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Guilty plea -- page 4.
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MR. BARNETTE: May 1t please the Court, Your Honor.

This is the case of the State vs. Derrick Burnside.

Your Honor, he's pleading guilty to two counts on
Indictment 18-GS-42-4777.

Your Honor, the first count is murder. The second
count is possession of a weapon during a violent crime.

Your Honor, these are straight-up pleas on this, Your
Honor. Both have been true billed by the grand jury.

He 1s represented by Ryan Beasley and Annemarie Odom
on these cases.

Your Honor, I do have five exhibits that I'11 be
moving into evidence as part of the facts of the case at
the appropriate time.

Your Honor, I do have the victim's family members that
would Tike to speak also at the appropriate time.

May I approach the bench, Your Honor?

THE COURT: Sure.

You are Derrick Burnside.

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Mr. Beasley 1is your Tlawyer.

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: I have before me Indictment 2018-04777.
That indictment charges you with the crimes of -- count one
charges you with murder; count two charges you with

possession of a firearm during the commission of that
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violent crime.

The state alleges that on or about July the 22nd of
2018 you did with malice aforethought kill Latonya Richards
by shooting her with a firearm and that she died as a
proximate result of that gunshot wound.

In count two they allege that you did visibly display
a firearm during the commission of that violent crime, the
violent crime being murder.

If you are convicted or if I accept a plea of guilty
to the crime of murder you could receive a 1ife sentence.
You must receive not less than a 30-year sentence.

For count two, possession of a firearm, you could
receive a 5-year sentence.

Do you understand what you are charged with?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you understand the potential sentences
that I can impose if you are convicted?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: How long have Mr. Beasley and Ms. Odom
been representing you in this case?

THE DEFENDANT: About a year.

THE COURT: And have you been in custody that entire
time?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: During that time have you had plenty of
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opportunity to talk to them about your case and about your
decision as to how you wish to proceed?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Did they share with you all of the
evidence that the state has in their possession that they
would offer to introduce if your case went to trial?

THE DEFENDANT: NoO.

THE COURT: You haven't talked to your lawyers about
the evidence in the case?

THE DEFENDANT: Oh, yes, yes.

THE COURT: All right. So they have shared with you
the evidence that the state has provided them that the
state would offer to introduce at the trial of your case?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: And did you tell them everything you know
about these allegations made against you?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: And did y'all discuss it all?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: And after discussing it did you determine
whether or not you had a defense to the charge of murder
and possession of a firearm?

THE DEFENDANT: No. I mean yes, yes.

THE COURT: Y'all determined whether or not you had

one?
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THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Do you have one?

THE DEFENDANT: NoO.

THE COURT: And do you wish to enter a plea of
guilty --

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: -- to the charges?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Before I can accept your plea of guilty I
have some questions to ask you.

The purpose of the questions is for me to determine
whether or not your decision to plead guilty is freely and
voluntarily made and that you understand the consequences
of that decision and that no one has forced you or
pressured you into that decision.

So in order for me to ask those questions and get
those answers you've got to give up your right to remain
silent.

Did Mr. Beasley and Ms. Odom explain to you about your
right to remain silent?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: And do you understand that if you give
that right up I'm going to be asking you questions that are
Tikely going to cause you to incriminate yourself, that is

to give me information that might tend to prove you guilty
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or that would establish your guilt?

Do you understand your right to remain silent?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Do you understand you don't have to say
anything?

You have a right to require the state to come into
court with sufficient evidence to establish your guilt to
the satisfaction of a jury beyond a reasonable doubt, and
you don't have to testify or make any statement or answer
any questions that might tend to prove your own guilt.

But if you want to plead guilty, as I say, you've got
to give up your right to remain silent. But it's your
decision; it's your choice.

what do you wish to do?

THE DEFENDANT: Plead guilty.

THE COURT: So you want to give up your right to
remain silent?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Did your lawyers also explain to you that
you have a right to confront and to examine any and every
witness in court that would provide evidence against you?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: And you've got a right to make the state
bring those witnesses into court, have them take the

witness stand, have them testify under oath in your
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presence so that you can see who they are, you can hear
what they have to say and your lawyers can examine them on
their testimony in order to test the credibility of the
witness and the reliability of the information they're
providing.

when you plead guilty that process does not occur.

Did you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Do you understand your right to confront
and to examine the witnesses if you wish to?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Do you wish to give that right up in order
to plead guilty?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: You do not wish to give that right up?

THE DEFENDANT: Oh, yes, sir.

THE COURT: Which is 1it?

THE DEFENDANT: I'm not really sure about the
guestions.

THE COURT: Okay. Wwell, that's all right. Just ask
me if you don't understand something.

what I'm asking you is do you understand that you have
a right to confront and to examine the witnesses.

In other words, ordinarily when someone is charged

with a crime if they ask for a trial, then a jury decides
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the case. And in order for the jury to decide the case the
state has to present witnesses. They have to testify
during the trial.

when that happens you of course are present, and so
you get to see who those people are. You get to hear what
they have to say, and your Tawyers get to examine those
witnesses in order to test their credibility and the
reliability of the information they're providing.

But if you plead guilty that process doesn't occur.

No witnesses are going to take the witness stand and
testify, and your Tawyers aren't going to get to examine or
guestion anyone who provides information to the Court.

Do you understand?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you wish to give up your right to
confront and to examine those witnesses?

THE DEFENDANT: NoO.

THE COURT: Okay. Then you want to have a jury trial?

THE DEFENDANT: NoO.

THE COURT: Well, that's the way it works. 1In other
words, no witnesses are going to be called to testify if
you plead guilty. only if you have a trial will that
occur.

MR. BEASLEY: Your Honor, if I could have a second.

(Pause to confer with counsel.)

10
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MR. BEASLEY: I think he is confused because we have
witnesses that are going to speak on his behalf today, and
I think he was confused that -- about not being able to
call anybody up here.

THE COURT: Okay. Yeah. well, okay. That's
understandable.

The point is this. The people that the state would
call to come to court to serve as witnesses aren't going to
come to court and take the witness stand.

There may be somebody who would be a witness that will
come in and make a statement, but if they do, you don't get
to question their statement. You don't get to examine them
through your Tawyers.

