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| STATEMENT OF ISSUES o
1 The DEEDS of Luther Leon Meredlth That Llsted to

SRR h|s HEIRS were. never accepted by Spartanburg

o MunlapaI Court In The Court of Common Pleas of
. :'the Seventh Jud|c1al Clrcmt Court. S -
-2 The LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT Dated May 07 2003. s

- was not accepted by PROBATE COURT, =~ -
. SPARTANBURG MUNICIPAL COMMON PLEAS OF THE o

| :VSEVENTH .IUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT.
| “3;’.;VaI|d|ty of the Notary on the LAST WILL AND S

,' TESTAMENT BY THE SOUTH CAROLINA SECRETARY "
OF STATE -



Statement of the Case

1. Probate Court
August 26, 2019
Case # 2017 ES 4201163
Judge David Anderson Associate Probate Judge

Nature of Matter: Contested Last Will and
Testament |

Action of Court: Found no reason to overturn the
Admittance of 1996 LAST WILL and TESTAMENT.

2. Common Pleas Court
January 10, 2020

Case# 2019 CP 4200891
Judge Mark Hayes

Nature of Matter: Appeal Probate Court Action

Action of the Court: No decision was made due to

no records available from Probate Court
3.Common Pleas Court

May 13, 2020

Case# 2019-CP-42-04222

Nature of Matter: Appeal Probate Court Decision

Action of Court: dismissed appeal



ARGUMENTS

1 Deed search was order by Probate Judge DaV|d R
Anderson and never was executed or submltted to

Probate Court or Common Pleas Court

2 1, TOnJI L. Meredlth found a later dated Last WILL and o

Testament of Luther Leon I\/Ieredlth dated May 07
2003 1 took the Last W|II and Testamentto :
Spartanburg County Munrupal Court Probate Court

Offlce to have it recorded | presented the document o

to Spartanburg County cIerk of court Erin Hall and her |
Supervrsor refused to accept the document from me

o 3 The Lower courts made decisions WIthout seelng
- ""i%Ietters stating. va||d|ty of Notary on LAST WILL AND

v _’}TESTAI\/IENT dated February 25,2019



Conclusion

For the reasons that this information was never
admissible in court, the motion to appeal should be
~ respectfully granted and all information be accepted
before any court rulings.

Respectfully submitted,

Date: April 17, 2023 Signed: Jov e £, 4o, At
Tonji L. Meredith
2370 Brockman McClimon Rd.
Greer, SC 29651
Phone: 864-894-9160
Tonjimeredith1969 @gmail.com




Exhibits
List of Deeds of Luther Leon Meredith, pages: 8-21

LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT of LUTHER LEON
MEREDITH: Dated: May 7, 2023, pages: 22-23

Letter from Cherokee County Clerk of Court Office,
page: 24

Letter from Office of the Secretary of State,
page: 25
Respondents Initial Brief, pages: 26-37



Tonji LaVonne Meredith
2370 Brockman McCIimon'Rd.
Greer, Spartanburg County,
South Carolina 29651

Saturday, December 3, 2022

| am sending a copy of the deeds of my father Luther Leon
Meredith Deeds from SPARTANBURG COUNTY, SOUTH

CAROLINA 29651.
DEED 77- YPG83b PAGES: 2
DEED 70H PG 3 1| PAGES: 6
DEED b5-N-PG 754 PAGES: 4

DEED 51C PAGE 697 PAGES: 4
DEED 9b —T PG b 40 PAGES: 5
DEED 51C PAGE 0705 PAGES: 4
DEED 51C PAGE 0717 PAGES: 4
DEED 51C PAGE 0685 PAGES: 5
DEED 96-TPG640 PAGES: 4
DEED 53 N PG 025 PAGES: 1
DEED 63 W PG 209 PAGES: 2

MAP OF PROPERTY: PAGES: 1 -



LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF LUTH ER LEON MEREDITH
'-__;DATED MAY 7™ 2003; PAGES:2

u'.n-jLetter from Cherokee Cou nty CIerk of Court Offlce PAG ES 1

o Letter from State of South Carolma Offlce of the Secretary of

B State The Honorable Mark Hammond Dated February 25 2019" -

o PAGES 1

;CPI\/I CREDIT UNION BANK STATEI\/IENT OF Luther Leon
Meredlth PAGES 2 FRONT AND BACK

i SPARTANBURG COUNTY PROPERTY TAX NOTICE 2014 LUTHER
'LEON MEREDITH |

LU 2.83 ACRES
| LU 1. ooACREs‘
LU 12.77 ACRES' |

TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD 2019-CP-42-00891
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Grantee's Address: 2370 Brockman McClimon Read w E'g
Greer, South Carolina 29651-8506 = -
% Mmoo -0
5.2
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) TITLE TO REAL ESTATE So o
) Tax Map #4-05-00-001.05 e = =
COUNTY OF SPARTANBURG ) :_’; ; o]

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that EVELYN E. MEﬁEDI»TH, in the
State aforesaid, in consideration of the sum of Two Thousand and 00/100, ($2,000.00) Dollars,
in hand paid, at and before the sealing of these presents by LUTHER L, MEREDITH, (the
receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged), have granted, bargained, sold and released, and by

these presents do grant, bargain, sell and release unto the said:

LUTHER L. MEREDITH, HIS HEIRS AND ASSIGNS

All of my one-half (1/2) undivided interest in and to ALL that certain piece,
parcel or lot of land situate, lying and being in the State and County aforesaid,
Reidville Township, about 10 miles southeast of Greer, S.C., being a portion of
the same land conveyed to Elbert Meredith by Deed from Mary Earle Breckman
and lying on the southern side of the Brockman-McClimon Road and lying
immediately to the rear of the old home house on the said tract. Further
reference is hereby made to Plat prepared for Luther L. and Evelyn E. Meredith
by H.S. Brockman, RLS, recorded December 7, 1982 in Plat Book 88 at Page
455, RMC Office for Spartanburg County.

