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New ethics rule requires prosecutors to turn over eﬁg' mﬂ' 'ED
A it ’ E
RECEIV] wrongful convictions |

Nov 13. 2023 BY STEVE GARRISON SGARRISON@POSTANDCOURIER.COM

SC CGUH Of Appeals _ AUG 18, 2021

NOV 13 2023

S.C. SUPREME COURT

ISTOCK . .

Defendants wrongfully convicted of a crime in South Carolina have an uneﬁpegted

new ally: prosecutors.

Under changes made last week to the S.C. Rules of Professional Conduct,
prosecutors are required to disclose ewdence of i mnocence discovered after a

defendant i is convicted of a crime. . s o® o3 : o

South Carolina joins about two dozen other State;s-ih adopting such ethics rules for

prosecutoré-, which We_:ré'ﬁrst developed by the American Bar Association in 2008.
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Some states, including North Carohna and Arizona, have gone further requiring all

attorneys to disclose credible and material evidence of a WI'OI_]gﬁ]l conviction to the

[

defendant or his or her attorney.

A
- S

NEWS _ . ; o
SC Batman faces dark nights in pris"on as caped crusader fights drug charge

BY GLENN SMITH GSMITH@PDSTANDCbURIER.COM

John Freeman, professor emeritus for the University of South Ca}rolil_la, School of
Law, said the new rules emphasize the special role prosecutors play in pursuing

justice

“The prosecutor’s job is to see that the right thing is done;” Freeman said. “And to
‘protect the public by seeing that justice is as fair as it possibly can be. Not to put
people in jail” ' | '

Freeman said the rules eliminate ambiguity regarding a prosecutor’s responsibilities

when new evidence is unearthed that casts significant doubt on a prior conviction.
Ninth Circuit Solioitor- Scarlett Wﬂson slaid. she supo orted the rule change.

“I think the rule is good and basrcally ‘codifies’ What good prosecutors do already;,’
- she said.

- UNCOV ERED s
- South Carolma poh’ctcrans blow off their ethics fines with few oonsequenoes

_ BY AVERY G. WILKS AND JOSEPH CRANNEY AWILKS@PDSTANDCDUR!ER com
JCRANNEY@POSTANDCOURIER. CDM . i

13 MIN TO' READ

Under the new rules, when a proseoutor becomes aware of “credible, material®
evidence that indicates a defendant was wrongfully convicted, the prosecutoris
required to dlSC]OSe that evidence to the defendant, or the defendant’s attorney, as

well as the chief prosecutor in the jurisdiction where the conviction was obtained.

: "'ht"tps:';'IWWW.po!standcoul‘ier.co_m/newslnew-ethlcs-r_ule—requu’es—p roseoutars-:io-turn-ovor-evndence—ln-wron gful-,-conwctlons.’aﬁqcle_Gc%YSeBc—[}st -11ec... 213
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A prosecutor who knows of “clear and conwncmg *evidence of a wrongful conviction
in his or her Jurlsdlctlon ha,s an ethlcal obhgatlon to remedy the conviction, the

P

rules state.

Prosecutors will need to determme. ona case—by—case ba,sus whether newly
‘. dlscovered evidence requn:es d1sclosure Freeman said, but the rule reqmres they

give serious thought to new evidence.

The new rule also provides hope for wrongfully convicted defendants 'Who.havé

otherwise exhausted their ;ight to appeal, Freeman said.

NEWS

_ Law enforcement missteps in Paul Murdaugh boat crash case captured innew
recordings

BY THAD MOORE AND STEPHEN HOBBS TMOORE@POSTANDCOUR ER.COM
SHOBBS@POSTANDCOURIER.COM -~

“What this says, basically, is that so long as there is arpossibﬂity of proof surfacing
that shows that the guy is mnocent it ain’t over, Freeman sald And frankly, isn't.
that the Wa,y it should be?” '

More than 2,800 defendants have been exonerated of crimes they did not commit
since 1989 in the United States, mcludmg nine defendants in South Carohna

a,ccordmg to the National Reglstry of Exoneranons

Reach Steve Garrison 843—607-10 52 Foilow ﬁim on Twitter @SteveGarrisonDT.

