
From: Lee Weiland
To: Court Of Appeals Filings
Cc: Joshua Evans; kbattle@battlelawsc.com; Mike Battle; Andrew Lindemann; jennifer@ldh-law.com;

lthomas@richardsonplowden.com; ljennelle@richardsonplowden.com; Sohayla Townes; Jennifer Zambriczki;
Justin Lucey

Subject: Appellate Case No. 2023-001454 Christmas v. County of Georgetown // Appellant"s Motion To Stay Briefing
Pending Editing of Transcript

Date: Wednesday, February 28, 2024 5:04:47 PM
Attachments: 20240228 Appellant Motion to Stay Briefing Pending Editing of Transcript.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good afternoon,
 
Please find attached for filing Appellant’s Motion to Stay Briefing Pending Editing of
Transcript for the above-referenced matter.
 
Thank you,
Lee
 
Lee Weiland
Senior Paralegal
Justin O’Toole Lucey, P.A.
Direct: (912) 228-8427
www.lucey-law.com
 
From: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2024 10:38 AM
To: Justin Lucey <jlucey@lucey-law.com>; Todd, Sallie B. <sbtodd@sccourts.org>; Court Of Appeals
Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>; Lee Weiland <lweiland@lucey-law.com>; Transcripts
<transcripts@sccourts.org>
Cc: Joshua Evans <jevans@lucey-law.com>; kbattle@battlelawsc.com; Mike Battle
<mbattle@battlelawsc.com>; Andrew Lindemann <andrew@ldh-law.com>; jennifer@ldh-law.com;
lthomas@richardsonplowden.com; ljennelle@richardsonplowden.com; Sohayla Townes
<stownes@lucey-law.com>; Lynn@clarkbolen.com; Jennifer Zambriczki <jzambriczki@lucey-
law.com>
Subject: RE: Appellate Case No. 2023-001454 Christmas v. County of Georgetown // Trial Transcript
Preservation and Correction Request
 
Dear Counsel:
 
The Court has received your filing. A stamped copy is attached for your records.
 
Thank you.
 
From: Justin Lucey <jlucey@lucey-law.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2024 10:37 AM
To: Todd, Sallie B. <sbtodd@sccourts.org>; Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>; Lee
Weiland <lweiland@lucey-law.com>; Transcripts <transcripts@sccourts.org>
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In The Court of Appeals 


   
APPEAL FROM GEORGETOWN COUNTY 


Court of Common Pleas 
 


The Honorable B. Alex Hyman 
   


 
Case No. 2020-CP-22-00356 


Appellate Case No. 2023-001454 
   


 
Ron Christmas, Appellant, 


 
v. 


 
County of Georgetown; City of Georgetown; and South Carolina Department of Transportation,  
Respondents. 


   
 


APPELLANT’S MOTION TO STAY BRIEFING  
PENDING EDITING OF TRANSCRIPT 


   
 


COMES NOW, Appellant Ron Christmas (“Appellant”) and moves this Court for an Order 


staying his briefing for thirty (30) days while the trial transcript is edited to eliminate alleged 


material errors. Appellant’s Initial Brief and related materials are presently due March 14, 2024; 


the revised due date would be Monday, April 15, 2024. 


            After numerous transcript extensions, during which portions of the transcription were 


apparently subcontracted out to a Court Reporter who was not present in the Courtroom for the 


trial proceedings, Appellant received the transcript on or about February 13, 2024.  


            Over the ensuing week to ten days, Appellant’s counsel observed that the speaker was 


misidentified in various places in the transcript and that there appeared to be other areas where 


missing words detracted from the substance of the transcript. Appellant attempted to contract for 


an expert third-party reporter to review the transcript and tapes, but the Court Reporter refused to 
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transfer the tapes without a Court Order (even though she had subcontracted parts of the transcript 


to a third-party court reporter). 