This being the same property conveyed to Luther L. Meredith and Evelyn E,

Meredith by Deed from Elbert Meredith recorded December 7, 1982, in Deed

Book 49-F at Page 123, RMC Office for Spartanburg County, South Carolina.

TOGETHER with all and singular the Rights, Members, Hereditaments and
Appurtenances to the said premises belonging or in anywise incident or appertaining.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD all and singular the said Premises before-mentioned unto the
said LUTHER L. MEREDITH, his Heirs and Assigns, forever.

And 1 do hereby bind my Heirs, Executors and Administrators to warrant and forever

defend all and singular the said premises unto the said LUTHER L. MEREDITH, his Heirs and

&S00 25 FLO9AR1IRE 510, 00Me
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Assigns, against me and my Heirs and against every person whomsoever lawfully claiming or
to claim the same or any part thercof.

WITNESS my Hand and Seal this/z£4 day of &

Signed, Sealed and Delivered
In the Presence Of;

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

PROBATE
COUNTY OF SPARTANBURG

PERSONALLY appeared before me, 1{ 4%(4 Z 4% (Q@f{% ;?and made oath
n seal d»a

that (s)he saw the within-named EVELYN E. MEREDITH, sig

deliver the within written Deed and that (s)he M

witnessed the execution thereof.
/(Qéd/nv A e Gt

SWORN lo and before me this ) d
Z_(g@day V1l Gteey , 1996,

% w/ g~

"ARY PUBLIC FOR SOUTH CAROLINA
My Commission Expires: £/~ 2 - J/(/‘)_

t and deed,
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DAVID K. RICE, Attorney at Law

Woodruff S.C. 29388 DEED
Deed Only - No Title Certification

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

COUNTY OF SPARTANBURG )

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that BEATRICE MEREDITH PYLES

in consideration of THREE DOLLARS, LOVE AND AFFECTION THAT IHAVE FOR MY BROTHER, GRANTEE
HEREIN

the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, have granted, bargained, sold and released, and by these presents do
grant,bargain,sell and release unto LUTHER LEON MEREDITH, bhis heirs and assigns forever:

All that lot of land located about five miles West from Reidville, Spartanburg County, S.C., being a portion of Lot
Eight (8) and contains 4.23 acres, more or less, on plat of Estate of Elbert Meredith and being shown to contain 0.995 of
an acre, on plat of survey for Luther Leon Meredith by Joe E. Mitchell, P.L.S., dated July 30, 2010, and being more
particularly described according to said plat as follows: Beginning at an iron pin in an Old Farm Road, and running thence
South 58-43-44 West 150.51 feet to an old iron pipe; thence South 52-25-53 West 74.97 feet to an old iron pin; thence
North 60-53-38 West 149.52 feet to and old iron pipe; thence North 40-37-24 East 278.69 feet to an old iron pipe; thence
South 40-33-00 East 211.13 feet to the point of beginning. For a more particular description, specific reference is hereby
made to the above-mentioned plat to be recorded forthwith.

Being a portion of the property conveyed to Beatrice Meredith Pyles by deed of Columbus McDuffie Meredith, etal.
dated August 25, 1984 and recorded March 13, 1985 in Deed Book 51-C,page 717, RMC Office for Spartanburg County,
S. C.

Tax Map Reference No.: 4-05-00—001.15
ADDRESS OF GRANTEE: Leon Meredith, 2370 Brockman McClimon Road, Greer, SC 29651

together with all and singular the rights, members, hereditaments and appurtenances to said premises belonging or in
anywise incident or appertaining; to have and to hold all and singular the premises before mentioned unto the
grantee(s)(s'), and the grantee's (s') heirs (or successors) and assigns forever. And the grantor(s) do(es) hereby bind the
grantor(s) and the grantor's(s')heirs (or successors),executors and administrators to warrant and forever defend all and
singular said premises unto the grantee(s) and the grantee's(s') heir (or successors) and assigns against the grantor(s) and
the grantor's(s’) heirs (or successors) and against every person whomsoever lawfully clalmmg or to claim the same or any
part thereof, except as to restrictions and easements of record, if any.

WITNESS the grantor's(s') hand(s) and seal(s) this 9’71\’ day of August, 2010,

SIGNED,sealed and delivered in the presence of:

_ N
' =22 f =< ﬁ,@é&&é SEAL
@m , % - # BEATRICE MEREDITH PYLES

DEE-2010-30249

Recorded 2 Pages on 8/9/2010 3:59:40 PM
Recording Fee: $10.00 Documentary Stamps: $0.00
Office of Register of Deeds Spartanburg, S.C.

I

T
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. STATE OF SOUTH. "C-AR'OLINA: ‘

- COUNTY OF SPARTANBURG a ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The foregomg deed was acknowledge before me this 47‘?1-5; of August 2010, by BEATRICE MEREDITH PYLES

__(SEAL).
Notary Pubhc for South Carolma

My Commlssxon expues 10—2—2010
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINAC ') |  LNERQ. 5 “On
im e -T2 2 prbesere RIGHT-OF-WAY TR,

COUNTY OF SPARTANBURG ) EASEMENT CHECK NQ;Lf’ o2

: ¢

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS that the undersigned Granthe(s),
LUTHER LEON MEREDITH, for and in -consideration of the sum of One ($1.00) Dollar
paid by the NEW HORIZON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC,, the receipt of which is
hereby acknowledged, hereby grants to the New Horizon Electric Cooperative, Inc., its
successors and assigns, a perpetual right-of-way, to be located by the New Horizon Electric
Cooperative, Inc., over and across the lands of the Grantor(s) situated in Spartanburg County,
South Carolina, more fully described as follows: -

All that piece, parcel or tract of land, lying and being situate in the
County of Spartanburg, State of South Carolina, containing 0.05 acre, more or
less, consisting of a right-of-way as shown and designated on a plat of survey
made for New Horizon Electric Cooperative, Inc. Abner Creek-Bragg Project,
dated Novemer 7, 1998, by Lindsey & Associates, entitled, "Right-of-Way to be
Acquired From Luther Leon Meredith", attached hereto and incorporated by

reference.

