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6. "Ineffective assistance of trial counsel for failing to notice defendant of waiver
of preliminary hearing and future preliminary hearings requested by
defendant."

7. "Defendant was denied due process to [sic] fair opportunity of defense."

8. "Defendant didn't have knowledge of being impeach[ sic] by convictions to
oppose and having fair opportunity to contest the use of such evidence."

9. "Defendant didn't have knowledge of plea offer by solicitor Paul M. Fata for 5
years non-violent unto[sic] after sentenced in absentia and placed in
department of corrections."

10. "Defendant didn't have counsel upon the opening and reading of seal [sic]
sentencing on date 9-4-18 to represent him and request appeal or/and
reconsideration on sentencing on defendant[ sic] behalf as well as disposition
sentencing sheet for date 7-10-18 shows no proof of defendant or attorney for
defendant was present for this hearing dated 7-10-18 which defendant was
sentence[sic] in absentia."

App. 98-109; App. 172-173. The State filed a return and partial motion to dismiss dated 

July 18, 2019. App. 110-120. No amended PCR application was ever filed. An evidentiary 

hearing was convened before the Honorable Diane S. Goodstein via WebEx on November 17, 

2021. Petitioner was represented by Timothy Griffin. The State was represented by Lillian 

Meadows. App. 121; App 127, IL 1-15. 

At the hearing, Petitioner's sister, Nyeisha Miller, testified that she knew something was 

not right with Petitioner during the time his charges were pending because he was always 

wearing the same clothes. Petitioner would stay with her some nights but was always gone in the 

morning, and she did not know where he went. She testified that she let Petitioner stay with her 

on occasion and that she did not think he had a place of his own during that time. App. 128, I. 1-

App. 129, I. 13. 

Petitioner testified that he had been living with his co-defendant but had to move out and 

subsequently did not have a place to stay. He stayed with various people but did not have a 

permanent address where he could have his mail forwarded. He also stated that his phone was in 
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