They're not going to take the witness stand; they're
not going to be placed under oath.

The state might have some people that they want to
stand up here next to the prosecutor and give me
information and you might have some people that your
Tawyers want to call to come up here to also provide me
with information, but those witnhesses are called to or
those people are called to provide me with information that
might influence my decision as to a sentence. But it's not
going to influence any decision as to guilt if you plead
guilty.

The witnesses testify during a trial, and the jury

11

11
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Tistens to those witnesses in order to decide whether or
not you're guilty of anything. But if you plead guilty
then the trial doesn't take place and so the witnesses
don't take the witness stand and testify.

Do you understand?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Do you wish to give that right up
in order to plead guilty?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: And did your lawyers also explain to you
that you have a right to have a jury trial and to have 12
jurors selected to sit in that jury box over there to your
right, to listen to testimony, to consider evidence in the
case, to decide the facts as they relate to these
allegations?

In other words, they determine what, if anything,
occurred on July the 22nd that relates to this charge of
murder against you.

The jury decides the facts of the matter; I provide
them with the law to apply. And so when they decide the
facts, they apply the law, and they decide whether or not
you're guilty.

Now, during the trial the state has the burden of
proving that you're guilty. During the trial you can

testify if you want to, but you don't have to, and nobody

12
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can make you because you still have a right to remain
silent.

Even if you don't testify you could still call other
witnesses to testify in the trial. But the burden wouldn't
be you to prove anything. The burden would be on the state
to prove that you're guilty.

If you were to have a trial with a jury making that
determination, before the jury can find you guilty all 12
jurors have to be convinced of your guilt beyond a
reasonable doubt, and, as I say, the burden is on the state
to convince them of that fact.

Do you understand your right to have a jury trial?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you wish to give that right up in order
to plead guilty?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Has anybody promised you anything or
offered you anything in return for you pleading guilty to
these charges?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: Has anybody forced you in any fashion to
plead guilty to these charges?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: Has anybody coerced you or pressured you

in any way that resulted in your decision to plead guilty

13
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to these charges?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE

COURT:

voluntarily?

Are you pleading guilty freely and

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE

COURT:

And are you guilty of killing Latonya

Richards with malice aforethought?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE

COURT:

And did you possess a gun during the

commission of that crime?

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

COURT:

You are 46 years old?

DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

COURT:

How far did you go in school?

DEFENDANT: High school.

COURT:

Have you ever been married?

DEFENDANT: No.

COURT:

Have you ever had a child?

DEFENDANT: Yes.

COURT:

How many?

DEFENDANT: Four.

COURT:

what ages?

DEFENDANT: Sixteen, eleven, eight and four.

COURT:

Have you ever had a job?

DEFENDANT: Yes.

14
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THE COURT: Doing what?

THE DEFENDANT: I worked at B.M.Ww.

THE COURT: Doing what?

THE DEFENDANT: Logistics.

THE COURT: What does that mean?

THE DEFENDANT: That's loading and unloading a truck.

THE COURT: And have you ever been treated for any
type of mental illness or emotional disturbance?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: Do you suffer from any such a condition
today?

THE DEFENDANT: I do now.

THE COURT: And what condition do you suffer from?

THE DEFENDANT: It's --

MR. BEASLEY: Your Honor, I mean, we canh -- he had
never been diagnosed or evaluated prior to this, and he's
had two evaluations done. And Dr. Donna Maddox is here
today. Wwe can get her to --

THE COURT: Wwell, she's going to answer that question
shortly?

MR. BEASLEY: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Have you ever been treated for any
type of substance abuse or addiction?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: Do you suffer from any such a condition

15

15
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Tike that now?

THE DEFENDANT: NoO.

THE COURT: Now, I understand that there's going to be
professional testimony to provide the information about
your mental and/or psychological condition, but whatever
condition that you might suffer from, does that in any way
impair your ability to understand fully what you're doing
here today?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: You understood all of the decisions that
you made up to this point so far as your decision to go
forward with a guilty plea?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. Listen to what the solicitor
tells me about the facts that relate to the case.

These are what -- these are the facts that the
solicitor would offer to establish in court if your case
went to trial before a jury. So listen to what he tells
me, because when he's through giving me his version of it
I'm going to ask you if you agree or disagree with his
recitation.

MR. BARNETTE: One thing, Your Honor, before I go into
the facts of the case or whatever.

I told his attorneys and everything that if he pleads

straight up to murder or whatever we would not seek the

16
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death penalty in this case. So I just wanted to make sure
that was clear on the record, and, obviously, he's
pleading.

THE COURT: All right. And you perceive this to be a
case that could qualify for a death penalty based upon
what?

MR. BARNETTE: Based off the kidnapping, Your Honor,
of the victim in this case.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. BARNETTE: Your Honor, going through the facts of
the case, before I get started on that too, I have five
exhibits I'd Tike to enter as part of the evidence and
facts that 1'11 be presenting, Your Honor.

State's Exhibit 1 is a video, Your Honor. I believe
we by agreement provided that to you before this hand and
Tet you have a chance to review that video.

State's Exhibit 2, Your Honor, is the case file from
the wellford Police Department, a copy of it. I'll be
submitting that as part of the record.

State's Exhibit 3, Your Honor, 1is several SLED reports
concerning the analysis, as well as the chain of custody on
those items from SLED.

Your Honor, State's Exhibit 4 is the autopsy report
that was submitted by Dr. wren, as well as the coroner's

report that's attached to it.

17
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And State's Exhibit No. 5, Your Honor, 1is the rap
sheet of the defendant in this case, plus several of his
certified convictions that's attached to that also.

I'd 1Tike to move that in as part of the facts and
evidence in this case with the presentation of this plea.

I don't think there's any objection from the defense,
and they've been provided these items.

MR. BEASLEY: No objection, Your Honor.

(surveillance video marked State's Exhibit No. 1; case
file from the wellford Police Department marked State's
Exhibit No. 2; SLED reports and chain of custody marked
State's Exhibit No. 3; autopsy report of Dr. John David Wren
and coroner's report marked State's Exhibit No. 4; rap sheet
and certified convictions marked State's Exhibit No. 5.)

MR. BARNETTE: Your Honor, going back to the facts of
the case briefly.

