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State v. Matthews Green - 2017-GS-26-04252 803
CHARGE CONFERENCE

MR. WILSON: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Before I go into the explanation.

MR. WILSON: I understand your ruling. I, you know, T
take exception, but I understand your ruling about what you're
gonna charge.

THE COURT: All right. Thank you very much.

MR. WILSON: Thank you, sir.

THE COURT: All right. Anything else from the state?

MR. SPRATLIN: Your Honor, the Court would just ask for
clarification. 1It's been a little while since I've tried a
criminal case where the defense has introduced evidence as a
prosecutor. I would just ask is the Court intending to follow
State v. Davie regarding —---

THE COURT: What we're gonna do in that is the defendant
has presented evidence, so the state must open in full. The
defense gives their full and complete argument, then the state
may reply to new matters or new arguments made by the defense.

MR. SPRATLIN: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: ©Not repeating of course. You have to open in
full and give them your complete argument, but you do have the
opportunity to reply to the defense.

MR. SPRATLIN: Yes, sir, Your Honor. And lastly, earlier
in the trial ---

THE COURT: Do you agree with that, Mr. Wilson?

MR. WILSON: Yes, sir, I agree with that. What I was
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CHARGE CONFERENCE

going to ask, Your Honor, are they limited to one lawyer doing
it or -- or can ---

THE COURT: Was it your intentions to have both of you do
it?

MR. OSKIN: Mr. Oskin is gonna be doing it.

THE COURT: All right. Very good. Okay.

MR. WILSON: Fair enough.

MR. SPRATLIN: Your Honor, lastly, earlier in the trial,
there was an exhibit entered into evidence, the statement of
the defendant to Greg Lent and Jack Johnson in Orangeburg.
The defense had an objection to the first, I think -- in the
first like five minutes of it. There was 40 seconds and
during the playing of that wvideo, I actually silenced it so
the jury could not hear it. I prepared a copy, which has
redacted out that portion for the jury to take back with them
to the jury room. If Mr. Wilson wishes to review it?

MR. WILSON: I trust them. I have no objection.

MR. SPRATLIN: I'm gonna review it one more time just to
make sure.

THE COURT: All right. Do that and then the court
reporter will substitute out the new one.

MR. SPRATLIN: Yes, sir, Your Honor. Thank you.

THE COURT: All right. Anything else then from the
state?

MR. SPRATLIN: No, sir.
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State v. Matthews Green - 2017-GS-26-04252 805
BY THE COURT

THE COURT: From the defense?

MR. WILSON: No, sir.

THE COURT: All right. Just so your client is prepared,
Mr. Wilson ---

MR. WILSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You know my standard practice that once the
jury retires to deliberate, the defendant is delivered into
the custody and control of the sheriff's office.

MR. WILSON: Yes, sir. We understand.

THE COURT: All right. Very good. So, with that, I will
see y'all back at 9:15 tomorrow morning then.

MR. WILSON: Thank you, Your Honor.

MR. SPRATLIN: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank y'all very much.

MR. WILSON: Thank you.

RECESS - 6:57 P.M. - END OF DAY FOUR

***x**OFF THE RECORD****%

JUNE 18, 2021 - DAY FIVE

ON THE RECORD - 9:32 A.M.

BY THE COURT:

THE COURT: All right. Yesterday we were talking about
murder and voluntary manslaughter, and there's two notes that
I have put down and I forgot to put them in the record.

Again, I'm referring to all of the evidence in the case when I

made those decisions about charging murder and voluntary
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BY THE COURT

manslaughter. But I did want to note there were two other
comments or statements that were made in this case by the
witness, and basically, the third party involved that night
when she indicated that at the -- leaving the Denny's, when
she said that the defendant struck the victim. She also made
the comment that you should have married her and not me. And
then when they got to the -- her residence and they dropped
her off, she asked the defendant, are you getting into the
seat, into the front seat and the defendant answered, no, with
an attitude. So, all that just goes to those things that we
talked about in deciding about murder and voluntary
manslaughter.

Is the state ready for the jury to come in?

MR. OSKIN: Yes, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Defense?

MR. WILSON: Your Honor, in response to your remarks, if
I could, what I would like to do is -- and I know handed up to
the Court a copy of -- of the Sims case on yesterday.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. WILSON: And what I'd didn't ask to do was to make it
part of the record.

THE COURT: Well, go ahead and state the name of the case
and its cite for the record?

MR. WILSON: Yes, sir. It's State of South Carolina v.

Heather Elizabeth Sims, and this is dated -- it was heard on
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BY THE COURT

April, I'm sorry, on December 4, 2018 and it was filed
February 27, 2019.

THE COURT: All right.

