
 

 

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In The Court of Appeals 
    

 
APPEAL FROM NEWBERRY COUNTY 

Court of Common Pleas 
 

Hon. Donald B. Hocker, Eighth Judicial Circuit 
    

 
Case No. 2021-CP-36-00117 

Appellate Case No. 2023-001654 
    

 
Beverly Flemon, as Mother and Guardian of J.F., a minor under  
fourteen (14) years of age. ................................................................................................ Appellant, 
 
v. 
 
Skye Knight-Halman  .................................................................................................... Respondent. 
 

       
 

MOTION TO DISMISS, OR, IN THE ALTERNATIVE, TO REMOVE SKYE KNIGHT-
HALMAN AS A RESPONDENT 

       
 

 Skye Knight-Halman files this motion to dismiss or to remove her as a respondent on the 

grounds that Appellant’s claims against her have been settled and dismissed.  In addition, there is 

not an appealable order underlying Appellant’s notice of appeal. 

 For ease of reference, a copy of the Public Index is attached as Exhibit A.  By order dated 

June 2, 2023 and attached as Exhibit B, Judge Donald B. Hocker approved a minor settlement in 

the amount of $100,000 fully resolving this matter as to Knight-Halman.  As part of that approval, 

Judge Hocker ordered Appellant to provide a monthly accounting of each disbursement for the 

minor child.    

It appears Appellant may have failed to do so.  On his own motion, Judge Hocker issued a 

rule to show cause on October 4, 2023, which is attached as Exhibit C.  That is the date referenced 
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in Appellant’s notice of appeal, attached as Exhibit D, and there are no other entries on that date.  

The rule to show cause simply ordered Appellant to appear on October 25 to show cause why she 

should not be held in contempt. 

 In any event, there are no pending claims against Knight-Halman.  As such, Knight-

Halman is not the adverse party as contemplated by Rule 202(a), SCACR or S.C. Code Ann. § 18-

1-120 and is therefore not a proper respondent. 

In addition, the notice of appeal does not relate to an appealable order.  “The right of appeal 

arises from and is controlled by statutory law.”  N.C. Fed. Sav. & Loan Ass’n v. Twin States Dev. 

Corp., 289 S.C. 480, 481, 347 S.E.2d 97, 97 (1986).  Appealability is generally governed by S.C. 

Code Ann. § 14-3-330, and interlocutory orders are otherwise not immediately appealable.  See, 

e.g., Flagstar Corp. v. Royal Surplus Lines, 341 S.C. 68, 533 S.E.2d 331 (2000); Senter v. Piggly 

Wiggly Carolina Co., 341 S.C. 74, 533 S.E.2d 575 (2000); Breland v. Love Chevrolet Olds, Inc., 

339 S.C. 89, 529 S.E.2d 11 (2000).  “Any judgment or decree, leaving some further act to be done 

by the court before the rights of the parties are determined, is interlocutory and not final.”  Ex parte 

Wilson, 367 S.C. 7, 12, 625 S.E.2d 205, 208 (2005).  Here, the order is not appealable under any 

of the categories provided in S.C. Code Ann. § 14-3-330 because it does not decide any issue.  

Instead, it merely directs the Appellant to appear. 

For these reasons, this appeal should be dismissed.  Should the Court disagree, Knight-

Halman should be removed as a party to the appeal. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

HAYNSWORTH SINKLER BOYD, P.A.  
 
s/ Sarah P. Spruill                  
 

     Sarah P. Spruill (S.C. Bar No. 68337) 
1 North Main Street 2nd Floor 
Greenville, SC  29601-2772   

 864.240.3200 
sspruill@hsblawfirm.com 
 
Alexander G. Mende (S.C. Bar No. 104699) 
1201 Main Street 22nd Floor 
Columbia, SC  29201-3226 
803.540.7856 
amende@hsblawfirm.com 
 
Adam N. Yount (S.C. Bar No. 76342) 

     134 Meeting Street 3rd Floor 
Charleston, SC  29401 

     843.720.4484 
     ayount@hsblawfirm.com 
 

Attorneys for Skye Knight-Halman 
November 2, 2023     
Greenville, South Carolina     
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  

 

COUNTY OF NEWBERRY 

)

)

) 

 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

 

Beverly Flemon, as Mother and 

Guardian ad Litem of J.F., a minor 

under fourteen (14) years of age, 

 

                                   Plaintiff, 

      vs. 

 

Skye Knight-Hallman, 

 

                                   Defendant. 