The above described property is a portion of the property conveyed to
Luther Leon Meredith by deed of Charlie Chalmers dated May 16, 1996 and

recorded May 16, 1996 in Deed Book 64-F at Page 231 in the RMC Office for
Spartanburg County.

Tax Map Number: 4-05-00-001.10

Together with the right to erect, construct, reconstruct, maintain, operate, replace and
alter thereon one or more lines, either overhead or underground or both, for the transmission
or distribution of-electric energy, and for communication purposes, consisting of towers, poles,
foundations, anchors, and necessary fixtures and wires attached thereto, and all structures and
appliances necessary or convenient in connection therewith, as well as the right to idstall,

maintain and use anchors and guy wires on lamdmadiaesnt-te the right-of-way herein granted. .

The New Horizon Electric Cooperative, Inc. shall have the right to clear and keep clear
all structures, buildings, wells, mobile homes, swimming pools, septic or storage tanks,
flammable material/fire hazards, trees, brush, wrecked or disabled vehicles, refuse of any type,
as well as such trees ("danger trees") on the Grantor’s property beyond the right-of-way which,
in the dpinion of New Horizon Electric Cooperative, Inc:, are tall enough to fall on an electric

or communication line (or any component of same including guy wires) on the right-of-way .
strip. '

The Grantor(s) agrees that New Horizon Electric Cooperative, Inc. may enter the
Grantor’s lands at any time now or in the future to gain access to the Right-of-Way Strip or
to fell and remove danger trees from said Grantor’s lands. New Horizon Eléctric
Cooperative’s right to enter the Grantor’s lands shall be confined to ‘streets, roads and
driveways whea they exist at the time entry is necessary and when they are adequate for New
Horizon Electric Cooperative’s purposes; but when they do not exist

, or are not adequate, such
right to enteér shall be over the nearest most practicable route or ro :

utes. -

New Horizon Electric Cooperative, Inc. shall repair damage to the Graator’s lands, to
include damage to roads, driveways and fences, caused by New Horizon Electric Cooperative,
Inc.’s exercise of the rights herein eranted and shall camnencars (Traneacle) far 4

Cr
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with the exercise of the rights and/or easement herein granted, or any of them, or which may
create a hazard.

Grantor(s) reserves all other rights to said Right-of-Way Strip not inconsistent with the
rights and easements hereby granted. Such reserved rights shall include, but shall not
necessarily be limited to, the following: (a) the right to cultivate crops, plants, shrubs and fruit
trees that do not grow to a height under the line which would violate minimum clearances
required by the national Electrical Safety Code or other lawful regulation then applicable to
electric conductors; (b) the right to pave, improve and use the Right-of-Way Strip for
temporary automobile parking, provided grantor installs adequate protective barriers for New
Horizon Electric Cooperative, Inc.’s structures; (c) the right to use the Right-of-Way Strip for
recreation, provided no structures are erected; (d) the right to retain existing roads, drives,
sewer, water and other utility lines on the right-of-Way Strip at their existing locations as of
the date of this instrument; (€) the right to construct and maintain new streets, roads, water,
sewer and utility lines crossing said Right-of-Way Strip, provided such facilities conform to the
following requirements: (i) such facilities cross the Right-of-Way Strip at an angle of not less
than 30 degrees; (ii) no portion of such facilities are located within 20 feet of the New Horizon
Electric Cooperative's supporting structures; and (iif) such facilities are constructed in strict
compliance with all clearance requirements of the National Electric Safety Code or other
lawful regulation then applicable to electric conductors; () the right to maintain existing fences
and the right to build new fences on said Right-of-Way Strip, provided they are located at least
20 feet from New Horizon Electric Cooperative’s structures; and (g) the right to excavate,
grade and fill, provided such is in accordance with good engineering practice, does not
endanger New Horizon Electric Cooperative’s structures and their foundations, does not
impair New Horizon Electric Cooperative’s access, and meets all clearance requirements of the
National Electric Safety Code or other lawful regulation then applicable to electric conductors.

The Graator(s) agrees that all structures and facilities placed on said right-of-way by the
New Horizon Electric Cooperative, Inc. shall remain the property of the New Horizon
Electric Cooperative, Inc. at its option.

Without additional payment, the New Horizon Electric Cooperative, Inc. shall have
the right to reject and abandon this Agreement without entering in on said lands for the
purposes of construction.

he New Hogzon Electric Coopeyative, Inc. will pay to the Grantor(s) the sum of

51 %Am.ﬂz [l //j-ij Dollars

$__ 1t 520 ) within 30 Do q from the date of this Agreement in full
payment for the rights granted herein. 4 7

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, all and singular, the rights, privileges and easements
aforesaid unto the said New Horizon Electric Cooperative, Inc., its successors and assigns,
forever.

