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show us this tower sector and this is where the sector --
the range of coverage in that sector.

Q Does T-Mcbile assign any level of confidence to their
call detail recorxds?

A No.

Q Now, you testified during —-- when we were going over
those images that there's a distinction between what's
depicted in those images as perfect circles and what I
believe you célled balloon shapes.

A Sure. Yes.

Q Can you describe for the jury, again, the difference
between those two images that are depicted in State's
Exhibit 257

L The balloon is going to be the call detalil records,
the tower sector that it's hitting on. The exact circle
is the advanced timing records.

Q And is that red-colored area a depiction of the range

of the tower that 1is being utilized?

A On the balloon-shape figure?

Q Yes, sir.

A Yes, yes.

Q Perhaps it seems like a foolish question, but is it

possible for a cell phone to utilize a tower outside of
the tower's range?

A No.
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MS. OWENS: I don't have any additional gquestions.

THE COURT: All right. Thank you. You may step
down.

MS. MUNSON: This might be a good time for a short
break, Your Honor, because the next witness might be a
little lengthy.

THE COURT: All right. Ladies and gentlemen, we're
going to take a short-break, S0 go to your jury room. Do
not discuss the case. We'll bring you out in just a few
minutes.

(WHEREUPON, the jury exits the courtroom at 3:03 PM.)

THE COURT: Is this where we'ré doing the Jackson
v, Denno?

MS. MUNSON: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. Y'all want to take -- we'll take

five minutes and then we'll have the Jackson v. Denno

hearing.
{(WHEREUPON, a recess is taken at 3:04 PM; proceedings
reconvened at 3:15 PM.) .

MS. MUNSON: All right. So there's two issues that I
want to address at this point, Your Honor. One of them,
obviously, is a Jackson v. Denno with Detective Hamby.

Alsc, during cross-—-examination of Hamby, I anticipate
the defendants asking him questions such as isn't it true

Mr. Collins said he didn't deo it? 1Isn't it true that you
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talked to Mr. Lemons? These ﬁinds cf things that are
hearsay, self-serving hearsay at that.

There are three things -- actually, there are four
things I intend to elicit from Hamby that are admissions.
Cne of them is that he denied keing in Easley on the date
of the offense. The other one is he denied ever being in
a silver Subaru. One of them is he denied that he was in
Easley at the time of the actual killing when he was
confronted about cell phone record infermation. And also,
he was shown a still photograph, and Detective Hamby asked
him what is it that you're reaching for right here?

And Mr. Collins says, "It loocks like the cash
register,” not, "It wasn't me."

So those are the things that I intend to elicit that
it's our position are admissions. Other things would be
self-serving hearsay.

So I'd kind of like to clear that up. Maybe you
don't even want to deal with it until we get intoc the
testimony. I'm just trying to awvoid all the popping up
and sending them out.

THE COURT: Right. I guess it's in the form of a
motion in limine at this point.

MS. MUNSON: Well ---

THE COURT: I guess -- well, no.

MS. MUNSON: I'm just telling you that might be




504

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

475

coming.
THE CQURT: Yeah.
MS. MUNSON: I mean, I don't know what they're going

to do. They can do whatever they want. But those are the

things that I think would be problematic.

Also, there's not been a ruling on the third-party
guilt issue.

THE COURT: 2And I'm prepared to do.that right now.

MS. MUNSON: Okay.

THE COURT: We just had so mﬁch other stuff going on
up here we needed to address.

I have reviewed, and one of the cases that I'm
primarily relying on is the case of State vs., Manfield.
Aﬁd the standard for third-party guilt is that the
evidence must exculpate the person, the defendant trying
to provide that information. The problem that the
defendants have having being codefendants, Mr. Collins
produces this evidence, it does not exculpate him because
it's clearly two people. It does not exclude Mr. Collins.
If Mr. Ladson provides this information, it does not
exclude Mr. Ladson because there's two people. So I don't
think -- I think under the case law for third-party guilt,
that in this case, based on the information on Friday as
to Mr. Lemons testifying about statements made by Eileen

—- whatever. I don't have his name on me right now.
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MS. MUNSON: Daniels Melvin, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Yes. Based on that -- and, again, I will

'definitely give y'all an opportunity to proffer whatever

y'all feel is appropriate to proffer at the appropriate
time, but I am ruling based on at this point that
third-party guilt is not going to be admissible through
the evidence that was proposed at the hearing on Friday.
Again, I'1ll be glad to -- this isn't the time because it's
not in your case, but if y'all would -- if any proffer of
testimony at the éppropriate time, I'll be glad to
entertain. But with that ruling would be any gquestions
that are third-party guilt.

MR. BOATWRIGHT: I was going to say thank you, Judge.

And we —- at this time we don't have any intentions on

-arguing third-party guilt based on how the trial's been so

far.

THE COURT: Okay. Then I struggled on that for
nothing. I'm kidding. I stayed up late last -- no. I'm
just kidding.

All right. Anything else from the State?

Okay. All right. Do you want to do the Jackson
v. Denno?

M5. MUNSON: Yes, Ycur Honor.

THE COURT: Let me ask this for timing purposes. I'm

just looking, it's 3:20 now. Are we going to be going --
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I'd 1like to stay to complete their case today if possible.

MS. MUNSON: I think we can, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. I mean, is it a possibility
going past 5:007?

MR. PRINGLE: Yes. I mean, we're talking about
Hamby, right?

THE COURT: Yeah.

MR. PRINGLE: B2nd he's the last one?

MS. MUNSON: No.

THE COURT: No.

MR. PRINGLE: Well, there's definitely a possibkility.

THE COURT: OQkay.

MR. PRINGLE: I mean, I don't know about a
probability. But, of course, I don't want toc be —---

THE COURT: What level of confidence, low, medium or
high?

MR. PRINGLE: I'm confident we can get done by 5:00.
In fact, I could guarantee it. I don't know if that would
be in our best interest.

THE COURT: No, no.

MR. PRINGLE: I don't want to get caught clock
watching on our cross-—-examination. That's all.

THE COURT: No. That's fine.

MR. PRINGLE: I think depending on how long they go.

THE COURT: Let's see where we are. I mean, that's
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Jon Hamby In Camera Direct by Ms. Munson 4

fine.

All right. Let's go with the Jackson wv. Dennc then.
WHEREUPON,

JON HAMBY

After having been duly sworn, testified as follows:

THE CLERK: Thank you, sir. If you would, have a
seat and state your name for the record.

THE WITNESS: Jon Hamby.

DIRECT EXAMINATIQON

BY MS. MUNSON:
Q Who do you work for, sir?
A The Easley Police Department.:

MS. MUNSON: And, Your Honor, for time sake, would
be okay 1f I just led through this?

THE COURT: Yeah. Go ahead. I mean, anything of
issue?

MR. PRINGLE: No objection.
BY MS. MUNSON:
0 You did an interview of Mr. Quinton Collins in this

case, did you not?

A I did.
0 And when was that?
iy I met with him on the 27th at his house,

December 27th of 2018, again on Cecember 28th of 2018.

met with him again, and then after his arrest I

it

I
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1 interviewed him again.

2 Q All right. So there was only one of those

3 conversations where he was actually in custody, correct?

4 a Yes.

5 Q Let me show you State's 33. Do you recognize this

6 document?

7 A Yes.

8 Q How do you recognize it?

9 A It's a common Easley Police Department Miranda waiver
10 form that we do. And it has my name and signature on it
11 along with the date, time, case number and Mr. Collins's
12 name and his signature.

13 Q | And his signature as well?

14 A Yes.

15 Q And you were with him in the room when he did that.
16 A Yes.

17 Q How did you go abecut explaining what his rights were?
18 A I read specifically off of this paperwork, and asked
1S if he understood and any gquestions.

20 Q Did he have any questions?

21 A No. He signed it and was willing to talk.

22 Q Did he appear to be under the influence of anything?
23 A No.

24 Q Did you threaten him in anj way"?

25 F2\ No.
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Jon Hamby In Camera Direct by Ms., Munson 480
Q Were you armed at the time?

A Yes.

Q Did you unholster your weapon or anything?

A No.

Q Was someone else in the room with you?

A Yes.

Q Who was that?

A ACaptain Jason Lovell.

Q All right. During the course of the questioning,

before you started questioning him, did he ask you for
anything?
yiY No. Well, yes. During that one he -- at one point,
I'm not sure exactly at what peoint, but at one point he
said he was cold so we got him a blanket.
Q Okay. You witnessed him sign that document?
A Yes,
MS. MUNSON: four Honor, at this point I'd move
State's 33 into evidence.
THE COURT: Any objection from.Collins?
MR. PRINGLE: None.
THE COURT: Ladson®?
MR. BOATWRIGHT: No, Your Honor.
{(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit Number 33 was admitted into
evidence for purposes of the Jackson v. Denno hearing.)

MS. MUNSON: I don't have anything further at this
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1 time, Your Honor.

2 THE COURT: Any cross?

3 MR. PRINGLE: I have none.

4 MR. BOATWRIGHT: No, Your Honor.

5 THE COURT: All right. Anything else then?

6 MS. MUNSON: No, sir, Your Honor.

7 We would submit at this point that the statements

8 given to Hamby by Mr. Quinton Collins were voluntarily

9 made. |
10 THE COURT: Anything from Collins?
11 MR. PRINGLE: ©No, Your Honor.
12 MR. BOATWRIGHT: No, Your Honor.
13 THE COURT: All right. I believe, based on the
14 totality of circumstances, it meets requirements of
15 Jackson v. Dennc and that they will be admissible.
16 MS. MUNSON: Thank you, Your Honor. We're ready to
17 proceed now with Hamby's testimony.
18 THE COURT: All right. If you'll step down. And
19 they'1l call you back.
20 And just for purposes, the exhibit is introduced as
21 evidence in this hearing but not in the trial yet.
22 Okay. Is the State ready for the jury?
23 MS. MUNSQON: Yes, Your Honor.
24 ' THE COURT: Collins?
25 MR. PRINGLE: Your Honor, whilé we're at it, I'm
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Jon Hamby Direct by Ms. Munson 482

looking at this a little bit closer. We're probably going
to be all right on that time I'm thinking.

THE COURT: That's fine. I mean, I don't want
anybody to rush. We've got tomorrow.

Ladson?

MR. BOATWRIGHT: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Bring the jury.

(WHEREUPON, the jury entered the courtroom at 3:26 PM.)

THE COURT: All right. Ladies and gentlemen, as you
will recall, the State is still on their case.

And State, call your next witness.

MS. MUNSCN: May it please the Court, Your Honor.
The State calls Jon Hamby.

THE CLERK: If you would, raise your right hand.
WHEREUPON,

JON HAMBY

After having been duly sworn, testified as follows:

THE CLERK: Thank you, sir. If you would, have a
seat and state your name for the record.

THE WITNESS: Jon Hamby.

DIRECT EXAMINATTION

BY MS. MUNSON:
Q Who do you work for, sir?
:\ I work for the Easley Police Department.

Q How long have you been with Easley PD?
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24 years.

What is your current job title?

I'm a major.of the police department.

What was your Job title back in 20187?

I was an investigator for the police -department.
Okay. And did you become involved in this case?
I did.

Were you on duty at the time the incident happened?
I was not.

Did you get called in?

Yes. I responded to the scene that night.

How long did you stay at the scene?

It was off and on throughout the night, but leaving

to go do other tasks and duties that was assigned to me.

Q

Okay. So you would do whatever the investigators —-

the lead investigators told you to do.

A

Q

Correct.

Okay. During your part in this investigation, did

you have any contact with either one of the defendants?

A Yes.

Q And who did you have contact with?

p2Y I actually had contact with both of them.

Q Okay. Who did you talk with first?

p2Y Early in the‘investigation, I talked with Mr; Quinton
Collins.

483
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Q Ckay. Do you recognize him?

A Yes.

Q Is he in the courtroom?

A Yes.

Q Please say for the record what he's wearing.

A He's the first black male in the white shirt, the

second from the end of the table there (indicating).
Q When was the first time that you spoke with him?
a The first time I spoke with him would have been

December 27th of 2018.

