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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS 
_________________________ 

Appeal From The Administrative Law Court 
Honorable Ralph K. Anderson, III, Administrative Law Judge 

_________________________ 

Appellate Case No. 2022-000965 
_________________________ 

JOSEPH KELSEY, # 217218 .................................................................................... APPELLANT, 

V. 

SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF 
PROBATION, PAROLE AND PARDON SERVICES .........................................RESPONDENT. 

_________________________ 

MOTION TO SUPPLEMENT THE RECORD 
_________________________ 

Pursuant to SCACR 212(b), Appellant moves to supplement the Record on Appeal with 

the following: 

(1) A copy of Mr. Kelsey’s parole file compiled by Respondent S.C. Department of Probation,
Parole, and Pardon Services (“PPP”), which PPP provided to Parole Board members two
weeks before Mr. Kelsey’s April 24, 2024 parole hearing but to counsel two days before
the hearing (Exhibit 1);

(2) A copy of the Parole File Acknowledgement Form that Mr. Kelsey and undersigned
counsel were required to sign prior to Mr. Kelsey’s April 24, 2024 parole hearing (Exhibit
2);

(3) A copy of Mr. Kelsey’s parole memorandum and supporting documents submitted to PPP
on April 3, 2024 (Exhibit 3); and

(4) A copy of Mr. Kelsey’s November 29, 2023 and April 24, 2024 Notices of Parole Denial
(Exhibit 4).

The factual inaccuracies in Mr. Kelsey’s file, and his subsequent parole denial on the basis

of those inaccuracies, are directly relevant to this Court’s consideration of whether PPP and the 
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Board acted arbitrarily and capriciously, whether the Board has denied Mr. Kelsey parole in 

retaliation for his successful appeals, and whether PPP has given potential parolees meaningful 

access to their parole files. See Br. App. at 15–18, 18–22, 22–23. This Court should allow 

Appellant to supplement the record because the proposed material makes four things clear: (1) Mr. 

Kelsey’s concerns about inaccurate information being provided to the Board at his prior hearings 

were well-founded; (2) PPP and the Board have unconstitutionally engaged in arbitrary and 

capricious decision-making by willfully providing demonstrably false facts to the Board and 

denying parole based on those false facts, respectively; (3) the Board’s fluctuating vote counts in 

subsequent hearings further support Appellant’s claim that the Board’s decisions can only be based 

on something other than Mr. Kelsey’s impeccable record during his incarceration; and (4) the 

parole file access issue is not moot despite the Court’s order in Kelsey v. S.C. Dep’t of Prob., 

Parole & Pardon. Servs, 441 S.C. 373, 893 S.E.2d 588 (Ct. App. 2023) (Kelsey I).  

ARGUMENT 

Since this litigation commenced, Mr. Kelsey has appeared before the Parole Board twice 

more, on November 29, 2023 and April 24, 2024. As at prior parole hearings, Mr. Kelsey was 

denied parole at both hearings by varying vote counts, and each proceeding has been tainted by 

the identical procedural defects identified in the instant appeal. The most salient of these defects, 

confirmed by the materials Appellant seeks to make part of the appellate record, are gross factual 

inaccuracies contained in his parole file that Mr. Kelsey was only permitted to review shortly 

before the April 24, 2024 parole hearing as mandated by this Court in Kelsey I. 441 S.C. at 379, 

893 S.E.2d at 591–92 (reversing and remanding “for Kelsey to review his file, report any 

inaccuracies, and be given a new parole hearing”). 
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After Kelsey I was decided, in anticipation of Mr. Kelsey’s new parole hearing, 

undersigned counsel sent an email to counsel for PPP on March 5, 2024, requesting Mr. Kelsey’s 

parole file at least 30 days in advance of his hearing so that Mr. Kelsey could review and correct 

his file as ordered by this Court. On March 7, 2024, counsel sent a follow-up email clarifying their 

request for an immediate new parole hearing for Mr. Kelsey and again requesting that Mr. Kelsey’s 

file be provided 30 days in advance. PPP did not respond to either correspondence.  

On March 25, 2024, PPP notified counsel that Mr. Kelsey’s new parole hearing had been 

set for April 24, 2024, but still did not provide Mr. Kelsey’s file. Consequently, Mr. Kelsey 

submitted his own packet of information supporting parole on April 3, 2024—21 days before his 

hearing, as required by PPP—without an opportunity to review or correct the parole file. Although 

parole files are sent to the Parole Board two weeks in advance of parole hearings, counsel for Mr. 

Kelsey was not provided with a copy of Mr. Kelsey’s parole file until April 22, 2024, when PPP 

emailed counsel a copy of the file over a secure link. Mr. Kelsey himself was not allowed to review 

his file until the morning of his April 24 hearing, when he was instructed to handwrite any 

necessary corrections on the file and address inaccuracies orally, off the cuff, to the Board in the 

middle of his hearing. Mr. Kelsey was then informed by a PPP employee that he would not be 

marked “present” for his parole hearing until he signed a form acknowledging that he had reviewed 

the file and that PPP “is not obligated to alter facts or details which are unsubstantiated by official 

records.” See Exhibit 2 (a copy of the same form Mr. Kelsey was required to sign, as provided to 

undersigned counsel).  He was required to return the file to PPP at the conclusion of the hearing. 