And the Grantor(s) agree(s) to warrant and forever defend the above granted rights
against himself or his heirs and against any other person lawfully claiming or to claim the same
or any part thereof. The word "Grantor(s)" shall include Grantors’ heirs, executors,
administrators, successors and assigns as the case may be. A

$
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Grantor(s) has duly executed this Agreement the 2\

day of (3-—\5 , 1994,

WITINESS:

\[ /?U'J{W g&ﬁz\ Z/// //Jn z./A’M M/ﬂm-/.)z_.//cn,n\
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
- ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
COUNTY OF SPARTANBURG )

L LT G\a o . _
_ L Yol \ -(OWeFnC o a Notary Public in and for the State of South Carolina, do
‘hereby certify that LUTHER LEON MEREDITH personally appeared before me this day and
- acknowledged the due’ execution of the foregoing instrument.

WITNESS my hand and seal this 1Y day of  )v ¥ , 1994 .

\\' 1‘\\ }3@\ (SEAL)

Notary Public for Stdth Carolina

My commussion expires:

- 6 -200%
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) :
) AFFIDAVIT
COUNTY OF SPARTANBURG )

PERSONALLY appeared before me the undersigned, who being duly sworn, deposes and says:
1. | have read the information on this affidavit and | understand such information.
2. The property being transferred is located at 2370 Brockman McClimon Road, Greer, SC, bearing

Spartanburg County Tax Map Number 4-05-00-001.10, was transferred by Luther Leon Maredith to
NEW HORIZON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. on _J§ gg 21, 1999

3. Check one of the following: The deed is

{a) _x 'subject to the deed recording fee as a transfer for consideration paid or to be
paid in money or money’s worth

(b subject to the deed recording fee as a transfer between a corporation, a
partnership, or other entity and a stockholder, partner, or owner of the entity,
or is a transfer to a trust or as a distribution to a trust beneficiary

{c) ~ exempt from the deed recording fee because (See information section of
. Affidavit):
* (If exempt, please skip items 4-7, and to item '8 of this affidavit).

4. Check one of the following if either itam 3(a) or item 3(b} above has been checked {See
Information section of this Affidavit}:

(a} _x The fes is computed on the consnderatlon pald or to be paid in money or
money’'s worth in the amount of $ 4

{b) The fee is computed on the fair market value of the realty which is

{c) The fee is computed on the fair market value of the realty as established for

property tax purposes which is

6.  Check YES or NO _X to the following: A fien or enc_umbranca-existad on the land,
tenement, or reaity before the transfer and remained on the land, tenement, or reaity after the transfer.
Af "YES”, the amount of the outstandmg balance of this lien or encumbranca is:

6. The deed recordmg fea is computed as follows:
{a) Place the amount listed in item 4 above here: § 7,522

{b) Place the amount listed in item 5 above here: 0.00
(If no amount is listed, place zero here)

{c) Sub;rac’t_Lihe 6(b} from Line 6{a) and place

“result here: S_/;ED_U__
7. The deed recording fee Sdue is based on“the amount listed on Line 6(c) above and the deed

recording fee due i is: $
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9 1 understand that a ‘person requrred to furnish this affldawt who wrlfully furmshes a false or IR

- "fraudulent affidavit is guilty of a misdemeanor and,upon convrctlon, must be’ frned not ‘more than one :
thousand doIIars or |mpnsoned not more than one year, or. both

L WORN t’gmifore me thls 'l_\
S dav of 199 4 LUTHER LEON MEREDITH
R ' an or’ Type Name Here

;' NOtamlC forsduth Carollna RV T PR -

My commrssron exprres

“—d] 'wo‘( ", L'f:i’

Except as provrded ln mm plruquph the torm “value” maans ‘\ho consideration’ pmd orta ba pald in monuy or monay's worth for the nuhy *
Consideration ‘paid or to be paid in money's worth Includes, butis.not limited to, other realty, personal property, stocks, bonds, partnarship interest

“and other intangible property, the forgiy or cancellstion of a dobt the assumption of s debt, and the suirendering of any right, The fair market .
‘value of the connderlbon must bs used i m iculating the consideration peid in money’s worth. Taxpsyers may elsct to uss the fair market valus
of the realty baing transterred in d ing falr market valué of the consideration. In the case of roalty terred b 1 8 corp ion, @ :

plrtnauhip or 6ther entity and a stockholder, partner, or owner of the entity, and in the cass of realty transferred to a trust or as & distribution
-to.a trust. beneﬁclurv. “valus™ meana the reaity’s fair market valua, A deduction from value is allowed for the amount of any lien of ancumbrance-

. 8xisting on the land, tenamant, or reaity bafors the transfer and remaining on the land, tenement. or realty lﬂOl‘ the transfer. Taxpayers may stact
to ues the fair mlrket valus lor pmperty tax purponl in detsrmmlnq tair market vulua under the pmvwion- of thn Inw .

Exomptad from the foo.are deeds: .

[ ) . tmnlhning nnlty in whrch the valus of the nulty, n dof’med in Codo Sochon 12 24-30 is cqual to or lass ﬂun one hundmd dollars;
) .‘,(i) M. lramrfemnq malty o the hdarel govemment ortoa :tlm ita cgenclel lnd dsponmonll. and nl polhrcll wbderonl. includlng school
© .. districts; X . . R '
- f(ai T !hlt are oihorvvlu lxamptod undor the IIWI and Conﬂm.rﬂon of this sm- orof the Unmrd Stnet N
0] trandurrinq reslty In whichno cmn arlags is recogni “b'v son of § : 1041 of the |maml| Revenue Code as doﬁn-d ln Saction
1z-s4o(A). R . e . . :
I -A9) trnnﬂomnq realty in ordarto partition realty st long n no consldar-tlon is purd for tho transfor other than the interests i m !he rulty thlt .
- 8re bernq exchnnqed in order to parﬂtlon tho roslty; . ; R
. ’ g '(6} . trunefernng ‘an indwldual gravu space at a cemotery owned by s cemetery compnny licanled undar Chlptar 65 of Title 39;
Bv)) '"‘\hatconnmnnlcantnctforthoulaofﬁmbertobccut o : ‘_' T e . o
R e t - . )
{8 " transferfing realty to a corporation, 4 partnership, or & trust In order ta becaria, ar as, & mcklwlder, partner, or trust beneficiary ofthe - .
enmy provided no ideration is psid for the transfer other than sock in the corporltlon, interait in the partnership, benohclary interast in the

