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Supreme Court of ^>outlj Carolina

In re: Adele J. Pope, Esq., Respondent.

Appellate Case No: 2024-000176

AND

And

1

Tommie Rae Brown, individually and on behalf ofher minor child,

James B.; Daryl J. Brown, individually and on behalf of his minor

child Janise B.; Lindsey Delores Brown; Deanna J. Brown Thomas;

Jason Brown-Lewis; Yamma N. Brown, individually and on behalf of

her minor child Sydney L. and Carrington L.; Tonya Brown; Venisha

Brown; Larry Brown; and Terry Brown, Plaintiffs,

Of whom Russell L. Bauknight, as Trustee of The James Brown 2000
Irrevocable Trust and the James Brown Legacy'Trust, as Personal

Representative of the Estate of James Brown, and on behalf of Alan

Wilson, in his capacity as Attorney General of the State of South

Carolina; Tommie Rae Brown, individually and on behalf of her

minor child, James B. II; Daryl J. Brown, individually and on behalf

of his minor child, Janise B.; Lindsey Delores Brown; Deanna J.

Russell L. Bauknight, as Trustee of The James Brown 2000

Irrevocable Trust and the James Brown Legacy Trust, as Personal

Representative of the Estate of James Brown, and on behalf of Alan

Wilson, in his capacity as Attorney General of the State of South

Carolina; Tommie Rae Brown, individually and on behalfofher

minor child, James B.; Daryl J. Brown, individually and on behalf of

his minor child, Janise B.; Lindsey Delores Brown; Deanna J. Brown

Thomas; Jason Brown-Lewis; Yamma N. Brown, individually and on

behalfof her minor child Sydney L. And Carrington L.; Tonya

Brown; Venisha Brown; Larry Brown; and Terry Brown,

Ex Parte: Russell L. Bauknight, as Personal Representative of the

Estate of James Brown and as Trustee of the James Brown 20000

Irrevocable Trust, Petitioner,
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And

v.

Adele J. Pope, Appellant.

Appellate Case No: 2023-001253

AND

2

Tommie Rae Brown, individually and on behalf ofher minor child,

James B. II; Daryl J. Brown, individually and on behalf ofhis minor

child Janise B.; Lindsey Delores Brown; Deanna J. Brown Thomas;

Jason Brown-Lewis; Yamma N. Brown, individually and on behalf of

her minor child Sydney L. and Carrington L.; Tonya Brown; Venisha

Brown; Larry Brown; and Terry Brown, are Respondents,

Russell L. Bauknight, as Trustee of the James Brown 2000

Irrevocable Trust and the James Brown Legacy Trust, as Personal

Representative of the Estate of James Brown, and on behalf of Alan

Wilson, in his capacity as Attorney General of the State of South

Carolina; Tommie Rae Brown, individually and on behalf of her

minor child, James B. II; Daryl J. Brown, individually and on behalf

of his minor child, Janise B.; Lindsey Delores Brown; Deanna J.

Brown Thomas; Jason Brown-Lewis; Yamma N. Brown, individually

and on behalf of her minor children Sydney L. and Carrington L.;

Tonya Brown; Venisha Brown; Larry Brown; and Terry Brown,

Plaintiffs,

Brown Thomas; Jason Brown-Lewis; Yamma N. Brown, individually

and on behalf of her minor child Sydney L. And Carrington L.; Tonya

Brown; Venisha Brown; Larry Brown; and Terry Brown,

Of whom Tommie Rae Brown, individually and on behalf ofher

minor child, James B. II; Daryl J. Brown, individually and on behalf

of his minor child Janise B.; Lindsey Delores Brown; Deanna J.

Brown Thomas; Jason Brown-Lewis; Yamma N. Brown, individually

and on behalf of her minor children Sydney L. and Carrington L.;

Tonya Brown; Venisha Brown; Larry Brown; and Terry Brown are
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Respondents,

v.

Adele J. Pope, Appellant.

Appellate Case No. 2023-001941

ORDER

C.J.

J.

J.

J.

J.

cc:

3

Pursuant to Rules 204(b) and 214, SCACR, Petitioner-Respondent Russell L.

Bauknight moves to certify Appellate Case No. 2023-001941 from the court of

appeals to this Court and consolidate that matter with Appellate Case No. 2023

001253 and Appellate Case No. 2024-000176. The motions to certify and

consolidate are denied, for it appears the court of appeals will expeditiously

conclude the matter. We further note our continuing concern with Respondent

Appellant Adele J. Pope's repeated abusive and meritless filings regarding the

underlying estate and trust.