MR. WILSON: And, Your Honor, also I had filed a request
for the battered spouse syndrome charge with the Court, and
actually I filed it with the clerk's office and I know the
Court was sent a copy of it. However, I don't know that it's
been filed with this clerk and made a part of this record.
So, I'm asking the Court to allow me to put both of these
documents into the record.

THE COURT: Well, you cited the case, so I don't know
that you need to ---

MR. WILSON: This is not a case, Your Honor.

THE COURT: ©No, the first thing you talked about.

MR. WILSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You cited the case, so and you've made
reference to it. So, I don't think you to make that a copy of
the case in the file, and let's just start with that.

MR. WILSON: All right, sir.

THE COURT: I read the case, gone through it. I
understand the facts of that case, and I understand the facts
of this case.

MR. WILSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And I find that the facts of this case do

warrant the presenting to the jury murder and voluntary
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BY THE COURT

manslaughter, but I want the record to reflect that I've gone
through several times that case and read through it and just
do not find that it is appropriate to the facts of this case.

MR. WILSON: I understand, Your Honor.

THE COURT: And the other one, Jjust mark that as a
defendant's exhibit for identification.

MR. WILSON: Yes, sir, this is just a request to charge.

THE COURT: A request to charge, yes, sir.

MR. WILSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Mark that a defendant's exhibit for
identification.

MR. WILSON: Thank you, Your Honor.

DEFENDANT'S EXHIBIT NUMBER 27

MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION

THE COURT: All right. So, with that, is the defense
ready for the jury to come in?

MR. WILSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Ask the jury to come in, please.

(REPORTER'S NOTE: Jury enters courtroom @ 9:39 a.m.)

THE COURT: All right, ladies and gentlemen, as I told
you yesterday, we have concluded the evidentiary portion of
the trial. There's gonna be no more evidence that is
presented to you in this particular matter. We're now gonna
go into the closing arguments of counsel. I'll remind you, as

I told you at the very beginning, opening statements, closing
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CLOSING BY OSKIN

arguments, that's not evidence. The evidence has already been
presented to you. Now, closing arguments are important. They

are each side's summation of what they believe the evidence
has shown to you during the course of the trial. Remembering
of course, that you are the judges of the facts of this case
and what they say to you is not evidence. After that, I will
charge the law, the law that you will apply to the facts and
evidence you've heard in the case, and then I'll give the case
to you for your deliberations and unanimous decision.

So, with that, from the state?

MR. OSKIN: Yes, sir, Your Honor, may it please the
Court?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

CLOSING BY OSKIN:

MR. OSKIN: I tell him all the time, if I could kill him
and bring him back, his ass would be dying five times a week.
He makes me sick. I know I get on his nerves, but that's only
because he's not used to a female jumping in his face like I
do. I am not scared of his ass. LMAO. That's on May 4th,
2017.

On that same day, nothing in this world worse than a
mother close to you that tries her hardest to play on your
intelligence. #bitchIwillkillyouandcryatyourfuneral,
frealtearstoo.

During the early morning hours of July 7th, 2017, at a
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CLOSING BY OSKIN

bar, in the presence of Antoinette Vereen, the defendant said
I'm gonna have to kill, or something to that effect. And a
couple of hours later, she committed an act that did in fact
kill her husband, Dennis Green. She stabbed him twice in the
right side of his rib cage, pierced his liver, pierced his
heart.

She was jealous of a lady that they were out with that
night, Antoinette Vereen, and in an act of jealous rage she
killed her husband. She wasn't gonna let him break her heart,
leave her for somebody that he looked better with. Those
aren't my words; those are the defendant's words. You heard
that through the evidence presented in this trial.

You've been here all week, you've heard a lot of evidence
being admitted into the trial before you, and we've now
reached the time where you're about to get the case and
analyze all that evidence and apply it to the law in this case
as His Honor is gonna charge it to you.

Let me tell you about the law that you're gonna be
dealing with in deciding these matters today. As you know,
you've been witness -- or you've been jurors for a murder
trial. In the State of South Carolina, murder is the
intentional killing of another with malice aforethought,
expressed or implied.

You're also gonna be charged with voluntary manslaughter.

Voluntary manslaughter is the killing of another in the heat
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CLOSING BY OSKIN

of passion with sufficient -- with sufficient legal
provocation.

You're also gonna be charged, and as you can tell, you're
gonna have to consider from the defense, self-defense --
you're gonna have to consider the concept of self-defense.
What is self-defense? Self-defense states that the defendant
must be without fault in bringing about the difficulty. She
must be in imminent danger of serious bodily injury or death.
There's no other way to avoid the danger than to act in a
manner that the defendant did, and there's no duty to retreat.