This happened on July 22nd of 2018, Your Honor, at
approximately 5:00 p.m. It happened at 10537 Spartanburg
Highway here in wellford, South Carolina, Spartanburg
county, Your Honor, at Phresh Threads, Your Honor, the
store of the defendant in this case.

Latonya Richards was the victim in this case, Your
Honor. They have a three-year-old son in common. The
defendant was having the three-year-old at the store.

And looking at State's Exhibit No. 1, I believe you've

18
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had a chance to review it. She came to pick her son up.
As she came 1in he went to the door, the defendant did,
lTocked the door 1in behind her, turned the sign to show it
was closed.

She went. Her son greeted her. She had a backpack.

He confronted her and started arguing with her. As
they went arguing he actually swung at her and then hit and
then swung at her again and hit her and just started a
fight with her, knocked her down.

He actually pulled one weapon out, put the weapon to
her head at times, was dragging her through the store. She
was trying to get out through the front door.

He actually dragged her one time by her hair and
brought her back in towards the front of the store when she
started heading towards the door.

It was a fight throughout the whole thing. The
three-year-old did witness this.

Eventually she got to the door, somehow got up and
still fighting with him. And, 1like I said, he has pulled
another weapon by now, which would have been a 40 caliber.
He kept pointing it at her, kept doing that.

She finally got outside of the door. He shots her
once through the left side, through and through, basically
from there. It came in her Tleft side and came out near her

right back-buttocks area. It came out. She was laying in

19

19



20

O 00 N o uvi A W N =

N N NN NN B R R R R R R R R R
i & W N B O ©W 0 N O 1 M W N R O

the ground outside the door there.

He went back in, was talking to the three-year-old.
He actually put the gun towards his head at the time. Saw
the three-year-old, picked him up.

She in the meantime went and got in her car. She had
actually pulled herself into the car.

He goes back out with their three-year-old son in his
arms and goes -- no. Before that went back out and shot
her without his son. His son was still in the store. He
went back and shot her when she got in the car. Shot her
in the head and killed her at that time.

He went back and got his three-year-old son and went
back out to the car. You can see the three-year-old
actually react when he sees his mother. Then he leaves.

He took the three-year-old to his mother's house.

Later on he wrecked, Your Honor. This is
approximately 6:41 p.m., Irby Road and Bates Court, about
2 miles south of Duncan. Your Honor, he was arrested for
D.U.I. based off that.

Your Honor, during that time they rolled up, was
Tooking for him because he was a suspect in the case. And
he had the weapon that he had used in the murder, Your
Honor. And that wound up being a Ruger Model 40 caliber
semiautomatic pistol, Your Honor, in that case.

That weapon was tested. 1In State's Exhibit 3, I have

20
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that. It matched up to that, the bullets in the casing
that was used in that case, Your Honor.

He was charged with murder and possession of a weapon
during a violent crime, Your Honor, in this case based off
that.

And also in the SLED report, Your Honor, I do have her
toxicology. She had nothing in her system at the time --
no drugs or alcohol either one in her system. She just
merely went to pick up her child and this is what occurred.

They were going through a breakup at that time. I
think she had said possibly if I don't come back in time
you might want to come and check on me, told somebody 1in
her family.

So, and the family would 1like to speak to the Court at
the appropriate time.

THE COURT: All right. And what about his history?

MR. BARNETTE: His history, Your Honor, is in State's
Exhibit No. 5.

Your Honor, he has a domestic violence in 1993; a
burglary second nonviolent in 1998; grand larceny in 1998;
driving under suspension, 1998; false information, 1998; no
driver's license, 1999; harassment in 2001, Your Honor;
trespassing, 2012; criminal domestic violence in the second
degree, Your Honor, in 2013; and open container, 2014.

And I can pass that up to Your Honor if you'd like to

21
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see that.

THE COURT: Mr. Burnside, did you understand what the
solicitor just told me about the facts that relate to the
matter?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Did he recite those correctly and
accurately?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Do you disagree with anything that he told
me about it?

THE DEFENDANT: NoO.

THE COURT: And did he state your criminal history
accurately?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Wwould you still 1like for me to accept your
pleas of guilty?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. 1I'll accept them and hear from
your Tlawyers.

MR. BEASLEY: Thank you, Your Honor.

Your Honor, over the last year I've gotten to know
Derrick and his mom Sandra and his sister Michelle. And if
you talked to them over the last year as much as I've
talked to them, you just can't figure out how we ended up

here, because he comes from a great family, great mom.

22
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You know, he grew up in the Bronx up in New York,
inner city tough area. Single mom, you know, raising him
and his sister and brother.

He was exposed to a lot of things in the area he grew
up in. I mean, he witnessed a murder. He's seen people do
Tots of bad things with drugs.

He is, unfortunately, experienced and then abused 1in
ways that, you know, it's not even comfortable for me to
talk about in the courtroom, but I think it's important to
know because I think you can -- based on as well as I've
gotten to know his family, and you can't imagine he's here,
but then you -- once he's actually been diagnosed and
evaluated you can see and explain, maybe rationalize or
wrap your mind around how some things may have snapped on
him, because all of my conversations with him, he Toves
Latonya. He always has, always pictured, you know, him
being with her the rest of his life. And it just doesn't
make any sense why he would react and do the things that he
did.

His mom, the way she raised him and what he was
exposed to up there -- and there's also some good. She
worked at the Plaza Hotel in New York City and put herself
through school.

He actually got to spend the night at the Plaza a lot

as a kid and he got to see a lot of nice things. And I say
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that because I think he has always desired nice things, and
so that has made him have an unbelievable work ethic.

He moved down here with his mom in his late teens,
made straight As at Byrnes High School, graduated Byrnes.

He's always worked. He was a forklift operator at a
warehouse. He owned a clothing store, owned a vehicle
restoration business, worked as a dock coordinator at
B.M.W. and he also worked at Greenville-Spartanburg Airport
as a booth attendant for several years. He's always worked
and always taken care of his kids.

Some of the things he's been diagnosed with from his
past as a kid is posttraumatic stress disorder and some
other issues that I'1ll let Dr. Maddox elaborate on later.

