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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good afternoon,
 
Please find attached the Notice of Appeal, the Order Granting Plaintiff Vernon Graham’s
Motion for Summary Judgment and Proof of Service for filing in the above matter.   A check
for the filing fee in the amount of $250.00 will be mailed to the Court today.    By copy of
this email to counsel for Mr. Graham, we are providing them with a copy of the Notice of
Appeal.     Please advise if you have any questions.  Thank you for your assistance in this
matter. 

Joyce K. Linker 
Senior Paralegal
 
Direct: 803.255.0420
Main: 803.256.2660
Fax: 803.771.4484
Vcard: download vcard
Web: www.collinsandlacy.com

1330 Lady Street, 6th Floor
Columbia, SC 29201

Confidentiality Note: The preceding email message may be confidential or protected by the attorney-client
privilege. It is not intended for transmission to, or receipt by, any unauthorized persons. If you have received this
message in error, please (i) do not read it, (ii) reply to the sender that you received the message in error, and (iii)
erase or destroy the message. Legal advice contained in the preceding message is solely for the benefit of the
Collins and Lacy, P. C. client(s) represented by the Firm in the particular matter that is the subject of this message,
and may not be relied upon by any other party. 

In light of the Amended Order of the S.C. Supreme Court effective February 4, 2022 (Order 2020-04-03-01), we
will be serving discovery via e-mail only.
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  


In the Court of Appeals 


________________ 


 


APPEAL FROM LEXINGTON COUNTY  


Court of Common Pleas  


 


Courtney Clyburn Pope, Circuit Court Judge  


__________________ 


 


Case No. 2021-CP-32-04056 


________________ 


 


Vernon R. Graham,       Respondent,  


 


v.  


 


Carolina Tractor & Equipment Company, Inc.1  


and Lonnie D. Gates,       Appellant.  


__________________ 


 


NOTICE OF APPEAL  


___________________ 


 


Carolina Tractor & Equipment Company, Inc. appeals the Order of the 


Honorable Courtney Clyburn Pope dated February 8, 2024, granting 


Vernon R. Graham’s Motion for Summary Judgment.  Appellant received 


written notice of entry of this Order on February 8, 2024. 


 


 


 
1 Defendant Carolina Tractor & Equipment Company, Inc. (“Defendant”) was 


improperly identified in Plaintiff’s Complaint filed on December 16, 2021. At such 


time, Defendant’s proper name was Carolina Tractor & Equipment Company. 


Presently, Defendant’s proper name is Carolina 1926 LLC.  







       Respectfully submitted,  


       COLLINS & LACY, P.C. 


 


 


       s/Henry D. McMaster, Jr. _ 


CHRISTIAN STEGMAIER 


SC Bar No.: 68648 


cstegmaier@collinsandlacy.com   


MOLLY FLYNN 


SC Bar No.: 100927 


mflynn@collinsandlacy.com  


HENRY D. MCMASTER, JR. 


SC Bar No.: 103232 


hmcmaster@collinsandlacy.com  


Post Office Box 12487 


Columbia, SC  29211  


803.256.2660 (voice) 


803.771.4484 (fax) 


803.771.4484 (fax) 


 


ATTORNEYS FOR 


APPELLANT CAROLINA 


TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT 


COMPANY, INC. 


 


Lexington, South Carolina 


March 8, 2024 
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Other Counsel of Record:  


 


W. HUGH MCANGUS, JR.  


SC Bar No.: 74941 


hugh@scclg.com  


824 Meeting Street  


West Columbia, SC   291969 


803.881.1110 (voice) 


803.661.6055 (fax)  


 


KELLY R. LEDDY 


SC Bar No.: 103257 


kelley@salleylawfirm.com  


Sally Law Firm  


129 East Main Street 


Lexington, SC  29072 


803.356.5000 (voice) 


803.356-1439 (fax)  


 


ATTORNEYS FOR  


RESPONDEAT VERNON  


R. GRAHAM  
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  


In the Court of Appeals 


________________ 


 


APPEAL FROM LEXINGTON COUNTY  


Court of Common Pleas  


 


Courtney Clyburn Pope, Circuit Court Judge  


__________________ 


 


Case No. 2021-CP-32-04056 


___________________ 


 


Vernon R. Graham,       Respondent,  


 


v.  