_STEVE GARRISON

Steve Garrison covers breaking news and public safety. He's a native of Chlcago who prevtously covered
courts and crime in Wisconsin, New Mexico and Indiana. He studied journalism at the UmverSIty of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee and the University of MISSDUI‘! ‘ '

- https://www.postandtaUrier.cori/iews/new-ethics-rule-requires-prosecutors gtum—:m\rer::‘evid‘en’ee"‘liﬁ—wrongfu[-cunviction’s/arﬁcle_ﬁc‘i?Ee&c:—_D 023-11ec.w+
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IN TIIE COURT OF GENERALSESSTONS
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIR(‘UII
' WARRANT #s:
2018A0710200399 and 2018A0710200.400

. STATE OF SOUTH CAROQLINA

COUNTY OF BEAUFORT
STATLE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

ORDER GRANTING DEF ENDANT'S
MOTION FOR HGND

GEORGEHOLMES )'”\2, Yte. V6€or ol " B
_) Al llale. Cma/f/ogélopg 000798 -

""-'") non-violent Released

This mattcr is before me putsuant (o a molion b'. Charles W, Patrick, 111, appointed

" counsel for the ancnda.nt, George Holmes, for an own recognmance bond on the above
referenced cases. I‘oHowmg a phone conference hearing held on March 25 2020, I,urdered that,

: _vs-

"-—"\-/.\-»“--"\_f\_r\-f‘\..w\.rv

Defendant.

should Mr, Holmes provide a stable living address, he would be allowed rclcascrﬂﬂ h;,é om
recoghizance pending trial in the abova reference matter. Mr. Holmes’s pcrmanent ﬁ%rc%q

George Holmes
3% Samuel Lane
St. Helena, Is[and SC 29920

. Mr IIolmcs shall be rclcascd on his awn rccogm?ancc '
2. M Ilolmes shall rf:.s1dc at 39 Samucl Lane, St. Helena Island SC 29920 until the rcqolutmn

of his case and shall bs op house arrest,
3. Mr, Ilolmes may only leave this residence for court appearances, meetings with hlS attorney,

and for his employment

T e |

.‘;‘/ \1 f: -##w:?j,,-— : '
AND IT I8 80 ORDERED, - | i,x_%_;‘ e RECEIVE
sudge Carmen T, Mullen : SEP 0 9 2022

. AUG 08 2022
M sCCoutof Appels 4 5

Mareheh § 2020 5.6/ SUPREME CC
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Court News ...
2020-03-19-01

The Supreme Court ot South Carolina

RE: Mediation settlement Conferences

ORDE

in recognition of the difficulties the COVID-19 pandemic may have on lawyers, parties, and other
persons whose physical presence is ordinarily required in mediation settlement conferences governed by
the South Carolina Court-Annexed Alternative Dispute Resolution Rules, | find it necessary to
temporarily adjust the usual manner of attendance 2t mediation settlement conferences required by Rule

6(b) of the Alternative Dispute Resolution Rules.

Pursuant to Article V, Section 4 of the South Carolina Constitution, it is ordered that, upon the request of
a required attendee, the Chief Judge for Administrative Purposes of the circuit shall issue an order
permitting attendance by video conferencing.

This Order is effectively immediately and remains in effect until modified or rescinded by order of the
Chief Justice.

s/Donald W.
Beatty
Donald W. Beatty

Chief Justice of South Carolina

Columbia, South Carolina
March 19, 2020



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

ORDER

| In Re: ‘COVID-1

- ‘On March' 13,720 the Govettior of South Carolina declared a State of Emergency in South
~ Carolina pursuant to Exécutive Order 2020-08. This action was taken in response to the COVID-
19 Pandemic:: The Administrative Law Court (Court), in recognition of this crisis and the potential
effect on the citizens of South Carolina especially those with pending matters before the Court,
- finds it neces

to issue this ordet regarding deadlines before the Court.

" In accordance and consistent with prior practice of this Court and of the South Carolina Supreme
“Court, due datés for filings with the Court on or after the date of this Order are hereby extended
- for thirty (30) days. All Rules of Procedure regarding the method for the filing and service of
. ‘docurnents are still in effect. This Order does not apply to the statutory timeframes for filing
..-the initial request for a hearing or notice of appeal. Further, no filing fee will be required for
‘a motion for continuance for hearings scheduled in the next 30 days, but such motion must be filed
 with the presiding judge’s office. © : ‘