Upon reviewing the file, Mr. Kelsey learned that PPP has been providing the Board 

members with two different versions of the facts of the offense. Exhibit 1 at 6–7. The first, and 

much more detailed, description of the facts of the underlying offense sets forth a version of the 
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crime that is conclusively refuted by a comprehensive SLED investigation report, sworn trial 

testimony, and detailed findings contained in two South Carolina Supreme Court opinions. See 

Payne v. State, 355 S.C. 642, 586 S.E.2d 857 (2003); State v. Kelsey, 331 S.C. 50, 59-60, 502 

S.E.2d 63, 67 (1998). While the source of this flagrantly false version of the case is unknown (and 

unstated in the parole file), it portrays Mr. Kelsey as the primary perpetrator and aggressor the 

night of the offense. In fact, it completely flips the roles of Mr. Kelsey and his co-defendant Payne, 

rejecting the Supreme Court’s finding that “the testimony overwhelmingly proves that Payne 

murdered [the victim].” Payne, 355 S.C. at 646, 586 S.E.2d at 859. See also Kelsey, 331 S.C at 

59–61, 502 S.E.2d at 67–68.. 

The fact that the findings of the Supreme Court, reflecting the actual facts of the crime as 

adduced at trial, were included as a second version of the facts did not cure the problems inherent 

in providing the false version for two reasons. First, the false version was included first and 

presented as PPP’s determination of the facts of the offense, and according to PPP, “the Board 

knows to look to the facts of the offense as prepared for the parole file and presented by the 

Department,” and to disregard any alternative statement of the facts. Resp’t Return to Motion for 

Rule to Show Cause, Kelsey I, at 10 (Mar. 29, 2024). Second, the false version of the facts was 

submitted to the Board before Mr. Kelsey had the opportunity to see and correct the inaccuracies 

and was the only version of the facts that the Board was allowed to see for at least two parole 

cycles.1 Allowing demonstrably false material information to go to the Board before a parolee is 

able to see the file and correct inaccuracies does nothing to cure the problems identified by this 

                                                      
1 PPP reported that the Supreme Court’s recitation of the facts was not included until October 
2019. Exhibit 1 at 7. If that is accurate, Mr. Kelsey’s 2015 and 2017 parole denials were based 
exclusively on PPP’s false facts. 
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Court in Kelsey I. The damaging information has already tainted the Board members’ review of 

the file in a way that cannot be corrected at the parole hearing itself.   

 Moreover, the remaining proposed documents make it clear that PPP’s current process for 

“adhering” to this Court’s order in Kelsey I is insufficient to address the Court’s concerns. Mr. 

Kelsey was not provided the file until after the incorrect information in it had been sent to the 

Parole Board. While he could not correct the inaccuracies before he submitted his memorandum 

in support of parole, Mr. Kelsey and undersigned counsel attempted to correct the inaccuracies by 

marking up the file before his recent hearing and through their statements to the Board during the 

April 24, 2024 hearing.2 Nonetheless, Mr. Kelsey was again denied parole solely on the basis of 

his offense, as in each of his prior parole hearings. Exhibit 4. Further, PPP has expressly stated 

                                                      
2 The marked-up version of the file must be returned to PPP; the Board itself does not receive it. 
Further, because parole hearings are typically severely time-limited, undersigned counsel 
primarily discussed the incorrect information in the facts of the offense—the most important 
inaccuracies, given that Mr. Kelsey has never been denied parole for any reason other than the 
nature of his crime. However, Mr. Kelsey and counsel noted a variety of other inaccuracies in his 
file, including: 
 

(1) Offenses that had been committed after the instant offense were counted against Mr. Kelsey 
as a “prior criminal history.” Mr. Kelsey has no criminal history prior to his murder 
conviction, the only conviction for which he is currently serving a sentence. 

(2) The statements of Solicitor Rick Hubbard incorrectly state that Mr. Kelsey admitted to 
killing the victim. Mr. Kelsey has consistently maintained that he believed the victim was 
dead after Payne strangled her, and the Supreme Court has agreed that regardless of how 
the victim died, Payne was the one who killed her. 

(3) The COMPAS assessment incorrectly states that Mr. Kelsey would be released to a “high-
crime area.” The release address that Mr. Kelsey provided the parole examiner, which was 
listed in his file, is his fiancée’s single-family home in a middle-class, low-crime Georgia 
neighborhood. 

(4) The file incorrectly lists a parole supporter as Mr. Kelsey’s daughter. He has no children.  
(5) The file omits several of Mr. Kelsey’s academic credentials and program participation. His 

undergraduate (completed) and master’s (in progress) degrees are not included as academic 
achievements, and the file omits participation in religious programming, including Kairos. 

 
See Exhibit 1. 
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that it will not change any information in the file unless a change is supported by “official 

records.”3 Exhibit 2. It is not possible for Mr. Kelsey or counsel to provide PPP with the necessary 

records when the file is turned over on such short notice, particularly given that the information 

has already been sent to the Board. It is clear that without further guidance from this Court, PPP 

will continue to fail to comply with this Court’s order in Kelsey I and continue to refuse to provide 

Mr. Kelsey and other inmates with a meaningful opportunity to review and correct their files 

pursuant to PPP’s own Form 1212 requirement and before false information in the file reaches the 

Board and taints its decision-making.  

 Finally, the proposed notices of parole denial (Exhibit 4) provide further evidence relevant 

to Appellant’s claim that Mr. Kelsey has been repeatedly been denied parole in retaliation for 

exercising his right to appeal the Board’s decisions, which is protected by the First and Fourteenth 

Amendments. The Board’s vote counts at Mr. Kelsey’s parole hearings have fluctuated wildly, 

from one vote in 2021, to zero in 2023, to two in 2024, with no explanation for the changes and as 

Mr. Kelsey’s prison record has only improved (see Exhibit 3). Each time, the Board cites the nature 

of Mr. Kelsey’s offense as the reason for the denial—the only thing that will never change. These 

changing vote counts, and inconsistent votes by individual Board members, in the face of 

unchanging reasons for denial and Mr. Kelsey’s improved prison record indicate that something 

other than the record before them is driving the Board’s decisions.  Such decision-making is 

arbitrary and capricious. 

