
 
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

In The Court of Appeals 
________ 

 
APPEAL FROM DORCHESTER COUNTY 

Court of Common Pleas 
 

Franklin J. Smith, Jr., Special Referee  
_________  

 
 Case No. 2021-CP-18-02238 
 _________ 
 
Virginia B. Crum, Elizabeth 
Crum-Huffman, Fred Crum, 
Sr., Mattie Middlebrooks, Lula 
Bryant, Wilhemenia King, 
Juanita Hill, and Hazel Parson-
Starks  

  
 
 
 
 
Appellants, 

   

 
 v. 
 
Dorchester County, Ashley 
River Lumber Company, Inc., 
and Joe Henry Branton, Sr.,  

 Respondents. 

__________ 
 

NOTICE OF APPEAL 
_________ 

 
Virginia B. Crum, Elizabeth Crum-Huffman, Fred Crum, Sr., Mattie Middlebrooks, Lula 

Bryant, Wilhemenia King, Juanita Hill, and Hazel Parson-Starks appeal the Final Order of the Special 
Referee Franklin J. Smith, Jr. dated February 2, 2024.  Appellants received written notice of the Final 
Order by electronic notice on February 2, 2024.  

 
 
February 29, 2024   /s/ W. Andrew Gowder, Jr.     
   W. Andrew Gowder, Jr.  

1629 Meeting Street, Suite A 
Charleston, SC 29405 
(843) 727-0060 
andy@austengowder.com  

        
       Counsel for Appellants 
 
      

Feb 29 2024



Other Counsel of Record: 
 
John Frampton  
Dorchester County Attorney 
201 Johnston St 
St. George, SC 29477 
(843)832-0097 
jframpton@dorchestercountysc.gov 
 
Counsel for Respondent Dorchester County 
 
E. Brandon Gaskins  
Moore & Van Allen PLLC 
78 Wentworth St 
P.O. Box 22828 
Charleston, SC 29413 
(843)579-7000 
brandongaskins@mvalaw.com  
 
Counsel for Respondents Ashley River Lumber Company, Inc. and Joe Henry Branton, Sr.  
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_________  
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 _________ 
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Crum-Huffman, Fred Crum, 
Sr., Mattie Middlebrooks, Lula 
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Dorchester County, Ashley 
River Lumber Company, Inc., 
and Joe Henry Branton, Sr.,  

 Respondents. 

_________ 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  
_________ 

 
The undersigned hereby certifies that a true copy of the Notice of Appeal in the above 

referenced case has been served upon the following by emailing a digital this 29th day of February, 

2024 to: 

John Frampton  
Dorchester County Attorney 
201 Johnston St 
St. George, SC 29477 
(843)832-0097 
jframpton@dorchestercountysc.gov 
 
Counsel for Respondent Dorchester County 

 
E. Brandon Gaskins  
Moore & Van Allen PLLC 

Feb 29 2024



78 Wentworth St 
P.O. Box 22828 
Charleston, SC 29413 
(843)579-7000 
brandongaskins@mvalaw.com  
 
Counsel for Respondents Ashley River Lumber Company, Inc. and Joe Henry Branton, Sr.  

 
 

        
 s./Bailey L. Pope    

  Bailey L. Pope 
      Assistant to W. Andrew Gowder, Jr. 
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