From: Ashley McMahan

To: Court Of Appeals Filings; White, Della; Young, Hervery; Martin, Angela Garrick
Subject: State v. James C. Williams

Date: Monday, December 11, 2023 5:28:42 PM

Attachments: Williams, James C - Notice of Appeal letter.pdf

Williams, James C - order denying mot to reconsider.PDF
Williams, James C - NOA Motion and Explanation.pdf
Williams, James C - Notice of Appeal.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Dear Madam Clerk-

Please find attached a Notice of Appeal, Motion to File Outside of Time, Explanation Pursuant
to SCACR 203, as well as the Order on Appeal. By way of this email, I am copying opposing
counsel Deputy Solicitor Angela G. Martin as well as the Office of Appellate Defense.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Best regards,

Ashley A. McMahan

Attorney at Law

PO Box 50536
Columbia, SC 29250
803-219-1110


mailto:ashley@mcmahanlawsc.com
mailto:ctappfilings@sccourts.org
mailto:dwhite@sccid.sc.gov
mailto:hyoung@sccid.sc.gov
mailto:amartin@lex-co.com

ASHLEY A. MCMAHAN,

M*"MAHAN LAW ..

December 11, 2023

via email to: ctappfilings@sccourts.org
The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings
Clerk, South Carolina Court of Appeals
Post Office Box 11629

Columbia, SC 29211

RE: State of South Carolina v. James C. Williams
2000-GS-32-00689

Dear Ms. Howard:

Please find enclosed a Notice of Appeal along with the accompanying Order for the
above-referenced matter. I am also enclosing a Motion to File Outside of Time as
well as an explanation pursuant to SCACR 203. By way of this letter I am also
copying the Office of Appellate of Defense, as I was appointed to represent Mr.
Williams.

Best regards,

PN Wl

ASHLEY A. MCMAHAN
ATTORNEY AT LAW

AAM
Enclosures

cc: James C. Williams, #289929
Deputy Solicitor Angela G. Martin

Lexington County Clerk of Court
Office of Appellate Offense

2222 DEVINE STREET - COLUMBIA, SC 29205 | P.O. Box 50536 - COLUMBIA, SC 29250
TEL 803-219-1110 - FAX 803-219-4573 - WWW.MCMAHANLAWSC.COM
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA®

) "IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
COUNTY OF LEXINGTON ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
2023SEF -8 AM 9: 55
THE STATE, Lirn . o | .
e ) ’{T CASE NO.: 2000GS00689
Vs. S TR
)
JAMES C. WILLIAMS, ) ORDER ON MOTION TO RECONSIDER
)
Defendant. )

This matter is before the Court on Defendant’s Motion to Reconsider (“the Motion™).
Defendant originally filed this motion pursuant to Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure Rule 35(b);
however, upon conversation with the Court, Defendant agreed this was erroneous and moved
before this Court to have the Motion brought pursuant to Rule 29(b), SCRCrimP. Thus, Defendant
moves for a new trial based on after-discovered evidence.

Defendant was charged with one count murder and entered a guilty plea of 30 years on
March 21, 2002. Defendant was represented by attorney William F. Gorski of the Lexington
County Bar during the proceedings. Between 2002 and 2022, Defendant had three post-conviction
relief (“PCR”) cases. On July 22, 2022, Defendant, pro se, submitted this Motion to Reconsider to
the Court, asserting erroneous information of counsel led to Defendant entering into a plea of
guilty. After careful consideration of the record and the arguments raised by the Motion, this Court
is unable to discover any material evidence that has been overlooked or disregarded and further
finds no error of law or facts not appropriately considered. Accordingly, this Court hereby
DENIES Defendant’s Motion to Reconsider.

IT IS SO ORDERED A/ ; 0 !«—D

Walton J. McKe’od, v
Presiding Judge
Eleventh Judicial Circuit

Lexington, South Carolina
September &G 2023






STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM LEXINGTON COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas

The Honorable Walton J. McLeod, IV, Circuit Court Judge

Case No. 2000-GS-32-00689

State of South Carolina, .........cccoeeeiiiviieiiiiiiiieeiiiieee e, Respondent,

James C. WILLAMS, ...oooooiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e Appellant.

MOTION TO FILE OUTSIDE OF TIME

Undersigned counsel respectfully moves this Court to file this Notice of
Appeal outside of the proscribed time limits. Appellant did request that counsel file
a Notice of appeal on his behalf; counsel noticed a filed order and requested it from
the Clerk of Court, receiving it via email on October 11, 2023. The next day the
undersigned had juvenile court and the following week counsel had a week-long
term of General Sessions matters causing her to forget to timely appeal this matter
until a letter from the Appellant asked about the status of his appeal.

ASHLEY A. MCMAHAN

M“MAHAN LAW ..

PO Box 50536

Columbia, SC 29250
803-219-1110
ashley@mcmahanlawsc.com

SC Bar No. 71676

ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANT

December 11, 2023






STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM LEXINGTON COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas

The Honorable Walton J. McLeod, IV, Circuit Court Judge

Case No. 2000-GS-32-00689

State of South Carolina, .........cccoeeeiiiviieiiiiiiiieeiiiieee e, Respondent,

James C. WILLAMS, ...oooooiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e Appellant.

SCACR 203 EXPLANATION

James C. Williams appeals the denial of his SCRCrimP 29 motion. A hearing
was held on this matter on August 21, 2023, and the judge denied it. Appellant is
informed at believes that he is entitled to relief pursuant to this Rule because the
facts of his case support a conviction for voluntary manslaughter and not murder
and that his sentence should be reduced accordingly.

ASHLEY A. MCMAHAN

M“MAHAN LAW ..

PO Box 50536

Columbia, SC 29250
803-219-1110
ashley@mcmahanlawsc.com

SC Bar No. 71676

ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANT

December 11, 2023







STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM LEXINGTON COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas

The Honorable Walton J. McLeod, IV, Circuit Court Judge

Case No. 2000-GS-32-00689

State of South Carolina, .........cccoeeeiiiviieiiiiiiiieeiiiieee e, Respondent,

James C. WILLAMS, ...oooooiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e Appellant.

NOTICE OF APPEAL

Appellant, James C. Williams, appeals the order of the Honorable Walton J.
McLeod denying the Appellant’s motion pursuant to SCRCP 29, filed on or about
September 8, 2023, and received by the undersigned on October 11, 2023.

ASHLEY A. MCMAHAN

M“MAHAN LAW ..

PO Box 50536

Columbia, SC 29250
803-219-1110
ashley@mcmahanlawsc.com

SC Bar No. 71676

ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANT

December 11, 2023

Opposing Counsel:

Angela G. Martin, Deputy Solicitor
11th Circuit Solicitor’s Office

205 E. Main St.

Lexington, SC 29072





STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM LEXINGTON COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas

The Honorable Walton J. McLeod, IV, Circuit Court Judge

Case No. 2000-GS-32-00689

State of South Carolina, .........cccoeeeiiiviieiiiiiiiieeiiiieee e, Respondent,

James C. WILLAMS, ...oooooiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e Appellant.

PROOF OF SERVICE

I, Ashley A. McMahan, certify that I have served the within Notice of Appeal
on Respondent by emailing to:

Angela G. Martin, Deputy Solicitor
11th Circuit Solicitor’s Office

205 E. Main St.

Lexington, SC 29072
amartin@lex-co.com

I further certify that all parties required by Rule to be served have been

served.

ASHLEY A. MCMAHAN

M“MAHAN LAW ..

PO Box 50536
Columbia, SC 29250
803-219-1110

December 11, 2023