Since he's been incarcerated he has been getting
mental health treatment. He has been taking meds, and it
has helped him immensely. He has also completed a
cognitive behavioral group therapy class that he's been to
and got a certification from that.

Your Honor, you know, watching that video, it was --
it's a bad situation and it cannot be explained except
that, you know, something Derrick's mind -- and because he
and I have talked about it in great detail, you know,
trying to figure out what transpired.

He -- and, you know, he tries -- he's, like, well, he

said I was just thinking that she was leaving and taking
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| and, you know, I related that back to when I was a
kid and I thought about this other man being involved. He

said I don't know, I just lost my mind, and, like he said,
I can't explain it. He said it just devastates him every
day.

I know he doesn't sleep. I know he has nightmares and
I know he's dealing with a lot, but I'm not -- but one of
the things he also always says is he's so sorry for what
this has caused her family, his family and everybody else
around him.

He's never been diagnosed previously, never been on
meds, and I think he is -- this has been a, obviously a,
Tife-changing experience, but he is a much better person
now mentally than he was prior to this.

Something I found interesting in the two evaluations
that were done 1is Derrick tried to go get evaluated, tried
to go get himself committed.

He went to Charter Rivers and Spartanburg Regional
prior to this incident and they turned him away and told
him he was okay. And, you know, it's a shame that he
wasn't treated prior to this, and maybe it could have
prevented it. I don't know.

Your Honor, he's always admitted his guilt. He's
always said he doesn't want his child, his children, his

family, Latonya's family to go through what he went through
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as a kid and doesn't want them to experience any of --
anything that has to do with a trial. He doesn't want to
put them through that.

He could have asked for a bond, you know, months and
months ago. He doesn't want to put the family through
that, or his family.

Your Honor, you know, he's asking for mercy. He's
asking you accept his guilt.

I know he wrote a statement that he'd Tike to read to
the Court, and that addresses all sides in one Tletter.

It's not very long.

I know he has some family members that would also 1like
to say a few words, and we can speak at whichever time you
want us to go, because I know their family wants to talk as
well.

THE COURT: They'll do that at the end.

MR. BEASLEY: Okay. Do you want Derrick --

THE COURT: 1I'll take it however you'd like to present

THE DEFENDANT: To and my other

children, Mrs. Richards, both of our families and the

it.

Court, I would 1like to apologize for my actions.
Not a day goes by that I do not think about the pain
that I have caused my family and Tonya's family.

I understand that there's nothing I can do or say to
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bring her back, but if I could, I would.

I had so much confusion in my head that day and felt
paranoia and nervousness and forgot where I was. And if it
were not in my son being present at the time I would have
taken my Tife.

Me and Tonya had a plan, and I thought we all had had
it all. what I did was selfish that day, and there's no
excuse for my actions.

Honestly, I loved Tonya dearly and did not want to
Tose her for anything in the world.

Me and Tonya were the perfect match, both of us
motivated and a hard worker. we had a plan for our future
and started a business, a successful business.

wWe planned to get married in September.

I would 1like to apologize -- I would like to
apologize --

(Pause.)

MR. BEASLEY: "I would 1ike to apologize to me and
Tonya's son K.B. as well as because they were
Tike my children too. Top1ease, forgive your
date for taking your mom away from you. , I'mso
sorry. What I did was wrong, and I hope one day you all --
you can all forgive me. Mrs. Richards and the rest of
Tonya's family, I hope you can all forgive me too. I took

your mother, your daughter, your granddaughter, your
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sister, your cousin and your aunt from you. I would Tike
to apologize to my other children, mother and family for
pain I caused you as well. My selfish mistake has removed
me and Tonya from your lives. While I've been incarcerated
I have prayed to God to heal you of all the pain that you
have in your heart. I've also prayed for myself and gotten
closer to the Lord. There isn't a day that goes by that I
don't regret my actions. Sometimes I can't even look at
myself in the mirror. That person that took Tonya's 1ife
that day is a stranger to me, and for that reason I have
sought mental health treatment. This is not an excuse or
justification for my actions, just a realization that I
need help. I wish I would have gotten help sooner and
avoided this whole tragedy."

JOSEPHINE WASHINGTON: Hello, Your Honor. My name 1is
Josephine washington.

THE COURT: You're going to have to speak up Touder
because the court reporter can't hear what you're saying.

JOSEPHINE WASHINGTON: I'm sorry.

My name 1is Josephine washington. I would 1ike to read
a letter to you, please.

THE COURT: oOkay.

JOSEPHINE WASHINGTON: I'm writing this letter in
hopes -- hope the Court to see what kind of person

Mr. Derrick Burnside 1is despite the --
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THE COURT REPORTER: I cannot understand what she's
saying.

THE WITNESS: I'll read it on her behalf, Your Honor.
Is that okay?

THE COURT: Okay.

COLLEEN ARVELLO JEFFERSON: Her name 1is Josephine
washington and she's writing this letter in hopes that it
would help the Court to see what kind of person that
Derrick Burnside is despite the transgressions that led us
all to this point.

"I have known Derrick since his -- since he was a baby
Tiving in the Bronx, New York. Though Derrick is my cousin
and with a couple of years between us, our relationship was
more like siblings. Derrick is younger than I, but his
compassion about family made him more Tike a big brother
who you can depend on. Wwe always cracked jokes on each
other as we always seemed to know about the latest styles
in clothing and music. when my children -- three -- were
younger they couldn't wait to hang with their favorite
cousin or their fun cousin Derrick. The moment we walk --
he walked into the home the kids couldn't help themselves.
They tried to steal all of his time all at once. The smile
on his face expressed much that he loved all of the
attention. Years later my children are adults now and the

excitement is still there, that they were kids -- 1like they
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were kids again. This is just one of many great memories
Derrick Teft in our hearts. Derrick is a family man who
only wanted the best for his family to make sure they
didn't have to struggle or suffer in Tife. I spoke with
Derrick yesterday for the first time, and I can hear the
serious --

JOSEPHINE WASHINGTON: The sorrow.

COLLEEN ARVELLO JEFFERSON: -- and sorrow and the pain
in his voice as he tried to take breaks in between the
words. I can tell you with all of my heart and without a
doubt that Mr. Derrick Burnside is incredibly remorseful
for what he has done. Thank you."