So, I want to go ahead and clarify this for you right now
-- and again, if I say anything different than His Honor does,
you lean on him; he's the man in the robe for a reason. But
and it's my burden to disprove self-defense beyond a
reasonable doubt and I'm confident that the evidence does
that, but I want to tell you how that fits. We have to
disprove —-- the four elements that I just told you, and if we
disprove one of them, we disprove all of them. Imagine it --
compare it to a four-legged chair. If you can kick one of
those legs out, the chair isn't working and we can't sit in
it. But here we can prove beyond a reasonable doubt all
elements of self-defense. And beyond a reasonable doubt, just
so you understand what your job is, proof beyond a reasonable
doubt is doubt that leaves you firmly convinced of the

defendant's guilt, and you have that in this trial. We don't
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CLOSING BY OSKIN

know everything for certain without any doubt; I'm firmly
convinced that when we wake up tomorrow, the sky isn't going
to be an off color or some color we've never seen before.

It's probably more than likely -- I firmly convinced it's
gonna be a shade of blue or something compatible with the
weather that we have going on. I don't need to go down that
rabbit hole too much; you know what I mean. It's probably not
gonna snow tomorrow in July in South Carolina; how about that.
I'm firmly convinced of that.

You're also gonna hear about battered spouse and how that
fits in to the law in our state, and how it applies to self-
defense. And when, again, lean on His Honor for those
descriptions. But when we disprove any one of those elements,
you disprove the whole thing, and it's our burden to do so,
and the evidence has done that.

Throughout this trial, again, you have heard testimony
from that witness stand and you have seen videos, interviews
of the defendant from the moment -- from the moments leading
up to the stabbing, several hours after, to even a day. I
know you heard everything, but it's important for me to walk
you through those events so I can show you how they apply to
the law that's gonna be charged to you.

The defendant and her husband, on the night of -- early
morning hours of the 6th going into the 7th, they picked up

Antoinette Vereen. Dennis had been with Antoinette Vereen
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CLOSING BY OSKIN

previously in a romantic way because they were in an open
marriage, that being the defendant and Dennis. This was the
night to meet Antoinette and to see where or if and how she
fit into their relationship. Would -- would it pop off and
they become all into each other that night; they didn't.
Antoinette didn't expect it. Donnielle told you that's, even
if the defendant agreed, that it was just more of a feeling
out thing. But when they were together, they started off at
his family's house briefly.

They picked her up -- they picked up Antoinette, and
Antoinette sat in the front seat. Donnielle was in the back.
And that was out of courtesy; that could be true. Antoinette
said it was a little awkward sitting in the front seat of a
married man's car. I think we'll agree it's an interesting
situation, an interesting relationship dynamic. And the
defendant even later said herself that what may offend
Detective Lent or what matter to him or upset him, it wouldn't
upset her. So, they ride from his family's house to Ricky's
Dockside Bar, and they're having some drinks there. And
that's when she first said something to the effect of, I'm
gonna have to kill him. They go to Thee DollHouse. They're
having fun. The night is progressing. They go to the
restroom. Antoinette told you a little more about some
personal issues she had going on at the time, so they're in

the bathroom for a little bit. She also stated that the
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CLOSING BY OSKIN

defendant tried to kiss her at Thee DollHouse, and she said
she kind of -- she said she wasn't feeling that in that
moment; it was a little -- it was just a little much.

When they left Thee DollHouse they went to Denny's
Restaurant in North Myrtle Beach. And you see the
surveillance video of the three of them going into Denny's.
You see them sitting at that table there towards the back
corner. Again, the ladies go to the restroom, and they're
there for a while. And again, you'll recall Antoinette saying
a little bit more reason as to why she was in there.
Donnielle said it was to see some nipple piercings as well.
Again, they're at the table, and the defendant is sitting by
Antoinette. Antoinette is kind of pushed up against the --
she's in the corner towards the wall there. They're talking
and they're conversing. You'll see from the video, their
interactions. And it's mostly friendly, but Antoinette said
they reached a point where the defendant put her arm around
her head and kissed her, and that she couldn't kind of get
away from it, if she did, she would hit her head on the back
of the glass. I don't know if the kiss was two seconds or two
minutes, but you'll see from the video, you'll see the video
showed that.

At that point, Dennis Green, the victim in this matter
said, give her some space. Chill out, just don't be extra.