 


Carolina Tractor & Equipment Company, Inc.  


and Lonnie D. Gates,       Appellant.   


 


___________________ 


 


PROOF OF SERVICE  


___________________ 


 


 


 I certify that I filed and served the Notice of Appeal along with the 


Order granting Vernon R. Graham’s Motion for Summary Judgment on 


the below date by e-mailing a copy to the S.C. Court of Appeals at 


ctappfilings@sccourts.org, to W. Hugh McAngus at hugh@scclg.com 


and Kelly R. Leddy at kelley@salleylawfirm.com.  I have also e-filed a 


copy of the Notice of Appeal with the Lexington County Clerk of Court.  


This method of service and filing is based upon Rule 262 and the Supreme 
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Court’s Order dated May 6, 2022. 


 


 


       COLLINS & LACY, P.C. 


 


       s/Henry D. McMaster, Jr. _ 


CHRISTIAN STEGMAIER 


SC Bar No.: 68648 


cstegmaier@collinsandlacy.com   


MOLLY FLYNN 


SC Bar No.: 100927 


mflynn@collinsandlacy.com  


HENRY D. MCMASTER, JR. 


SC Bar No.: 103232 


hmcmaster@collinsandlacy.com  


Post Office Box 12487 


Columbia, SC  29211  


803.256.2660 (voice) 


803.771.4484 (fax) 


803.771.4484 (fax) 


 


ATTORNEYS FOR 


APPELLANT CAROLINA 


TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT 


COMPANY, INC. 


 


 


Lexington, South Carolina  


March 8, 2024 
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 ESTATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


COUNTY OF LEXINGTON 


 


Vernon R. Graham, 


              Plaintiff, 


 


          IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 


          CIVIL ACTION NO.:  2021CP3204056 


 


 


     vs. ORDER GRANTING PLAINTIFF’S MOTION 


FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT 


 


Carolina Tractor & Equipment 


Company, Inc. and Lonnie D. Gates, 


 


   Defendants. 


 


 


 In this commercial motor vehicle negligence action, this matter is before the Court on 


Plaintiff’s Motion for Summary Judgment as to his First and Second Causes of Action.  Plaintiff 


argues that there are no genuine issues of material fact regarding Defendant Gates’ negligence in 


causing the collision that is the subject of this litigation and that Defendant Carolina Tractor & 


Equipment Company, Inc. is vicariously liable for Gates’ negligence under the doctrine of 


respondeat superior.  Both parties have submitted briefs and the Court conducted a hearing.   


Having considered the Plaintiff’s Motion, the parties’ briefs, and hearing the arguments of counsel, 


the Court GRANTS Plaintiff’s motion and grants Summary Judgment as to Plaintiff’s First and 


Second Causes of Action.  There are no genuine issues of material fact as to Defendant Gates’ 


negligence or Defendant Carolina Tractor & Equipment Company, Inc’s vicarious liability and 


Plaintiff is entitled to judgment as a matter of law. 


 THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED, ADJUGED AND DECREED that Plaintiff’s Motion 


for Summary Judgment is granted as to his First and Second Causes of Action.   


 IT IS SO ORDERED.  
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Lexington Common Pleas


Case Caption: Vernon R. Graham VS   Carolina Tractor & Equipment Company, Inc.
, defendant, et al


Case Number: 2021CP3204056


Type: Order/Summary Judgment


So Ordered


The Honorable Courtney Clyburn Pope


Electronically signed on 2024-02-08 09:38:18     page 2 of 2
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