
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE COURT OF APPEALS 

Appeal from Orangeburg County 

Honorable Heath P. Taylor, Circuit Court Judge 

THE STATE, 

RESPONDENT, 

V. 

RYAN EDWARD STEVENS, 

APPELLANT 

APPELLATE CASE NO. 2023-001610 

ANDERS BRIEF OF APPELLANT 

KATHRINE H. HUDGINS 
Appellate Defender 

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense 
Division of Appellate Defense 
PO Box 11589 
Columbia, SC 29211-1589 
(803) 734-1330

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT 

Mar 08 2024



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ................................................................................................................. i 

TABLE OF AUTHORITIES .......................................................................................................... ii 

STATEMENT OF ISSUE ON APPEAL. ........................................................................................ l 

STATEMENT OF THE CASE ........................................................................................................ 2 

STANDARD OF REVIEW ............................................................................................................ .3 

ARGUMENT 

The probation revocation judge abused his discretion in 
revoking probation without a sufficient evidentiary basis . ............................... .4

CONCLUSION ................................................................................................................................ 7 

PETITION TO BE RELIEVED AS COUNSEL ............................................................................. 8 



TABLE OF AUTHORITIES 

Cases 

State v. Clough, 220 S.C. 390, 68 S.E.2d 329 (1951) ..................................................................... 6 

State v. Hamilton, 333 S.C. 642,511 S.E.2d 94 (Ct.App.1999) ................................................. 3, 5 

State v. McCray. 222 S.C. 391, 73 S.E.2d 1 (1952) ....................................................................... 5 

State v. Miller, 122 S.C. 468, 115 S.E. 742 (1923) ........................................................................ 5 

State v. Pauling. 371 S.C. 435, 639 S.E.2d 680 (Ct. App. 2006) ............................................... 3, 6 

State v. Proctor, 345 S.C. 299,546 S.E.2d 673 (Ct.App.2001) ...................................................... 3 

State v. White, 218 S.C. 130, 61 S.E.2d 754 (l 950) ....................................................................... 5 

State v. Williamson, 356 S.C. 507, 589 S.E.2d 787 (Ct. App. 2003) ......................................... 5, 6 

ii 





STATEMENT OF THE CASE 

On March 24, 2023, Appellant, Ryan E. Stevens, appeared before the Honorable Heath P. 

Taylor and pled guilty to domestic violence third degree, indictment #2020-GS-38-01327, and 

domestic violence second degree, indictment#2023-GS-32-01558. (R. pp. 1-2; 5-6). Judge Taylor 

sentenced Appellant to ninety (90) days provided upon the service of one (1) day the balance is 

suspended with two (2) years of probation for domestic violence third offense and three (3) years 

provided upon the service of two (2) days the balance is suspended with (2) years of probation for 

domestic violence second degree. (R. p. 3, p. 7). On June 27, 2023, during an administrative 

hearing, Appellant was found to have violated the conditions of his probation. (Summary of 

Administrative Hearing R. pp. 12-14). 

On October 2, 2023, Appellant appeared before the Honorable Heath P. Taylor for a 

probation violation hearing. R. Douglas Mellard represented Appellant at the hearing. Agent 

Marie Brewer appeared on behalf of the Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services. 

Judge Taylor revoked Appellant's probation in full on both cases. (Orders revoking probation R. 

pp. 26-27). A timely notice of intent to appeal was served on October 3, 2023. This appeal follows. 
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