 

                                                      
3 As evidenced by its refusal to remove the false information from Mr. Kelsey’s file even in light 
of sworn trial testimony and two Supreme Court opinions to the contrary, PPP clearly does not 
believe it has any obligation at all to correct files, even when corrections are in fact supported by 
official records.  
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CONCLUSION 

For the reasons set forth above, Appellant requests that this Court allow Appellant to 

supplement the record with his April 2024 parole file, the memorandum and supporting documents 

he submitted in support of parole for his April 24, 2024 hearing, the Parole File Acknowledgment 

Form from his April 24, 2024 hearing, and his November 29, 2023 and April 24, 2024 Notices of 

Parole Denial.  

Respectfully submitted, 
 

By: /s/Allison Franz 
 

Jon Ozmint 
The Ozmint Firm, LLC 
PO Box 17554 
Greenville, SC 29606 
(803) 429-9331 
jon@ozmint.com 

 
John Blume 

Cornell Law School 
159 Charles Evans Hughes Hall 
Ithaca, NY 14853 
(607) 255-1030 
jb94@cornell.edu 

 
Allison Franz 
Rosalind S.D. Major 

Justice 360 
900 Elmwood Ave., Suite 200 
Columbia, SC 29201 
(803) 765-1044 
allison@justice360sc.org 
rosalind@justice360sc.org 

 
May 2, 2024. 
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Exhibit 3 



Parole Package for Joseph Glen Kelsey 

________________________ 

Submitted April 3, 2024 
________________________ 

JON OZMINT 
The Ozmint Firm, LLC 
PO Box 17554 
Greenville, SC 29606 
(803) 429-9331
jon@ozmint.com

JOHN H. BLUME 
Cornell Law School 
112 Myron Taylor Hall 
Ithaca, NY 14853 
(607) 255-1030
jb94@cornell.edu

ALLISON FRANZ 
ROSALIND MAJOR 
Justice 360 
900 Elmwood Ave., Suite 
200 
Columbia, SC 29201 
(803) 765-1044
allison@justice360sc.org
rosalind@justice360sc.org

Counsel for Joseph Kelsey 
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S. Knight, Ph.D., ABPP – J. Kelsey 2023 Parole Letter 1 

 
 
 
 
November 7, 2023 
 

Ali Franz, Esq.  
Justice 360 
900 Elmwood Ave #200 
Columbia, SC 29201 
 
Re: KELSEY, Joseph Glen 
DOB / Age: July 20, 1977 / 46 y.o. 
SCDC#: #217218 
 
Dear Ms. Franz: 
 
Please accept this letter in regard to your client, Mr. Joseph G. Kelsey, for his upcoming parole 
hearing in November 2023. In 2019, I conducted an extensive violence risk assessment in Mr. 
Kelsey’s case. A well-validated violence risk assessment measure was utilized, the HCR-20V3, 
consisting of Historical, Clinical, and Risk Management items. Please see my previously 
submitted 19-page report generated for the prior evaluation. In 2021, I updated my evaluation, 
with review of new SCDC records, an interview with Mr. Kelsey, and an interview with SCDC 
medical staff. At present, to update his 2019 and 2021 evaluations, I conducted an interview with 
Mr. Kelsey on October 30, 2023; reviewed updated SCDC data for any new disciplinary or 
otherwise significant events; spoke with his fiancé to verify transition plan; and received 
information on his accomplishments and activities over the past two years.  
 
Update / SCDC Activities: Mr. Kelsey remains working on the CSU [Crisis Stabilization Unit] 
at Broad River CI, where he has worked for seven years, assisting inmates in crisis. Just prior to 
his last parole hearing, he earned his Peer Support Specialist Certification at Allendale CI. The 
certification is through DAODAS, and is a credential accepted at community behavioral health 
centers. This certificate has allowed him to conduct group therapy, which is a recent 
development. Over the past year and a half, he has developed a unique curriculum for group 
therapy, implementing the curriculum on CSU. He described this experience as “awesome,” as 
he is able to provide instruction and lead discussion on “the science behind addiction and 
recovery, pathways to recovery, and coping skills.” Now that Mr. Kelsey has his Peer Support 
Specialist Certification, he must attend 20 hours of CE’s each year to maintain this certificate 
(whether in or out of custody). He is also the only Peer Support Specialist on the CSU unit, 
among the 31 volunteer workers. He also leads and attends weekly Bible Study on the unit. 
 
Additionally, Mr. Kelsey continues to take graduate-level MBA courses in Business 
Administration through Adams University. He has completed over one third of the requirements 
for graduation, and needs 12 more credits to complete his MBA. Further, Mr. Kelsey is “going 
through JUMPSTART for the fourth time.” He has been through JUMPSTART as a participant 
earning a coveted ‘Blue Folder;’ in a leadership role as a ‘Table Leader;’ and taking on more 
leadership responsibilities as an ‘Inside Leader.’ He is now participating in his fourth program, 
again as an ‘Inside Leader.’ There are only three Inside Leaders in JUMPSTART, within SCDC. 

   
S     Susan C. Knight, Ph.D., ABPP                                 Applied Psychological Services, LLC 
L      Licensed Clinical Psychologist                                                     1941 Savage Rd., Ste. 400A 
B      Board-Certified Forensic Psychologist                                      Charleston, South Carolina, 29407 

  knight@apsforensic.com                                                                          (843) 637-5729- Phone; (843) 410-2802-Fax 
 

         
knight@apsforensic.com 
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Social/Employment: Mr. Kelsey continues to have regular weekend visits with his fiancé, 
Jennifer Montgomery. They visit for eight hours each month, the maximum allowed per SCDC 
policy. They remain committed to marriage if he is paroled, and to finding a church in the local 
area. They will also begin counseling, to assist with Mr. Kelsey’s transition. His release plan 
remains unchanged, as he will reside with Ms. Montgomery, in her home, located in Augusta, 
Georgia. She is employed full-time as a national recruiter for a sportswear company. He 
continues to have an immediate standing job offer with Lambert Logistics, which is a sub-
contractor for FedEx. If he requires an in-state residence, he is able to reside at JUMPSTART 
housing in Spartanburg, where space is available. He is a welcome resident due to his years-long 
commitment of excellence and leadership with JUMPSTART. 
 