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you, ma'am.

Ma'am, tell me what your name was who was actually
reading the Tletter.

COLLEEN ARVELLO JEFFERSON: Oh, yes. Colleen Arvello
Jefferson.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MARTHA SANDERS: Hi, Your Honor.

My name 1is Martha Sanders, and I've been knowing
Derrick ever since he was like 16 or 17 years of age. And
all of the statements that has been made by his family is
true about Derrick.

Derrick is a loving person. Derrick -- from what I

know, and he come to my apartment. Him and my son was 1in
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business together. And I recognize and have heard things
over the phone that went down in that place, what arguments
and cussing and people, you know, coming in, and, you know,
up in his face and all of that. And I had to tell my son
to get out of there.

But Derrick -- I hate this has happened, but he 1is a
Toving person, and he loves family. And all of us -- I
don't care who it is in this world -- have faults. All of
us does, you know, things we shouldn't say, things we
should not do.

Murder is not good; lying is not good. Nothing is
good to that man up above if it's wrong. I don't care what
it is. what he's dealt like we should Tike.

But this is hard. This 1is really hard because I know
he is a sweet person, because he has called me since he's
been incarcerated and we have talked. And I asked him why.
But, like I said, I have been on the phone. And my son and
him was in business and I know what went on in that place.
I do. So, I mean, it's up to you what you decide, but I
know Derrick went through a lot hisself too.

THE COURT: Wwhat did you mean? You know what went on
in that place that day?

MARTHA SANDERS: May not have been that day, but I
have been on the phone with my son. I have a son that's 20

years old. And my oldest son was in business with David, I
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mean, with Derrick. And I have heard arguments and all
that stuff. And I have asked my youngest son just get out
of there. And, I mean, you know, people come -- you know,
she come there cussing at him, all up in his face and all
that. Yes. I have told my younger son to get out of there
before something else happened.

But Derrick, like I say, he's a sweet person, and she
was too. But all of this that has went on, 1it's not good
for no one, not neither sides -- her family, nor
Derrick's family.

And that's all I have to say, Your Honor. Like I say,
God sees everything. He really does.

LINDA ARIVERA: My name 1is Linda Arivera. I'm the
cousin of Derrick, a cousin of Derrick. This is pretty
much our family.

And I'm also reading this for my mother, Debbie
Mantea.

"I'm so very sorry we are here in this place today. I
can only imagine the pain and the loss the friends and
family of Tonya are going through now. There is no
explanation we can extend that can make sense of what took
place on that tragic day. The lives of so many people are
forever changed, and the Lord knows what I know for sure
that if it were possible to go back the outcome could be

different. what I hope one day, forgiveness is possible,
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but that comes to each and every one of y'all for some
time. Now, we feel we have no right to ask and we mean no
disrespect by asking. Your loss is beyond what we can
measure. We know your love for Tonya is great because our
Tove 1is great for our loved one. And we believe that he
will forever weighted with regret and great sorrow for his
action. Wwe are simply asking for leniency on his behalf.
The man we know 1is kind, caring and forgiving. He is known
by many people to be responsible and a positive contributor
to his family and community. Thank you for allowing us the
opportunity to request mercy and extend sorrow for your
Toss and prayers for strength and healing of the heart 1in
the days ahead. Thank you."

ROSALYN JORDELLA: Hi, Judge. My name 1is Rosalyn
Jordella. I know this -- I'm his cousin. I'm going to
read this on behalf of his sister Michelle Miller.

"I am the sister of Derrick Burnside. I would 1like to
sincerely apologize on everyone -- to everyone on behalf of
my family for my brother placing himself in such a terrible
situation. We never would have imagined him to do -- to
ever do such. Derrick is very loving. He showed love
differently. I have watched Derrick give to people 1in
need. He provided for us as kids and he was very active in
his children's 1lives. we Tived up North, very fast paced.

Mom at the time was a single mother of three. Mom worked
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very hard for us to live decently. Needless to say, mom
was never home. Derrick and I are five years apart. With
me being younger than he is, he practically raised us.
Derrick took us to school, picked us up from school, fed us
supper, made sure my brother and I were bathed, taught us
how to survive in the City of New York, which was not an
easy place for us to live. While mom worked to provide for
us, growing up with him I always knew that he struggled
emotionally with a Tot of things. We just assumed it was
because he had a lot on his plate with all the
responsibility he had at such a young age. Unfortunately,
it takes this situation to make sense of it all. Derrick
was sexually abused as a boyscout by the camp leader and
was also sexually abused a second time during summer
vacation by on older woman while away at camp. To my
understanding mom never knew. As mom hears her 47-year-old
confess to all of these tragic stories, the pain is
unbearable, especially after working so hard to make us
productive members of society. I ask that you please have
mercy on Derrick. He was a good brother, son, father and
friend. Sincerely, Michelle."

THE COURT: Thank you, ma'am.

MR. BEASLEY: Just one more, Your Honor.

GILBERT HUMANUS: Your Honor, I thank you for the

opportunity to speak before you and the courts.
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The first thing I asked God for this morning was for
wisdom from him and not from the wisdom of this world,
because I believe that the wisdom on earth Tacks the
healing power of words that are needed in a moment 1like
this.

The first thing I would 1like to say to the family and
friends of Tonya is not only am I sorry but I know my whole
family is sorry that you all have to suffer through this.

wWhenever a tragedy 1like this happens no one ever wins.
Both sides Tose. You lost a beautiful daughter, a sister,
a mother and a friend. And we lost -- excuse me -- and we
Tost a day-to-day interaction with a beloved family member.
The one who lost the most are the children who lost both a
mother and a father.

I thought about the fact that prison is a tough place
to be. It's hard and a cold place to live between the
bars. Every day it's an everyday struggle.

The mental strain and the reality of what you've done
is always before you. However, prison is not just a
physical place that people go who break the Taw. There is
also a prison in the hearts of people who are bound by
unforgiveness, and the only way to be set free from this
prison is to forgive.

Now, I understand that the emotions are running high

and it will take time for many -- many people to do this.
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I pray that the grace of God will leave all of you who
haven't forgiveness into a place of freedom, which 1is truly
a power that only God -- that only comes from God.