All litig;d_nts are directed to f;aquently monitor the Court’s website for further updates during this
v - emer gency. This Order shall remain in effect until and unless further modified or rescinded by the
~ Court. - ERR

e e - Ralph King Andérson,[[[
B Chief Administrative Law Judge

Columbia, l_SQuth Carolina
March 24, 2020 B
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The State v.George, Holmes Appellate. Case 6, 2070 -00075%
1 Nod2Wests Crimina) Low New Volume, 37, [ssue /2

June. 52020 Ceimtnal_Law Mbuws - Post Conviction Rel jef

Risoner Wos entitled fo emexgency Com sionafe.
release. From_i0carcerahion,undec _First 2 Sep Ad,

_

bose. on COVID- 14 sutbeak ot Frison,
“Brief

Federal Prisoner Convicked of Hheft of apiecnment
ands oind tax evasion Was ermitled 15 emergeny

Compassionate. e\ease. From ' ncaxcecakion, Under

Frest Step Ach base._on COVID-[qoutbreak of
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exfroordinaey and unprecedented Harzat incarcerated
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United Stettes 11 Scporta, |25 AFT.R. 220201774 2620 WL 90451 (sD.AY.2020)

L
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g [Prisoness 3@&&1}%@5 1N YR3ponse.  T6
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COVID-19 tude. Court admi niskedie @5 ponses.
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P y ‘0o March 2020

Memorandum Hhad Hhee o Some at risk
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
) FOR THE FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT
:2}322 PRNA‘\UE&‘?N%BER(S] 2018A0710200399-400
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, ) £Re AN ROSEREAY
%AUF ORT COUNTY.S.C.
Vi )" CLERK OF COURT
) ORDER RELIEVING COUNSEL
GEORGE HOLMES, )
)
Defendant. )
)

This matter came before the court on Defense Counsel’s motion to be relieved of counsel.
Upon hearing from both parties I find good cause has been shown to relieve Defense Counsel from
further representing Defendant in these matters.

It is therefore ordered that attorney Ashley B. Cornwell is hereby relieved of counsel in this

matter.

IT IS SO ORDERED!

Beaufort, South Carolina
April 4, 2022




IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
Indictment No(s): 2019GS070039-40
Warrant No(s): 2018A0710200399-40

' je195]

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF BEAUFORT

CONFLICT ORDER

V8,

GEORGE HOLMES,

)

)

)

, ' . )
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

)

)

)

| )
‘Defendant )

Gl Shozge it G-/3 2aR
The 14* Circuit Public Defender’s Office has been appomted to represent the Defendant
in the above-captioned matters. /Q e@%'g,cl/;sm 755 WYy

The Defendant is charged with Burglar 2“" Degree and Safecracking, The
Defendant filed a Motion to Relieve Counsel on February|IT, 2020. This hearmg was heard on
February 26, 2020. _

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the 14" Circuit Public Defende%s @fﬁce{i& relieved
of the Representation of the Defendant, and Contract Attorney, Charles Pamck.lls appgynted to
represent the Defendant. o L}-?,«

IT IS SO ORDERED,

The Honorable Ca.mlen T. Mullen

Presiding Judge
Fourteenth Judicial Circuit

Beaufort, South Carolina
February 26, 2020

: ' a Ceriified - A True Cop
RECEIVE]) ~ sl {H
SEP 14 2022

S.C. SUPREME COURT
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The Stade v, Gearae Holmes APRallard Case M, 2022 - 006178

ORDER. MOLTON
T0 BE RELEASED

Woairtant No.(5):2018A0TI0906344. 208 ADTIOA00H00
T ndlichment M5.(5)20M656700039, 20MASEIHO0HO

ORDER
Tre Circuih Court aPblied +he wrona Standard or review, and under
the Cotrect Standadd of rview. | Plae See:

~ Arrest Wasront No, 201251020039, States Non-vickent bucdary Ind dedree,
Conflick ORDER on february 96,9030, Steted DefendlantGeor Holmes,
. }é\o (¥M1M gﬁ%h Bur_d.lair)v[ Non=violent) and dedtee.» W;n—v?ulm%"aﬁ’—‘emm.
mon bY UK%S W. a'\'f‘:c,k\“\iﬁi’\ /v\zl hQS‘Q-OS-Oi@ G dﬂ{’
Deferdant WMation for Bond is here_l;a&rdexzd as Fa?ia%«i:ﬁgaotjqrgl—!aﬁma&

Shall be released on s own recodnizonce 3Shall be on heuse arfest.
fcrd-e:r Lot (omPelency 4o stand +rial Evaluakion Pursuantto STATE v BLATR .
'Shates George. Holnes, chvavoed wih one ™) Count of Busalary 2nd dedree (honviolenf)

Please 9ee ’ Summaens Mo 2607774 Deferviants  CoPYincident RePar%#[ 35324616,

May 14,3052, The. Trial Convided of Burdlary nd deavee [ viclent)

Sentence. Sheet and Matice of APeal S!mws[v&;lﬁﬂ, ,

The Circuit Court aPPlied the Wiond Stardard er rRview and under

the Cortect Stondord o Teview.