That upset Donnielle. You see from that video -- I will
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submit to you, on that video, you see her demeanor change, her
posture change. It's not the fun, pushing, shoving, talking,
laughing; it gets a little more directed at Dennis. And she
even calls her dad. They get into some sort of verbal
argument where, even she admitted it was almost kind of like a
child's argument, you know, you're showing off, you know,
don't be a bitch. Well, your momma is a bitch; then your
daddy is a bitch; if my daddy is a bitch, I'm gonna call him
right now. And then she calls her dad to tell him -- so
Dennis could say it to him, I think that's what she said. The
call was only for like 22 seconds. They didn't talk at that
time, and that was inching closer to 5 o'clock. And you're
gonna see from that Denny's video that they leave around
approximately 4:57 a.m. You heard from all parties involved
that they sat in the parking lot for roughly five minutes;
that would put that about 5:02. And when they're in that car,
the defendant punches Dennis Green while he's sitting in the
driver's seat. I didn't make that up; Antoinette Green told
you that from this witness stand. She also told you that
Dennis looked at her -- once he was punched, he goes, really;
that was his response. Antoinette is still in the front seat.
They leave Denny's, let's say around 5:02; it could've been
5:01 and a half, it could've been 5:03. Let's say it's around
5:02. She stated that it was roughly, you know, around a

nine-minute drive. You heard some other testimony about how
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long that drive takes. It can really be depending on traffic,
red lights, stop signs, following traffic rules. It could be
anywhere from six to nine minutes to get to her house. I
mean, you guys understand that having been in different
traffic patterns at different times; I don't have to explain
that to you. So, that would put -- that would put Antoinette
getting to her house at 5:10. What happened in between the
times? The defendant is still in the backseat stewing, mad,
angry at Dennis. How do you know that; the text message at
5:06. That's the one you heard about a couple of times that
said you showing off for another B; I told him he ain't no
man, and he called me a bitch. I said his momma and he said
my daddy. So, I wanted you to tell him yourself. And the
next time I bring him to Baltimore, I want you to beat his
ass. That's at 5:06. She's still mad from punching him
moments earlier in the parking lot before they left Denny's.
Antoinette gets inside. And you see from the video, she was
dressed for a night out. She wasn't out in her pajamas; she
wasn't out in cheerleading shorts and a tank top; she was
dressed to the nines, she had her hair done, she was looking
good, she was feeling good, she had some strapped up shoes.
What I'm saying is, those shoes weren't easy to take off. So,
as soon as she gets those shoes off and does get into her
pajamas or gets ready for bed, she texts Dennis Green, and she

says, you know -- this is at 5:13 -- she remembered sending it
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but you see the evidence -- you've heard the evidence that she
did. She said, you know, I still got love for you. You know,
I ain't mad at you for what happened tonight, but I don't want
to be around all the dumb shit. She specifically said I can't
be around the dumb shit. And she told you, that the dumb shit
was the argument at the table; it was her sitting in a car

with a married couple and seeing her physically punch him.

If it's not abundantly obvious, it's important to remind
you that Antoinette said that he didn't punch her back. She
still had love for him. She didn't hide from the fact that
she was very interested in him or that she had been sexually
involved with him. She admits -- she clearly stated all of
that. So, at 5:15 she sent that text.

Do you remember Antoinette getting out of that car,
though? Do you remember her stepping outside that two-door
vehicle? And you're gonna see a photo of it; it's a two-door
car. Okay? A smaller car, not an Escalade, not a Mercedes
SUV, it's not a big floor plan and all that; it's a small two-
door type car. She had the seat open for Donnielle to get
out. And, granted, the defendant said she could just climb
through and that's fine, but she didn't. She said
specifically, I'm not sitting up there with his ass.

Antoinette said, you know what, that's fine. The
night's over, I'm getting to bed, and she texted him at 5:13.

So the defendant was still in the back seat when she texted
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him. What did the defendant see at 5:13? She saw another
woman text Dennis that I still love you. I didn't want to be
around that dumb shit, but I still got love for you. A woman
who rebuffed some of her advances earlier, certainly not a
woman that was more into her than the defendant was into her.
There might've been some playful flirting and hanging out;
there was no question. But you heard from Antoinette Vereen,
her intentions, her impressions of the night, and it's proven
that an altercation happened at that table started by the
defendant through her text message. And why is that text so
important? Because sitting in the back seat, the defendant
saw 1t, and that caused her to explode into a jealous rage on
top of the malice that she had been formulating for some time.
And that's an important part to tell that in South Carolina,
premeditation is not an element for murder. You can have
premeditation, but you don't have to have it. Malice
aforethought is the time that the evil act, or the hostility,
or the ill will, it's the time that that act was conceived.

I submit to you that this, in addition to previous statements
and proof of her thoughts, all came together here. Sometimes
premeditation happens months before; sometimes it's weeks
before. And if it's only moments before, that's enough. Here
you have proof of all of it. Back in May by if I could kill
him and bring him back to life, he's dead five times a week.

Same with the Facebook status, I'll kill you and cry for your
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funeral -- I'll kill you and cry real tears at your funeral; I
apologize. Hours before, I'm gonna have to kill him. That's

exactly what she ended up doing.

At 5:19, Dennis Green walks into or gets into Seacoast
Hospital the best he can. He's holding his right side. He's
wearing a white shirt like I am. You can see this video, if
you haven't already -- well, you have, but you'll be able to
see it in its entirety. He walks in, he's holding his side.
They're trying to get support staff for him. You see him --
you see some people respond. You see Dennis go to face the
camera this way, and you see him fall out on the ground. You
see his hand removed from his wounds. These wounds. State's
27, the right side, piercing his liver and his heart. That's
what the white shirt became when he fell out on the floor.