That being said I would like to say a few things about
my cousin Derrick.

For a short season of my life I Tived with my Aunt
Sandra while my mother was sick in the hospital. I
remember laughing and playing hambone in a park across the
street from my aunt's apartment with my cousin Derrick.

He was always one of my favorite cousins. He had his
dreams. He's funny. He was driven to succeed because he
cared about 1ife and he cared about his children.

He's not a perfect man. And Tike many of us, he got
caught up in the day-to-day grind of working at his job, as
well as starting a new business for Tonya.

Derrick is passionate and focused, and I know that --
and I know that many things happened during the period that
this happened, some good things and some bad things.

Now, it's interesting to me that the word passion is
routed in the word suffer, to suffer. An example of this
is the movie, "The passion of the Christ" by Mel Gibson.
You could rewrite the title as the suffering of the Christ.

I bring up this example of suffering because I believe
that that passion or suffering was the cause of this

tragedy.
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I do not believe that this was -- I'm going to skip
that.

we know that there were many issues that caused Tonya
and Derrick's split. we also know that when a human heart
is filled with passion many good things could happen, but,
unfortunately, bad things can happen as well.

My thoughts tell me that this situation was a matter
of suffering in a man's heart that was so overwhelmed by
his passion that he couldn't stop himself from going beyond
the point of no return.

we all know what it means to have passion and we all
know what it means to suffer.

Today there are many people who are -- today 1in this
room there are many people who are suffering until they see
justice, and today there are people here who are passionate
about seeing mercy.

I realize today justice must be served, and I stand
with justice, but I also stand with mercy. And it is my
hope and my prayer that the courts will demonstrate both
justice and mercy. Thank you.

THE COURT: Sir, tell us what your name 1is for the
record.

GILBERT HUMANUS: Oh, I'm sorry. Gilbert Humanus.

THE COURT: Gilbert?

GILBERT HUMANUS: Humanus, yes, sir.
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THE COURT: Thank you.

MR. BEASLEY: Your Honor, I just like to bring up
Dr. Maddox.

THE COURT: Okay.

DR. DONNA MADDOX: Hi, Your Honor. Good to see you.

THE COURT: Good afternoon.

DR. DONNA MADDOX: I evaluated Mr. Burnside in June of
2019 at the Spartanburg County Detention Center.

Actually, Your Honor, he does have a prior history of
inpatient psychiatric treatment. we tried to get the
records. It's been closed. He was at Charter of Greer.

He made me aware about that during the presentation. So he
did have a prior history of treatment. My guess is
probably for depression.

When I evaluated him, he clearly meets the criteria
for depression even to the point that Spartanburg County
Detention Center had medicated him, and he remains on those
antidepressants today. And, in fact, they recently
increased his dose.

Also he has -- some of the family alluded to. He's
got a very extensive trauma history as many of our people
before you do.

He not only was a victim of abuse. He also witnessed
a lot of abuse. He -- Tiving in the Bronx, as the cousin

said, there was not a lTot of supervision while the mother

38




O 00 N o uvi A W N =

N N NN NN B R R R R R R R R R
i & W N B O ©W 0 N O 1 M W N R O

was at work, and they were exposed to some things. So he
had some preexisting trauma, which explains his drinking.

So you have someone with a history of depression and
history of some trauma exposure. Drinking is
self-medicating, and he definitely had an alcohol problem.

Your Honor, he was so drunk when they found him after
this that he was trying to open the car door by turning the
radio on when the police were trying to apprehend him and
fell out of his car. This was in his -- telling me it was
a suicide attempt. He was trying to kill himself without
poisoning after he murder his girlfriend.

I can say he certainly knew what he was doing. Even
though he has these illnesses, he can control his behavior.
He -- you know, these -- this crime did not occur because
of these illnesses, but they contributed, and he's a broken
person.

Also, from the drinking history he's got a little bit
of cognitive impairment. 1It's just the perfect storm,
perfect recipe -- a broken relationship, someone who has
already got some damages, brain impairment and alcohol, and
it leads to a disaster, as you can imagine.

I don't say this very often, and I think you know me
well enough. He is remorseful. He's one of the few people
I have seen that is generally remorseful.

He's gone to treatment. He went to A.A. He's been

39

39



40

O 00 N o uvi A W N =

N N NN NN B R R R R R R R R R
i & W N B O ©W 0 N O 1 M W N R O

doing everything he can to take advantage to better
himself, but, you know, he struggles with his morality.
And I told him today he's getting punished and that he
needs to take your punishment and then move on and try to
continue healing himself, which he is trying to do.

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you, Dr. Maddox.

MR. BEASLEY: That's all I have, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Mr. Barnette.

MR. BARNETTE: Your Honor, there is one other. I
don't want -- 1is State's Exhibit 6. This 1is actually an
evaluation that was done by the state department of mental
health concerning this. And he was found competent in this
case and so forth. So I can make that an exhibit, Your
Honor .

I believe there's no objection to that report, Your
Honor .

MR. BEASLEY: No objection, Your Honor.

(Report from the South Carolina Department of Mental
Health marked State's Exhibit No. 6.)

MR. BARNETTE: If you would, Your Honor, I'd like
everybody here to stand on behalf of the victim Tonya in
this case.

If you would, please, stand up.

(Whereupon, unidentified people stood.)

MR. BARNETTE: Thank you all. Please be seated.
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Thank you.

Your Honor, the first person that would 1like to speak
on behalf of Tonya 1is Sheila Richards, her mother.

SHEILA RICHARDS: Sheila Richards.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.

SHEILA RICHARDS: I'm Latonya's mother and I'm asking
for 1ife 1in prison with no chance of parole.

I don't want him to be able to terrorize this family
again. I want these children to be able to go on and have
a life, a productive 1life, and not worry about him showing
up again and I -- I just want -- these children won't be
able to see their mother again. His children can come and
visit him.

But nothing my daughter did in her 1ife constitute her
being killed Tike she did.

spent time wondering why, why he do that. And
has to go to therapy every-other week. He's seen
things no three-year-old child should see.

And when he killed her, something in me died too.
There's a hole in my heart, and it won't heal. I just want
to know why, why. Thank you.