Q And where did you speak with him?

n At his residence.

Q Waé anybody with you when you went there?

y:y Yes. Another investigator, Jennifer McKenzie.
Q Where was his residence?

A - Fleetwood Drive in Greenville,

Q Ckay. Bbout how far away is that from the B Pam's,
for example?
: It's about a 20-minute drive from the police

department, which is right there at B Pam's.

Q Ckay. When you got to his home, was he there?

A Yes,

Q Did he allow you to go in?

A Yes.

Q When you got into his house, where in the house did
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you go’?
A We walked threough the living room into a bedroom area

on the left and sat down and talked with him there.

Q Was he in custody?

A No.

Q Could he have just stopped at any time?

pa Yes.

0 Ckay. What did you tell him about whether or not he
had to talk to you?

.\ We just asked if he would be willing to talk to us.

Q And he answered?

bl

He said yes.

Q Okay. What did you talk with him about specifically?
.Y I specifically asked him about his whereabouts
pertaining to the night this incident happened.

Q And what did he answer?

A Immediately -—- I asked him i1f he knew about the
incident I was talking about, the B Pam's murder is what I
was calling it, and immediately he said yes, that he
remembered and said that he wasn't in Easley and that he

had found out about it by his grandmother had told him

about it.
Q Ckay. So the question you put to him was what?
it Have you heard about the B Pam's murder.

Q Okay. 2And his response?
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s Was yes, my grandmother told me about it.

Q OCkay. And did you ask him where he was when it went
down?

A Yes,

Q And what did he tell you?

a He said he was at the Club Epic with a friend.

Q And where's the Club Epic?

A Was Mauldin.

Q Okay. Later on in the conversation, did he tell you
another way that he discovered that the B Pam's incident
had happened?

A Yes.

Q And what did he tell you?

A Later on while we was talking to him, he -- when we
was getting into the details about the B Pam's and his
whereabouts, at that polnt he said he learned about the
incident not from his grandmother, but he changed his
story and said he learned about it from the TV that was on
at the club while he was at the club.

Q Ckay. Now, at some point while you were speaking
with him, did you ask to look at -- check him for any kind

of injuries?

.\ I did.
Q And did you see any?
A I did not.
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Q All right. Explain for the jury how you went about
looking at him for injuries.

A So he was sitting to my left but he had a hoodie on.
And I asked him 1f I could see his chest and arms for any
injuries. And he pulled his sleeves up to about his
shoulders, as high as he could get his hoodie. Showed me
his arms. BAnd then he pulled his hoodie up to the top of
his chest area, showed me his chest, sides and back.

Q = Okay. Why did you want to see his chesf?

A After loocking at the video surveillance system of

B Pam's, it appeared that one of the suspects, if not both
of the suspects, but ocne of them could have been shot
during the incident, and so I was looking for any wounds

on his stomach area, chest area.

Q Okay. Did you ask him to remove his shirt?

y2y No.

Q Or his hocodie?

p2Y No.

Q Could you see if he had on a shirt under the hoodie?
A From my recollection he did not.

Q All right. Now, after you left his residence, did
you have another conversation with him?

A Yes.

Q And how did that happen?

A The same day he called me on the phone -- he gave me
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his phone number while I was there.

Q Okay.

yiy And I left and was doing some other errands
associated with the case, and then he called me later that
afternoon.

Q What phone number did he call you from?

yiy The same one he had given me, if I may look at my
repcort tc get the phone number.

Q Sﬁre. Yes.

A (Reviews document) Phone number he gave me while I
was at his house and the phone number he later called me
from is 864-661-8398.

Q Okay. Now, at some polnt you did héve a conversation
with him when he was in custody.

A Correct.

Q I'm going to show you State's Exhibits 33 and 35.
Take a look at both of these. Do you recognize

State's 337

A Yes,
Q How do you recognize that document?
A It's your standard Miranda waiver form that we use at

the Easley Police Department, and it has the date, the
case number, my name, Mr. Collins's name on it, his
signature along with my signature.

0] Is that the actual document that Mr. Collins signed
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in front of you?
A Yes.
MS. MUNSON: Your Honor, at this time I would move
State's 33 into evidence.
THE COURT: Any objection from Colliﬁs?
MR. PRINGLE: None.
THE COURT: And Ladson?
MR. BOATWRIGHT: ©No, Your Honor.
THE COURT: All right. It's in without objection.
(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit Number 33 was admitted into
evidence.)
BY MS. MUNSON:
Q Now, State's 35, take a look at that. Do you

recognize that document?

A Yes.
Q How do you recognize it?
A It's a still shot of the surveillance video that I

used during the interview with Mr. Collins.

Q Okay. You showed that document to him?

A It was, I think -- I think it was on my phone at the
time, but it was the picture of it.

Q Is it an accurate depiction of what you showed

Mr. Collins on that date?

A Yes.

MS. MUNSON: Your Honor, at this time I move
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State's 35 into evidence.

THE COURT: Any objection from Collins?

MR. PRINGLE: Can I see it? I don't think so.
(Reviews exhibit) No.

THE COURT: All right. Ladson?

MR. BOATWRIGHT: No, your Honor.

THE COQURT: ‘All right. In without objection.
{(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit Number 35 was admitted into
evidence.)

BY MS. MUNSON:
Q All right. So Major Hamby, all right. Major EHamby,
right here is a little pointer that you can use.

Now, in loocking at what's in evidence now as State's
Number 33, explain for the jury what you did with this
particular form relating to Mr, Collins,

A So after we go into the interview room, we start
filling the information out on the form. The top left
corner, that's your case number that's associated with our
B Pam's murder. That is my name, and then, of course, you
have the date and time. This Jason Lovell was the other
investigator that was with me at the time. Mr. Collins
was the person we were interviewing, so his name goes
there.

I read the information here to Mr. Ceollins and then

ask him if he understands it, initialed beside 1 through
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5. BAnd then, again, I put his name there and read that
statement to him. And then at the bottom he signs it if
he's willing to talk to us (indicating throughout).

Q Before you started talking with him, before you
started going over this form, did he ask you for anything?
A At some point, I'm not sure if it was before this or
right after we started talking, he just complained about
being cold in the room we were in, which was hot to me,

but he complained about being cold so we got him a

blanket.

Q Okay. Were you and Lovell armed at the time?

A Yes .

Q Were you in uniform?

A We were plain-clothes investigators.

Q Were you crowding him? How close were you sitting to
him?

y2y No. It's an average room of probably 8x8 --—-

Q Okay.

A -—- with a desk in it and a couple chairs.

Q What information did you give Mr. Collins about

whether or not he had to talk te you at all?

A He was under arrest at that time, and we gave him his
rights and asked him if he was willing to continue talking
with us, because he already had been talking to us prior

to, and therefore, I asked him if he'd continue talking to
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us, and he said he would.
Q Did it appear that Mr. Collins understood what you

were telling him?

i Absolutely.

Q Did he appear under the influence?

A No.

Q Was there anything about him that made you nervous

that he didn't understand?
A No.
Q Okay. So after you go through the rights, I see that

there are some initials on those lines?

A Correct.

Q Whose initial are those?

P2y That is Mr. Collins's initials.

Q And what's the purpose of having him initial that
document?

A That I could say I pointed out each one of those

rights and he's saying he understands one by one what
those rights are.

Q Okay. And after that pért of the notification is
done, what is the next little part at the bottom?

A It's just a statement that has his name in that
statement that says he understands ;t, that he has a right
to a lawyer and kind of reaffirms what his rights are and

that that statement is what his signature is saying, that
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he understands that he is voluntarily talking to us.

MS. MUNSON: Okay. Your Honor, at this time I would
ask that the Court rule that the statements Mr. Collins
gave to law enforcement were freely, voluntarily given.

THE COURT: All right. Anything from ---

MR. PRINGLE: No objectioﬁ. Thank you.

MR. BOATWRIGHT: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: 2All right. The Court does rule that the
statements were freely and voluntarily given and are
admissible.

And you may proceed.

MS. MUNSCON: Thank you, Your Honor.

BY MS5. MUNSON: .

Q So after he agreed to speak with you, did you show
him State's Exhibit Number 357

A At some point during the interview, yes. That wasn't
the first thing we did, but at some point during the
interview, yes.

Q And what is State's Number 357

y: It's just a still shot from the surveillance video
from the store. This shows the suspect with an orange ski
mask on is the one that came in and grabbed the register
before they fled.

Q and what did you ask him when you showed him

State's 357
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A I showed him that picture and I held it up to where
he can see it, and I said, "In this picture, what are you
grabbing?"

Q Did he respond?

A Yes.

Q What did he say?

A He said, "It looks to me like the register."

Q Now, at some point did you confront him with some
cell phone information that you had gotten?

A Yes.

Q And what did you confront him with as far as cell
phone records?

A I confronted him with the fact that his cell phone
records were indicating that he had come from the area of
hislhouse, traveled to Easley during the time of this
incident, and went back to Greenville to the area of his

house. And I inguired about that.

Q Okay. And what was his response to that?

A That he was not in Easley, didn't come to Easley.

Q Okay. Did you confront him with information about a
Subaru?

A Yes.

Q What did you say to him?
A I asked him if he knew of anvbody that drove a

Subaru.
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Okay. And what did he say?

He said no. He'd never been in a Subaru.

Q
A
Q I didn't hear that last part.
A He had never been in a Subaru.
Q

Okay. All right. 1I'll approach again. I'm showing

you State's Exhibits 32, 37 and 38. Just take a look at

these.

A {Reviews exhibits) Yes.

Q Do you recognize those documents?

A Yes.

Q How do you recognize them?

A The photographs that was taken of Mr. Collins

pursuant to a search warrant we got for his body.

Q Were you there when these photographs were taken?
A Yes.
Q Are they true and accurate depictions of the injury

on Mr. Collins?
A Yes.
MS. MUNSON: Your Honor, at this time I'm going to
move 32, 37 and 38 into evideﬁce.
THE COURT: Any objection from Collins?
. MR, PRINGLE: One moment (reviews exhibits).
THE COURT: From Ladson?
MR. BOATWRIGHT: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. In without objection.
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{WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit Numbers 32, 37 and 38 were
admitted into evidence.)
THE COURT: And that's what exhibits again?
MS. MUNSON: This is 32, 37, and 38.
BY MS. MUNSON:
0 All right. Majeor, leﬁ's look at -- this is -- all
right. This is Exhibit 32. If you could, point with the
laser pointer what this shows.

First of all, who is that in the photograph?

A That's Mr. Ceollins.

Q And you were there when that was taken?

A Yes.

Q Okay. What does this photograph show?

A This (indicating) is the left side of his neck. And

it's @ - to me a fairly fresh injury with still some
bruising around it that caught my attention.

Q Now, when was this photograph taken?

E:g It would have been taken the day after his arrest.
February 6th, I believe. February 6th of 2019.

Q Okay. Let's look at State's Number 37. What does

this show?

A It's the same injury, just a little bit different
angle.
Q Okay. And what is what I'm pointing at right now

right here (indicating)?
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A Yes.

Q What does that appear to be?

a A slight bulge in his back.

Q Did you ask him about it?

A No.

Q Okay. And now State's Exhibit Number 38. ©Now, on

State's Exhibit Number 38, can yod see the bulge that you
just talked about?

A Yes. It's the spot. It looks like there's bruising
right there (indicating).

Q Okay.

y:y That is the bulge that's sticking out of his back.

Q Did you also have a conversation with Mr. Ladson --
I'm sorry —— with Mr. Collins about text messages with
Mel?

A Yes.

Q &nd what was the purpose of that?

A During the February 20 -- I'm sorry —-- the

December 28, 2018, meeting that I had with Mr. Cellins, it
was actually at a Waffle House parking lot, he gave me his
cell phone to show me some text messages between him and
several subjects. And one of them that was on there
during that timé was Mel, was titled Mel.

Q And what was so interesting about that particular

text message?
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A It was a text message that basically was asking Mel
to come to his house, and it was timestamped the day of
this incident at 8:43 p.m.

Q Okay. And where did he tell you that he was at
8:43 p.m.?

