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COUNTY OF OCONEE 2323 JUN 12 PM [OR3THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

Edna J. Sluder, #382012, ) CASENO. 2020-CP-37-0807
Applicant, ;
V. ; ORDER OF DISMISSAL
State of South Carolina, ;
Respondent. §

This matter comes before the Court by way of Edna J. Sluder's (Applicant) application for
post-conviction relief (PCR). Respondent made its Return on March 8, 2021. On February 22,
2023, Applicant amended her PCR application.

An evidentiary hearing was convened on February 27, 2023, at the Anderson County
Courthouse before the Honorable Perry H. Gravely. Applicant was present and represented by
Susannah C. Ross, Esquire. D. Russell Barlow, II, Esquire, represented Respondent. Applicant
and Elizabeth J. Byford (Plea Counsel) testified at the hearing. After heg_ring the testimony at the
PCR hearing and a full review of the record, the Court finds that Applicant's allegations are without
merit, denies reliéf, and dismisses the action with prejudice.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Applicant is presently confined in the South Carolina Department of Corrections pursuant
to orders of commitment from the Oconee County Clerk of Court. On December 18, 2019,
Applicant appeared before the Honorable J. Cordell Maddox, Jr., and waived presentment of her
indictments to the Oconee County Grand Jury. Applicant was indicted for five counts of Criminal

Sexual Conduct with a Minor—2™ Degree (2019-GS-37-1783) and five counts of Incest (2019-
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indicate that he meant to give Applicant less time. Plea Counsel testified that they made their case,
Dr. Price spoke, and Victim spoke and said that Applicant was the driving force in all of it. Plea
Counsel testified that the investigator said the same thing. Plea Counsel testified that that was the
Solicitor's position, tpo. Plea Counsel testified that there was evidence that Applieant was the
instigator. Plea Counsel testified that she did not think the judge intended to give Applicant less
than her co-defendant because the plea went south for them. Plea Counsel testified that Judge
Maddox issuéd what he wanted to issue.

Cross-Examination

On cross-examination, Plea Counsgl testified that she did see what was changed on the
sentencing sheet; however, she could not say what Judge Maddox was thinking. Plea Counsel
testified that when they finished speaking and Judge Maddox started talking, she started to get
concerned that it would be worse than what it was. Plea Counsel testified that Judge Maddox
talked about secondary stress. Plea Counsel tesﬁﬁed that she felt that he did not necessarily intend
to be more lenient. Plea Counsel testified that she became concerned during the court's question
of Applicant and her responses that they were undoing the case of making her out to be the less
culpable party. Plea Counsel testified that Judge Maddox pushed back against the defense's
presentation.

Plea Counsel testified that she talked to Marilyn, Ruth, and - beforechand. Plea
Counsel testified that Green said that came to her early on and said that it had not happened
since he was fourteen. Plea Counsel testified that they brought up other things about Victim but
did not think they could attack Victim's credibility when both defendants gave statements
admitting to what they had done. Plea Counsel testified that she thought it might put them in a
worse position, considering they were asking for mercy. Plea Counsel testified that they wanted
to pursue that, but she did not think it would work out well, trying to find an inconsistency in
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