Medical/Mental Health: Since his 2021 update, Mr. Kelsey has no new medical conditions, is 
not under medical treatment, and remains healthy. He continues to have no history of mental 
health treatment, or mental illness. He does not take prescription medications for any condition. 
He reported no alcohol or drug use in many years, with records supporting his report. 
 
Violence Risk: In consideration of the Board’s parole criteria of, “the risk that the offender 
poses to the community,” results from the HCR-20v3 remain unchanged with the updated 
information, in that Mr. Kelsey continues to be considered low risk for future violent recidivism. 
He has had no disciplinaries since 2004, with no history of violent disciplinaries, and thus, no 
incidents of violence in over 29 years, since the date of his offense. The longer the interval 
without violence, the likelihood of future violence exponentially decreases. Primary contributing 
factors to the homicide offense are no longer valid or present (e.g., immaturity, youthfulness, and 
attendant characteristics of impulsivity, recklessness and peer influence). Additionally, his age of 
46 further reduces his risk, as youthful offenders account for the majority of violent crime.  
 
Furthermore, certain intrinsic personality and/or character factors are associated with an 
increased risk of violence, namely, Antisocial Personality Disorder [ASPD] and psychopathy. 
Using diagnostic criteria from the DSM-5-TR, Mr. Kelsey does not meet criteria for, or exhibit 
any symptoms of ASPD (e.g., impulsivity, irresponsibility, physical aggression, lack of remorse, 
etc.). This finding is based on psychological testing conducted during the 2019 evaluation, 
collateral records, and updated clinical interviews in 2021 and 2023. Additionally, updated 
testing for his 2023 evaluation was conducted with the Hare Psychopathy Checklist-Revised 
(PCL-R), designed to measure inferred personality traits and behaviors related to psychopathy. 
Psychopathy is a clinical construct involving lack of empathy or remorse, callousness, deception, 
antisociality, and other factors. High levels of psychopathy are related to higher rates of criminal 
and violent recidivism. Mr. Kelsey’s total score [2] on the PCL-R indicated that he does not 
exhibit the presence of any psychopathic traits. His only points are from a historical factor, given 
that he was 17 years old at his arrest for the present case.[PCL-R scores range from 0 to 40, with 

‘average’ male adults (without psychopathy) scoring within the range of 3 to 6; and scores of 

30+ indicating psychopathy].  
 

Therefore, data and testing indicates that Mr. Kelsey does not possess these intrinsic personality 
and/or character risk factors, which further reduces his risk for criminality or violence. 
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Transition Plan: As in 2019 and 2021, Mr. Kelsey continues to have a robust transition plan. 
Arrangements are in place for stable housing; an offer of immediate full-time employment is 
pending; and he continues to have substantial financial, social and emotional support. Such 
stability in transition remains a powerful mitigator against future violence, and strongly supports 
a finding of ‘low’ risk. 
 
 
Thank you for your attention in this matter, 
 
 
 
 
 
Susan C. Knight, Ph.D., ABPP  
Licensed Clinical Psychologist 
Board-Certified Forensic Psychologist 
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Memorandum Supporting Parole for Joseph Glen Kelsey
 

I.  INTRODUCTION 
 

Joseph Glen Kelsey (Joe) was sentenced to life imprisonment for a murder he participated 
in at the age of sixteen. In describing the offense, the South Carolina Supreme Court explained 
that the evidence “overwhelmingly prove[d]” that the victim died at the hands of his older 
codefendant, Geoffrey Payne: Although the cause of death was inconclusive, she either died “by 
Payne strangling her to death, or by Payne lighting the fuse of [a] pipe bomb that exploded in her 
mouth.” Simply put, Joe, the youngest of the three co-defendants, did not kill the victim—Payne 
did. Nevertheless, thirty years later, Joe remains incarcerated while Payne has been released by 
this Board.  

 
Over the past three decades, Joe has earned two college degrees, volunteered more than a 

thousand hours to end-of-life care for terminally ill prisoners and crisis counseling for suicidal 
inmates, and completed numerous faith-based and other programs designed to ready him for 
release. He has a well-developed plan for reentry, which includes strong family support, stable 
housing, and numerous suitable employment opportunities. In short, Joe has done all he can do; it 
is now up to this Board to give him the same opportunity it gave his older, clearly more culpable 
co-defendant. Following his hearing on April 24, 2024, Joe should be granted parole.  

 
II. THE OFFENSE1 

 
 On July 10, 1994, when Joe was sixteen years old, a handful of teenagers got together to 
hang out and drink beer at the house where Joe was staying after his family moved out of state, 
leaving him behind. Among those teenagers were best friends Geoffrey Payne (Payne) and Jamie 
Lynn Lee (Lee),2 neither of whom Joe knew well. They were both older than Joe.  
 

Around midnight, Payne and Lee went to a Texaco station where they found fifteen-year-
old Melanie Richey, alone and limping. They struck up a conversation with her and learned that 
she had cut her foot sneaking out of her house. They offered to take her with them to clean up the 
wound. Melanie agreed. When they got to the party, Payne “repeatedly tried to coax [her] into 
having sexual intercourse with him. [She] refused Payne’s advances.”3 Payne was frustrated—he 
told Lee “he was so mad he could kill [Melanie]”4—so he laced her drink with ecstasy.  