.Y In his original thing -- his original statement was
that he left his house by 8:30 to go to the club because
the gentleman that was giving him a ride had to be there
by 9:00.

Q All right. 1I'm going to back up just a little bit,
Major, and I apologize for this. When you were initially
speaking with Mr. Collins at his home in December ---

A Yes.

Q ~-- did you give him any information about the time

that this incident took place?

A Time frame? Like -—-

Q Date.

A Date, no.

0 Time, like clock time.

A No.

Q And did he give an answer to you that was interesting
to you?

i Well, originally, I just asked where he was —-- if he

knew where he was during this incident, and taking in mind

I'm interviewing two weeks after the incident, and
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immediately he said, oh, Friday night I was at the club.

So without telling him the date it happened or the time it

happened, he automatically -- just automatically said he

was at the club Friday night.

MS. MUNSON: I have nothing further at this time,

Your Honor.

THE COURT: Cross-—-examination?

CROSS EXAMINATTON

BY MR. PRINGLE:

0 All right. I think you said it was December 27,
2018, was when you first interviewed Quinton.

pa At his house, yes, sir.

0 Yeah. You went out there. Who else was with you?
pa - Detective Jennifer McKenzie.

0 Did you end up talking to anybody else that day about
this case?

Fa Yes.

Q Who was that?

2\ Several people. But, I mean ---

0 Did you talk to a guy named Mike Utsey?

Fiy Yes.

0 Okay. And who was he?

F\ The friend of Mr. Collins that Mr. Collins gave me
his name.

0 And as you began to develop the information in this
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investigation, did you learn that Mr. Utsey was going to
be a bigger part of it?

A I'm not sure what you're asking.

0 Did you end up following up with Mr. Utsey after the

—- or you said you talked to him on the 27th.

A Correct. On the phone.

0 In fact -- it was on the phone?
iy Yes, sir.

Q Was that recorded?

i No, sir.

Q Ckay. Why not?
A Because I was just calling him -- after the interview
with Mr. Collins, I was just calling him to start talking
to him, that was the first time I had talked tc him, to
let him know I was interested in talking to him.
Q Okay. But you did not record it.
iy No, sir.
Q What did Mr. Utsey tell you about his knowledge of
that night?

MS. MUNSON: Objection. Hearsay.

THE COURT: Sustained.
BY MR. PRINGLE:
Q After you talked to Mr. Utsey on the phone -- I guess
we'll go back to that.

Would you say Quinton was cooperative with you
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throughout? I mean, he agreed to talk to you, right?
A He appeared to be cooperative, yes.
Q More than once, right, without getting custody?
A Yes, yes.
Q So it wasn't like there was some history of him
trying to avoid you or avoid talking to you.
: No. He talked to me each time I reached out to him.
Q Didn't he tell you multiple times that he had nothing
to hide, he didn't have anything to do with this?
A That's two different questions.
Q Okay. How about ---

MS. MUNSON: Objection, Your Honor. Self-serving
hearsay.

THE COURT: All right. Re-ask the question.
BY MR. PRINGLE: |
Q Now, on the 27th; the interview at his house in his
bedroom, correct?
A It was in a bedroom.

Q Yeah. Okay. And that's where you first had a look

at his body.

A Correct.

Q That would have been 13 days after the murder at
B Pam's.

A Yes.

Q 13 days.
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And you said in your report and in your testimony
that you did not observe any physical injuries at that

time on his body.

A From what I saw, you're right.

Q Okay. And you knew what you were looking for, didn't
you?

A I knew what I was attempting to look for, yes.

Q For some type of gunshot wound, allegedly.

A To the chest or abdomen area is what I was thinking.
0 So at least on the 27th when you were with him in the

bedroom in his residence, you didn't see any evidence of

that, did you? That's in your report even, isn't it?

L When he showed me -- pulled his shirt up to his
chest?

0 Yeah. No injuries were observed.

A The part of the abdomen, chest, back and arms that I

saw, there was no injury.
Q So that's less than two weeks after this happened,

after B Pam's robbery/murder,

A Correct.

Q All right. Now, again, after you met with Quinton on
the 27th, you said you ended up following up based on what
he told you. Agaln, what did he tell you about where he
was that night?

A He told me he went to Club Epic in Mauldin.
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Q And did he tell you when he went?
A Yes, At first he said he left his house between 8:15

and 8:30 because his ride would have to be there by 9:00.
Q And did he give you an indication of who his ride

would typically be?

A Yes. He named Mike.
Q So that would be Mike Utsey that we're referring to?
A Yes.

Q And you came to learn that Mr. Utsey did, in fact,
take him regularly to Club Epic?
y:\ Both of them came with ceounsel.
They —-- sometimes they did -- he did pick up a ride
from Mike sometimes. How regularly, I don't know.
Q Okay. Now, were you =~- forget about what anybody
told you, but were you ever able to review or see or
examine any kind of evidence that would have put Quinton
Collins at Club Epic that night?
A Yes.
Q What was that?
MS. MUNSON: Obijection, Your Honor. We might have to
take this up up there.
THE COURT: Okay.
(WHEREUPON, a bench conference was held off the record.)
THE COURT: 1I'm geing to send y'all back to your jury

room for just a minute to address something. So don't
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discuss the case and we'll bring you right back out.
(WHEREUPON, the jury exits the courtroom at 3:51 PM.)

THE COURT: All right.

MS. MUNSON: Thank you, Your Honor. I'm objecting to
questioning this witness about what Mr. Utsey said to this .
witness. Certainly, if Mr. Utsey testifies there's
nothing I can do about that.

I'm also going to object to this witness being asked
did you see some video or did vou see some document and
seg Mr. Collins on it. I guess I could just handle that
on redirect. He can't say when the video was made. He
can't say that it was accurate. This witness cannot
authenticate that video at all,

THE COURT: 1Is there a video somewhere?

MS. MUNSON: ©Oh, yeah.

THE COURT: But it doesn't indicate

MS. MUNSON: It shows that he was there.

MR. PRINGLE: It shows him leaving, actually, at
1Q0:30.

MS. MUNSON: But the timing 1s off on that wvideo.

MR. PRINGLE: Yeah. But, of course, Officer Hamby
can clear that up. If you'd refer back to his report, he
explains how the time was adjusted to make it the right
time.

MS. MUNSON: And that's something that someone else
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told him. Major Hamby can say -- maybe he can say I saw
the video. There was a guy that -- he can even say I

think it was Quinton leaving Club Epic at a certain time.
But what Major Hamby cannot say is that the video was
accurate, the machine was working proberly, the date was
good, the same kind of questions we had to ask on all this
other stuff. So, I mean, I don't know if it was ---

THE COURT: What time was the incident again?

MR. PRINGLE: 8:00.

THE COURT: Okay.

MS. MUNSON: &And I'm not saying that video can't come
in. I'm not saying that. What I'm saying is this is not
the witness with whom to authenticate it and get it in.
That's what I'm saying.

THE COURT: All right.

MR, PRINGLE: Well, the first thing is asking him
about what Utsey told him. That doesn't necessarily have
to be strictly hearsay now. There could be other reasons.
I mean, first of all, effect on the investigator or the
listener, okay? The fact that it's not being offered to
prove the truth. In fact, the jury is going to be able to
determine what they think is true or what isn't true.

But, I mean, there's got to be a.way to show why he ---

THE COURT: I'm not sure that's the standard.

MR. PRINGLE: He proceeds with his investigation
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besed on what people tell him, what he's -- that's the
whole point of his investigation. A lot of it is
interviewing people. And there's a lot of things that are
said that we're not offering to try to show that, hey,
that's exactly what went down other than that's what this
detective was ---

THE COURT: Are you not trying to show that that said
Quinton Collins left at 10:30 that night? Is that not the
whole purpose?

MR, PRINGLE: He's trying to say that there's
somebody who told this investigator that he took him to
the club around that time.

THE COURT=: I thought you said he was leaving.

MR. PRINGLE: He was given information from Mr. Utsey
that Utsey took him to the club arcund 8:30. We have a
video of them leaving together at 10:30. There is no
video of them showing up at the club or anything like
that. The only video we have or that was provided was the
two of them leaving. 1It's pretty clear. It's in his
report. He indicates that he reviewed it, he showed it to
other witnesses.

I mean, and again, I thought this was like something
that we had settled well before trial.

MS. MUNSON: But how can I cross—examine this witness

about what Mr. Utsey teld him? I don't know what Utsey
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told him. I won't be abkle to cross-examine Mr. Utsey. In
other words, did you tell this investigator this? Were.
you here at this time?

Again, I know I'm repeating myself. If Mr. Utsey
wants to testify, that's fine. If he wants to get the
video in, that's fine. But this is not the witness for
that.

THE COURT: All right. I will allcocw you to ask him
1f he reviewed a video.

MR. PRINGLE: Yeah. That's fair, right? I mean, we
have nc problem with that.

THE COURT: Okay.

MS. MUNSON: But, again, did you review the video?
What time? Who was in 1t? Again, we'd be testifying
about things that are not in front of the jury vet.

THE COURT: I think any issues there I think you can
handle on redirect.

MS. MUNSON: Okay.

THE COURT: I mean, if he looked at a video -- I
mean --—-

MR. PRINGLE: He looked at a video and he says in his
report that it shows them leaving at 10:30.

MS. MUNSON: That's what -- no.

MR. PRINGLE: I mean, it's in his report, right?

MS. MUNSON: Again, Your Honor, and the time is not
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right. The time i1s not right on the video. Mr., Utsey --
technically, I guess, we would have to bring the owner of
Club Epic in here. But if Mr. Utsey wants to come in and
lookAat the videc and say, yeah, that's me and that's him,
that's fine. But why this witness?

THE COURT: If he reviewed the videoc at a particular
time, then I'm going to let him testify to that.

MR. PRINGLE: Well, and further, he spoke with
Mr. Utsey on multiple occasions. There's a reason why he
went back to speak with Utsey on multiple occasions, and
part of what we want to establish is the way that all
transpired. Utsey starts off with I took him at 8:30, and
by the last interview, they've worn him down so much that
he's like, okay, whatever you guys say, basically.

THE COURT: I'm not going to let in any testimony.
Yean. That's definitely hearsay. He reviewed a video.
Yeah.

MR, PRINGLE: Nec. I understand that. &And Utsey can
testify to all that. But I think-that we have to -- we've
got to be able to examine -- I'm sorry. Is it Captain?
Major?

THE WITNESS: Major.

MR. PRINGLE: Major. Sorry -- the major about why he
took the steps that he did. I mean, the jury's entitled

to find cut, you know, how it progressed. It's absolutely
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relevant.

THE COURT: Well, it is. But you've still got to -
follow the hearsay rule.

MR. PRINGLE: Sorry?

THE COURT: You've still got to follow the rules of
evidence as to hearsay.

Okay. My ruling is that he can talk about his review
of the video, but not anything that this Utsey fellow told
him.

All right. Anything else before we bring the jury
in?

MS. MUNSON: No, sir, Your Honor.

THE CCURT: Anybody else?

MR. PRINGLE: No.

MR, BOATWRIGHT: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Bring the jury in.

(WHEREUPON, the jury entered the courtroom at 4:00 PM. )

THE COURT: All right, ladies and gentlemen.

Continue cross-examination.

MR. PRINGLE: Thank you.

BY MR. PRINGILE:

Q Okay. So just to get back kind of ¢on track where we
were, on the 27th of December, 13 days after the
murder/robbery, Quinton Ccllins told you that he went to

Club Epic that night.
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A Yes.
Q Okay. And, again, you were given some further

information about his whereabouts from other sources.

A Given his whereabouts?

Q I mean, did you follow up -- when he told you —- I
mean, obviously, if he told you I was at the club that
night during or sometime before or after the robbery,
obviously, what would be your next step? You'd want to

follow up on that, right?

A I tried to verify what he was telling me, yes.
Q Exactly. So what did you do to try to verify that?
A So Club Epic is located in Mauldin. I called a

detective in Mauldin, and she went and met with the owner
of that club. And I asked for any videos available during
the incident.

Q And what did you find out?