CREDITABLLTTY :0F B.C.3.0. Jonathan M HowiH3-1-2014.

ACQUITTAL: That the evadence is insuFFicient 4o SuPfoct o Convickion.

i Thmks:
with Kindest  Regards  T'm #bome Holmua
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" STATE 'GEORGE HOLMES ; . lNDICTMENT/CASE# 201 9@80700039
STATE OF éOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF GEN ERAL SESSIONS
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT

INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2019GS0700039

S+q‘l€j non violent

STATE Vﬁ% V(Ge@ [
APPled e (s No209-000778

—_— e e S N S e e e e e

GEORGE HOLMES ANV# 018A0710200399

AKA: Date of Offense: _12/28/2018 _

Race: _Black _ Sex: _Male Age: 34 S.C.Code §& 16-11- 312(8)(3)

DOB: SS# ”_ CDR Code #: 0086 o i

" Address: ' o

City, State, Zip: ) _ ) SENTENCE T,

DL#* TSR ) RUES'8 2022

) | - SCCourt of Appeals

+*CDL Yes [1No [] CMV Yes O No-lj Hazmat Yes [ No[]
In d1épositibn of the above indictment comes npw the Defendant who was [X] CONVICTED OF or [] PLEADS

@ R Vilent Please. Seo. A/WHEZOIBAN1I02003H]

16—11 -312(B of the S.C. Code of Laws, bearing CDR Code # 0086

In violation of §

VIOLE K SERIOUS [ MOSTSERIOUS [ Mandatory GPS [ §17-25-45
" (CSC w/minor 15t or CSC w/minor 37)

. - - ‘ Lesser Included Defendant Waives
The charge Is: bat As indicted, L Offense, 0 Prese_,ntment to Grand Jury. (defs initials) -

[ NON-VIOLENT

The plea is: [] Without Negotiations or Recommendation, [] Negotiated Sentence, Recommendation by the State.

ATTEST:

Solicitor SC Bar# Defendant Attorney for Defendant SC Bar#
WHEREFORE, the D:efendant is committed to the State Department of Correction 1 County Detentlon Center,
oot 1S capsimontgadyim o —
for a determinate term of 1 ¥ days/monthsfyearsijime Served [] Youthful Offender Act not fo exceed years

and/or to pay a fine of §, - provided that upon the service of days/months/years/Time Served and or payment

.!_——"

L )

of $__. ;plus costs and assessments as applicable*; the balance is suspended with probation for

months/years and subject to South Carolina Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services stan-RE@{E:IWED
probation, which are mcorporated by reference.
SEP 00 2022

REME COURT

The sentence shall run
CONCURRENT or [] CONSECUTIVE to sentence on:

[XL TheDDe s+t to be given credit for time served pursuant to S.C. Code § 24-13-40 to be calculaédghg’apphed by SCDOC.
90 ' onths :
'S include time spent on monitored house arrest prlq'_r;éqﬂﬂgbang r@g&,

L]
] The Defendant Shall be Re!eased from County Detention Center. .
G Page 10f 2

SCCA/217 (07/2021)



THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM BEAUFORT COUNTY
Court of General Sessions

The Honorable Carmen T. Mullen, Circuit Court Judge

Warrant No (s):  2018A0710200399, 2018A0710200400
Indictment No (s):  2019GS0700039, 2019GS0700049
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, Respondent,

GEORGE HOLMES, Appellant,

NOTICE OF APPEAL

George Holmes appeals his trial, conviction and sentence on the charges of Burglary -

@11d Degree (Violent)) and Safecracking before the Honorable Carmen T. Mullen, Presiding

Judge, Fourteenth Judicial Circuit. George Holmes also appeals the Denial of his Motion for
Direct Verdict on May 18, 2022 before the Honorable Carmen T. Mullen, Presiding Judge,

Fourteenth Judicial Circuit,

[SIGNATURE PAGE TO FOLLOW]
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