 

                                                           
1 Except as otherwise indicated, the facts described in this memorandum are drawn from two South Carolina Supreme 
Court opinions: Joe’s direct appeal, State v. Kelsey, 331 S.C. 50, 502 S.E.2d 63 (1998), and the only other published 
case that discusses the codefendants’ relative culpabilities, the appeal in Geoff Payne’s post-conviction proceedings, 
Payne v. State, 355 S.C. 642, 586 S.E.2d 857 (2003). Pursuant to the Court of Appeals’ ruling in Op. No. 6020, Kelsey 
v. S.C. Dep’t Prob., Parole & Pardon Servs., No. 2020-001473 (S.C. Ct. App. Aug. 30, 2023), undersigned counsel 
requested access to PPP’s parole file for Joe to confirm that the facts of the offense in the file were in accordance with 
the facts as found by the Supreme Court.  Counsel’s request was denied. 
2 This codefendant’s name is alternately spelled “Jammie,” “Jamie,” and “James” in different parts of the record and 
published opinions. To avoid confusion, this memorandum refers to him as “Lee” throughout. 
3 Id. at 59, 502 S.E.2d at 67. 
4 Id.  
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At 3:30 AM, after the other teenagers had fallen asleep, Melanie asked for a ride home. 
Payne and Lee woke Joe up and invited him to go for a drive.5 Payne told Lee to bring a wrench 
to “to knock [Melanie] out with,”6 and he told Joe to bring some pipe bombs the boys had made 
earlier in the day, which Joe “assumed Payne wanted to [use to] blow up mail boxes.”7 The four 
got into Lee’s car, with Lee driving, Joe in the passenger’s seat, and Payne and Melanie in the 
back. “[T]he music was ‘obscenely’ loud,” and Lee “was going about 90 m.p.h.”8 when he noticed 
Melanie’s foot had kicked the gear into neutral. Lee “turned around and saw that Payne had 
[Melanie] in a ‘strangle hold type position.’” A few minutes later, he heard “two quick, empty thud 
type sounds”9 as Payne hit Melanie “twice on the head with a wrench.”10 Melanie “was limp, her 
face was pale, and her lips were blue.” Payne announced that Melanie was “knocked out,”11 “she’s 
not breathing. I think I’ve killed her.”12 Joe, who had EMT training, checked Melanie’s pulse and 
was confident she was dead.13 Nevertheless, Payne “had sexual intercourse” with her body14 and 
the boys carried her into the woods. Payne “instructed [Joe] to place a pipe bomb into [Melanie’s] 
mouth. [Joe] complied. Payne then lit the fuse, and the two ran.”15  

 
It took law enforcement six weeks to find Melanie’s body. During that time, Melanie’s 

parents, desperate to find her, asked for help from the teenagers at the party the night she 
disappeared. When they spoke to Joe, he lied (as did Payne and Lee) about what he knew and what 
Payne, Lee, and he had done. He also lied to law enforcement. Joe acknowledges, and deeply 
regrets, that had he been truthful sooner, the Richey family would have been spared the pain of 
additional time not knowing what happened to their daughter.16 When police eventually recovered 
Melanie’s body, enough time had passed that there were only “skeletal remains” left,17 making it 
impossible for the coroner to conclusively identify how Payne killed her.18  

 
Joe was subsequently arrested. At a joint trial, Lee testified against Payne and Joe in 

exchange for a reduced sentence of ten years. His testimony confirmed that Payne murdered 
Melanie.19 Thus, although Joe was present for Melanie’s death and participated in the destruction 

                                                           
5 Kelsey, 331 S.C. at 59, 502 S.E.2d at 67. 
6 Id.  
7 Id.  
8 Id. at 59–60, 502 S.E.2d at 67.  
9 Id. at 60, 502 S.E.2d at 67–68.  
10 Payne, 355 S.C. at 645, 586 S.E.2d at 859.  
11 Kelsey, 331 S.C. at 60, 502 S.E.2d at 67–68.  
12 Transfer Hearing Tr. 9:21–24, In re Kelsey, No. 94-JU-35-14 (Dec. 5, 1994). 
13 Kelsey, 331 S.C. at 60–61, 502 S.E.2d at 68. The principle investigator into Melanie’s murder testified that Joe 
checked Melanie’s pulse and reported that “[s]he’s dead. I can’t find a pulse. She doesn’t seem to be breathing.” 
Transfer Hearing Tr. 9:21–24.  
14 Payne, 355 S.C. at 645–46, 586 S.E.2d at 859. 
15 Kelsey, 331 S.C. at 60–61, 502 S.E.2d at 68. 
16 In 2016, Joe sent a letter to the Richey family expressing his sincere remorse for his role in Melanie’s death. 
17 Transfer Hearing Tr. 6. 
18 Dr. Joel Sexton, the forensic pathologist who conducted the autopsy, testified that as between the three possible 
causes—bomb, strangulation, drug overdose—it was a “coin toss,” “fifty/fifty” how Melanie died. Trial Tr. vol. II, 
1014:17–20, State v. Kelsey & Payne, Nos. 95-GS-35-089, 95-GS-35-090 (Sept. 15, 1995). An affidavit from Dr. 
Sexton reaffirming this aspect of his testimony is attached to this memorandum.  
19 Payne, 355 S.C. at 646, 586 S.E.2d at 859. The only discrepancy between Joe’s testimony and Lee’s was the precise 
timing of Melanie’s death. Joe testified, consistent with his statements to law enforcement, that Melanie was dead 
when Payne took her out of the car, whereas Lee testified that she was still alive at that point. Compare Payne, 355 
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of her body—facts he admitted at trial and for which he has accepted full responsibility—this was 
Payne’s crime. The words of the South Carolina Supreme Court bear repeating: The evidence 
“overwhelmingly proves that Payne murdered [Melanie].”20 Lee has been free for over fifteen 
years, and on March 20, 2019, nearly five years ago, this Board paroled Payne, leaving Joe the 
only codefendant still incarcerated.  