A That the video, the time of the incident and that
night was actually being wrote over at that time, so they
only had a very small clip that was left on their server
from December 14th, the day of the incident. It was right
before midnight is when it started, and that's the part I
reviewed.

Q Okay. And do you recall if there was a problem with
the timing on it originally that had to be adjusted?

MS. MUNSON: Your Honcr, I'm going to object. This
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goes beyond what we had talked about.

MR, PRINGLE: It does?

MS. MUNSON: My understanding was that you were going
to allow this witness to say yes, I reviewed a video.

THE COURT: No. I'm going to -- go ahead. You may
proceed.
BY MR. PRINGLE:
Q There was some idea about trying to, obviously,
figure out what time the video was.
A Yes.
Q Okay. And although you can't verify personally what
time it was, you were given information from the source
about what time it was.
A I was told over the phone infermation that said how
far off the video was showing versus current time.
Q Right. And so after that adjustment was made, that
would have put us at about 10:30 that night? Is that ---
iy I think it was closer to 10:50 p.m. (Reviews
document) So after you figure up the time I was given that
the video was off, the part that I think you're referring
to would have been at 2248 hours, which is 10:48,
10:50 p.m.
Q Okay. So that's what time the video purported to
show that you viewed.

yiy Yes,.
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Q Okay. Did you see Quinton Collins on that video?
Were you able to recognize him?

yi I saw a subject that I believed was Quinton Collins,
yes.

Q All right. And did you see him -- did you see him

basically leaving the club?

iy Going cut the door, yes.

Q Like in a lcbby type area, wasn't it? If you recall.
A It was like an entrance door that he was going out
of.

Q Right. Did he leave by himself?
A No. I think there was about three people that left

in that short time frame.

Q And did you recognize one of the other people he left
with?

A Yes.

Q And who was that?

A Mike Utsey.

Q Okay. &And you, in fact, then showed the video to

Mr. Utsey as well when you talked to him?

A Yes. So the portion that clipped -- that portion of
that video.
Q How did he react when you showed him?

MS. MUNSCON: Objection, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Sustained. That would get into hearsay.
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MR. PRINGLE: Okay.
BY MR. PRINGLE:
Q Okay. ©Now, again, on the 27th when you all went out
there and interviewed him at his house and checked his
body and did all that, are you aware of any other efforts
by law enforcement or otherwise to try to examine his body

and investigate it?

A Yes.
Q And how did that come about?
iy He was on probation at the time, so I contacted his

probation officer and he offered to do a home visit.
Q Okay. And is it within your knowledge that -- did he
do a home wvisit?
A I was told he did, yes.
Q Yeah. Okay. And he went there for that purpose,
didn't he? I mean, didn't you all talk about why he was
going out there?

MS. MUNSCN: Objection, Your Honor. Speculation as
to what is in the octher person's head.

THE COURT: Whatever he -- whatever his intentions
were.
BY MR. PRINGLE:
Q Did you arrange with the agent to go out to Qpinton's
house?

A The agent needed to do a home visit because evidently
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had missed one, needed to go there anyway. So when he
went, I told him what we were investigating. What he did
there, I wasn't there.

Q Okay. And was it your.understanding that he was
going to communicate with you after he did that home visit

with Quinton?

A Yes,

Q All right. And did he get back in touch with you?
A Yes.

Q What did you learn?

MS. MUNSON: Objection, Your Honor. Hearsay.

THE COURT: Sustained.

MR. PRINGLE: One moment.

May we approach?

THE COURT: Yes,
(WHEREUPON, a bench conference was held off the record.)
BY MR. PRINGLE:
Q All right. Let's get back to that. What was your
understanding of why the agent went there? What was the
reason?

MS. MUNSON: Objection, Your Honor. That, again, is
hearsay.

MR. PRINGLE: They discussed that ---

THE COURT: He can tell what he said, but not what

the other guy said.
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BY MR. PRINGLE:

Q I'm asking what he said. I'm asking did you
coordinate that home visit? Yocu knew he was going out
there for a home visit, right, before he went?

A Yes. He told me he needed to do a home visit with

Mr. Collins because evidently they had missed one or

something.

Q And to your knowledge did he do a home visit?

A Yes,

o] Were you given any information at all about any

evidence being recovered?

A No.

Q No. BAbout any observations made by the agent that
would be of interest to you or to your investigation?

P I was net given any information from the agent.

Q And if he would have recovered, say, similar clothing
to what was worn in the robbery ---

MS. MUNSON: Objection, Your Honor. Speculation and
hearsay.

TEE COURT: I mean, it sounds like where your
question was heading, I agree with that, but I'm not sure
the question was -- you weren't totally finished. But it
sounded like you were headed in that realm.

BY MR. PRINGLE:

o] All right. Lets skip ahead. On I believe it was
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February 5th of 2019, did you go out to Quinton's house?.
A bfter he was arrested, I was one of the officers that
went and picked him up.
Q You were there. So you were there when the warrants
were served and his place was searched?
iy I just went and transported him back to the city of
Easley.
Q All right. So you had nothing to do with any kind of
gathering of evidence or an attempt to find evidence?
.y No, sir.
o) All right. You talked a little bit about the
interview on I believe it was February the 5th, if I'm not
mistaken, the interview after he was arrested?
§iy Yes, sir.
Q With you and who was the officer that was with you?
Was it Lowell? Lovell?
i Lovell.
Q Lovell. Okay.

Why were there two of you in the interview room?
yiy It's common to have two officers when you're

interviewing someone.

Q Okay.
A Just like in this incident he requested a blanket so
Captain Lovell was zble to go —-- leave and go get the

blanket, bring it back, and I was still able to stay with
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Mr. Collins.

Q@ . All right. And, obvicusly, he had no lawyer present.

A No, sir,.

Q Ckay. And he was cooperative, right?

A Yes, sir.

Q He-was forthcoming? Would you say he answered all

your questions?

A Be provided an answer to all my questions, yes.

Q And you mentioned something about he denied -~ I
don't want to put words in your mouth. Didn't you say
during direct examination that he had denied being in the

vehicle that we're talking about, the stolen vehicle?

A The Subaru?

Q Yes.

A I spoke to him a couple times about that, so I'm not
sure.

Q Okay. And when you asked him about when he was in

Easley, you asked him about some dates, didn't you?
A I thought we was going -- the prior question, I
didn't answer your question about the Subaru. I'm not
sure what you was asking.

I asked him a couple different times during our
different meetings about the Subaru, so I'm not sure —--
Q I guess to keep it as less confusing as possible,

let's stick, I guess, to February 5th. My apclogies.
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A Okay.
0 Be clear.

Didn't he give you an indication that he was having
trouble remembering specific dates? You asked him about
some specific dates in December of where he was when he

was in Easley. Do you recall that?

A He provided some dates, yes.

Q Yeah. Well, I mean, in answer to your questions,
right?

A As trying to determine when he was last in Easley, he

gave some dates.

Q Okay. And in fairness, he wasn't always like
completely clear or consistent with some of those dates,
was he?

A He was fairly clear. They would change from one
interview to the next maybe, but ---

Q And, you know, if you interview anybody more than one
time over the course of maybe a couple, few months —-- and
how long have you been a police officer?

A 24 years.

Q All right. And you're -- what, is it fair to say
you're an expert in interrogation?

A That would be your opinion, I guess.

Q Okay. I mean, you make your living, part of it is

asking gquestions and trying to get answers,




548

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
1B
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Jon Hamby Cross by Mr. Pringle 519
A I've interviewed a lot of people, vyes.
0 Okay. Is it uncommon for somebody that you ask about

the same thing over different episodes over time that they
might not always be completely consistent or right on each
time? Is that fair? Could you say that about any of us?
A I would say most of the time they're pretty
consistent if they're telling the truth ---

Q Yeah.

A ~--~ and have a —-- especially if they have an event
that they can tie it to, they kind of relate it to, and

usually it's pretty consistent.

Q Okay. And so he was pretty consistent is what you're
saying.

2 No. I'm saying he was not consistent,

0 Oh.

A Most people would be, but he's not.

Q Well, I thought I asked you, hey, he wasn't exaétly
consistent, and you said, well, yes, he was consistent.
A That's not what I said.

Q Is it fair to say when you talk to your average
person, you know, you're interviewing somebody off the
street, you're heing a police officér -- and, of course,
they know you're a police cfficer, right?

A Uh-huh, yes.

0 Do you think it's fair to say that most people are
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going to feel like they need to provide some kind of
answers to your questions even if they don’'t know? Do you
find that people want to be accommodating, typically, .
becaﬁse they know they're dealing with cops?

A Do they want to? I wouldn't know. I mean, I
wouldn't know.

Q Now, you said multiple times, at least once during
this interview, "Hey, we're not trying to trip you up."

Do you remember saying that? What would you have meant by

that?
A I don't recall testifying that I said that, but
Q Well, I mean, you did -- I mean, there's video of ---

MS. MUNSON: Objection, Your Honor. He's testifying.
BY MR. PRINGLE:
Q Did you -- is there a video of this interview?

L Of the February 5th one?

Q Yeah. .
A There is video, yes.
Q Qkay. But you don't remember telling him, hey, we're

not trying to trip you up.

:y I don't remember right off saying that, no.

Q Is part of an investigative technigque to repeat
guestions over and over to a subject hoping for different
answers, perhaps?

A Part of a technique, no. Not necessarily, no.
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Q I mean, y'all are trained in, you know, good cop/bad
cop type thing, the reasoning, hypotheticals.
MS. MUNSON: Objection. Relevance and speculation.
THE COURT: All right. Overrule. I'll let him ask
it.
BY MR. PRINGLE:
Q Is it a common technique to maybe dangle, maybe give
them an ocut, you know, like a life raft that he can reach
for when he's in trouble? Is that a common technigque such
as asking him maybe to implicate somebody else? |
A No. I would not say that.
Q You know, you can help yourself out if you put the
finger on somebody, if you put the finger on, say,
Tychristian Ladson?
A Every case is different and every interview is

different, so it's kind of hard to make generalities like

that. But ---

Q Do you recall saying something along those lines, you
or Lovell or both of you in that interview? If you help
us cut, you know, you could really help yourself here.

A Would I have said those words? Absolutely not.

Q You never tried to gef him to point the finger at
somebody, anybody in this case.

A I asked him about a codefendant, yes.

0 Yeah. Did you intimate that if he was willing to




10
11
12
13
14
15
le
17
18
19
20
él
22
23
24

25

951

Jon Hamby Cross by Mr. Pringle 522

implicate the codefendant, he could help himself out?

A Would I say it like that? No.

Q How would you have said it? How did you say it?

A I'd have to review the wvideo for exact words, but in
my opinion he was == I didn't think he was the shooter,

and I was trying to identify the shooter.

Q In your opinion you didn't think Quinton was the
shooter?
: No. I believe he was the one that got shot as he

grabbed the register.
Q Right. You don't believe he was the shooter in the

incident. At that time you didn't believe he was the

shooter.
A Correct.
Q Ckay. So you were asking him, hey, 1f you're there,

you know, point the finger at the shooter. Is that what
you were trying to do?

: As part of the investigation, we're trying to
identify both suspects. And if he was there, he would
know who that second person was.

Q And, you know, after all that, you did not get a
confession, any type of confession, did you?

A Ne.

Q And you knew that it was critical that you would get

a confession from Quinton, didn't you? You kadly needed
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him to confess, didn't you?
A No. You want a confession on every case, but very
rarely do you get it. So you have what you have, and
wherever the evidence leads is where you go.
Q I'm serry. Just one moment. I'm trying to skip over
some of this.

Okay. Let's dial back a little bit, change up here:
As far as -- you were at the actual crime scene the night

that it happened, right?

a At some point I was there in and out doing other
things too.
Q Did you have anything to do with gathering‘of

evidence of any kind?
A No.
Q Isn't it true that there was no physical evidence
recovered at the scene that would tie either one of these
guys to the crime?

MS. MUNSON: Objection, Your Honcr. He just answered
that he didn't have anything to do with that.

MR. PRINGLE: He didn't collect, but he's got
knowledge.