_____________________________

   

 

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

 

              Case  No. 2023-CP-36-00117 

 

ORDER APPROVING MINOR 

SETTLEMENT 

                  

Upon reading the annexed Petition of Beverly Flemon, and the Full, Final and Complete 

Settlement Agreement and Release of the parent and proposed Guardian ad Litem of J.F., a minor, 

(the “Minor”), and after hearing such testimony as this Court required concerning the matter, it is the 

conclusion of this Court that the proposed settlement is in the Minor's best interest and should be 

approved.  The net settlement to the Minor is Sixty-Five Thousand Seven Hundred and 63/100’s 

($65,700.63) Dollars, of which, Fifty Thousand Seven Hundred and 63/100’s ($50,700.63) will be 

used by State Farm Fire & Casualty Company to purchase a structured annuity for the benefit of 

the minor, J.F., as fully described in the Exhibit A attached hereto.  The remaining Fifteen 

Thousand and 00/100’s ($15,000.00) Dollars will be used by the Plaintiff as Guardian ad litem for 

expenses associated with the Minor’s care. 

The Minor and the Proposed Guardian ad Litem on behalf of the Minor have incurred medical 

bills, liens, and expenses.  Plaintiff agrees that these amounts shall be satisfied out of the proceeds of 

this settlement.   

 Accordingly, it is: 
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ORDERED that Beverly Flemon, as the appointed Guardian ad Litem for the Minor is 

hereby authorized to prosecute said cause of action Skye Knight-Hallman and State Farm Fire & 

Casualty Insurance Company. 

ORDERED that the settlement of the Minor's claim for personal injuries against Skye 

Knight-Hallman and State Farm Fire & Casualty Insurance Company for present the sum of One 

Hundred Thousand and 00/100’s ($100,000.00) Dollars, inclusive of cash and periodic payments as 

outlined in the Petition to Approve Minor Settlement, and it hereby is, approved; and 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the settlement of One Hundred Thousand and 00/100’s 

($100,000.00) Dollars is to be disbursed as follows: Thirty-Four Thousand Two Hundred Ninety-

Nine and 37/100’s ($34,299.37) Dollars for attorney’s fees and costs payable to Attorney Tyler 

Bailey of Bailey Law Firm, LLC; and the net settlement to the Minor is Sixty-Five Thousand 

Seven Hundred and 63/100’s ($65,700.63) Dollars, of which, Fifty Thousand Seven Hundred and 

63/100’s ($50,700.63) will be used by State Farm Fire & Casualty Company to purchase a 

structured annuity for the benefit of the minor, J.F., as fully described in the Exhibit A attached 

hereto.  The remaining Fifteen Thousand and 00/100’s ($15,000.00) Dollars will be used by the 

Plaintiff as Guardian ad litem for expenses associated with the Minor’s care. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that with respect to the Fifteen Thousand and 00/100’s 

($15,000.00) Dollars being paid to the mother/Guardian, Beverly Flemon, the following conditions 

and restrictions shall apply: 

1. The Court to be provided her current address and any subsequent address; 

 2. The Mother to be provided the Court’s mailing address (P.O. Box 972, Laurens, 

SC  29360); 

 3. The Court to be provided the location of the account where the money will be on 

deposit; 

 4. On an every month basis on the 15th of every month beginning June 15, 2023, the 

Mother is to provide to the Court a written accounting of each disbursement made for the minor 

child to include: 
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 a. Monthly account statements; 

 b. Description of each item purchased; 

 c. Receipts for each purchase. 

 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Beverly Flemon, as appointed Guardian ad Litem for 

the Minor, is hereby authorized to consummate the settlement by receiving and receipting for said 

monies and by executing a binding Full, Final and Complete Settlement Agreement and Release on 

behalf of the Minor in favor of Skye Knight-Hallman and State Farm Fire & Casualty Company. 

             

      Hon. Donald B. Hocker 

      Judge, Eighth Judicial Circuit 

 

__________________, 2023 

Newberry County, South Carolina 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  

 

COUNTY OF NEWBERRY 

)

)

) 

 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

 

Beverly Flemon, as Mother and 

Guardian ad Litem of J.F., a minor 

under fourteen (14) years of age, 

 

                                   Plaintiff, 

      vs. 

 

Skye Knight-Hallman, 

 

                                   Defendant. 

_____________________________

   

 

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

 

Case  No. 2023-CP-36-00117 

 

EXHIBIT A TO 

COURT APPROVAL 

DESCRIPTION OF PERIODIC 

PAYMENTS 

Subject to the approval of the Court, State Farm Fire & Casualty Company has offered to pay the sums 

outlined below, inclusive of Cash and Periodic Payments.  The current value or cost to State Farm Fire & 

Casualty Company, inclusive of Cash and Periodic Payments, is $100,000.00. 