 
III. REDEMPTION  

 
A. Joe’s SCDC Accomplishments  

 
Joe has matured in the Department of Corrections from a troubled teenager to a productive, 

generous, humble, and devout adult. Joe has taken advantage of the opportunities available to him 
to express his profound remorse for his role in Melanie’s death and to demonstrate his growth, 
maturity, and readiness to resume his place in society.  

 
First, Joe has been employed continuously since he first entered SCDC in 1994 and has 

now been an Inmate Mental Health Companion at Broad River for over seven years. Additionally, 
Joe’s prison record is exemplary. He has no violent disciplinary convictions during his entire 
incarceration, something very difficult to do for a person who enters the system as a teenager, and 
has not had a single infraction of any kind in over twenty years.21 Joe has maintained this nearly 
perfect institutional record by a deliberate process of educating himself and growing his faith.  

 
Joe is a devout Christian and his deep and abiding faith has led him to seek out 

opportunities to serve those in his SCDC community. Several years ago, he finished Jump Start’s 
rehabilitation program with a “blue folder,” Jump Start’s highest level of certification, and he 
recently finished JumpStart’s Leadership Training Program. His mentor at Broad River, Mr. Gary 
R. Minion, explained that in the weekly JumpStart meetings, Joe is “passionate in his commitment 
to his God, seeking to improve himself since his incarceration, and demonstrates care for fellow 
residence [sic].” And his mentor in the JumpStart Leadership Training program, Mac Ogburn, 
describes Joe as having been “one of the outstanding leaders in the program from the very 
beginning,” by “tak[ing] the initiative to embrace the program and its values and giv[ing] guidance 
to many in the program in addition to other inmates at BRCI.” When he was incarcerated at Evan 
Correctional Institution, Joe worked as a Chaplain Assistant, teaching Bible studies and life-skills 
classes, until he was moved to Broad River.22 

 
Joe has also been involved in various secular programs. In 2013, he completed Prisoner 

Assistance Scholastic Services, a six-month rehabilitative education program with ten modules 
related to conflict-resolution and violence-reduction. He later went on to teach those same classes. 
Additionally, in 1997 and in 2011—at Lee and Lieber, respectively—Joe volunteered to share his 
                                                           
S.C. at 646, 586 S.E.2d at 859 (“After Payne strangled the victim, . . . [Joe] testified that the victim was dead.”) with 
id. (“After Payne strangled the victim, Lee testified that the victim was still alive.”).  
20 Payne, 355 S.C. at 646, 586 S.E.2d at 859. 
21 Joe’s only major disciplinary violation in twenty-five years of incarceration was for using marijuana in 2003.  
22 A letter from Thomas Speigal, one of Joe and Melanie’s high school friends, is attached to this memorandum. Mr. 
Speigal, also a devout Christian, described meeting with Joe and “see[ing] the light of Christ in him. He has a sense 
of peace that I am striving to achieve. . . . [Joe] is developing a relationship with God that truly inspires me.” Mr. 
Speigal plans to be “a constant contact for [Joe] during the rest of his life (no matter where that takes place).”  
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experiences with young people through Operation Behind Bars, and he was a charter resident at 
Lieber’s Character-Based Unit in 2012 and at Lee’s in 2013. 

 
Joe also used his technological skills to design a library database at Lieber Correctional, 

which he completed over a multi-year period. He then taught a sequence of incoming library clerks 
how to use the database, and it remains in use at SCDC today. Similarly, when Joe worked as an 
administrative clerk he designed methods to handle inventory, billing, and personnel files. His 
work was of such a high quality that the applications he developed have been shared across prison 
industries at other correctional institutions, including MacDougall, Ridgeland, and McCormick. 
Joe later designed a database in the education system to track student enrollment and scheduling. 
Additionally, he served on the Student Advisory Council at Lee Correctional Institution’s PUSD 
ABE High School, a position that drew on his leadership and teaching abilities. When Joe worked 
as a teacher’s aide, his supervisor described him as “a hard-working, self-motivated, and quiet 
worker” and “an asset to the education program” who displayed “diligence, obedience, loyalty, 
punctuality, truthfulness, flexibility, responsibility, and dependability.”  

 
Joe has taken advantage of all the educational opportunities available to him. Within a year 

of his incarceration, he earned his GED, scoring so high (top five percent of test-takers that year) 
that he received a letter of commendation from the State Superintendent of Education. In June of 
1998, Joe earned a diploma from Summerville High School, and that month he began tutoring 
other inmates to help them achieve their GEDs. When Joe took the WorkKeys skill exam in 2002, 
he scored in the very top percentiles in each of the three domains tested.23 His scores on this test, 
as well as his continued education, earned him a WorkKeys Certification (Gold) in 2012.  

 
In 2013, Joe was one of a small handful of inmates selected for the Columbia International 

University (CIU) Prison Initiative Program, a faith-based education program that admits students 
based on their intellectual potential as well as their peace-making skills and ability to “provide a 
positive impact on the prison population.”24 Joe graduated in December 2015 with a 4.0 GPA and 
an Associate’s Degree in IT Training and Comparative Religion. In the words of one of the CIU 
professors, Professor Stephen Baarendse, Joe is “a fine example of rehabilitation in prison, and 
when I think of him, I can’t help but think of his biblical namesake, who during his time in prison 
lived with integrity and served his fellow prisoners and supervisors well.” Another, Professor Mike 
Thompson, wrote that Joe “has one of the brightest minds that I’ve encountered in my 20 plus 
years of teaching. . . . While he has the capacity to teach the courses I led, Joseph always kept the 
posture of a humble learner.” 