THE COURT: If he knows:
BY MR. PRINGLE:
Q Isn't it trué there was no physical evidence of any

kind, no fingerprints, no DNA, no blood, no witness, no
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video that clearly shows or could identify either one of
these guys? 1Isn't that true? Directly.

iy Yes. I mean, the incident lasted five seconds. We
recovered a DNA sample off the register. We could not
get a -- it was a DNA mixture so it couldn't be compared
with anyone. So there was physical evidence collected,
but ---

Q Nothing that could tie Quinteon Collins or for that
matter Ty Ladson to the crime.

A Nothing that I was aware of.

Q Okay. Were you aware of the incomplete investigation
that took place at that scene that night? Are you aware
of some of the prbblems'with the investigation?

yiy No, sir.

Q Qkay. Were you aware that, for whatever reason,
there was no evidence, they didn't even attempt to gather
any evidence from the counter of that convenience store?
Were you aware of that?

A Not aware of it, but I would understand why.

Q You think there's a good reason te not test that area
based on what we've all seen and what happened in that
cash register area? I mean, don't you think what -- I
mean, what would be the explanation why we wouldn't do a
thorough examination ¢f the whole area?

Py Depends on what you're considering thorough. But the
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fingerprint -- the cash register that Mr. Collins did grab
was fingerprinted and DNA -- swabbed for DNA. That was

the only area of this whole store they touched during the
five seconds that they were in the store.

Q You just got done saying it's only —-- all we can see
is a few seconds, right?

: No, sir. I said the time -- from the time the two
suspects entered the store till the time they left was
five seconds. -

Q Right. So's it's a real short video, or it's a short
interaction, isn't iﬁ?

p2) Correct.

Q Seconds.

How long does it take to transfer a fingerprint or
DNA or blood?

MS. MUNSON: Objection, Your Honor. I'd like to know
this witness's -- the foundation that this witness is
going to be able to testify about this stuff. Is he an
expert? Does he know how to do it?

THE COURT: I think you need to lay a foundaticn if
he knows.

MR. PRINGLE: I'm sorry?

THE COURT: I think you need tc lay a foundation if
he knows.

MR. PRINGLE: Okay.
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BY MR. PRINGLE:

Q All right. So did you have anything to do -- other
than the interviews that we've talked about, did you have
anything to do with, say, gathering of video evidence of
the area around B Pam's? Cameras?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And, in fact, we got some camera images from a
few of the surrounding businesses that are right there
within maybe a block or so; is that fair?

A Yes. I got one set of cameras from a business down
Saco Lowell Road.

Q Okay. And were you part of the process that -- I
guess we learned that y‘all tried to run possible routes
that would have been, I guess, lack of a better term,
getaway routes from B Pam's heading east. Were you part
of that where you guys went through those test runs?

A I'm not sure what you mean about test runs. Had we

driven from point A to point B?

Q Did you check for other cameras along any of those
routes?
A ‘After the incident location -- after the incident

happened, we went to different locations looking for
cameras, yes.
Q Okay. And, in fact, I mean, obviously, as we sit

here, there are no camera ilmages of any kind of either one
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of these two guys anywhere immediately after this incident
happened; isn't that true? You have -- nobody recovered
anything that would put them in the vehicle or show them
anywhere between where they say the crime was committed
and where they -- the direction that they headed. 1Isn't
it true there's no additional video or evidence?

A I could not agree with you on that.

Q You said -- you said you got video from one of the
neighboring businesses, but there's no other wvideo of
anything else heading where y'all think that these robbers
headed from the B Pam's robbery, 1is there?

A Have I seen vidso after the incident that involves
their car? Yes.

Q Right. Okay. MNothing on some type of escape route
or anything like that immediately after the robbery.

A From a business away from —--—-

Q Yeah. I mean, you would agree that there's probably,

what, hundreds or thousands of cameras?

A I would have no idea.

Q I mean, they're everywhere, right?

A A lot of people have cameras, yes.

Q You think there would have been images taken in any

kind of escape route that would have been taken that might
be useful to identify who these guys were?

A There are a lot of cameras, yes.
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Q Yeah., But we don't have any, do we?

A I can testify to the one business I went to and
collected their video.

Q Right. And that doesn't prove who was involved, does
it?

A That one -- it was raining that night, and it was
dark, and it showed nothing.

Q Were you given any information about -- or did you

check the local, I guess, hospitals and medical areas for
anybody that reported being a victim of a gunshot wound?
A Yes.

Q Did you find any -- any -- did you find any results

that might have anything to do with our case?

A No.

0 And certainlily, not either one of these guys.

A No one.

Q Who was Detective Michelle Ramey in your
investigaticn?

A She's the detective in Mauldin that I contacted to go

to Club Epic to get the video for me that the owner sent.
Q And, again, without going into what was said, how
many times did you speak with this Mike Utsey?

A I spoke with him on the phone once, then he come in
for an interview the day after we arrested Mr. Collins and

Mr. Ladson, and then about maybe two weeks later I did a
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follow-up interview with him.

Q That was the final one, wasn't it, with him?

‘A Yes, sir.

Q How come you didn't ge¢ back to him anymore after
that?

A He gave -- I mean, it was the last interview. I

didn't need anything else from him.
Q Well, I guess, okay, the first time you talked to him
on the phone not even two weeks after the incident, right?

And that was not recorded.

4 Correct.
Q And we've been over what he told you. Forget about
that. Why the need to go and interview him again after

that? After he told you what he teld you and you reacted
or acted on that infoermation, why the need to have a
second interview with Mike Utsey?

A Well, the first time I was on the phone with him, I
wouldn't consider that an interview. I actually asked him
to come in for an interview the day after we arrested the
two, and he come in for an interview at the police
department that day.

Q Okay; So that would be what you'd call the first
like, I guess, real interview.

A Yes.

Q And it was recorded and all that.
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A Yes.
Q All the bells and whistles.

And you -- I mean, was there something that abruptly
ended that interview? Was there something that terminated
it unnaturally? Or was it something that you all just
kind of broke when it was over?

A No. Just a completed interview.
Q Okay. So we had a phone call where he gave you some
info, then we had the first official inﬁerview. And that

was completed.

iy Yes, sir.
Q Not interrupted for any reason, is what I'm asking.
A Yes, sir.
Q Why the need to go back a third time and interview

him after that?

A After that we have some -- we had some cell phone
records of his that come back, and we did a follow-up
interview based on those.

Q Is it fair to say that after the first phone call and
the first official interview, he really wasn't making the

connections that you needed him to make in this case?

iy I would not agree with that.
Q He wasn't giving you the answers you wanted, was he?
A He gave us the answers that he -- I felt like he was

being honest about the answers he gave.
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Q Okay.l So if he was honest and he told you what
happened, the second interview, why did we have a third
interview that went intec all that all over again? That
was beyond cell phone stuff.

MS. MUNSON: Obidection to the commentary.

BY MR. PRINGLE:

Q Okay. I guess I don't understand why the need -- if
we had a completed interview, why the need for the third
cne.

A Because during the completed interview, on'a portion
of that, Mr. Utsey did not remember some of it sd we
revisited that and then also talked about the updated cell
phone records that we had since gotten, and talked te him
about those. It was all kind of tied together.

And also, after we inquired about the wound on
Mr. Collins's neck with him I believe during that
interview also, which we did not cover during the first
interview.

Q Say that last part again? I'm sorry. Please,

MS. MUNSON: Your Honor, I'm going toc obiect te his
answer and to the guestion. This is hearsay. BHe's being
asked to say what Utsey said in response to what he said.

MR. PRINGLE: Actually, I asked -- we're trying to
explore why the need for a third interview.

THE COURT: We've already ruled on the hearsay of
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Mr. Utsevy.
MR. PRINGLE: Okay.
BY MR. PRINGLE:
Q You said that he had expressed some doubt about some

things which is what you wanted to follow up on or he was

unclear?

A He Jjust wasn't clear about certain aspects of the
interview.

Q Okay. 2&nd isn't it true that tﬁe real purpcse for

the third and final interview was to get him tc say what
you wanted? |

iy No, sir.

Q You wouldn't agree that ycocu -- and ﬁho was 1t -- oh,
who was in that third interview with you? There was
ancther police officer there.

ya\ It was Captain Lovell again.

Q Again. And you'd agree that both of you were

interrogating him, interviewing him at that time?

A No.
Q Both of you participated?
A We met him in a parking lot. He's sitting in the

backseat of my car and we had a conversation. He was
behind us, and we had a conversation.
Q So I guess I'm referring to -- was the last interview

on February 28th of '197
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A That sounds right.
Q That last interview, wasn't that in an interview rocm

being recorded?

A No, sir.
Q The last interview?
iy No, sir.

MR. PRINGLE: I'm sorry. We need to approach.

(WHEREUPON, a bench conference was held off the record.)
BY MR. PRINGLE:
Q A1l right. I'm going to end it with this, ockay? As
vou sit here today, you cannot tesfify that there was any
direct physical blood, DNA, fingerprints or witnesses that
directly put either one of these guys at B Pam's that

night; is that correct?

A That's a lot in that one question. Would you repeat
it?

0 Okay. - There are no fingerprints ---

A Correct.

Q -—-— right, for whatever reason?

There's no blood.

A Correct.

Q No DNA. No eyewitness that can identif& either one
of them.

A When you say no DNA, there was DNA collected.

Q Right. But I mean at the crime scene.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

563

Jon Hamby Cross by Mr. Pringle 534
A There was DNA collected at the crime scene.

0 Right. No DNA that connects to Quinton Collins or Ty
Ladson.

A No comparable sample, vyes.

Q Okay. And we know you got some DNA out of the

vehicle later on.
A I did not.
Q Okay. You weren't part of that. Okay.

But no DNA to tie to either one of them at the crime
scene. No video evidence where you could look and say
that either one of them with any specificity or certainty?
A Both subjects were wearing a mask when I saw them.

Q Okay. 8So you wouldn't be able to identify anybody,
in fairness to you or anybody, right?

A Correct.

Q There's not even any direct evidence that these guys
were even together at the time of the robbery, is there,
direct, physical evidence?

yi I would say the cell phones to me i1s direct, but ---
Q Okay. The cell phone tower stuff, is that what
you're talking about?

A I'm saying the cell phone information that I got and
it showed the two cell phones traveling together to Easley
from Greenville puts them together.

Q Okay. But that's it, right? No direct evidence
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other than what -- you know, the cell phone stuff.

y2 You're asking if I got any from the store. I did
not.

Q No. I know. But there isn't any, right? I mean,

you have no knowledge of any, do you?
A From the store that night?
Q Right. From the murder. From the scene.
A I did not get any.
Q The actual crime scene, yeah.
A Correct.

MR. PRINGLE: Okay. Thank you. Neothing further.

THE COURT: Cross by Mr. Ladson?

MR. BOATWRIGHT: One moment, Your Honor.

Your Honor, may we have a brief recess so that you
could consider the issues we talked about on sidebar?

THE COURT: All right. Ladies and gentlemen -- let's
approach about timing first.
{WHEREUPON, a bench conference was held off the record.)

THE COURT: All right. Ladies and géntlemen, we're
going to take a short break. And on your break, this is
where your duties as foreperson comes in, I want you to
let me know -- again, I'm not talking real late here, but
I would like to hopefully get the State's case in, we come:
back tomorrow -- we will come back tomorrow anyway, but

just let me know how late that y'all coculd be here
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tonight, okay? Not tonight, but this evening. All right.
If yv'all can be here till 5:30 or 5:45 or 6:00, just y'all
let me know that, okay?

JURY FOREMAN: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. And just tell that to the
bailiff, okay?

JURY FOREMAN: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. And then we'll bring you back out
just as soon as possible.

(WHEREUPON, the jury exits the courtroom at 4:37 PM.)

THE COURT: All right. I don't remember who
requested this meeting.

MR. PRINGLE: We did.

THE COURT: Y'all did. Yes.

MR. BOATWRIGHT: Judge, we just sent you two cases,
one was from the United States Supreme Court and one is
from the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals, both of which
have outlined that an agent such as an officer is acting
as an agent of the state in theilr government capacity if
they're perfeorming their duties of their jok and therefore
they are a party opponent, and their statements are an
exceptibn to the rule against hearsay.