He's transported from Seacoast Hospital to Grand Strand
Hospital, and he's rushed into emergency surgery. Dennis
didn't make it. He died because of those stab wounds again,
to his right side.

It doesn't matter the context -- the context always
matters, but Donnielle is unable to bring him back from her
actions.

Mr. Spratlin told you when this trial started, life can
change in an instant, and here it did. In that car, you heard
the defendant say that Dennis said, Tink, I can't believe you

stabbed me. That's not the only thing she told law
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enforcement. At Seacoast Hospital,

when Mark Martin arrived,

he saw her in the hospital, he was trying to ask her what

happened. That's when the first version of her story came up,

later to be false. She said they stopped at a BP gas station

or a gas station in North Myrtle Beach, and he went in to buy

cigarettes, and when he did, he got stabbed. He knows who did

it, and he didn't never tell. She was right about two of

those things, but he didn't get stabbed by a stranger or

adversary at the BP. She knew that when she said it.

She goes to Grand Strand Hospital where he's moved to.

Officer Beaudoin then questioned her. She's responsive, she's

aware of her rights, and she's a little calmer there. But you

remember at Seacoast Hospital, she was probably anything but

calm. The officer is trying to figure out what's going on and

he told her to shut up and calm down. That's when she

responded quickly, you shut your f-ing mouth, to a uniformed

officer. And they reached a point,

you'll see it on the

video, where she's talking and he's not understanding her or

not following her, and she again snaps into a -- snaps into a

fit of anger.

When she gets to Grand Strand,

she talks to Officer

Beaudoin. She again tells the story about him being stabbed.

She didn't know where it was, but he got stabbed in the side,

and she had to drive him. More officers come from North

Myrtle Beach, and she tells them the same thing. And I want

APP'X 1010




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

985

State v. Matthews Green - 2017-GS-26-04252 821
CLOSING BY OSKIN

you to watch that video when she's -- when she's sticking --
when she's telling that story. When she's telling that. At
first it was I don't know what happened. The second it was,
he got stabbed by somebody at a gas station. And when she's
telling that to the North Myrtle Beach officer, she walks
outside with them, she smokes a cigarette. And when she's
told to -- that she can't smoke right there at the entrance in
the hospital, she gets up quick and she about moonwalks out of
the way to go smoke her cigarette. She's talking, she's
responsive, she's very, very active. She's a high energy
person; she's moving, talking. I guess the fact that Officer
Beaudoin -- Officer Martin at Seacoast mentioned that he
didn't see any scratches, bruises, markings on her. She
didn't know if she had any on her at Grand Strand Hospital.

In fact, Beaudoin told her, is that a scratch on you? And
there was a little -- there was a scratch on the side of her
cheek there.

As I stated, Dennis didn't make it through surgery. He
died. And the defendant around that time, went to Orangeburg
to be -- to be with family, and Horry County Police went down
there to talk to her again. Because at this point, they had
followed up on some of the leads that she had said. They had
checked out some of those gas stations. They had done the
drive, they had heard from medics how fast that car was

driving to get to the hospital. They start to confront the
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defendant with the inconsistencies in her story.

But I want to talk to you about some of the other things
she said in that statement that are very, very, very important
to the matter at hand. She said, fighting with Dennis is like
fighting with my brothers. It wasn't no bumps and bruises or
anything, wasn't no reason to get the police involved. I tell
his momma and my momma, you know, we mean kids, we bad
children, but our relationship ain't his momma's business, our
relationship ain't my momma's business; it's up to us. We do
these things. We fuss, we fight, we argue. 1I'll fuss with
anybody; I'll fuss with a brick wall. Later you see a fly
come 1in there, and she instantly is ready to fight.

She's confronted with a lot of her inconsistencies.
What's the major thing she does in that story? She forgot all
about Antoinette Vereen. Why did she do that? Because
Antoinette Vereen knew what happened in the minutes before
Dennis was stabbed. She knew that Antoinette Vereen had
texted Dennis saying she wasn't into dumb shit. How do you
know that? Just go back to the body cam footage Bandon
Beaudoin. The defendant specifically, at some point, talking
to him says, yeah, we were out earlier, and she might've been
referencing Ricky's Dockside, but she says almost verbatim
that she wasn't with the dumb shit, and it wasn't in regards
to any interaction with them, it was just something else going

on that night or why they left that place. The video will say
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why she said it, but it was eerie that she said thing that
Antoinette had texted to Dennis minutes before she stabbed
him. But I want you to notice that.