            In the interest of time, Appellant submitted a preliminary list of apparent errors to the Court 


Reporter, while Appellant has commenced the effort to review the rest of the transcript for errors 


(there are four days of trial transcripts). As Appellant is still working his way through the transcript 


checking for accuracy, and it is unknown what will result in the corrections expected to be received 


next week (and it is unknown if the source(s) of the alleged errors is/are poor tape quality, original 


stenography, and/or later transcription), Appellant is not able to decide yet whether to rely upon 


the Court Reporter’s corrections or to move for the use of a third-party expert Court Reporter to 


vet the entire transcript.              


Therefore, Appellant moves this Court for an Order staying his briefing for thirty days 


while the transcript is edited to eliminate material errors, or a motion is made for third-party edits. 


Appellant’s Initial Brief and related materials are presently due on March 14, 2024; the revised 


due date would be Monday, April 15, 2024. Appellant requests that this motion be without 


prejudice to Appellant’s ability to file a subsequent motion based upon the outcome of the 


foregoing exercise and without prejudice to the Court’s standard briefing extensions for attorney 


workload. 


 Appellant affirms that he has consulted with opposing counsel on this extension and two 


have consented and one was unavailable.  


-SIGNATURE ON FOLLOWING PAGE- 
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Respectfully submitted, 


JUSTIN O’TOOLE LUCEY, P.A. 


 /s/Justin Lucey 
Justin O’Toole Lucey (S.C. Bar No. 15438) 
Joshua F. Evans (S.C Bar No. 77448) 
Sohayla R. Townes (S.C. Bar No. 102814) 
415 Mill Street 
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464 
Attorneys for Appellant 


February 28, 2024 
Charleston, South Carolina 
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In The Court of Appeals 


   
APPEAL FROM GEORGETOWN COUNTY 


Court of Common Pleas 
 


The Honorable B. Alex Hyman 
   


 
Case No. 2020-CP-22-00356 


Appellate Case No. 2023-001454 
   


Ron Christmas, Appellant, 
 


v. 
 


County of Georgetown; City of Georgetown; and South Carolina Department of Transportation,  
Respondents. 


   
 


PROOF OF SERVICE 
   


 
I certify that I have served the APPELLANT’S MOTION TO STAY BRIEFING 


PENDING EDITING OF TRANSCRIPT via electronic filing with the Georgetown County on 


the following counsel of record using the primary email addresses and listed in the Attorney 


Information System on February 28, 2024:  


Counsel of Record 
M. Kirk Battle, Esq. 
Michael W. Battle, Esq. 
Battle Law Firm, LLC 
P.O. Box 530 
Conway, SC 29528 
kbattle@battlelawsc.com 
mbattle@battlelawsc.com  
Attorneys for County of Georgetown 
 
Andrew F. Lindemann, Esq. 
Lindemann Law Firm, P.A. 
P.O. Box 6923 
Columbia, SC 29260 
andrew@ldlawsc.com 
Attorney for City of Georgetown 
 



mailto:kbattle@battlelawsc.com

mailto:mbattle@battlelawsc.com

mailto:andrew@ldlawsc.com
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Lisa A. Thomas, Esq. 
Carmen V. Ganjehsani, Esq. 
Richardson Plowden 
Office: 2103 Farlow Street  
Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 3646  
Myrtle Beach, SC 29578 
lthomas@richardsonplowden.com 
cganjehsani@richardsonplowden.com 
Attorneys for South Carolina Department of Transportation 
 


JUSTIN O’TOOLE LUCEY, P.A. 


 s/Justin Lucey 
Justin O’Toole Lucey (S.C. Bar No. 15438) 
Joshua F. Evans (S.C Bar No. 77448) 
Sohayla R. Townes (S.C. Bar No. 102814) 
415 Mill Street 
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464 
Attorneys for Appellant 


February 28, 2024 
Charleston, South Carolina 


 



mailto:lthomas@richardsonplowden.com

mailto:cganjehsani@richardsonplowden.com





Cc: Joshua Evans <jevans@lucey-law.com>; kbattle@battlelawsc.com; Mike Battle
<mbattle@battlelawsc.com>; Andrew Lindemann <andrew@ldh-law.com>; jennifer@ldh-law.com;
lthomas@richardsonplowden.com; ljennelle@richardsonplowden.com; Sohayla Townes
<stownes@lucey-law.com>; Lynn@clarkbolen.com; Jennifer Zambriczki <jzambriczki@lucey-
law.com>; Justin Lucey <jlucey@lucey-law.com>
Subject: RE: Appellate Case No. 2023-001454 Christmas v. County of Georgetown // Trial Transcript
Preservation and Correction Request
 

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please exercise
caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Ms. Todd,
 
Attached please find various transcript excerpts where the speakers appear to be mis identified
or words appear to be missing.
 