THE COURT: I don't have those cases. They're not
coming in.

(Pause in proceedings.)
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THE COURT: He can pull it up on Westlaw if you've
got the cite.

MR. BOATWRIGHT: The first one is State v. Villeda,
V-I-L-L-E-D-A.

THE COURT: Give him the cite. BAll we need is the
cite.

MR. BOATWRIGHT: 599 S.E.2d 62, 2004.

THE COURT: That's North Carolina Court of Appeals?

MR. BOATWRIGHT: Yes, Your Honor. And they focllow in

accordance with the Fourth Circuit, which is the United

States Court of Appeals Fourth Circuit, United States vs.

Barile. And the citation for that one, if you're ready.

THE COURT: All right. The other case is the one
cited in this North Carolina case?

MR. BOATWRIGHT: Yes, Your Honor. The United States

vs. Barile,

THE COURT: I mean, those are the prosecuting
officers on that particular criminal prosecution. I mean,
it's talking abeocut the statement of the investigating
officer on one on a particular DUI, which I don't think
there's any question about that. But Jjust having scme
othef agency that's not involved in there, I don't agree
with that, interpretation of this.

MR. PRINGLE: Well, it was cocrdinated, I mean,

between law enforcement and the agent. The whole purpose
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was go out and hit him with a home wisit and see if you
can find the stocking cap or the clothes, and while you're
at it, check out his torso. B&nd they did all that. &nd
then they went back and told —- I believe iﬁ was Hamby or
Liner, it's certainly in Hamby's report, it might even be
in Liner's, I can't recall. But, you know, it's clear
that Duncan went out there and wasn't able to find any
evidence. And he did examine his body.

All T'm trying to establish is that law enforcement,
he has knowledge of that, that there was at least one
other time that people checked this guy for a bullet wound
or whatever it is they're alleging.

MS. MUNSCN: TI don't know how he checked him. I
mean, if you're going to allow this witness to give even
more hearsay testimony, how do we know how he checked him.
Did he 1lift his shirt? Did he take his shirt off? We
don't know that, and we can't know that. We can't know
that without Duncan being here.

THE COURT: All right. B&nd I don't read those case
-- I'm going to stick with my ruling on that.

811l right. The jury has asked what are the number of
witnesses that remain for the State's case? Tﬁo witnesses
and a video?

MS. MUNSON: Two witnesses and the video, Your

Honor.
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THE CQURT: How long is the video?

MS. MUNSON: Maybe four to five minutes. There are
two of them. One is like seconds long.

THE COURT: 211 right. I'm going to put four to five
minutes.

MR. PRINGLE: You sald four or five, not 45, right?

THE COURT: All right. 1I'1ll just put two witnesses
and a four to five minute video.

All right. Anything else we need to address before
the jury comes in?

MR. PRINGLE: WNo, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything from Ladson?

MR. BOATWRIGHT: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything else from the State?

MS. MUNSON: Well, I guess we need to know whether or
not they're going to object to the jail call coming in.

MR. PRINGLE: Yeah. We are. Aren't we?

MR. BOATWRIGHT: Yeah.

MR, PRINGLE: Yeah.

THE COURT: All right.

MR. PRINGLE: The first objection will be relevance.
It's a tape of Mr. Collins talking to his mom from the
jail. I believe it was yesterday or last night. And
essentially, and I don't want to —— I can't quote her, but

she said something to him to the extent, and this is her
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talking, net him, she's referring to the witness that was
on the stand in reference to Mr. Rhodes that testified
earlier. You know, he was on the stand yesterday. She's
talking about him, and she said something to the extent of
he knows -- 1s it he knows his ass is grass or -- he knows
his ass is grass. And he says, "He's scared.” I believe
that's what is being said. I don't want to
mischaracterize it. But obviously, her saying something
about the witness teo him is not his statement. And him
saying, "He's scared,”" I question what's the relevance of
that.

MS. MUNSON: The relevance is, Your Honor -- and it
is Mr. Collins's mother referring to Darius Rhodes. They
both say that he was scared. His mother says, "His ass is
grass." Mr. Collins adcpts that statement. He doesn't
say —- and, again, this is really probative, Your Honor,
because Darius Rhodes's whole testimony was about Ladson.
There's nothing on the call.

THE COURT: What does Mr, Collins say in this
audio?

MS. MUNSON: He agrees. He says, "Yeah." He dces
say, "He's scared. He's scared.”" BAnd then he makes some
fun of him about ---

MR. PRINGLE: That's -- I'm sorry. Go ahead.

MS. MUNSON: Go ahead.
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MR, PRINGLE: No. Are you done? I'm sorry.

MS. MUNSON: So that's what it is, Your Honor. It's
probative to show that they have knowledge of this
witness. It wasn't even {elating to him. B&And, again,
rather than say I don't care what Rhodes says, that has
nothing to do with me, they're talking about him being
scared and there's his mother saying "his ass is grass"”
and him agreeing with that.

THE COURT: Let's do this then. Because that's,
obviously, very short with Christy Leopard. I want to
listen to that. I mean, you know, what I've heard so far,
and I want to listen to it, it doesn't jump out to me as
something that's going to be relevant, and it's not
something that he said. But that's something I want to
look at -- listen to pfobably before I make that ruling.

MR. PRINGLE: Thank you.

THE COURT: I guess let's listen to it now then.

MS. MUNSON: Your Honor, may Major Hamby step down?

THE COURT:' Al1 right. Well, we've got —-- they say
they have to leave at 5:00 so we need to finish up with
this witness.

MS., MUNSON: Okay.

THE COURT: All right.

MR. BOATWRIGHT: Just in case, for judicial

efficiency, Judge, based on your ruling, I won't have any
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questions for him.

THE COURT: 0Okay. &ll right. And I'm sorry. Again,
we'll come back tomorrow. I den't have a problem with
that.

MR. PRINGLE: We just assume get through what we can
tonight too.

THE COURT: Well, and they've indicated 5:00. That's
what I'm saying. If you want to ---

MR. PRINGLE: I think they said Leopard's only a few
minutes, right?

THE COURT: No. We've got to finish up with him.
But Leopard is this.

MR. PRINGLE: O©Oh, that's the jail call. Okay.

THE COURT: And your other -- I mean --—-

MS. MUNSON: Finishing up with him will take till
5:00.

THE COURT: OQkay. &all right. Bring the jury in.

(WHEREUPON, the jury entered the courtroom at 4:50 PM.)

THE CCURT: Thank you, Mr. Foreman, on your
communication. We should be able to live up to that with
finishing up with this witness.

All right. Mr. Boatwright?

MR. BOATWRIGHT: No further questions, Your Honor.

THE CQURT: A1l right. And any redirect?

MS. MUNSON: Yes, Your Honor.
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REDIRECT FXAMINATICN

BY MS. MUNSON:

Q Was Mr. Utsey -- is it Utsey or Utsey?

A I say Utsey. I'm not sure.

Q Was he a suspect?

A No.

Q In your conversations with Mr. Collins, did you

dangle anything in front of him?

A No.

Q Did you c¢ffer him anything?

A No. .

Q Any good cop/bad cop shenanigans?

y:\ No. We just tried tco get the truth out of him.

Q And the other -- you found no other videos clearly
showing the Subaru leaving the area, clearly éhowing it.

A No.

Q All right. Let me show you back to State's 32 and
38, When you first examined, for lack of a better word,
Mr. Collins, did he lift his hecodie that high to where you
could have seen that bump on his back?

A No, And even in the day of his arrest, all he had on
was a crew neck T-shirt, and yéu couldn't see the injury
there with just a regular collar. When I interviewed him
the first time, he had a hoodie on which is bulky arcund

the neck, and then he just pulled it up to like his
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underarms, and I couldn't see above his mid-chest up.

MS. MUNSON: Okay. Thank you.

Nothing further, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. You may step down.

All right. Ladies and gentlemen, as I reported to
you, we have, from what I understand, two or three fairly
short witnesses and possibly a video. That's what's been
represented to me. So I'm going to ask y'all to come in a
little bit earlier tomorrow, 2:00, and we'll hit the
ground running and just -- I mean, we'll just see where we
go. And hopefully we can —-- you need to make plans, you
know. We're gecing to be here until we finish the case
tomorrow.

So with that being said, do not discuss the case
among yourselves and your friends and family. Do not do
any type of research about the case. Do not pay any
attention to media coverage including social media about
this. BAnd if anybody contacts you other than someone from
the clerk’s office, please let the bailiffs know.
OCtherwise, y'all have a good evening. We'll see you at
9:00.

Do not listen to any recordings about for jurors.

(WHEREUPON, the jury exits the céurtroom at 4:53 PM.)

THE COURT: All right. Do we want to listen to the

video -~ I mean the audic jail call?
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(Pause in proceedings.)

THE COURT: While she's doing that, any jury charges
that y'all have, y'all need to get them to me tonight.

MR. BOATWRIGHT: Defense for Ladson is fine with your
standard, Judge.

THE COQURT: This is -—- one of the few parts of this
that may not be that complicated is probably going to be
the jury charge. I guess I Jjust jinxed it. ©No. I mean,
I think -- anyway, we'll talk about that tomorrow. But
I'm just saying if you have any, send them to my law clerk
tonight and we'll have -- I'll have a charge conference.

MR. PRINGLE: Are we able to see -- what's the
instruction that we're using for beyond a reascnable
deoubt?

THE CQURT: I kind of use both of them.

Okay.

(WHEREUPON, the jail call audio was played in open court.)

MS. MUNSON: Now, certainly, Judge, all the stuff
leading up to the conversation of Mr. Rhodes and after
discussing Mr. Rhodes would have to be edited out for all
kinds of reasons.

THE COURT: Well, I'm not judging the entertainment
value of it. I don't see that that's relevant information
and I'm not going to allow it.

MS. MUNSON: Thank you, Your Honor.
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THE COURT: All right. Anything else?

MR. PRINGLE: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. So 9:00 be ready to tee them
up.

(WHEREUPON, proceedings recessed at 5:01 PM.)
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1 Friday, February 24, 2023
2 {(WHEREUPON, proceedings reconvened at 9:06 AM.)
3 THE CQURT: All right. We're now on the record.
4 Defense for Ladson, I believe you all indicated y'all
5 would like to put something on the record.
6 MR. BOATWRIGHT: Yes, Your Honor. It was brought to
7 our attention that the witness Ryan Collins had a criminal
8 record. The State did not disclose his criminal record to
9 us prior to trial, nor did they disclose it to us once he
10 was done with his direct examination. Our understanding,
11 based on the information we received, was that he had pled
12 guilty to numerous amount of charges. I think the most
13 important one would be the attempted murder pled down to
14 A&B second. And undér Rule 609, we would have been able
15 to use that information to impeach him on
16 cross—examination. BSo we wanted to get that on the
17 record.
18 THE COURT: What remedy are you requesting? Do we
19 ‘ call him back?
20 MR. BOATWRIGHT: I think at most the remedy I
21 request, Judge, would be able to tell the jury in closing
22 arguments that he was convicted of that charge as well.
23 MS. OWENS: Your Honor, I'll share that the witness's
24 Mr, Coliins criminal history includes a 2016 conviction
25 for unlawful carrying of a pistol; a 2016 conviction for




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
195
20
21
22
23
24

25

assault and battery in the third degree, and a 2016
conviction for use of vehicle without permission, and a
2018 conviction for assault and battery by mob in the
third degree. The State's position, not one of those
offenses carries a penélty of greater than one year. Not
one of those offenses involves a crime invelving
dishonesty or false statement. And by way of Rule 609,
they would not have been admitted to impeach Mr. Collins's
testimony.

TEE COURT: Anything you want to put on behalf of
Mr. Collins?

MR. PRINGLE: WNo, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Yes?

MR. BOATWRIGHT: Yeah, Judge. I would just respond
and say that had the NCIC been disclosed, we would have
been able to confront the witness about it and determine
what his actual convictions were. It's our bkelief that he
had pled to A&B second and was sentenced to two years in

prison- for 1it.

