From: mblack@greenwoodsc.gov

To: Court Of Appeals Filings

Cc: Jamison Tinsley; Mark Farthing; C. Yates Brown; Boggs, Shandal
Subject: State of South Carolina v Travis Lee

Date: Friday, December 1, 2023 12:03:59 PM

Attachments: Appeal Packet 2021-GS-01-0215.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good afternoon,

Attached for filing, please find the States Notice of Appeal, along with a certificate of service,
cover letter, a transcript request letter, and the order denying the Motion for a New Trial and
Reconsideration of the Sentence.

By copy of the email to Mr. Jamison Tinsley, I am serving the Defendant. I am also providing
a copy to Mr. Farthing.

Also copied is Shandal Boggs, the Clerk of Court for Abbeville County.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Please let me know if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Thank you,
Micah Black

Find Greenwood County on social media:

NOTE: This e-mail is a public record which may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the
Freedom of Information Act, S.C. Code Ann. §§ 30-4-10 et seq., to a person or party requesting
the same.
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM ABBEVILLE COUNTY
Court of General Sessions

The Honorable Frank Addy, Circuit Court Judge

Indictment No. 2021-GS-01-0215

State of SOULh CaroliNg, ........ccoceviiiiiiiiiee e Appellant,

LA AN =T Respondent.

NOTICE OF APPEAL

The State of South Carolina appeals the ruling of the Honorable Frank Addy issued from
the bench on October 19, 2023, and reaffirmed by written order dated November 21, 2023, after
the States motion for reconsideration was denied with respect to the Court’s sentencing of Travis
Lee after his conviction for Assault and Battery of a High and Aggravated Nature on September
28" 2023. Furthermore, email communication with Judge Addy on November 28", 2023, Judge
Addy again reiterated that his written order from November 21, 2023, encompassed all motions
filed by all parties, including the States motion for reconsideration.

December 1, 2023 By s/Micah E. Black

Micah Black

Deputy Solicitor

Eighth Circuit Solicitor's Office
8th Circuit Solicitor's Office
PO Box 516

Greenwood, SC 29648
mblack@greenwoodsc.gov

Other Counsel of Record:

Jamison Tinsley, Esq.
109 Oak Ave.
Greenwood, South Carolina 29646





STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM ABBEVILLE COUNTY
Court of General Sessions

The Honorable Frank Addy, Circuit Court Judge

Indictment No. 2021-GS-01-0215

State of SOULh CaroliNg, ........ccoceviiiiiiiiiee e Appellant,

LA AN =T Respondent.

PROOF OF SERVICE

I, Micah Black, certify that | have served the within Notice of Appeal on Respondent by
email, using counsel’s primary email address listed in the Attorney Information System (AIS), as
reflected below on the date reflected below:

Jamison Tinsley, Esq.

109 Oak Ave.

Greenwood, South Carolina 29646
tinslerj@gmail.com

| further certify that all parties required by Rule to be served have been served.

December 1, 2023 By s/Micah E. Black

Micah Black

Deputy Solicitor

Eighth Circuit Solicitor's Office
8th Circuit Solicitor's Office
PO Box 516

Greenwood, SC 29648
mblack@greenwoodsc.gov






The State of South Carolina

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

Tel: (864) 942-8800
Fax: (864) 942-8830
www.scsolicitor8.org

Abbeville Suite 203, Park Plaza
Greenwood 600 Monument Street
Laurens Post Office Box 516
Newberry Greenwood, SC 29648-0516
DAVID M. STUMBO
SOLICITOR

December 1, 2023

The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings

Clerk of Court, South Carolina Court of Appeals
Post Office Box 11629

Columbia, South Carolina 29211

RE: State v. Travis A. Lee,
Lower Court Case No. 2021-GS-01-0215

Dear Ms. Kitchings:

Please find enclosed for filing and docketing the original State’s Notice of Appeal in the
above captioned case. Also enclosed are the following:

1. Proof of Service
2. Letter ordering transcript

Please contact me if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

s/Micah E. Black

Micah Black
SC Bar No. 101119

MEB/jlt
Enclosures
CC: Jamison Tinsley (via email)

The Honorable Shadal Boggs (via email)
Mark Farthing, esq





OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

Tel: (864) 942-8800
Fax: (864) 942-8830
www.scsolicitor8.org

Abbeville Suite 203, Park Plaza
Greenwood T 600 Monument Street
Laurens Post Office Box 516
Newberry Greenwood, SC 29648-0516
DAVID M. STUMBO
SOLICITOR

December 1, 2023

Tammie Holmes, Court Reporting Manager
1220 Senate Street, Suite 200

Columbia, South Carolina 29201-3739
transcripts@sccourts.org

RE: State v. Travis A. Lee (and Kendrick Montrez Lee)
Lower Court Case No. 2021-GS-01-00215

Dear Ms. Holmes:

Please arrange for a copy of the transcript to be prepared in the above captioned trial before
the Honorable Frank R. Addy, Jr., held during the September 28, 2023 term of the Court of General
Sessions in Abbeville County. The digital court reporters present during this trial were Ms. Donna
Toland and Ms. Shikina Rapley. The sentencing portion of this case occurred in Laurens County
on October 19, 2023, and a transcript of this proceeding is also needed. The digital court reporter
present at sentencing was Ms. Shanna Puckett. Please be advised the State is requesting a copy of
these transcripts as the originals are being prepared for E. Charles Grose, Jr., Counsel for co-
defendant Kendrick Montrez Lee.

