THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the Supreme Court

Oct 302023
$.G. SUPREME COURT

APPEAL FROM BEAUFORT COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas
Bentley Price, Circuit Court Judge

Appellate Case No.
2021-000837

InRe: IN THE MATTER OF: Estate of Paul Brandon Barringer 11

HamMPLON B. LUZAK .......coeiiiiieciecicce ettt e e esnaesne e e Appellant
VS.

Merrill B. Light, Merrill U. Barringer as Personal Representative of the Estate of Paul Brandon

Barringer Il, Merrill B. Light as trustee of the Paul B. Barringer 1l Revocable Trust dated
December 4, 1998, and Merrill B. Light as Trustee of the Merrill Barringer Light Revocable Trust

....................................................................................................................................... Respondents
--and--
Coastal Forest Resources Company (“CFRC”) .....cccoiviiiiiiiniieie e Intervenor/Respondent
--and--
HamPLon B. LUZAK ........c.oiiiiiii bbb Appellant
VS.
T T IO = =V [ 1= USSR Respondent

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO FILE RETURN TO, AND FOR EXPEDITED RESOLUTION
OF, APPELLANT’SPETITION FOR REHEARING

Respondents Merrill B. Light, Merrill U. Barringer as Personal Representative of the Estate

of Paul Brandon Barringer Il, Merrill B. Light as Trustee of the Paul B. Barringer 1l Revocable



Trust dated December 4, 1998, Merrill B. Light as Trustee of the Merrill Barringer Light
Revocable Trust, and Intervenor/Respondent Coastal Forest Resources Company (collectively
“Respondents”), request leave to file the Return attached hereto as Exhibit A to the Petition for
Rehearing filed on October 23, 2023 (the “Petition”), by Appellant Hampton Luzak (“Luzak”).
Respondents also request expedited resolution of the Petition.

Respondents request that the Court promptly deny the Petition to clarify the issues for the
oral argument scheduled for November 14, 2023. Specifically, Respondents request that the Court
confirm (again) that the oral argument in this appeal will not address the merits of the Bifurcation
Order because the Bifurcation Order is not immediately appealable. On October 18, 2023, the
Court issued its Clarification Order, which provided much needed clarity regarding the issues for
the upcoming oral argument in these consolidated appeals. The Court explained that “argument
will go forward only on issues on appeal numbered 1, 2, and 3 in what was originally Case No.
2021-000837.” Luzak’s Petition, in which she argues that the Bifurcation Order remains on appeal
despite this Court’s repeated rulings to the contrary, creates uncertainty regarding the issues for
oral argument, which is two weeks away. For the reasons set forth in their proposed Return,
Respondents request that the Court summarily deny the Petition and confirm that the argument

will address only issues 1, 2, and 3 in Case No. 2021-000837.

[SIGNATURES ON FOLLOWING PAGES]



NELSON MULLINS RILEY & SCARBOROUGH LLP

/sl MERRITT G. ABNEY

C. Mitchell Brown, Esq.

SC Bar No. 012872

E-Mail: mitch.brown@nelsonmullins.com

1320 Main Street, 17 Floor

Post Office Box 11070 (29211-1070)
Columbia, SC 29201

(803) 799-2000

Robert H. Brunson, Esq.

SC Bar No. 11987

E-Mail: robert.brunson@nelsonmullins.com
Merritt G. Abney, Esq.

SC Bar No. 071893

E-Mail: merritt.abney@nelsonmullins.com
151 Meeting Street / Sixth Floor

Post Office Box 1806 (29402-1806)
Columbia, SC 29201

(843) 853-5200

Attorneys for Defendant/Respondent Merrill Light

Alice F. Paylor, Esqg.

Bijan K. Ghom, Esq.

Saxton & Stump, LLC

151 Meeting Street, Suite 350

Charleston, SC 29401

(843) 414-5080

bkg@saxtonstump.com

Attorneys for Respondents, Merrill B. Light, J.
Randolph Light, Jr., Merrill B. Light as Putative
Trustee of the Paul B. Barringer, 11 Revocable Trust
dated December 4, 1998, and Merrill B. Light as
Trustee of the Merrill Barringer Light Revocable Trust

Charles B. Molster, 11, Esq.

The Law Offices of Charles B. Molster, 111 PLLC

2141 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W., Suite M

Washington, D.C. 20007

(202) 787-1312

cmolster@molsterlaw.com

Attorney admitted pro hac vice for Respondents, Merrill
B. Light, J. Randolph Light, Jr., Merrill B. Light as
Putative Trustee of the Paul B. Barringer, 11 Revocable



Charleston, South Carolina
October 30, 2023

Trust dated December 4, 1998, and Merrill B. Light as
Trustee of the Merrill Barringer Light Revocable Trust

J. Ashley Twombley, Esq.

TWENGE + TWOMBLEY LAW FIRM

311 Carteret Street

Beaufort, SC 29902

(843) 982-0100

twombley@twlawfirm.com

Attorney for Respondent Merrill U. Barringer,
individually and Respondent Merrill U.

Barringer, as Personal Representative of the Estate of
Paul Brandon Barringer, Il

Lee Anne Walters, Esq.

Walters Law Firm

PO Box 1214

Beaufort, SC 29902

leeanne@walterslawsc.com

Attorney for Respondent Merrill U. Barringer, Estate
of Paul Brandon Barringer |1

Kevin C. Johnson, Esq.

Johnson & Johnson Attorneys at Law, LLC

112 Haygood Avenue, Ste. A

Lexington, SC 29072
kjohnson@johnsonlawyers.com

Attorney for Merrill U. Barringer, Estate of Paul
Brandon Barringer 11

Harley D. Ruff, Esq.

hruff@ruffllc.com

Denise Collins, Esq.

dcollins@ruffllc.com;

RUFF & RUFF, LLC

17 Professional Village Circle

Beaufort, SC 29907

Attorneys for Respondent Merrill U. Barringer, as
Personal Representative of the Estate of

Paul Barringer, Il



OTHER COUNSEL OF RECORD:

Desa Ballard

BALLARD & WATSON

226 State Street

West Columbia, South Carolina 29169

(803) 796-9299

desab@deasballard.com

Attorneys for Appellant Hampton B. Luzak

James R. Gilreath (S.C. Bar #02133)

William M. Hogan (S.C. Bar #65272)

THE GILREATH LAW FIRM, P.A.

110 Lavinia Avenue (zip 29601)

P.O. Box 2147

Greenville, SC 29602

(864) 242-4727

jim@gilreathlaw.com
bhogan@agilreathlaw.com

Attorneys for Appellant Hampton B. Luzak

S. Alan Medlin (S.C. Bar No. 3924)
University of South Carolina School of Law
1713 Phelps Street

Columbia, SC 29205

(803) 777-7465

amedlin@sc.rr.com

Attorney for Appellant Hampton B. Luzak

Charles B. Macloskie (S.C. Bar No. 3514)
Macloskie Law Firm

P.O. Box 280

1506 Prince Street

Beaufort, SC 29901

(843) 524-0909
macloskielawfirm@hargray.com

Attorney for Appellant Hampton B. Luzak

Thomas W. Traxler (S.C. Bar No. 5624)

CARTER, SMITH, MERRIAM, ROGERS & TRAXLER, P.A.
P.O. Box 10828

Greenville, SC 29603

(864) 242-3566

tom.traxler@carterlawpa.com

Attorney for Appellant Hampton B. Luzak