She's hiding the fact -- she's hiding Antoinette Vereen.
She is selectively forgetting Antoinette Vereen was there.
And she's being confronted with more inconsistencies. She's
given every opportunity after being made well aware of her
rights. She's given every opportunity to explain what
happened, what are some more dynamics of the relationship, and

she continues to say that, yeah, it's all good with me and

him. Our relationship is different. You know we do this, but
it ain't that bad. 1It's all -- it's all fair in love and war.
We got each other; we're Bonnie and Clyde. She said except

Bonnie didn't kill Clyde or Bonnie didn't love Clyde, but
Bonnie and Clyde knew what every -- what each other were
doing. The defendant knew everything she did that night. She
knew everything Dennis was doing up until that moment. And
then she finally -- she finally states that she stabbed him.
She says she don't know how she stabbed him, or how she got
him, but she was swinging that knife and she got him. She's
again asked to give more detail, but that's all she has.

She said that they had poked and prodded each other
before. He buys her knives, he buys her guns. But, you fast
forward to the trial now, and now she tells the fourth story.

Maybe the fifth story depending on how you want to break it

APP'X 1013




988

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

State v. Matthews Green - 2017-GS-26-04252 824
CLOSING BY OSKIN

down. She didn't know -- he got stabbed at the gas station by
a guy when he was buying cigarettes. She stabbed him, but she
didn't know how she stabbed him. Now, she stabbed him because
he was beating at her and she's a battered woman; that's what
she's claiming.

She claims that he was -- she was going to grab her aux
cord in the car or change the volume, and then that time slams
on the breaks and throws her into the floorboard of the car,
and as we had it demonstrated here, she said that in this two-
door car with the glove box and console right there, she said
that she was face down in that car, getting attached. She was
in fear for her life. If she was in that position, in fact
getting hit -- if she's getting hit, where is she getting hit
at? Her back, her legs, not her shoulders, not the body
language she displayed after finally telling the truth that
she stabbed him in Orangeburg. Watch that video, too, and
compare that to how she was acting at the hospital again moon
walking for a cigarette. But after she told us she did it,
then it was aching and moving. And they took photos at the
hospital, at Grand Strand, no -- yeah, at Grand Strand of the
left cheek, no black eyes, no busted nose, not a busted lip.
The took more pictures in Orangeburg. It shows how that
scratch on her cheek had heeled and where it was, in fact.
There's her lip. You have to decide if that's busted or

blackened to you. I submit to you that it's obvious that it's
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not. Now, she did have most of her nails broken off, and the

nails were found mostly in the car. She gave a lot of
explanations for those nails, too. I think she something to
the effect that knocked -- two got knocked off messing around,

and so she just took the rest of them off that she could. And
then it became they all popped off when I was getting beat
fighting back.

That's a lot of inconsistencies. It's calculated
consistencies. It's stories. And what are those; they're
lies.

You heard her testify. You heard our exchange. In that
exchange, she admitted to stabbing him twice. She said a lot
of other things too. This goes to the crux of the issue,
because it's obvious from the evidence that she stabbed him,
that she meant to do it and that she was acting in malice or
acting with malice aforethought. But, then she started adding
more stuff that she had never said before when she had
opportunities to. She started talking more about their
relationship on the stand about how she was battered woman.

Keep in mind that when she gave this statement to
Orangeburg, she was fully aware that he had passed away,
completely aware, yet she still didn't tell the truth. She
didn't say anything about it then, to the extent that she did
here today or this week.

You heard testimony about her leaving and going to

APP'X 1015




990

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

State v. Matthews Green - 2017-GS-26-04252 826
CLOSING BY OSKIN

Baltimore to get away, finally having that ability. Listen to
that interview in Orangeburg, you're gonna hear her say that
at the beginning, we weren't being honest about seeing other
people. So, I'd get mad, and I'd run back home to Baltimore
and teach him a lesson. Then he'd call and say he'd got it
together. There's another explanation as to why she went to
Baltimore. It wasn't to get away from him; it was to get
even. Again, in these relationship dynamics, I won't pretend
to understand them all, but that's why she left.

And you heard testimony from her sister that she was
beaten, and everybody knew it. But you also heard that
Donnielle got in the car with her sister and her dad and drove
to down here. Who would take a vacation at a place where the
person who is beating your sister senseless all the time and
abusing her -- who would take a vacation there and put -- give
that abuser any potential chance in finding her, hurting her,
assaulting her? These are things you're gonna have to decide
and compare. Strictly based off the evidence, but important
points to make.