At this time, we have only gotten through several sections of the transcript, and will continue
working our way though it to see if there are other areas of concern.
 
Please advise when you will have an opportunity to check these areas and when we should
expect to hear from you.
 
Justin Lucey
 
 
From: Todd, Sallie B. <sbtodd@sccourts.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2024 10:09 AM
To: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>; Lee Weiland <lweiland@lucey-law.com>;
Transcripts <transcripts@sccourts.org>
Cc: Justin Lucey <jlucey@lucey-law.com>; Joshua Evans <jevans@lucey-law.com>;
kbattle@battlelawsc.com; Mike Battle <mbattle@battlelawsc.com>; Andrew Lindemann
<andrew@ldh-law.com>; jennifer@ldh-law.com; lthomas@richardsonplowden.com;
ljennelle@richardsonplowden.com; Sohayla Townes <stownes@lucey-law.com>;
Lynn@clarkbolen.com; Jennifer Zambriczki <jzambriczki@lucey-law.com>
Subject: Re: Appellate Case No. 2023-001454 Christmas v. County of Georgetown // Trial Transcript
Preservation and Correction Request
 
Please find the attached letter dated 2/27/2024 in response to the letter from Mr.
Lucey dated 2/23/2024.
 
If you need anything further from me, please let me know.
 
Thanks,
Sallie Beth Todd

From: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>
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Sent: Friday, February 23, 2024 1:45 PM
To: Lee Weiland <lweiland@lucey-law.com>; Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>;
Todd, Sallie B. <sbtodd@sccourts.org>; Transcripts <transcripts@sccourts.org>
Cc: Justin Lucey <jlucey@lucey-law.com>; Joshua Evans <jevans@lucey-law.com>;
kbattle@battlelawsc.com <kbattle@battlelawsc.com>; Mike Battle <mbattle@battlelawsc.com>;
Andrew Lindemann <andrew@ldh-law.com>; jennifer@ldh-law.com <jennifer@ldh-law.com>;
lthomas@richardsonplowden.com <lthomas@richardsonplowden.com>;
ljennelle@richardsonplowden.com <ljennelle@richardsonplowden.com>; Sohayla Townes
<stownes@lucey-law.com>; Lynn@clarkbolen.com <Lynn@clarkbolen.com>; Jennifer Zambriczki
<jzambriczki@lucey-law.com>
Subject: RE: Appellate Case No. 2023-001454 Christmas v. County of Georgetown // Trial Transcript
Preservation and Correction Request
 
Dear Counsel:
 
The Court has received your filing. A stamped copy is attached for your records.
 
Thank you.
 
From: Lee Weiland <lweiland@lucey-law.com> 
Sent: Friday, February 23, 2024 1:44 PM
To: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>; Todd, Sallie B. <sbtodd@sccourts.org>;
Transcripts <transcripts@sccourts.org>
Cc: Justin Lucey <jlucey@lucey-law.com>; Joshua Evans <jevans@lucey-law.com>;
kbattle@battlelawsc.com; mbattle@battlelawsc.com; andrew@ldh-law.com; jennifer@ldh-law.com;
lthomas@richardsonplowden.com; ljennelle@richardsonplowden.com; Sohayla Townes
<stownes@lucey-law.com>; Lynn@clarkbolen.com; Jennifer Zambriczki <jzambriczki@lucey-
law.com>
Subject: Appellate Case No. 2023-001454 Christmas v. County of Georgetown // Trial Transcript
Preservation and Correction Request
 

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please exercise
caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Dear Ms. Todd:
 
Good afternoon. Please find attached correspondence sent on behalf of Justin Lucey
concerning the above-referenced matter.
 