 
Grace Dye, the Assistant Director of the CIU program who has known Joe for six years, 

wrote a letter on her own behalf urging this Board to grant Joe parole. She described Joe as follows:  
 

                                                           
23 Joe scored as follows: 90/90 on applied mathematics, placing him in the highest possible testing level; 81/90 on 
locating information, placing him in the second highest possible testing level; and 87/90 on reading for information, 
placing him in the highest possible testing level.  
24 The CIU Prison Initiative Program’s selection process is “rigorous and competitive.” CIU only admits 15 inmates 
annually, and students are required to focus “all of their time and energy on academics during their two years in the 
program and graduate with an accredited Associate of Arts Degree upon completion.” 
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Joe is by far one of the gentlest and most determined men I’ve ever met. . . . Mr. 
Joseph Kelsey would be an excellent candidate for parole based on the maturity and 
character I’ve consistently seen displayed in his life over the years that I have 
known him. He has refused to waste his years of incarceration and has, instead, 
chosen to serve others and to continue to challenge himself to grow through on-
going education. He has a strong support system, a solid education, and a clear 
vision for life. Mr. Kelsey is the kind of man I would want for a neighbor and 
believe our community would be better for having him as part of it. 
 
After graduating from CIU, Joe continued his education by taking correspondence courses 

at Ashworth College. He was awarded a Bachelor’s of Science Degree in General Studies (with a 
concentration in Business Administration) in December 2019, again graduating with a 4.0 GPA. 
And after earning his bachelor’s degree, Joe became one of very few SCDC inmates to pursue a 
master’s degree while incarcerated. Since 2020, he has been enrolled in courses at Adams State 
University in pursuit of a master’s degree in Business Administration. As with both of his previous 
degrees, Joe maintains a 4.0 GPA. 

 
Perhaps the best testament to Joe’s rehabilitation is his work with hospice and the Crisis 

Stabilization Unit (CSU). Joe volunteered with the hospice service at Kirkland R&E Correctional 
Institute during his incarceration at that institution, providing terminally ill inmates with physical 
and emotional support at the end of their lives. When Joe moved to Broad River in 2016, due to 
his success in the CIU program and experience as a hospice volunteer, he was eligible to serve as 
an Inmate Mental Health Companion (previously Para-Professional Counselor) in Broad River’s 
Crisis Stabilization Unit (CSU), a mental health program created by SCDC “to address and provide 
therapeutic treatment to inmates identified as being in a state of critical mental instability.”  

 
As a Mental Health Companion, Joe is “responsible for observing crisis inmates with the 

directive of providing emotional support, modeling positive behaviors, and alerting relevant staff 
if medical care is needed or behavioral concerns are noted.” Joe was one of the first inmate 
observer volunteers during the CSU’s inaugural year, and for the past seven years, he has worked 
with CSU employees to provide treatment to inmates suffering mental health crises. Although Joe 
has a level 2 custody classification (making him eligible for transfer to a lower-custody facility 
and a character-based unit), he has opted to remain at Broad River so he can continue to work with 
the CSU because that is where he believes the need is greatest. Joe, moreover, has gone beyond 
the requirements of the counselor role, volunteering to operate a client library that provides inmates 
on the CSU with donated books, including Bibles. He also volunteers as an office clerk, spending 
several hours each week preparing and filing internal reports.  

 
Joe has received multiple commendations—including one from Director of SCDC Bryan 

Stirling—“for his devoted and enthusiastic service to the program.” The manager of the CSU, Paul 
Dennis, describes Joe as displaying “exemplary patience, understanding, and compassion,” and 
noted that “on and off the job, he is a caring, respectful, and dependable example to his fellow 
inmates.” Another supervisor and mental health professional at the CSU, C. Austin Edmundson, 
has noted that Joe “has shown growth from his time and prison” and, if released, “would be 
successful” because he “has all of the characteristics to be a positive and impactful member of the 
community.” Ann-Marie Elwood, RN, who also works with Joe at the CSU, wrote that she has 
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“witnessed first-hand Mr. Kelsey give up his personal time to assist and pray with inmates in their 
time of great need.” Finally, Robert Karpe, another mental health professional who works with Joe 
in the CSU, noted that Joe “has demonstrated exemplary character in his job duties” and “goes 
above and beyond his role,” and that “of all the men I have worked with in the Department of 
Corrections, Joseph Kelsey has by far and away been the most parole eligible and deserving.” 

 
Joe has also completed multiple courses in furtherance of his work with the CSU. Most 

recently, in 2021, he earned his certification as a Peer Support Specialist. In this role, Joe serves 
as a peer counselor to inmates struggling with substance use disorders and also helps coordinate 
treatment between inmates and treatment staff, which includes educating inmates on the dangers 
of drug addiction and working with inmates individually to develop treatment plans with the 
ultimate goal of ending their drug use altogether. Joe also develops and leads his own course 
curriculum designed to assist inmates in overcoming addiction. Nichole Lowder, the Peer Support 
Program Manager, who has worked closely with Joe over his past several years in the program, 
described Joe as “the most humble, quiet, patient” inmate she works with and noted that Joe “is 
always the first to provide information to us to help other individuals.” Joe has expressed a desire 
to continue his peer support work on the outside, and Ms. Lowder is ready and willing to assist 
him with finding employment in that field. 
 