Please arrange for the transcript to be prepared in accordance with the format requirements
as set forth in the Court Reporter Manual, and please note the appellate court rules require a
detailed index for trial transcripts. The index should include all exhibits. [If exhibits were not
introduced, please ask the court reporter(s) to note that no exhibits were submitted at the hearing.

If you will arrange for the preparation of these transcripts and have the court reporter(s)
forward it to me along with their statement, | will arrange for payment.

Sincerely,
s/Micah Black
Micah Black

Deputy Solicitor
MEBI/jlt










STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

. ) THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSONS
COUNTY OF ABEEVILLE ) CASE NO. 2021-GS-01-215
)
| )
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, )
)
vs, )
) ,
TRAVIS ARNET LEE, )  ORDER DENYING MOTION FOR A
) NEW TRIAL AND
Defendant. ) RECONSIDERATION OF SENTENCE
)
)
)
Addy, J.

THIS MATTER IS BEFORE THE COURT on Defendant’s motion for a new trial and

reconsideration of the sentence imposed. At trial, Mr. Lee was represented by Jamison Tinsley,

Esq., and the State was represented by Deputy Solicitors Micah Black and Yates Brown, Mr,

Lee’s co-defendant, Kendrick Lee', filed a detailed, formal motion, and counsel for Travis Lee

Joined in that motion per an October 30, 2023 email. Having reviewed the grounds as laid out in

the motion, the Court finds as follows:

I

Concerning jury qualification and seating of the alternate juror, the Court reiterates its
initial finding that the State exercised its peremptory challenge in a racially neutral
manner. Although the Court would have allowed the prospective alterate juror to
serve after the State withdrew their peremptory challenge to the prospective alternate,
the Court found that, unbeknownst to all prior to jury selection, the alternate juror was
extremely hard of hearing. Because of this obvious issue, the Court lacked the
necessary assurance that the individual had, in fact, heard and responded
appropriately to the Court’s voir dire during jury qualification. Accordingly, as a
matter of practical necessity, the Court excused the prospective alternate juror. The

Court also notes that, concerning the issue raised in footnote 6, the Court made its

! Kendrick Lee’s case number is 2021-G8-01-214.





strike sheet and detailed juror list a court’s exhibit, so that information should be
reflected in both the physical record and the transcript of the proceedings.

2. The Court stands by its opening remarks to the jury. Asa practical matter, the use of
the adjective “true” to modify the noun “facts” in the Court’s instruction as to the role
of the jury adds little to the noun and does not rise to the level of instructing a jury to
“seek the truth” per State v. Beaty, 423 S.C. 26, 813 8.E.2d 502 (2018). Put another
way, even absent the use of the adjective, a Jjury would still understand that their role
is to determine what the “true” facts are because it would be quite nonsensical for a
Jury to believe that their duty is to determine what the “false” facts are.

3. Concerning the verdict form and request for a King instruction, the Court is satisfied
that such an instruction was not warranted and that Mr. Lee was not prejudiced by the
structure of the verdict form.

4. Regarding sentencing, the Court delayed sentencing for roughly two (2) weeks and
did review the recorded statements of the victim, Mr. Hughey, prior to imposing
sentence. The Court weighed all mitigating and aggravating factors in imposing the
sentence, and the Court agreed with Mr, Tinsley that Travis Lee’s more limited
involvement in this assault certainly warranted less than a twenty (20) year sentence.
The Court also took Mr. Hughey’s and his mother’s request for leniency into account
in imposing an active seven (7) year sentence. In light of Travis Lee’s more limited
role, his criminal history, and the comments by Mr. Hughey, his mother, and those
who spoke on behalf of Travis Lee, the Court finds that this sentence remains the
appropriate sentence and comports with all statutory provisions.

WHEREFORE, the Court denies Mr. Lee’s motions,

IT IS SO ORDERED.
Frafk R Addy, Jr.  JY/
Circuit Court Judge
Eighth Judicial Circuit
November 21, 2023

Greenwood, South Carolina-
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ABBEVILLE
Ciled il 2] AD. 2003
at J o'clock.g M

30

Clerk of Calift





		Notice of appeal Lee 2021-GS-01-0215

		Travis Lee order denying new trial and reconsideration of sentence