THE COURT: Well, I don't believe that -- I'm not
sure —-—- you know, subject to any kind of recall by the
defendant, I'm not sure what the remedy is. I don't

believe it warrants any type of mistrial. I don't believe
it's abuse of discovery. 8o I guess you're on the record.

I don't believe it's something I should pubklish to thé
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jury or that you should be allowed to publish teo the jury
at this point without him being able to explain.

MR. BOATWRIGHT: Thank you, Judge.

THE COURT: All right. Anything else from the State
before we bring the jury in?

MS. MUNSON: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything else from Collins?

MR. PRINGLE: WNo, Your Hocnor.

THE COURT: And Ladson?

MR. BOATWRIGHT: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: It's my understanding we have one more
witness.

MS. MUNSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And publishing the video.

MS., MUNSON: Publishing the two videos, Your Honor.

THE COURT: &And y'all feel very comfortabkle that
that's going to happen.

MS. MUNSON: I don't feel comfortable with anything.

THE COURT: Okay. 24ll right.

{Pause in proceedings.)

THE COURT: All right. We'll be at ease until -- of
course we have a jury issue -- juror issue starting off
the day.

MS. OWENS: Do we know if it's Mr. Gaddy?

THE COURT: I don't know. I don't know who that is.
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MS. OWENS: I share that only because if it was the
Court's intentions to replace Mr. Gaddy with the
alternate.

THE CCURT: I did not make that decision. I said
that was a discussion.

We'll be at ease until -- we have to go send somebody
out for him again.

(WHEREUPCON, a recess is taken at 9:11 AM; proceedings
reconvened at 9:20 AM.)

THE COURT: We now have all the jurors. Thank you.
Please be seated.

Think I couldn't have been any clearer that we're
starting at 2:00, but obviously there was some confusion.

All right. 1Is the State ready?

M3, MUNSON: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Defense ready —---

MR. PRINGLE: Yes, Your Honor.

THE CCURT: ~--- Collins and Ladson?

MR. BCATWRIGHT: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right.

(WHEREUPON, the Jjury entered the courtroom at 9:21 AM.)

THE COURT: All right. The State may proceed with
the next witness.

MS. MUNSON: May it please the Court. Your Honor,

the State calls Jamie Newtfon.
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THE CLERK: Raise your right hand, please.
WHEREUPON,
JAMIE NEWTON ,
After having been duly sworn, testified as follows:
THE CLERK: Thank you. If you would, have a seat and
state your name for the reccrd, please.
THE WITNESS: Jamie Newton.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. MUNSON:

Who do you work for, ma'am?
Easley City Pclice Department.
And what is your job title?
Forensics and evidence manager.

What do you do?

= ORI o )

I do Property and Evidence, I do video, media, FOIA,
crime scene. I take care ¢f dispositions from the
solicitor's office. I take care of all the stuff for
SLED. Keep up with all the lgb results.

Q Okay. As far as this case, I'm going toc ask you
briefly about shell casings that were collected. Now, how
many were collected? How many shell casings were
collected behind the counter where Stacey was?

A There were two.

Q Okay. And what could you tell about them?

A They were silver or nickel in color.
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Q All right.

A They were of 380 caliber.

Q All right. And what abcut any shell casings in the
common area, the customer area of the B Pam's store?

A 8o originally, per the photos, there were two in the
commecn area that were brass color. There was one
collected outside kind of by the sidewalk that was also
brass.

Q Okay. So the two behind the counter and the two on

the other side of the counter with customers were

different.
A Correct.
Q Now, did you have an cccasion to go with one of the

defendants to a doctor's office?

A Yes, ma'am.

0 And when was that?

A I hbelieve it was September of 2020 is when we went to
the doctor.

Q Okay. All right. Did you see the doctor?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Do you know his name?

n I bhelieve it was Strathern, Dr. Strathern.

Q Ckay. And where did you go?
n It was at AnMed. It was in Anderson. I don't

remember the exact like address, but it was in Anderson.
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Q All right. And what was your purpose in goilng there?
A We had a court order toc do a surgical procedure to

get the projectile that was in Mr. Collins's back out.

Q Okay. And why were you there?

P2\ I was there to collect the projectile. 2&And then I
was going to take the projectile to SLED so SLED could do
an analysis on the projectile and compare it with
projectiles that they had test-fired from Stacey's
firearm.

Q So this particular projectile, was there a particular
gun that you needed to compare?

A Correct. Because from the crime scene they collected
Stacey's gun.

Q Okay.

A So they wanted to see if the bullet that was in

Mr., Collins's back came from Stacey's gun.

Q A1l right. And you were not able tc do that, right?
A Correct. Because when —-—-

Q Go ahead.

A No. I was going to say whenever I went and the
docfor looked at his back, he said the bullet had been
removed. And he ordered an additional X-ray to make sure
it had been removed before hé started his surgical
procedure.

So after he got the X-ray back from that day, he
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compared it with the previous X-ray, and the projectile
was no longer in his back. |
MS. MUNSON: May I approach, Your Honor?
THE CQURT: You may.
BY MS. MUNSON:
Q All right. Ms. Newton, I'm showing you State's

Exhibits Number 30 and 31. If vyou can, take a look at

those.

A (Reviews exhibits) Uh-huh.

Q Do you recognize them?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And how do you recognize them?

A This is my handwriting. And then.this 1s -- these

are the photos that I took of the scar in the back of
Mr. Collins's back.

Q Okay. Are State's Exhibit -- are these exhibits
true and accurate depictions of the photographs that you

took on that day?

A Yes, ma'am.
Q And when did you take those photos?
A January 6, 2021.

MS. MUNSON: Your Honor, at this time I would move
State's 30 and 31 into evidence.
THE COURT: Any objection from Collins?

MR. PRINGLE: ©No, Your Honor.
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1 THE COURT: Ladson?

2 MR. BOATWRIGHT: No, Your Honor.

3 (WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit Numbers 30 and 31 were

4 ' admitted into evidence.) |

5 BY MS. MUNSON:

o Q State's Exhibit Number 31, Ms. Newton, explain for

7 the jury what this is.

8 y:\ This is a photographic scale where I wrote the date,
8 the time, our case number, the location we were at, and
10 then whose back it was, and then my information down

11 below.

12 Q Okay. And if you can use the laser pointer up there
13 with the little red button on 1t, what is it that you were
14 actually trying to photograph?
15 A This area right here {indicating). This scar.
16 Q Okay. And now State's Exhibit Number 30, what does
17 that show?
18 A It still shows the photographic scale just from a

19 different distance. Still has date, time, court —- or
20 case number, where I was at, the Pickens County jail,
21 Quinton's name, my name, and then just to show a scale as
22 l far as how long the dimension was.

23 Q Okay.

24 A &nd that's, of course, Quinton.

25 Q Thank you. Now, you didn't take these photographs
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until January of 2021, correct?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q ‘And if you saw the scar in September of '20 —---
A Correct.

Q —-—-— why didn't you take the photographs then?

A Because I was there to collect the bullet.

Q Was there another procedure that caused ycu to go

take these photographs?
A Aﬁparently there was. I mean, we didn't take him,
Q No. What I'm asking you is by what mechanism did you
have permission tc take these photos?
A Oh, we had court orders for both.

MS. MUNSON: Okay. I have nothing further, Your
Honor.

.THE COURT: Cross-examination?

MR. PRINGLE: Just very briefly.

CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. PRINGILE:
Q Again, you never saw any bullet or any other object
live. You weren't able to collect anything, were you?
: On what date and time? Are you talking about when I
went with Quinton?
Q You tell me. Was there ever a date that you ever
were able to collect any kind of bullet or any other

object out of Mr. Collins's body?
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A No. Because it was gone.
Q Okay. So you don't even know if it was there or
what it was, if it was a bullet. You have no idea,.do
you?
A I saw 1t. I mean, I saw pictures.

MR. PRINGLE: Okay. Nothing further.

MR. BOATWRIGHT: May it please the Court.

CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. BOATWRIGHT:
Q You testified about getting the shell casings out of

B Pam's. Was that the day of the incident?

A I .did not collect the shell casings. I reviewed
photoes.
Q Okay. And of those photos that you reviewed, did

that include the additional shell casing that was found
like a year later?

A Correct.

Q Okxay. And then lastly, Photo 30 that we Jjust saw,
were you the one taking that picture?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. And that -- you lifted his shirt?

a No., I had assistance.

Q Okay. So they just lifted his shirt and you took the
picture.

A Yes, sir.
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Q So from them lifting his shirt, vou were able to see
the scar?
iy Yes, sir.

MR. BOATWRIGHT: Thank you. No further questions.

THE COURT: Redirect?

MS. MUNSON: No, Your Honor.

THE CQURT: All right. You may step down.

MS. MUNSON: Your Honor, at this time we would
request permission to play State's Exhibits 12 and 13,
they're in evidence, the two B Pam's videos.

MR. PRINGLE: No objection.

THE COURT: You may proceed.

MS.AMUNSON: And perhaps this is a good time to
notify the jury that we talked about before that some of
the videos are edited.

THE COURT: Ckay. Ladies and gentlemen, we're going
to publish videos. And these -- there are certain
portions that have been redacted and edited with
consultation with both the State and the defendants of
material that is either irrelevant or not admissible under
our rules. And that's -- nobody's trying to hide
anything, but that's the purpose that you may have editing
in these videos.

You may proceed.

MS. MUNSON: Thank you, Your Honor.
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{WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit Number 12, a videc, was played
in open court.)
THE COURT: Just for the record, you identified two
exhibits. That was exhibit?
MS. MUNSON: 12.
THE COURT: All right.
MS. MUNSON: &nd this is 13.
(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit Number 132, a video, was played
in open court.)
MS. MUNSON: May it please the Ceurt, Your Honor,
That is the State's case.

THE COURT: All right. Ladies and gentlemen, the

State has completed their case in chief, and at this time

there are things that I have to go over with the
attorneys. So if you'll gec back to your jury room. Do
not discuss the case, and we'll bring you out as soon as
we —-— 1t may take a little bit of time.
(WHEREUPON, the jury exits the courtroom at 95:3%9 AM.)

THE COURT: All right. The jury has been in their
jury room.

Is there anything from the State?

MS. MUNSON: WNo, Your Honor.

THE COURT: A1l right. Defendant Collins?

MR. PRINGLE: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Defendant Ladson?
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MR. BOATWRIGHT: Yes, Your Honor. We would move for
a directed verdict at this time. The State has rested.
The evidence that they presented was that Tychristian
Ladson was in a stolen Subaru Forester and that his cell
phone pinged in Easley. So we'd ask that the Court grant
a directed verdict.

THE COURT: All right. &And I believe that there is
sufficient evidence for this matter to go to the jury, so
I'1ll deny your motion,

MR. BOATWRIGHT: Thank vyou, Judge.

MS. MUNSON: And the State would also coppose the
motion for a directed verdict that I anticipate
'Mr. Pringle is'going te make.

THE COURT: 1I've already asked him. He said he
didn't have any motions.

MR. PRINGLE: I have nothing. Well, as a matter of
-- I mean, if I need to separately make the motion, I
guess Mr. Boatwright can't make it for both.

THE COURT: Okay. Well, I'll be glad to hear frcm
you.

MR. PRINGLE: So let's put it on the record. ©On
behalf of Collins, based on the whole and complete lack of
any direct or physical evidence connecting Mr. Ccllins to
the crime, they've wheclly failed to meet their burden.

It's clear. Just move for a directed wverdict based on the
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aforementioned, everything that we've seen and heard, Your
Honor.

THE COURT: All‘right. and T believe that, based on
the evidence, there is sufficient evidence for this to go
to the jury. It's a factual issue. So I'll deny your
motion there.

MR. PRINGLE: Thank you.

THE COURT: &All right. For the defense, do y'all
want some time to discuss now? Are y'all -- do y'all feel
like =-- well, I'l1l ask Collins. Do you anticipate
providing any evidence or any type of case?

MR. PRINGLE: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: 2ll right. And how about for Defendant
Ladson?