trust or the incruu in value in such stock or interest held by the grantor. Howover, the transfer of realty trom s corporation, & plrtnerlhxp, or
: - trust to a Itockholder. plnner, or trun boneﬁcmry of 1ho amlty is wbpct to tha fae evan i the mllfv is mm'farmd to anothar corporlhon,
N plmar:hrp. or truet - . e . - .

(9) . ’ tran:femnq muhv frum s famlly plrmenhrp tos partnar crfrom . flmlly trun toa bcnef‘ cllry. prvv‘ldod no conmdanﬁon is pmd 1ortha

. Aransfor other than a reduction In the grantes’s interest in the partnarship or u'\m “A "flimly partnership™ is' a partnership who-a partners aro alf

members of the same famity. A "Family trust” is & trust, in which the beneficiarias are ail members of the sams family. The baneficieries of.a tamily L ; .

" trust may also mcludc charitable sntmes 'Flmrl‘y' means the grantor and grantor's spouta, parents, Grundplmnts, sisters, bmthan chitdren, L . o
g mpchddnn, grandchild and ths sp and linesl descendants ot any ths lbova « A "charitable entity” means an enutv whlch mly receive, |,

doducubla nonmbuﬂonl under Socuon 1 70 of the Intamnl Ravenue Code at dof ned n Snchon 12-6-40(A)

(10) , tnndemna relhy ina m-mtorv merner or conlohdmn frnm a conlmuem corponuon to tha conhnumq or naw corpornhon.
’ . (1 _1)‘ trln-femng nalty ina morger or coneolidltron from 8 conlmuont pannenhip 10 thc condnumq cr new. parlnerthlp, And
(1 2) that :on:mute . deod or l itclai doed uﬂd to: canﬁrm uﬂa alrudy veetad in lho ar-nloe, pro\ndad thnt nn conmdemuon ) 4

‘of lny ktnd is puld oris tu be pnd underAtho con-ocuvs or- quhchrrn deed.
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Recording Fee: $10.00 Documentary Stamps: $0.00
Gffice of Register of Deeds, Spartanburg, S.C.
Stephen Ford, Register - -~ -

NO TITLE EXAMINATION : AR LA

PREPARED BY: W. ALLEN REESE AND WM. DALE MCKINNEY, Attorneys at Law .
304 North Mfain Str_ee!. Greer, SC 2_9650

GRANTEE'S ADDRESS:
RDJ— 2370 Brockman-McClimon Road
Greer, SC 29651

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
")  WARRANTY DEED
COUNTY OF SPARTANBURG )

KNOW ALL MEN by these presents, that LILLION OREE MEREDITH VERNON, in
consideration of the sum of One Dollar ($1.00), Love and Affection and No Other
Consideration , the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, has granted, bargained, sold,
and released, and by these presents does grant, bargain, sell and release unto LUTHER
LEON MEREDITH , His Heirs and Assigns Forever;

All that lot of land located about five miles, West from Reidville, County of
Spartanburg, State of South Carolina, as shown as LOT NO TEN (10) containing 4.23
‘acres, more or less, on a plat of Estate of Elbert Meredith dated June 4,. 1984 prepared
by Kermit T. Gould, S.C. Registered Surveyor No, 4035, and which Lot NO. Ten (10)
hereby conveyed is bounded as follows: on the North by Lot NIne, on the East by farm
road, on the South by Lot 11 and on the West by Lot One, all as shown on said plat
recorded July 24, 1984 in Spartanburg County Plat Book 92 at Page 93.- Reference to
said plat is hereby made for a more complete property description.

This is the identical property conveyed to the Grantor by deed of Columbus McDuffie
Meredith, Beatrice Meredith Pyles, et al recorded March 13, 1985 in Spartanburg County Deed
Book 51C at Page 673.

This conveyance is subject to all restrictions, easements, rights-of-way, roadways and
zoning ordinances of record affecting the above described property and to such matters

as would appear from a current resurvey of the property.

TAX MAP REFERENCE: 4 05-00 001.11



. ~to sard premises belonglng or in-any.wise rncrdent or. appertalnrng, to.have and to hold. alI and L
- jsrngular the premises before mentloned ‘unto the Grantee ‘and the Grantee s heirs or .

. .successors and asmgns forever.. ‘And,-the Grantor does’ hereby bind the Grantor and the o

. Grantor's heirs or successors, executors and -administrators to warrant and forever defend all o

.. and ‘singular ‘said premises unto the Grantee and the Grantee's heirs.or successors and o

e agalnst every person whomsoever Iawfully clalmmg or to.claim the same or. any part thereof L

s / St
WITNESS the Grantors hand and seal thls T day Of May, 2003

) j"Slgned sealed and dellvered
',j,f‘m the presence of:

- ' 'SEAL) T
L|LL|ON OREE MEREDlTH VERNON

(SEAL)

'.""‘STATE or= soum CAROLINA S Y
o :-;) PROBATE' - -
: -‘f}COUNTY or= SPARTANBURG o T

s : PERSONALLY appeared before me the undersrgned wdness and made oath

~that (s)he saw the within hamed Lillion Oree. Meredith Vernon sign, seal and as her act and
.deed, deliver the within written Deed; and that the undersrgned wutness wrth the other
fwrtness subscnbed above W|tnessed the’ executron hereof ‘

Wrtness _

‘_Sworn to before me, thrs
‘7"__ day of May, 2003

‘_

HAux c( a: 5 CQéw«.«. (SEAL)

Notéry Public for South Carolina - o
My Comm:ssron Explres ) 3 - Z/u,aj iy

Together wrth aII and srngular the nghts members heredrtaments and appurtenances R



LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT
OF
LUTHER LEON MEREDITH

I, LUTHER LEON MEREDITH of Spartanburg County, State of South
Carolina, being of sound and disposing mind and memory, do hereby make, publish
and declarer this to be my LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT, hereby revoking any
and all former Wills and Codicils heretofore made by me.