Donnielle said she was in Baltimore and they stayed in
touch. Baltimore is about -- no less than at least eight
hours up 95; a straight shot -- long shot, long drive,
especially i1if you get stuck in D.C. traffic, but it's a very
long ways away. Block a number, delete a Facebook, if you're

in such fear for your life from a person. You are eight to
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nine hours away, but you come back. Why did she come back?
Because Donnielle was used to dating people that made
provisions for her. That means they provided for her. She
might -- she had no intentions of working at that time. She
wasn't stuck in the house and having to listen to every demand
that Dennis had. She wasn't. She clearly stated, that was in
March of 2018, that she said that, almost a year after he
passed. Those are the type of relationships she had been in.

She stated that she's from Baltimore. Her person that
evaluated her said she had a tough upbringing, but that's not
because of her relationship with Dennis -- or it's not -- her
relation to Dennis isn't the sole reason for all that. She
had a lot puppies. She stayed back with the dogs; she had
dogs to take care of. Who would take care of the dogs if she
left every weekend with him? That's a lot to take care of.
She also stated those puppies could, you know, Jjump up on you
excited. That could be the explanation for some scratches and
bruises. She wasn't forced or confined to that house; long
story short is what I'm saying.

She knew who she dated. She chose to be with him. She
enjoyed being with him even though the relationship, again, it
had its dynamics that's not for everybody.

She texted her friend, Lafayette, and she said, we're
mean kids, you know, we do stuff to each other whether it be

verbal or physical fights. We do mean stuff to each other,
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but we get over it, and it's up to us to work it out. I'm not
sitting up here and saying that they never fussed, fight,
argued, pushed, shoved, punched each other, or that Dennis
didn't engage in that; I'm not saying that he didn't. But
what I am saying is that, the night that he was stabbed and
killed, it was done with malice by the defendant. He proved
how unexpected it was by saying Tink, you stabbed me.

You also heard some witness testimony to the relationship
and where they lived. You heard from Alethia Price, the
mother of two of his children. She stated that -- she stated
that she was never physically harmed by him. She was never --
that Alethia was never physically harmed by Dennis. She was
never physically assaulted by him, and she was never in fear
for her life around Dennis. Now, I think she did say, she
wished that Dennis was a better dad. She did say that she
wishes -- she wished that, you know, Donnielle wouldn't have
been with the kids; she wishes that he would have done more.

I think she also stated that she wished it would've been them.
But when he met Donnielle, he met her, and he chose her. That
was his new number one and Dennis was her number one, although
she still had other boyfriends, girlfriends, people that they
would bring in. They reached a point where Alethia lived with
them in the house, and again, she stated that she was not
physically assaulted or harmed in that house or in fear for

her life, nor did she see anything happen to the defendant
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that made her fear for the defendant's life or being
physically assaulted. She also said that, when she got too
close to either one of them, that the other person would be
jealous. If she was hanging around Dennis too much and the
kids and doing the white picket fence family life thing, the
defendant would get mad. If they were having too much girl
time and not hanging around him as well, he would get mad.
She was in the middle of something, and she was forced to be
in the middle of by circumstance, and she enjoyed some parts
of it too. Don't get me wrong. She -- they were sexually
involved. They were romantically involved. She might've
naively hoped that, you know, Dennis would have picked her and
the kids, but he didn't do that; he wasn't gonna do that, but
that's where she was and when she got tired of the jealousy on
both sides, and certainly felt the jealously the defendant,
she left the house. So, and before you testified there was
illusions that the reason Alethia left him was because he beat
her, he had had this pattern, and it wasn't true; you heard it
from Alethia herself.

Ladies and gentlemen, the facts of this case as they
apply to the law, prove that she is not a battered spouse.
The testimony that proved that came from the defendant. It
was inconsistent. She told lie after lie after lie after lie.
And after almost four years, she finally told a story that's

plausible according to their expert, as to how it happened.
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If T could kill him and bring him back to life, he would be
dying five times a week. Said in jest, but it became too

real. You've seen all the testimony. There's no doubt she
said them and there's no doubt that she did that in the car

minutes after sending a text to her father about how upset she

was. He was showing off for another woman, showing off,
embarrassed her, and made her jealous. She told that same
woman that they looked better together and they —-- she

shouldn't have even married him; Dennis should just leave her
right now and marry Antoinette. Again, Antoinette's
credibility proven by the text message. She punched him
minutes before she sent that to her dad at 5:06.

The defendant wants you to believe that she stabbed him
because he was beating her. I want you to look at the photos
of this car that was searched. There's a lot there. You saw
Mr. Spratlin and Mr. Wilson counting through it. There was a
lot of cars -- a lot of pictures of that car and how it was
processed. I want you to look at it. Does that car look like
a place where a vicious beating occurred? 1Is there a broken
shifter; is the radio busted; is there blood in the car from
her face hit it allegedly and threw her into the seat? How
could you even be face down, grab a knife from the cup holder,
stab the guy, while you're getting pounded and plummeted? How
can that happen? Evidence from those photos, I submit to you

will show you that it can't. Did she grab that knife as she
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was getting pulled into the front with her face down? Was it
like the matrix? No broken cup holder? Again, the Denny's
video moments prior, the text from Antoinette do not lie about
the motive, unlike some other witnesses.

