons. First, the
federal statute that the petitioner has cited only deals with federal cases and federal inmates.
Simply put, the petitioncr-cénnot get .the relief he is seeking through this statu)te before a
circuit court Judge in South Carolina. The petitioner tries to overcome this l;y bgqgg_ly'
mentioning the. S.C Constitution Article 1 Section 15. Article 1 Section 15 is oﬁr State’s
Version of the eighth amendment, whicl; prohibits against cruel and unusual punishment,
largely in part dealing with pretrial detainment and prohibiting excessive bonds for the
circumstances. The petitioner was convicted of Trafficking Crack Cocaine — 3rd offense

- and sentenced to twenty-eight years on February 13, 2007. Therefore, the petitioner fails

3%



to successfully tie South Cérolina law into the federal statute because this 1s a post-
conviction issué. Moreover, it is not an excessive bond issue nor a cruel and unusual
punishment issue because the defendant was convicted at jury trial. <Lastly, South Céfol_i—nd"\,
~does have stafitory law-that goveriis bﬁnip@%;;idﬁatéfréfcds_é&r%@;@ﬁdéf Ann. Section 24
21-715 titled “Parole for terminally ill, geriairic, or permanently disabled inmates™” gives
“meet any of this criterion. Further, only the full parole board, after petition from the
Department of Corrections, has the sole authority to determine and grant compassionate
release. | |
In conclusion, this Court should deny this petitioner’s motion to graﬁt
combaésionatc reiease due to exﬁa_ordinary circumstances because it is improper in this
forum. His only .potential relief is by petition of the Department of Corrections, and he 7.
does not meet the statutory ieﬁﬁi'ré_ﬁméﬂts for that .eithe};? Théfefore, this motion should be

denied. IR
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Respectfully submitted,

AL e P
Seth Oskin

Asst. Solicitor

G o7 - 4 ;15th Circuit Solicitor
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STATE OF SOUTH CAlROLIN_AV ) IN'THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF HORRY éOUNT"Y

COUNTY OF HORRY | ) Case No. 2006-65-26-4735 |
- JAMIE GROSS, # 294885 ) . D.0.B: 11/15/81  SS No.
. Defendant, . ) Presid‘ing-Judg-e Honorable, Steven John

Vs } Circuit Court Judge
STATE OF SOUTH CARCLINA, ) ' '
Release. - 7 . Motion for Compassionate
. - )7 Release for Extraordinary

& Reasons

s . o . o e A

Come now Defendant J,amie' Goss Pro_se. Before this honorable court on a Motion for

Compassionate Release for Extraordinary Reasons.. This motion is written pursuant to 18 U.S.C. ‘

3582(c)(1)(A)(1), and 5.C. Constitution Article 1 Section 15, United States of America V. Lincein

Warrinéfén Defendant, (March 4, 20621) 2021 825400. This matter comes Before Hconorable

Steven John Circuit Judge of Horry County Motion for Compassionate Release for Ext‘raordi‘nar'y‘;_

"SupRemaly Chanst i AETHE el 2.5 - EonssT BRT G

Reasons pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 3582 {C)(A)(l), in light of the COVID-19 Pandemic, and also the -

following reasons, the Defendant respectfljlly show this Honorable Court the Following:

o (11211_@ to S.E_De_pgrtme_nLoj'Ccr_re:j.[;ipns Ridgeland Facility and all other SCDC Facilities.

being short of Staff, overcrowded inmate populatioh, lack of clean air and cleaning supplies.

(2) My wife has a life threatening illness which require her to rely upon Respiratory

Breathing Machines, and she has custody of my two (2) children ages 14 and 15.

(3) My wife is currently in custody of immigration Detention Facing Deportation, she is in

, custod'ygf my other two (2) Children ages 15 and 16.
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Statement OF ITssues

) WRS Fetitionecs a\r@umw-\- Consed 1 prope.c Loem

anvd venue '

3 Did Tudoe cor v foilivay +o apply Rdecal Stodules
Whece state Statule did not exysh 7

3) Did j“’\dgef et pﬂi(\}’vg to rule, ow Lssues
Due to 5,C Defactment of Correction Rid AN
Fac,im-y ond all othee SO Facilites bein Shopd
of 5+, ovecctowded ivmate populot; o lack of2
Cleans aic ond Cl&aM'Ng supplies

LD Did jmdé)e &(C -{-\a}\\’w to _!“ufe ONAJ IéSuQs

My mom hes G like T re,c\Jrﬁ,Ni/uS) liness b\)k{ch
fequie hee to rely Upon) Rtspi(&rcm Breath iy
Machipes, and she hag custody o My oo
children @oes 14 and S,

5) Did- :SUC\S{’ ece Loiling Yo rale on Issues B
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Compassiopote Release v Boudh Cacoling?
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SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
' OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
INMATE CORRESPONDENCE

INMATE: Jamie Goss #294885

NSTITUTION: Kirkland Correctional Institution, F1A-0126-B
FROM: | Office of the Director

SUBJECT: Request to Staff Member Received

DATE: Tuly 6,2021

Iam in receipt of your inmate correspondence/Request to Staff Member. Your

corresporidence is being rejected in accordance to SCDC Policy, GA-06.04, Request to
Staff Merhber and returned to you for the following reasons:

(@]

Inimates must use the correct form (Request to Staff Member SCDC 19-1 1) and

-attachments will not be accepted.

Inmates are only allowed to submit one issue per RTSM, which must be written
legibly (to the appropriate area) and must be limited to a single sheet.

Inmates are prohibited from sending duplicate or similar RTSM to multiple staff
members.

Your.request should be directed through the approprlate institutional/divisional
staff.

The RTSM is intended for use by an individual inmate (An inmate may not send a
RTSM form from multiple inmates).

You will have to enter your concerns through the KIOSK Automated Request to -
Staff System.

Please be advised that SCDC has no statutory or other authority for releasing
inmates based upon the COVID-19 pandemic.

s/ apyice off o DMW

Office of the Director

A




THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM HORRY COUNTY

Court of General Sessions

“Ralph F. Cothran, Jr., Circuit Court Judge

Case No. 2006-GS-26-4735

The State, .........cceeereeecennee. R S Respondent

JAMIE GOSS,.ecvrricrcrenecsinnsessrese s sessssasnssssaesasnssssassassesssnssasssessans Appellant.

MOTION TO BE RELIEVED AS COUNSEL bF RECORD

The undersigned moves before this Honorable Court for an order relieving
counsel as listed attorney of record for the Appellant in the above-
captioned matter. Appellant filed a pro se motion for compassionate
release with the Horry County Clerk of Court on March'12, 2021.
Undersigned counsel was subsequently asked to serve as standby or
advisory counsel for Appellant during the pendency of the motion
proceedings. Appellant’s motion for compassionate release was
subsequently denied by the Honorable Ralph F. Cothran, Jr., by orders. .
dated August 4, 2021 and September 8, 2021. Appellant has filed a pro se
appeal in this matter without the knowledge or assfs,tance of the ‘
undersigned and counsel respectfully requests to be relieved from any
duties and responsibilities regarding this appeal.

13
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