I direct my Personal Representative or Substitute Personal Representative,
TONJI LAVONNE MEREDITH AND EVELYN EVANS MEREDITH named, to pay
all of my just debt including the expenses of my last illness and funeral expenses, as
soon after my death as practicable.

I hereby will, devise and bequeath unto my beloved Children, BARRY
GLENN, TAMMY GLENN, and SCOTTIE GLENN, absolutely nothing under this
my Last Will and Testament.

I hereby will, devise and bequeath all of my real and personal property of
every kind and description, wheresoever situate and whether acquired before or
after the execution of this Will to TONJI LAVONNE MEREDITH, her HEIRS AND
ASSIGNS FOREVER, to my youngest daughter be hers in fee simple my real at
2370 Brockman McClimon Rd. Greer, Spartanburg County, South Carolina 29651,
2212 Brockman McClimon Rd. Greer, Spartanburg County, South Carolina 29651,
and my rental property at 18 Lindsay Ave Greenville, Greenville County, South
Carolina 29607. Tonji is to share and share alike to SONJI LASHONNE
MEREDITH, FREDERICK LAMOUNT MEREDITH, and MARCUS LEON
MEREDITH.

I hereby nominate, constitute and appoint as Personal Representative of this
my Last Will and Testament, TONJI LAVONNE MEREDITH, and the direct as she
shall serve without bond. If for any reason she is unable or unw111mg to serve, I
then nominate, const1tute and appoint as Subst1tute Personal Representatwe
EVELYN EVANS MEREDITH,; the mother of my four children that we union
together and direct that she, shall serve without bond.



I hereby give my Personal Representative or Substitute Personal

- Representative, full power and authority in all matters and questions, including,
‘but not limited to, complete power to sell at public or private sale, for cash or credit,
with or with security, and no mortgage, real and personal, as such times and upon

- such terms’and conditions as said Personal Representative or Substitute Personal
Representative may deem necessary, and to exercise all such powers without
obtaining approval of any Court.

If any beneficiary and I should die under such circumstances as would render --
it doubtful Whether'the beneficiary or I died first, then it shall be conclusively
presumed for the purpose of this my LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT, that said

beneficiary predeceased me.
i

I, LUTHER LEON MEREDITH, the Testator, sign my name to this
instrument, this 7*h day of May, 20083, and being first duly sworn, do hereby
declare to the undersigned authority, that I sign and execute this instrument as my
LAST WILL and I sign it willingly, that T execute it as my free and voluntary act for
the purposes therein expressed, and that I am eighteen years of age or older, of
sound mind, and under no constraint or under influence.

LUTHER LEON MEREDITH .
SIGNATURE: - '
J | y
LUTHER LEON MEREDITH

WITNESS: # 1

WITNESS: #72

(INEZEVANS Q
SIGNATURE: QQ’Y’K}J Y LA

N R



Chenstiee Coauty Olork of Gsunt Office

Post OFFICE DRAWER 2289
125 E. FLoYD Baker BLvD
GAFFNEY, SC 29342
PHonE: (864) 487-2571
Fax: (864)487-2754

BrRANDY W, McCBEs
CLerk oF COURT

November 25, 2019

To Whom It May Concern:

Please be advised that the notary records have been searched from 1969 to current and we

do not see that a notary signature in the name of Debra Osborne or Debra McCartney has ever
been registered.

Please contact my office should you need further information.

Sincerely,
< -

ndn g@m/@% |

Brandy W. McBee
Clerk of Court

Y




State of South Caraling
Office of the Secretary of State
Che Honarable Mk Hanmond

803-734-2170
WWYY.S08.5C.0v

1206 PENDLETON STREET, SUTE 525
COLUMBIA, SC 29201

February 25,2019

VIA HAND DELIVERY
Tonji L. Meredith

Dear Ms. Meredith:
Alter a review of our records, we cannot verify that there was a commissioned notary public by

the name of Debra H. McCartney or Delisa H. McCartney with term expiring 9/27/1999,

Sincerely, .

Meredith Augustine \

Deputy General Counsel
Office of the Secretary of State

Sworn and Subscribed before me \\\\\‘\ p DAN, /”//,/
g § el mssion Ao
N I A SIS N 2
On this JS _‘Valdy of Folyrulbru. 2019 I Aa0TARLE:L 2
U ZE 2 ‘oo B =
<" ERI PuBL\C igs
) e, D’Mmmé He Z ., A3F
Notary Public for South Carolina Z, o,;'--’.‘f’.‘?:?.‘@.'-l?c';g%o\\\\‘
\ .. N, ; . %, S S
Commission Expires: =4~ 2629 /”///,,ﬁhjlr\:\\\\ W
" Corporations Uce Charities Boards & Commiissions Notaries Trademarks

803-734-2158 803-734-2175 803-734-1790 803-734-2512 803-734-2512 803-734-0629
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STATEMENT OF THE CASE

Luther Leon Meredith (“the decedent”) passed away in Spartanburg County on July
14,2017. The decedent was the father of the parties. On July 20, 2017, the document ultimately
admitted to probate as the Last Will and Testament of the decedent dated October 3, 1996 (“the
Will”) was delivered to the Probate Court for Spartanburg County (“the Probate Court”). On
September 11, 2017, the Respondent Tammy Glenn, who was named in the Will as Personal
Representative, applied to the court to be so appointed (ROA at ).