MR. BARNETTE: Thank you, ma'am.

THE COURT: Ms. Richards, let me ask you one question.

Where s 11'v1' ng today?

SHEILA RICHARDS: He's Tliving with me. I have custody
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of the kids.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MR. BARNETTE: Your Honor, Dean Rogers is her
stepfather. He'd 1like to address the Court, Your Honor.

DEAN ROGERS: Your Honor, my name is Dean Rogers and I

am the legal guardian of and

You know, the last time that I talked to Derrick I
said, "Derrick," I said, "leave her alone, just let her be,
I said, "because people break up to make up." I say, "Some
people do and some people don't." I said, "And before you
do anything that'll land yourself in jail for the rest of
your 1life, if you don't think about anything else, think
about your son." That was my last words to him.

This 1little boy experienced something that no
three-year-old should have. Nobody grabs a boy with a gun
in their hand and take him out there and show him what was
done to his mother.

1's with me 90 percent of the time, and some
of the things that this boy tells me, I've never been so
heartbroken in my 1ife. He tells me that same road where
his mother was killed at, I ask you why. I say why you
crying. He said that's where my mama was shot at. I
pulled on the side of the road and talked to this little

boy.

42




O 00 N o uvi A W N =

N N NN NN B R R R R R R R R R
i & W N B O ©W 0 N O 1 M W N R O

I take him to his therapist. I take him everywhere
that he need to go to get the help he needs and take him to
school also.

Now, just the other day he was fighting in his sleep
Tike he was fighting for his Tife. 1I'm waking him up in
the middle of the night, and he said this right here just a
month ago. '"Papa, I dreamed about my daddy got out of jail
and he came back and beat me and he had a gun in his hand."
That was just a month ago.

Just a little, about three weeks ago, he said, "Papa,
you promise not to let my daddy hurt me and my mama any
more." That took something out of me because I deal with
this Tittle boy on a daily basis, and me, I seen the video.
That was the most horrible, cruel, evil thing that someone
could do to a woman.

wWe all in 1ife have choices. No matter what our
mental stage is in 1life, we all have choices. we either do
it or we don't.

Now, prior to that Tonya Richards had got beaten in
the face with a gun two weeks before this happened. She
had moved away, got a home for her and her children to get
away .

So in other words, if people are arguing let's Took at
this picture saying who's making the right choice by

getting away from that person. She did. She built a home
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and made her first house payment before this happened.

And it is not a day that goes by that I don't think
about that video. At Teast Tonya did fall, but she didn't
need no weapons.

That Tittle boy was back in the back crying his eyes
off shaking 1like he do in his sleep today, and you goes
back there and grab him. And it's just like you opened the
door and showed -- showed him this is what I did to your
mother.

Now, mental stage ain't got nothing to do with that
because you know what you're doing. No child should have
to go through anything Tike that right there.

I pray for his family that nobody in their family ever
have to experience that on their side of the family.

This family here has suffered. This family have been
paining every day, especially the mother and the sister and
everybody else. This has brought a lot of burden on us.

And I feel for these children. —— he always
tell me every day -- and his grandmother can vouch for this

- "Papa, you not going to let nobody hurt me." Every day
this boy say that.

So my main thing is about the sister and this
four-year-old boy now.

I have brought so many positive things in his life. I

say, ''Son, your mama's up there with Dr. Jesus. She's --
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the hardest things for me was to explain to this boy why
his mother was not coming back. That's what people don't
understand, is what position that I'm in to try to show him
that his mother's not coming back. I say, "Dr. Jesus is
taking care of your mama. She's fine up there." I say,
"One of these days we all will be there."

But explaining to him to why his mama was not -- he
will say where is my mama, my mama coming back. The
hardest thing I have to do in my Tife.

But the reason why this boy is growing every day,
because I bring this strength in to him every day. I
sacrifice a lot and I gave up a lot to give to him. If I
had to do it all over again, I'd do the same thing. Thank
you very much.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MR. BARNETTE: Your Honor, Sheronda watson would 1like
to speak, will be our last speaker.

SHERONDA WATSON: Sheronda watson.

Latonya was a wonderful person with a beautiful soul.
I wouldn't be the person that I am today without her, and a
Tot of us that's sitting over there, we wouldn't be either.

She tried to see the good in everyone. We've had
several conversations on the phone. And during her Tlast
year of Tife and her relationship over the years she had a

repeated cycle of abuse, whether it was emotional,
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psychological or whatever it was with him.

I talked to her, and we started the process of her
moving into getting her own home. She hid it from him
because she was scared of what reaction she may have
gotten.

She told me around May he ended up finding her
paperwork to where she was moving into a new home, and at
that point it become violent for her in the relationship
with him. She was Teaving and he found out that she was
going.

She finally moved into her home. She called me one
day and she said, you know, what am I supposed to do, he's
been walking outside my house with a shotgun. Before she
hung her curtains up in her home he was walking around her
house with a gun. He did that maybe three times.

And, you know, she said she tried to get some help
from the police. She went to the station, and she said
that they -- she didn't have any proof of that, so, you
know, when she had some proof come back with proof.

She said there was nothing she could do and not
even -- she went to the beach with her kids. She came back
from the beach.

The 1incident happened with her face where she was beat
in the face with a gun. The whole side of her face was

swollen.
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And we had conversation on the phone. She said to
me -- I said, "Tonya, you need to do something. Are you
going to go to the police so he won't kill you?" And she
said, "Rhonda, do you really think he'll kill me?" I said,
"Yeah, I do." I said, "Based on the stuff he's been doing,
I think he will kill you." And she said, "I don't think he
has it in him. I don't think he'll kill me." But we're
here today and she's not here any more. She's gone.

And the gun. we sold her that gun. My husband and I
have a gun business. Wwe sold her that gun for protection.
She said she needed it to come out of business.

And he turned around and killed her with her own gun.
That's the part that makes me -- I think about it all the
time, what if I hadn't sold it to her. But I just feel he
would have found a different way. So thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you, ma'am.

MR. BARNETTE: Your Honor, just one other thing. They
did a collost [sic] of pictures they'd just like me to show
to the Court.

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you.

(Pause.)

MR. BARNETTE: Thank you, Your Honor.