Again, why would she lie about Antoinette being there?
Because Antoinette knew the truth. That punch was out of

jealousy because of her anger, and she showed it to Dennis

that night. The defendant's statements -- she knows the gig
is up in Orangeburg. She knows that. She knows they knows --
they know -- she knows that they know she did it, and she

keeps on lying. She finally admits to stabbing him. She
tells them a version that doesn't line up with the events.

So, now, four years later, which is a long time, she's came up
with a story that's plausible with her evidence.

Ladies and gentlemen, I submit to you the truth is not in
it for the defendant, not then, not four weeks ago when she
met Dr. Danso, and not yesterday. The truth isn't being told
because the truth is she was angry, she was upset, she was
gonna lose the man that was providing for her because he
looked better with Antoinette, and they had feelings for each
other that really didn't involve the defendant as far as
Antoinette was concerned. This is obviously malice because it
was raised, it stemmed from jealousy, anger, hatred, and ill
will, and she stabbed him twice.

Interesting way, again like I said earlier, is the aches
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and pains that she tells Detective Lynch she hurts all day,
but the day before she's moving fine. She was not beaten that
night. She was not abused by Dennis. Her nails did not break
off because he's beating her senseless. She had some marks on
her, but I submit to you that scratch -- look at Dennis'
hands. Does he have any nails? Did he have a defensive wound
on his thumb? Could he have been driving a car and trying to
bat away a knife? Would that have scratched someone's face
when they're in close proximity to you stabbing you? Could
that have been where that came from? The officers didn't see
that at Seacoast.

Let's talk about our expert witness, the expert on
battered spouse syndrome. I know -- I know that battered
spouse syndrome is a thing. It's not a diagnosis, but it
exists. I will not belittle that. I will not belittle women
that go through that, sometimes men, but I will not belittle
the women that go through that. But I am telling you that the
evidence proves that that's not the defendant. Their expert
said it best. It was her job -- it wasn't her job to
diagnose; it wasn't her job to verify. She said she didn't
talk to anyone other than the defendant. She only looked at
statements from the defendant. She only relied on statements
from the defendant. A defendant who has been proven and who
has admitted to telling multiple lies, and the way that

compares to the battered spouse syndrome is an objective test
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she took and administered by her own psychologist, by their
own expert show that she's malingering, faking bad. She also
said that it was okay because still you have to rely on what
the defendant said. She was doing her job with what she had.
She was doing the best that she could. But the objective test
proved that she exaggerated and that she was faking.

The Defendant's other expert crime scene inferred the
defendant came up with a plausible story after four years
looking at the evidence. He also said that it was plausible
that her nails were broken off because of the rage that she
had, that the knife could've been longer, or the rage that she
had in grabbing the knife. He also said her hand could be
bruised from grabbing the knife so hard as she was stabbing
Dennis.

Her little sister did the best she could, but beating her
four times, every time they go out, and having these body
slams in proportion to the times they go out, it just didn't
line up. I know she said she never lied, but Mr. Spratlin had
her in a situation where two of the three things couldn't have
been true, but she held firm that they were all true, that she
didn't lie. But, maybe she didn't remember lying. And if you
never remember lying, then sure, you never lied.

She also told you an eerily similar statement. She said
that Dennis had beat her in the car, and this was the first

time we heard any of that. He had beat her in the car, and
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then she had to call her dad. Sound familiar?

Ladies and gentlemen, it's time for you to take in
everything. Murder is the intentional killing of another with
malice aforethought. Malice is an i1l will, displayed
hostility towards another, anger, depraved heart, wicked
spirit. Jealous rage could lead to ill will. You can
demonstrate ill will by the messages sent at 5:06 to her dad
that she wanted his ass beat. Earlier she said that she was
gonna have to kill. Months earlier, she was saying she was
not scared of him, and that if she could, she'd kill him and
bring him back to life. She can't bring him back to life.

The evidence is gonna make her be accountable for her actions.

I suspect you'll have to decide -- malice is the biggest
thing you will have to decide. What happened in that car,
only Donnielle and Dennis know, and only one of them is here
to tell about it. She stated that there was a fight in that
car. I submit to you, she started it and she damned sure
ended it.

Is that the heat of passion? Is that sufficient legal
provocation? Potentially. Bur, if you add malice, you have
murder. If you have malice, you have murder. You can get
those elements confused, but if the circumstances can show
that once you have malice, you have murder.

She did not act in self-defense. She provoked, attacked.

Even her own expert said punching your abuser would be taking
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it a little bit too far. Battered spouse syndrome or self-
defense would say that the abuser was doing the act, started
the act, initiated an act that would give the defendant no
othe