 

1. Cash:  $49,299.37 is the Cash portion due at the time of settlement to Plaintiff(s) and their 

attorneys.  This includes, but is not limited to, attorney fees, legal expenses, and liens. 

 

2. Periodic Payments:  $50,700.63 is the cost to State Farm Fire & Casualty Company to provide for 

the schedule of future periodic payments outlined below.  Disclosure of this cost has been required 

as a condition of settlement.  No part of the cost being paid by State Farm Fire & Casualty Company 

to provide funding for the schedule of future periodic payments may be paid directly to Plaintiff(s) 

or their attorneys, inasmuch as the parties negotiated for a structured settlement as being in the best 

interest of the minor, J.F.  State Farm Fire & Casualty Company agrees to pay, or cause to be paid, 

future periodic payments according to the schedule as follows ("Periodic Payments"): 

 

To J.F. (“Payee”): 

 

$65,156.96 guaranteed lump sum paid payable on November 15, 2029.  

   

All sums set forth herein constitute damages on account of personal physical injuries or physical sickness 

within the meaning of Internal Revenue Code Section 104(a)(2). This settlement is intended to conform to 

the requirements of Internal Revenue Code Section 130(c), and all provisions of this settlement should be 

construed in a manner so as to effectuate this intent. 

 

State Farm Fire & Casualty Company will assign their obligation to make the Periodic Payments to MetLife 

Assignment Company, Inc. (“Assignee”) in accordance with Internal Revenue Code Section 130(c).  State 

Farm Fire & Casualty Company, itself or through its Assignee, will fund the liability to make the Periodic 

Payments through the purchase of an annuity policy from Metropolitan Tower Life Insurance Company 

(“Annuity Issuer”), rated A+XV by A.M. Best.  The assignee shall be the sole owner of the annuity policy 

and shall have all rights of ownership.  Assignee may have Annuity Issuer mail payments directly to Payee.  
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Plaintiff(s) shall be responsible for maintaining a current mailing address for Payee with Assignee and 

Annuity Issuer. 

 

To fund the purchase of the Periodic Payments, State Farm Fire & Casualty Company will issue a check in 

the amount of $50,700.63 payable to MetLife Assignment Company, Inc. (tax id# 38-4035918) and will 

execute the Qualified Assignment document as required by the Assignee and Annuity Issuer to issue policy.   

 

All guaranteed Periodic Payments are guaranteed whether or not Payee survives the payment schedule.  

Any Periodic Payments to be made after the death of Payee shall be made to the estate of J.F. 

(“Beneficiary”).  After the age of majority, Payee shall have the right to submit a request to change the 

Beneficiary by filing a written request with Assignee and Annuity Issuer.  The change will be effective 

when approved by both Assignee and Annuity Issuer.  Any change in Beneficiary shall not in any way 

affect or alter any provision of this agreement.   
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Newberry Common Pleas

Case Caption: Beverly  Flemon , plaintiff, et al VS Skye  Knight Hallman

Case Number: 2023CP3600117

Type: Order/Approval Of Settlement

Circuit Court Judge

s/Donald B. Hocker, Judge Code 2167

Electronically signed on 2023-06-01 19:10:39     page 6 of 6
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HAYNSWORTH SINKLER BOYD, P.A. 
ONE NORTH MAIN STREET, 2ND FLOOR 
P.O. BOX 2048 (29602) 
GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 29601 
MAIN  864.240.3200 
FAX  864.240.3300 
www.hsblawfirm.com 

SARAH P. SPRUILL 
DIRECT 864.240.3220 
sspruill@hsblawfirm.com 

 

November 2, 2023 
 
VIA EMAIL & U.S. MAIL 
The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings 
Clerk, South Carolina Court of Appeals 
1220 Senate Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 
 
Re: Beverly Flemon v. Skye Knight-Halman 
 Appellate Case No. 2023-001654 

Dear Ms. Kitchings: 
 
This firm represents the Respondent in the above-captioned matter.  Enclosed for filing, please 
find the Notice of Appearance and Motion to Dismiss, or, in the Alternative, to Remove Skye 
Knight-Halman as a Respondent together with our Proof of Service for the same.  Also enclosed 
is our firm’s check to cover the cost of the filing fee (w/ mailed copy). 

Please note service on counsel of record by copy of this letter. If you have any questions, please 
give me a call.  Thank you for your assistance in this matter.  
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
HAYNSWORTH SINKLER BOYD, P.A. 
 
 
 
Sarah P. Spruill 

SPS/sac 
Enclosure 
cc: Tyler Desmond Bailey (tyler@baileylawfirmsc.com) 
 Beverly Flemon 
 

Nov 02 2023
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