On June 8, 2018, the Appellant petitioned the Probate Court contesting the Will
(ROA at ). The Petition came before the Honorable David F. Anderson, Associate
Probate Judge for trial on August 26, 2019. The Appellant was represented by Spartanburg
Attorney Michael Brown, and the Respondents were represented by the late Attorney Albert Smith,
also of Spartanburg, whose office had apparently prepared the Will. The trial resulted in two
Orders issued on September 16, 2019 (ROA at ) and November 7, 2019 (ROA at
) ).

The September 16 Order dealt with the claim of the Appellant that the Will was
invalid because the individual who notarized it was not actually a notary public for South Carolina.
Attached to this Order is information obtained by the court suggesting the legitimacy of the notary,
and the court notes that lack of proper notary credentials does not affect ti.e validity of the Will.
The court left the record open for additional evidence in this regard, but none was received.

The November 7 Order recites that the Appellant claimed that there was an earlier
‘Will,_ but produced no proof of its existence. She claimed that this Will, together with several life
insurance policies, were in a box at the house which was missing. The Appellant claimed that,

several days after the decedcnt’s passing, she noticed that someone had entered her father’s home



and had taken items. She filed a police report, but the report did not mention the box that contained
the Will (ROA ). Judge Anderson concluded that no reason existéd to set aside the Wi 1,
and admitted it to probate.
The Appellant filed her Notice of Appeal to the Circuit Court on November 217,
2019. On February 27, 2020, the appeal was tried by the Honorable J. Derham Cole, resulting in
his Order dated May 13, 2020 (ROA at ). That Order dismissed the appeal on
jurisdictional grounds, the court finding that the Appellant had not complied with the procedural
requirements of S.C. Code Ann. Section 62-1-308. On May 26, 2020, the A_ppellant filed a Motion
to Reconsider pursuant to Rule 59(e) of the South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure (ROA at
). By Order of Judge Cole filed August 27, 2021, this Motion was denied because it was
not timely. Judge Cole also reviewed the record and concluded that there was no basis to alter its
previous decision (ROA at ). This appeal followed by Notice of Appeal of the Appellant

dated September 23, 2021.



STANDARD OF REVIEW

“In reviewing a judgment of the Probate Court, the Supreme Court is govemed by

the principal that the factual findings of a Probate Judge will not be set aside on appeal unless

clearly or manifestly erroneous.” Q’Neill’s Estate v. Tuomey Hospital, 254 S.C. 578, 176 S.E.2d
527 (1970). The Appellate Court “must construe the evidence presented to the trial court so as to

support its decision whenever reasonably possible.” Jordan v. Judy, 413 S.C. 341, 776 S.E.2d 96

(Ct. of App. 2015). The court “must look at the evidence in the light most favorable to the

Respondents and eliminate from consideration all evidence to the contrary.” Id.



ARGUMENT

I. THE CIRCUIT COURT WAS CORRECT IN DISMISSING
THE APPEAL OF THE DECISION OF THE PROBATE
COURT BECAUSE THE APPELLANT FAILED TO COMPLY
‘'WITH S. C. CODE SECTION 62-1-308 AND RULE 59(E),
SCRCP.

As Judge Cole pointed out in his Order filed May 13, 2020, the South Carolina

Probate Code requires the Circuit Court hearing an appeal from the Probate Court to “apply

the same rules of law as an appellate court would apply on appeal.” Matter of Howard, 315
S.C. 356, 434 S.E.2d 254 (1993). Judge Cole further noted that “the failure to comply with
procedural requirements for an appeal divests a court of appellate jurisdiction.” I Re Estate
of Cretzmeyer, 365 S.C. 12 615 S.E.2d 116 (2005). A review of the filings in the appeal from
Probate Court reveals that the Appellant failed to comply with all of the requirements of S.C.
Code Ann. Section 62-1-308 regarding appeals from Probate Court except for the filing of the
Notice of Appeal itself.

Accordingly, at the Circuit Court level, the Respondents were not apprised of
the grounds for appeal and thus had no ability to respond. Asa result, the law is clear that the
Circuit Court had no jurisdiction to entertain the appeal, and properly dismissed it.

Judge Cole also had no choice but to deny Appellant’s attempted motion
pursuant to Rule 59(¢) of the SCRCP. This rule clearly sfates that the motion must be filed
within ten days of written notice of entry of the Order. Counsel of record for the Appellant
received electronic notice of the court’s Order on May 13, 2020, and the Rule 59(e) motion
was filed on May 26, 2020. As the motion was not filed withir ten days, the Circuit Court .

had no jurisdibtion to reverse its Order. This court should note that the Appellant does not



challenge, in her Statement of Issues on Appeal, the finding of the Circuit Court that its
jurisdiction was denied by the failure of the Appellant to timely file the Rule 59(e) motion.
II. ALTHOUGH NOT REQUIRED TO DO SO, THE CIRCUIT

COURT CORRECTLY CONCLUDED THAT NO BASIS

EXISTED TO REVERSE THE DECISION OF THE

PROBATE COURT.