Thank you,
Lee
 
Lee Weiland
Senior Paralegal
Justin O’Toole Lucey, P.A.
Direct: (912) 228-8427
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/64ee6eb3/pc8d2scayEiLO9miPhZytA?u=http://www.lucey-law.com/
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From: Lee Weiland 
Sent: Thursday, February 15, 2024 1:59 PM
To: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>; Todd, Sallie B. <sbtodd@sccourts.org>;
transcripts@sccourts.org
Cc: Justin Lucey <jlucey@lucey-law.com>; Joshua Evans <jevans@lucey-law.com>;
kbattle@battlelawsc.com; mbattle@battlelawsc.com; andrew@ldh-law.com; jennifer@ldh-law.com;
lthomas@richardsonplowden.com; ljennelle@richardsonplowden.com; Sohayla Townes
<stownes@lucey-law.com>
Subject: Appellate Case No. 2023-001454 Christmas v. County of Georgetown // Trial Transcript
Preservation and Correction Request
 
Dear Ms. Todd:
 
Good afternoon. Thank you for the delivery of the trial transcript regarding the above-
referenced case. After review, we have noticed several transcription issues. Therefore, we
request a time to listen to the tapes and that all tapes be preserved until further notice.
 
We look forward to hearing from you and/or the Court on how to proceed with correcting
the transcript.
 
Sincerely,
Lee
 
Lee Weiland
Senior Paralegal
Justin O’Toole Lucey, P.A.
Direct: (912) 228-8427
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/64ee6eb3/pc8d2scayEiLO9miPhZytA?u=http://www.lucey-law.com/
 
From: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 14, 2024 9:32 AM
To: Lee Weiland <lweiland@lucey-law.com>; Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>
Cc: Justin Lucey <jlucey@lucey-law.com>; Joshua Evans <jevans@lucey-law.com>;
kbattle@battlelawsc.com; mbattle@battlelawsc.com; andrew@ldh-law.com; jennifer@ldh-law.com;
lthomas@richardsonplowden.com; ljennelle@richardsonplowden.com
Subject: RE: Appellate Case No. 2023-001454 Christmas v. County of Georgetown // Trial Transcript
Received
 
Dear Counsel:
 
The Court has received your filing. A stamped copy is attached for your records.
 
Thank you.
 
From: Lee Weiland <lweiland@lucey-law.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 14, 2024 9:27 AM
To: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>
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Cc: Justin Lucey <jlucey@lucey-law.com>; Lee Weiland <lweiland@lucey-law.com>; Joshua Evans
<jevans@lucey-law.com>; kbattle@battlelawsc.com; mbattle@battlelawsc.com; andrew@ldh-
law.com; jennifer@ldh-law.com; lthomas@richardsonplowden.com;
ljennelle@richardsonplowden.com
Subject: Appellate Case No. 2023-001454 Christmas v. County of Georgetown // Trial Transcript
Received
 

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please exercise
caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good morning,
 
Please find attached for filing the trial transcript and certification served upon us last night
via email from the Trial Court Reporter Sallie Todd.
 
Thank you,
Lee
 
Lee Weiland
Senior Paralegal
Justin O’Toole Lucey, P.A.
Direct: (912) 228-8427
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/66c32a3b/TJFMH6dWrU2QtWCnxKL43g?u=http://www.lucey-
law.com/
 
From: Todd, Sallie B. <sbtodd@sccourts.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2024 7:22 PM
To: Joshua Evans <jevans@lucey-law.com>; Lee Weiland <lweiland@lucey-law.com>
Subject: Christmas vs Georgetown
 
Please find attached the Christmas vs Georgetown trial transcript, along with the
Certificate Page and Invoice for the same.
 
If you need anything else, please let me know.  Again, I am sorry for the delay with
this one.
 
Thanks,
 
Sallie Beth Todd
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