That'd be our presentation, Your Honor.

THE COURT: I did, as you know, review the video.

wWere there two handguns involved in the altercation?
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MR. BARNETTE: There was one he pulled out, Your
Honor, he never used, and of course he used the .40, was
the one he used.

THE COURT: And the one that he had initially was his?

MR. BARNETTE: That I don't know, Your Honor, from
that standpoint.

THE COURT: The one that was used as the murder weapon
was hers?

MR. BARNETTE: Apparently so.

THE COURT: And do you know where that was located or
how he obtained possession of it?

MR. BEASLEY: Your Honor, it was in the store.

He had a pellet gun, is what he had on him and he --
but her gun was at the store, and that was the one that I
believe that you can see where it was brought out from
under some clothes or something. But that was -- that was
her gun.

THE COURT: Yeah.

A1l right. Anything else?

MR. BARNETTE: Nothing from the state, Your Honor.

MR. BEASLEY: NO, Your Honor.

THE COURT: On Indictment 2018-04777, count one,
murder, Sentence of the Court is you, Derrick Burnside, be
confined to the South Carolina Department of Corrections

for the balance of your natural 1ife.
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As to count two, no sentence is imposed due to the
Tife sentence being imposed in count one.

MR. BARNETTE: Thank you, Your Honor.

MR. BEASLEY: Thank you, Your Honor.

END OF REQUESTED TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD
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CERTIFICATE

I, the undersigned Linda D. Moffitt, Oofficial Court
Reporter for the Seventh Judicial Circuit of the State of
South Carolina, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a
true, accurate and complete Transcript of Record of all the
proceedings had and evidence introduced in the trial of the
captioned cause, relative to appeal, in the Court of General
Sessions for Spartanburg County, South Carolina, on the 20th
day of November 2019.

I do further certify that I am neither of kin, counsel

nor interest to any party hereto.

September 1, 2020

s/Linda D. Moffitt

Linda D. Moffitt
Circuit Court Reporter
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416 EAST NORTH STREET TELEPHONE (864) 679-7777
GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 29601 FACSIMILE (864) 362-8341
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November 27, 2019

ECEIVET)
The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings ¢ at
Clerk, South Carolina Court of Appeals DEC 02 2013
Post Office Box 11629 Annna
Columbia, South Carolina 29211 SC COUQ Of o 0,2!5

RE: State of South Carolina (Respondent) v. Derrick Burnside (Appellant)
Case No.: 2018-GS-42-04777

Dear Ms. Kitchings:

Enclosed for filing with the court, please find the following regarding the above
reference matter:

1. Notice of Appeal;

2. Proof of Service of the Notice of Appeal on the Respondent(s); and

3. A copy of the Sentencing Sheet(s) which is (are) to be challenged on
appeal.

Sincerely,

s/Ryan L. Beasley

Ryan L. Beasley, SC Bar No. 68307
416 East North Street

Greenville, South Carolina 29601
(864) 679-7777 (phone)

(864) 362-8341 (fax)
rib@ryanbeasleylaw.com

Attorney for Appellant

RLB/etr
Enclosures as stated
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
COUNTY OF SPARTANBURG ) SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
) Warrant Nos.: 2018GS2304777
THE STATE ) 2018GS42304777A
)
V. ) Rule 203(d)(1)(b)(iv) Certification
: )
DERRICK BURNSIDE, )
)
DEFENDANT. )

Pursuant to SC Rule 203(D)(1)(b)(iv), Defendant would show that the sentence imposed is
unreasonable. Defendant was sentenced to_Life Imprisonment in the South Carolina Department
of Corrections (SCDC). Defendant communicated to his Attorney that he desires an appeal.

Defendant's Attorney is filing this appeal pursuant to his ethical duty to his client, and
Defendant's constitutional right to appeal. See Frazer v. South Carolina, 430 F.3d 696, 706 (4th
Cir. 2005) (“A defendant has a right to pursue a direct appeal, even if frivolous, which counsel
must assist as ‘an active advocate in behalf of his client.”””) (quoting Anders v. California, 386
U.S. 738, 744 (1967)).

Defendant did not inform his attorney of any specific issues to appeal. When Defense counsel
asked for clarification, Defendant simply stated that he wanted an appeal. Defense counsel can
provide no material issues to appeal.

Respectfully submitted,

Ryan L. Beasley
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‘RyanL. Beasley
Ryan L. Beasley, P.A.
Attorney for Appellant
416 E. North Street
Greenville, SC 29601
(864) 679-7777

. RECEIVEY )
Greenville, SC W

Date: December 17, 2019 DEC 20 2019

SC Court of Appeals
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GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 29601 FACSIMILE (864) 362-8341
EMAIL RLB@RYANBEASLEYLAW.COM
December 18, 2019

The South Carolina Court of Appeals REGE
1220 Senate Street , %
Columbia, SC 29201 ~ Dep 5 0
Re: _Derrick Burnside
Warrant No.’s: 2018GS2304777 & 2018GS42304777A Appeals

To whom it may concern,
Enclosed please find a Rule 203(d)(1)(b)(iv) Certification for the above referenced
matter. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call.

Very truly yours,

Emily Brown
Administrative Assistant to Ryan L. Beasley
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The South Carolina Court of Appeals

JENNY ABBOTT KITCHINGS POST OFFICE BOX 11629
CLERK COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29211
1220 SENATE STREET
V. CLAIRE ALLEN COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29201

CHIEF DEPUTY CLERK TELEPHONE: (803) 734-1890
FAX: (803) 734-1839
www.sccourts.org

January 09, 2020

Mr. Ryan Lewis Beasley, Esquire
416 East North Street
Greenville SC 29601-2931

Re: The State v. Derrick Burnside
Appellate Case No. 2019-001978

Dear Counsel:
This Court has received your explanation for appealing.

Please forward your explanation to your client, along with a statement that your
client has twenty (20) days from the date of your transmittal letter to inform this
Court in writing of any arguable basis that there are issues preserved for appeal.
Please provide your client with the Court's address:

South Carolina Court of Appeals
1220 Senate Street
Columbia, SC 29201

Please send your letter to your client within ten (10) days, with a copy to this Court

or this appeal will be dismissed.
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