The primary basis for this appeal appears to be the refusal of the Probate Court
to accept another Last Will and Testament of the decedent. It should go without saying that
the Probate Court cannot be expected to rule on the validity of a Last Will and Testament that
is not presented to the court.to review. The Appellant testified that this Will was located in a
box at her father’s house, together with several life insurance policies (ROA at ). The
Appellant also testified that she moved into her father’s home during his last illness, and
presumably remains there almost six years later. The box supposedly containing “the later
dated last will and testament” was allegedly stolen, but when she reported the burglary to the
police, she failed to mention the existence of the box or its alleged contents (ROA at
N

In response to the Appellant’s other issues, the Respondents are simply
unaware of what the Appellant is referring to when she states that the “deed search ordered
by the Probate Judge David Anderson was never rendered.” Neither of the Orders issued by
Judge Anderson refers to a “deed search”. Respondents assume that the Appellant is referring
to her attack on the notarization of the Will. It should be noted that the Will was prepared and
witnessed by Respondents’ trial counsel, the late attorney Albert V. Smith. He advised the

court that the notary was a long-time employee of his, and Judge Anderson made a substantial

effort to satisfy the Appellant that the Will was, in fact, notarized by a valid South Carolina



notary public. Documentation is attached to and made a part of Judge Anderson’s September
16, 2019 Order (ROA at ).

It should also be noted, however, that even if the cx'edenFials of the notary
failed, rendering the Will not self-proving pursuant to S.C. Code Section 62-2-503, the Will
should still have been admitted to probate as complying with the requirements of Section 62-
2-502. The Appellant does not challenge the validity of the signatures of the two witnesses,
which renders the Will valid even if it is not self-proving. There is simply no basis in the
record to support a conclusion that the Will is not the genuine Last Will and Testament of the

decedent.



CONCLUSION

The Appellant in this matter has failed to comply with the lfequiremenls of the
law regarding appeals from the Probate Court to the Circuit Court, and from the Circuit Court
to this court. As such, the Circuit Court cotrectly ruled that it had no jurisdiction to consider
the claims by the Appellant that the Probate Com erred in admitting the Last Will and
Testament of the decedent to probate. Nevertheless, the Circuit Court gave due consideration
to all substantive claims by the Appellant that the Probate Court erred in its denial of her claims.
The Respondents are entitled to title, use and posséssion of the property willed to them by the
estate of the decedent, to which they have been denied since the death of their father in J uly of

2017. The Respondents respectfully request that this appeal be dismissed.

Respectfully submitted,

s/Gary L. Compton

GARY L. COMPTON SC BAR NO. 1351
Attomey for Respondents

296 S. Daniel Morgan Avenue

Spartanburg, South Carolina 29306

Phone: (864) 583-5186
gary(@garylcompton.com




FORM 14
DESIGNATION OF MATTER TO BE
INCLUDED IN THE RECORD ON APPEAL

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals
[In The Supreme Court]

APPEAL FROM SPARTANBURG COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas

Honorable J. DERHAM COLE, Circuit Court Judge

TRAIL COURT CASE No. 2019-CP-42-04222
APPELLATE CASE NO. 2021-001076

Tonji L. Meredith -
2370 Brockman McClimon Rd.
Greer, South Carolina 29651

APPELLANT,
V.
Tammy Lee Glenn & Scottie S. Glenn
216 Shell Drive
Woodruff, South Carolina 29388 RESPONDENT.

DESIGNATION OF MATTER TO BE
INCLUDED IN THE RECORD ON APPEAL

Appellant proposes the following be included in the Record on Appeal:

Letter from Cherokee County Clerk of Court Office

Letter from State of South Carolina Office of the Secretary of State
LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF LUTHER LEON MEREDITH
DATED MAY 7" 2003

Lo DN —



4, CPM FEDERAL CREDIT UNION BANK STATEMENT Of LUTHER

LEON MEREDITH

S. Spartanburg County Property Tax Notice 2014 LUTHER LEON
MEREDITH

6. Transcript of Records 2019-CP-42-00891

7. STATEMENT OF ISSUES / COMPLAINTS

8. DEEDS OF LUTHER LEON MEREDITH ESTATE

I certify that this designation contains no matter which is irrelevant to this appeal.

January 21, 2023

TONIJI L. MEREDITH :
2370 BROCKMAN MCCLIMON RD.
GREER, SOUTH CAROLINA 29651
(864) 894-9160 or (864)315-8482
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ‘
In the Court of Appeals ol Gourt of Appeals
APPEAL FROM SPARTANBURG COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas
The Honorable J. Derham Cole
Appellate Case No. 2021-001076
Trial Court Case No. 2019CP4204222
Tonji Meredith....... U PURT Appellant,
2
Tammy Lee Glenn and Scotti Glenn............oeeeeeeeereneeeeeeoeeeeen, Respondents.

DESIGNATION OF MATTER TO BE
INCLUDED IN THE RECORD ON APPEAL

The Respondents propose the following to be included in the Record on Appeal:

Last Will and Testament of Luther Leon Meredith filed July 20, 2017;
Petition filed June 8, 2018;

Order of the Probate Court filed September 16, 2019;

Order of the Probate Court filed November 7, 2019;

Appellant’s Notice of Intent to Appeal to Circuit Court filed November
27,2019;

Form 4, Judgment in a Case on Appeal by Judge J. Derham Cole

filed May 13, 2020;

7. Motion to Reconsider of the Appellant filed May 26, 2020; and

Form 4, Judgment in a Case on Appeal by Judge J. Derham Cole

filed August 27, 2021.
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I certify that this designation contains no matter which is irrelevant to this appeal.‘

s/Gary L. Compton

GARY L. COMPTON SC BAR NO. 1351
Attorney for Respondents

296 S. Daniel Morgan Avenue

Spartanburg, South Carolina 29306

Phone: (864) 583-5186

gary(@garylcompton.com