Columbia, South Carolina

March 28 , 2024
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J. David Black, Esquire

Kirsten Elena Small, Esquire

Adele Jeffords Pope, Esquire

Adam Tremaine Silvemail, Esquire

William Jeffrey Smith, Esquire

Daryl L. Williams, Esquire

Kenneth B. Wingate, Esquire

Aaron Jameson Hayes, Esquire

Mark V. Gende, Esquire

The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings
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Aiken Common Pleas

Case Caption: Adele Jeffords Pope  VS James  Estate Of  Brown  , defendant, et al

Case Number: 2013CP0201337

Type: Order/Other

So Ordered

s/D.A. Early III 2136

Electronically signed on 2017-06-15 18:16:35     page 6 of 6
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

COUNTY OF NEWBERRY EIGTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

Susan D. Summer,

Plaintiff, Civil Action No. 2012-CP-36-688

v.

AFFIDAVIT

Defendant.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

13

Alan Wilson, in his official capacity

as Attorney General of South Carolina,

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
J

)
)
)

I am an attorney practicing in the State of South Carolina and was admitted to

practice in this state in 2014.

I am currently an Assistant Attorney General with the South Carolina Attorney

General’s Office.

As an Assistant Attorney General, my duties include reviewing and responding to

all Freedom of Information Act (4<F0IA”) requests made to the Attorney

General’s Office.

In that capacity, I have thoroughly searched the Office’s records on multiple

occasions for the $4.7 million Brown appraisal and all documents related to said

appraisal.

As part of each of the aforementioned searches, I have spoken to the Office’s staff

and thoroughly reviewed the Office’s physical and electronic files and

communications for the $4.7 million Brown appraisal and/or evidence that any

member of the Office’s staff has seen, received, or possessed the $4.7 million

Brown appraisal.

Based on these searches, I have determined that the Attorney General’s Office has

never seen, received, or possessed the $4.7 million Brown appraisal.

I, Marcie Greene, Esquire, do swear and affirm that the following is true and correct to

the best of my knowledge:



14

7. member of the

appraisal.

QUcc

Sworn to before me this /& day of , 2015.

2

14

I affirm that the foregoing is true to the best of knowledge and recollection.

/I

Marcie Greene

Furthermore, based on these searches I have determined that no

Office’s staff has ever seen, received, or possessed the $4.7 million Brown

Notary Public for South Carolina.

My Commission Expires: ^'/
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

COUNTY OF NEWBERRY EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

Susan D. Summer,

Plaintiff, Civil Action No. 2012-CP-36-688

v.

SUPPLEMENTAL AFFIDAVIT

Defendant.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

15

Alan Wilson, in his official capacity

as Attorney General of South Carolina,

I am an attorney practicing in the State of South Carolina and was admitted to

practice in this state in 2014.

I am currently an Assistant Attorney General with the South Carolina Attorney

General’s Office.

As an Assistant Attorney General, my duties include reviewing and responding to

all Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”) requests made to the Attorney

General’s Office.

In that capacity, I have thoroughly searched the Office’s records on multiple

occasions for the $4.7 million Brown appraisal and all documents related to said

appraisal.

As part of each of the aforementioned searches, I have spoken to the Office’s staff

and thoroughly reviewed the Office’s physical and electronic files and

communications for the $4.7 million Brown appraisal and/or evidence that any

member of the Office’s staff has prepared, owned, used, possessed, or retained the

$4.7 million Brown appraisal such that it would be considered a public record as

defined by S.C. Code § 30-4-20(c).

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

)
)
)

I, Marcie Greene, Esquire, do swear and affirm that the following is true and correct to

the best of my knowledge:
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6.

7.

a.

c.

e.

8.

2

16

These public record searches revealed that while the Office has made reference to

the $4.7 million figure in court filings, specifically the Motion to Supplement the

Record that was filed with the South Carolina Supreme Court, that figure was

taken from the “Supplemental Inventory and Appraisement” that was filed with

the Aiken County Probate Court and previously provided to the Plaintiff.

In regards to the $4.7 million Brown appraisal, my public record searches

revealed the following:

The $4.7 million Brown appraisal was not prepared by the Office or any of its

employees.

b. The $4.7 million Brown appraisal has never been owned by the Office or any

of its employees.

No employee of the Office has ever received the $4.7 million Brown

appraisal, in either physical, electronic, or any other form.

d. No employee of the Office has ever sent the $4.7 million Brown appraisal to

any individual or entity, in either physical, electronic, or any other form.

No employee of the Office has ever seen, possessed, or retained the $4.7

million Brown appraisal, in either physical, electronic, or any other form.

f. No employee of the Office has ever filed the $4.7 million Brown appraisal

with any court, attached it to any pleading or other document or e-mail, used it

as an exhibit in any form or fashion, or otherwise used it in either physical,

electronic, or any other form while acting within the course and scope of their

employment with this Office.