MR. BOATWRIGHT: ©No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. So at this time then let's go
through the right to testify with your clients. Are y'all
prepared to do that now or do you want to take a minute to
discuss it with them?

MR. PRINGLE: I've discussed it with Mr. Collins.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Collins and Mr. Ladson,
if y'all would stand. Raise your right hand.

(WHEREUPON, QUINTON MAURICE COLLINS and TYCHRISTIAN LADSON
o are duly sworn.)

THE COURT: 211 right. We are at the position of the
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trial or at the stage where the State has rested. And as
your attorneys have discussed with you, as they indicated
that now is the time toc determine whether you want to
present any evidence. And that is in twofold. There's
two -- there's really two parts to that guestion. You can
present evidence, and you can also -- you have to
determine whether you're going to testify or not.

If you don't testify and you don't present any
evidence, then as I'm sure your attorney told you, there's
some strategic reasons there. It gives your attorneys the
last argument on closing arguments. But also, you have a
right to testify. And that is totally your decisiocn.

That is a decision that you have to make. Now, you can
make that with consultation with your attorneys,
consultation with whoever you feel like you need to
consult with. But that is ultimately your decision.

If you were to testify, then you would be subject to
the same cross-—-examination as any other witness including
-- what's the criminal record for Mr. Collins that could
be usable if he were on cross—examination?

MS. MUNSON: Burglary second degree, arson third
degree -- actually, there's two counts of burglary second
degree, attempted armed robbery from April of 2018,
criminal conspiracy. And that would be the extent of it,

Your Hecnor.
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THE CCURT: All right. 2and be looking at Ladson's
while I talk about

Okay. Mr. Collins, if you were to testify, those are
crimes that could be brought up against vou, s0 you
understand that.

DEFENDANT COLLINS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. As to Mr. Ladson?

MS. MUNSON: Your Honor, as to Mr. Ladson, receiving
stolen goods over $2,000, burglary second degree,
possession of a stolen vehicle, and another receiving
stolen goods.

THE COURT: All right. And, Mr. Ladson, that's the
criminal record that can be used against you if you
testify.

DEFENDANT LADSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: WNow, again, that's if you decide to
testify. But you have a constitutional right not to
testify. And, again, that's totally your right. And if
you decide not to testify, then this jury would be
instructed that they're not even to consider the fact that
you testified, that you have no burden of proof, that
merely the -- that the fact that you didn't testify is not
even to be discussed by them in the jury rocom, because
that's you merely exercising your constitutional right.

So with that being said, Mr. Ceollins, first of all,
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are you under the influence of any alcohol, drugs or
medication today?

DEFENDANT COLLINS: No, sir.

THE COURT: Do you have any health or mental issues
which would keep you from understanding what's going on?

DEFENDANT COLLINS: No, sir.

THE COURT: And Mr, Ladson, are you under the
influence of any alcchol, drugs or medication today?

DEFENDANT LADSON: ©No, sir.

THE COURT: Do you have any health or mental issues
which would keep you from understanding what's going on?

DEFENDANT LADSON: No, sir.

THE COURT: All right; Mr., Collins, ycu understand
that you have a right to testify, but you alseo have the
constitutional right not to testify?

DEFENDANT COLLINS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. Do you want to have
additional time to discuss this with your attorney before
making a final decision on that?

DEFENDANT COLLINS: No, sir.

THE COURT: Are you prepared to give me an answer at
this time?

DEFENDANT COLLINS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You don't need any additicnal time to

consult with your attorney or anyone else.
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DEFENDANT COLLINS: No, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. And what do you wish to do? Do
you wish to testify or not testify?

DEFENDANT COLLINS: Not, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Not to testify.

DEFENDANT COLLINS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And is that your decision?

DEFENDANT COLLINS: Yes, sir.

THE CQURT: Has anybody coerced you to make that
decision?

DEFENDANT COLLINS: No, sir.

THE COURT: Is that your decision on your own free
will after consultation with your attorney?

DEFENDANT COLLINS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: &nd understanding your right that you c<an
testify, you also have the right not to testify?

DEFENDANT COLLINS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Mr. Ladson, you also understand
your rights that you can testify, but you also have the
constitutional right not to testify?

DEFENDANT LADSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Are you in a position at this time to
tell me what you wish to do?

DEFENDANT LADSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: 2And what is that?
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DEFENDANT LADSON: Not to testify.

THE COURT: Okay. You do not wish to testify in your
trial.

DEFENDANT LADSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Is that your decision?

DEFENDANT LADSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Have you been coerced or threatened in
any way not -- to make that decision?

DEFENDANT LADSON: No, sir.

THE COURT: Is your decision freely and voluntarily
made?

DEFENDANT LADSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Is it made after consultation with your
attorney?

DEFENDANT LADSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you need any additional time to
discuss with your attorney that decision?

DEFENDANT LADSON: No, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. I find that both Mr. Collins and
Mr. Ladson have been advised of their rights and
understand their rights not to testify, and they have made
the decision not to testify, and that has been freely and
voluntarily made. And I will honor those wishes.

It's my understanding from Defendant Collins y'all do

not wish to provide any defense at this time.
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MR. PRINGLE: That's correct, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Ladson as well.

MR. BOATWRIGHT: Correct, Your Honor.

THE CQURT: 2ll right. Y'all can sit down.

Anything else from the State regarding that?

MS. MUNSON: No, Your Hcnor.

THE CQURT: All right. Let's -- do y'all want to
rest on the record? Or do you want me to tell them -- I
mean, it ---

MR. BOATWRIGHT: It doesn't matter to me, Judge.

THE COURT: 1I'd like to bring the jury out just to
let them know that that concludes all the evidence and
that we will have to have, you know, a falr amount of time
to go over the charge and make sure we're all on the same
page on that. We've got it together. We just need to
Ffinalize some things, and then we'll just have a -- you
just want to do it as a charge conference back in the
conference room, hash everything ocut we need to? And then
we'll come back and put anything on the record that
anybody needs to.

All right. Bring the jury back.

Anything from the State before I bring the jury in
just for that ---

MS. MUNSON: No, sir.

MR. PRINGLE: ©No, Your Honor.
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THE COURT; Collins and Ladson?

MR. BOATWRIGHT: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. And I'll just tell them that
the defense has rested as well, will not be presenting any
testimony. |

(WHEREUPON, the jury entered the courtroom at 9:49 AM.)

THE COURT: All right. Ladies and gentlemen, Jjust
before you left, the State rested. Okay. The defendants,
both Defendant Collins and Defendant Ladson have indicated
that they will not be presenting any evidence. 2nd,
again, that is their constitutional right. They have no
burden in this case. The burden is strictly on the State
to provide any evidence. And I will instruct you a little
further on our charge of the law that they have the
constitutional right to exercise their constitutiocnal
right not to testify. And that's something that you will
not even be considering when you begin your deliberations.

So that is all of the evidence that you will have for
your deliberation.

Now, at this time -- and we're going tc have to take
another break, but I wanted to kind of let you know what
was golng on because we have te go through the charge, and
that's the law that I'm going to be giving you. I need to
consult with the attorneys, make sure we've got everything

that's needed for that. 8So I just want to let you know.
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It will probably take about 30 minutes. And then we'll
come out, then I'll bring you outland the final stage is
we'll have closing arguments by the attorneys, then I will
charge you on the law, and then you'll go into your jury
room and begin your deliberations.

So at.this time I'm going to ask that you step back
in your room. Do not discuss the case, though. We
haven't gotten to that point yet because you need to hear
closing arguments and you also need to -- I need to charge
you on the law. So don't discuss the case, and I'll bring
you back out. Like I say, it may take about 30 minutes.
Just letting you know that. And then we'll -- this is the
final phase of the trial.

So, agaln, step back in your jury room and we'll call
you back out as soon as possible.

(WEEREUPON, the jury exits the courtroom at 9:51 AM.)

THE COURT: Ail right. If you all will give us a few
minutes, and then we will send for you all.

(WEEREUPON, a recess 1s taken at 9:52 AM; proceedings
reconvened at 10:32 AM.)

THE COURT: All right. In chambers we discussed the
jury charge and the verdict form. Any exceptions or
additions by the State?

MS. OWENS: Nothing from the State, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Defendant Collins?
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MR. PRINGLE: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: And Defendant Ladson?

MR. BCATWRIGHT: ©No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: So everybody's ready to proceed with
closing arguments?

MS. OWENS: The State's ready.

THE COURT: The State will argue first, Collins and
then Ladson. Any evidence, there will be no additional,
just make sure everybody's on the same page there.

All right. Everybody's ready. Bring the jury in.

(WHEREUPON, the jury entered the courtroom at 10:33 AM.)

THE COURT: All right. Ladies and gentlemen, as I
told you, it's the conclusicn of the trial. And at this
point we'll have closing argument. That is not evidence.
It's just the argument by counsel. We'll have —-- the
State will go first, thén Defendant Collins and then
Defendant Ladscn. After that I will charge you on the law
and you'll go back to your jury room and begin your
deliberations.

So at this time, Ms. Owens, I'll turn it over to you.

CLOSING ARGUMENTS

MS. OWENS: Thank you, Your Honor. May it please the
Court.

Goocd morning, ladies and gentlemen. It's been a long

week. But if you will remember back tc Tuesday morning
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when we started this trial, Judge Gravely gave you some
preliminary instructions about what you could expect from
this process. And one of the things that he told you was
that these defendants, just like every defendant charged
with a crime in this country, are presumed innocent. And
that presumption of innocence follows any criminal
defendant through the trial unless and until you the jury
decide that the State has proven the defendant guilty by
evidence that convinces you of their guilt beyond a
reasonable doubt.

Sometimes that presumption of innocence is described
as a cloak of innocence. Some judges will tell you that
the defendants are wearing a robe of righteousness that is
stripped away only once you are éonvinced of their guilt.
The evidence that you heard over the course of this trial
has systematically snipped away the threads of that cloak.
Quinton Cellins and Tychristian Ladson stand before you
now naked and guilty.

The judge is going to instruct you in just a few
moments about the crimes with which each of these
defendants is charged. The first of those is murder.

To prove the defendant is guilty of murder, the State
has to prove two things: first, that the defendant
intentionally, with malice, killed another person.

and the ijudge is going to instruct you what some of
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those legal terms mean, but generally, malice is a
meanness or an 1ll will. There's no good reason for it.

And second, the State has to prove that that malice
was in the mind of the actor. It's called malice
aforethought, that it was in their mind at the time,
formulated before they did the killing. And in this case,
as you've heard, and I donft expect this to be an issue of
dispute, we know that the act of the killing was the
firing of a shot at Ms. Stacey Branham, and that you
received a stipulation in this case that the parties agree
that Ms. Branham died as a result of that gunshot wound to
her chest. I don't expect that you will deliberate in any
significant way about whether Ms. Branham's death was
murder.

The defendants are also charged with attempted armed
robbery. The State has tc prove that the defendants
attempted to take something of value from the victim by
fecrce and that they were armed with a deadly weapon, in
this case a gun,

Again, you saw the video for yourself. There's not
been great dispute about what happened inside that
convenience store during that very short five to ten
second pericd during which one of the attackers reached
for the cash register. It is apparent from the video that

the intenticn was to attempt to take that item of wvalue.




602

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Closing Argument by Ms. Owens 573

I don't anticipate that you will deliberate for any
significant period about whether this was an attempted
armed robbery.

What remains then is whether these two defendants are
responsible for each of those two crimes.

Now, you may be wéndering.how it's possible for each
of these two defendants to be guilty of both murder and
attempted robbery when the evidence is cne of those people
reached for the cash register while the other fired a
shot. 2And in just a few moments the judge is going to
instruct you about a concept in our law in the State of
South Carolina called the hand of one being the hand of
all. Sometimes you'll hear it called accomplice
liability.

And what the law in our state says is that if two or
more people combine for the purpose of committing a crime,
they help each other, they assist each other, they join
together, then each of them is responsible for the natural
and probable consequences of their plan. In this case the
rlan was to commit an armed robbery while using a firearm.
It is a natural, probable, reasonable consequence that
someone might end up shot as a result of that rob