Based on the results of these searches, I have determined that neither the Attorney

General’s Office nor any the Office’s employees have ever prepared, owned,

used, possessed, or retained the $4.7 million Brown appraisal such that it would

be considered a public record as defined by S.C. Code § 30-4-20(c).
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I affirm that the foregoing is true to the best of knowledge and recollection.

/(QjbUf

, 2015.

3

17

Marcie Greene

Sworn to before me this \ day of

/vj

Notary Public for South Carolina.

My Commission Expires: 3 m 1 k
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30

Supreme Court of ^>outl) Carolina

And

30

Russell L. Bauknight, as Trustee of the James Brown

2000 Irrevocable Trust and the James Brown Legacy

Trust, as Personal Representative of the Estate of James

Brown, and on behalf of Alan Wilson, in his capacity as

Attorney General of the State of South Carolina; Tommie

Rae Brown, individually and on behalf of her minor

child, James B. II; Daryl J. Brown, individually and on

behalf of his minor child, Janise B.; Lindsey Delores

Brown; Deanna J. Brown Thomas; Jason Brown-Lewis;

Yamma N. Brown, individually and on behalf of her

minor children Sydney L. and Carrington L.; Tonya

Brown; Venisha Brown; Larry Brown; and Terry Brown

Alan Wilson, in his capacity as Attorney General of the

State of South Carolina; Tommie Rae Brown,

individually and on behalf ofher minor child, James B.

II; Daryl J. Brown, individually and on behalf of his

minor child Janise B.; Lindsey Delores Brown; Deanna J.

Brown Thomas; Jason Brown-Lewis; Yamma N. Brown,

individually and on behalf of her minor children Sydney

L. and Carrington L.; Tonya Brown; Venisha Brown;

Larry Brown; and Terry Brown, Plaintiffs,

Of whom Russell L. Bauknight, as Trustee of the James

Brown 2000 Irrevocable Trust and the James Brown

Legacy Trust, as Personal Representative of the Estate of

James Brown, and on behalf of Alan Wilson, in his

capacity as Attorney General of the State of South

Carolina; Tommie Rae Brown, individually and on

behalf of her minor child, James B. II; Daryl J. Brown,

individually and on behalf of his minor child, Janise B.;

Lindsey Delores Brown; Deanna J. Brown Thomas;

Jason Brown-Lewis; Yamma N. Brown, individually and

on behalf of her minor children Sydney L. and



31

And

v.

Adele J. Pope and Robert L. Buchanan, Jr., Defendants,

Of whom Adele J. Pope is the Appellant.

Appellate Case No. 2022-001713

ORDER

31

Appellant has filed a petition asking this Court to lift the automatic stay imposed in

this case pursuant to Rule 241(a), SCACR. The petition is denied.

Further, we prohibit Appellant from filing any additional requests to have the

automatic stay lifted in either the circuit court or this Court We take this

Carrington L.; Tonya Brown; Venisha Brown; Larry

Brown; and Terry Brown

Tommie Rae Brown, individually and on behalf other

minor child, James B. II; Daryl J. Brown, individually

and on behalf of his minor child Janise B.; Lindsey

Delores Brown; Deanna J. Brown Thomas; Jason Brown

Lewis; Yamma N. Brown, individually and on behalf of

her minor children Sydney L. and Carrington L.; Tonya

Brown; Venisha Brown; Larry Brown; and Terry Brown

are Respondents,

Appellant has also filed a motion with the circuit court to lift the automatic stay as

well as motions to reconsider orders issued by the circuit court. The circuit court

shall hold a hearing and issue an order within thirty days of the date of this order

addressing Appellant's pending motions to reconsider and to lift the automatic stay

in Case No. 2010-CP-40-04900. We caution Appellant that filing any additional

motions in response to the circuit court's scheduling order for this hearing will be

seen as an intentional effort to delay the case.



32

4

C.J.

£ J.

J.

J.

32

opportunity to caution Appellant that further frivolous filings in the circuit court or

this Court in this matter may result in contempt proceedings. This case has been

ongoing since 2010, and Appellant's frivolous filings and attempts to repeatedly

delay the matter have frustrated the prompt resolution of this case.

Columbia, South Carolina

March , 2023

cc:

Kenneth B. Wingate, Esquire

Mark V. Gende, Esquire

Everett Augustus Kendall, II, Esquire

Aaron Jameson Hayes, Esquire

Adam Tremaine Silvemail, Esquire

William Jeffrey Smith, Esquire

Daryl L. Williams, Esquire

Charles E. Carpenter, Jr., Esquire

Adele Jeffords Pope, Esquire

The Honorable Clifton Newman

Hill, J., not participating