B. Joe’s Psychological Evaluation 
 

Dr. Susan Knight, a board-certified forensic psychologist, performed a full psychological 
evaluation of Joe to assess his “developmental and psychosocial functioning prior to his 
incarceration; functioning over his incarceration; risk for future violence; and transition needs.”25 
Dr. Knight’s evaluation confirms what Joe’s actions demonstrate: He is rehabilitated and 
extremely unlikely to reoffend. On a comprehensive measure of risk of violence, taking into 
account historical, clinical, and risk management variables, Dr. Knight found that Joe is at a low 
risk for committing future violent offenses, with strong protective factors in place. And SCDC 
staff who spoke with Dr. Knight described Joe as “very dependable,” as an inmate who “has 
integrity,” as “calm, mild-mannered” and “trustworthy,” and as a “model inmate.” In sum, Dr. 
Knight concluded, Joe “exhibits the requisite clinical stability for successful community 
reintegration, with a low risk of future violence, and a secure transition plan.”  

 
IV. RELEASE PLAN 

 

                                                           
25 A copy of Dr. Knight’s report is attached to this memorandum. Dr. Knight’s evaluation was more comprehensive 
than the standard psychological evaluation administered to individuals post-parole but pre-release. Specifically, Dr. 
Knight performed three clinical interviews with Joe totaling 10 hours plus telephone interviews with many members 
of his family. She gave Joe the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory, 2nd Edition (MMPI-2), a tool designed 
to assess personality and affective functioning, and the HCR-20V3, a tool designed to assess an individual’s future risk 
of violence. Dr. Knight evaluated Joe for any mental conditions or diagnoses detailed in the Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual for Mental Disorders, Fifth Edition (DSM-V). With respect to the MMPI-2, Dr. Knight reported that Joe’s 
results “were indicative of someone with high self-confidence, minimal emotional distress, regrets regarding life 
decisions, good sociality, and well-controlled anger and frustration tolerance.” With respect to the HCR-20V3, Dr. 
Knight reported that Joe “represents a low risk for future violent acts.” And with respect to her clinical evaluation for 
DSM-V diagnoses or mental conditions, Dr. Knight found that Joe has no mental disorders or any other DSM-V 
diagnosis.  
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During Joe’s incarceration, he has maintained and renewed healthy and loving 
relationships with his family members and friends. He has the full support of his family, including 
his father, step-mother, mother, and siblings. Joe plans to marry his fiancée, Jennifer Montgomery, 
a talent acquisition director for Augusta Sportswear in Georgia, upon his release. After their 
marriage, they plan to live in Jennifer’s home in Augusta. Pursuant to the Interstate Compact, Joe 
is eligible for parole transfer to Georgia and his transfer would likely be approved before his 
release. See Interstate Commission Rule 3.101. If not, Jennifer and her mother, who also lives in 
Augusta, are prepared to support Joe’s reentry with unconditional love, transportation, and 
financial assistance. Joe has secured employment with Lambert Logistics, an international delivery 
service company in Augusta.26 Long-term, Joe plans to continue to serve his community in any 
way he is able, including volunteering to speak to at-risk youth, donating his time as a hospice 
caregiver, or engaging in faith-related service. If he does settle in Augusta, Joe will join Jennifer’s 
church, and he will continue to be actively involved in Bible studies and ministry.  

 
V. CONCLUSION 
 

 Joe Kelsey has accepted responsibility for his role in Melanie Richey’s death, and over his 
nearly thirty years of incarceration has taken advantage of every opportunity available to him in 
SCDC to improve his character and prepare himself for release. He has a solid release plan in place 
and the values, faith, work ethic, and skills to be a productive member of society. Further, the 
circumstances of Joe’s offense place him in a unique position: Joe was the youngest and least 
culpable of the three individuals charged with Melanie Richey’s murder, but is the only one who 
still remains in prison. Jamie Lee was released many years ago. Four years ago, this Board granted 
parole to Geoffrey Payne, who was older than Joe, who set the whole series of events culminating 
in Melanie’s death in action, and who is the person the South Carolina Supreme Court found the 
evidence “overwhelmingly prove[d] . . . murdered [Melanie].”27 It would be the height of 
arbitrariness to release Payne and keep Joe Kelsey behind bars.  
 

For all of the foregoing reasons, Joe Kelsey should be granted parole.  
 
JON OZMINT 
The Ozmint Firm, LLC 
PO Box 17554 
Greenville, SC 29606 
(803) 429-9331 
jon@ozmint.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                           
26 Joe also has housing and employment options available through JumpStart, with his father in South Dakota, or with 
his mother in Texas. 
27 Payne, 355 S.C. at 646, 586 S.E.2d at 859. 

JOHN H. BLUME 
Cornell Law School 
112 Myron Taylor Hall 
Ithaca, NY 14853 
(607) 255-1030 
jb94@cornell.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALLISON FRANZ 
Justice 360 
900 Elmwood Ave., Suite 
200 
Columbia, SC 29201 
(803) 765-1044 
allison@justice360sc.org 















RH Electrical and Maintenance INC. 

DBA Maintenance Unlimited 

TECL# 31531 
 

 Free Estimates                                                                         We now rent U-Haul trucks and trailers   

    4531 Ayers St. Ste. 314 • C.C. TX, 78415 • Office: (361) 334-1219 • Fax: (361) 334-1326 • Maintulimited@aol.com 

 
 
                                                                                                                                               October 4, 2019 
 
Dear Honorable Members of the Parole Board:  
 
My name is Richard Hernandez, owner, and operator of RH Electrical and Maintenance, Inc. in Corpus Christi, 
Texas. I have reviewed the file of Joseph Kelsey and am aware of his history, the crime for which he has been 
incarcerated, and the sentence he has served. We have known Joe’s mother and stepfather since they moved to 
Corpus Christi in 2013 and have done several repairs and remodeling jobs at their home.  
 
Having seen the reports and recommendations made by Joe’s supervisors and teachers I believe Joe would be an 
asset to my company. Although he has no documented skills in residential or commercial construction, his 
records show a diligent, careful worker, with the willingness to learn any task or skill required. It appears that 
Joe has served his time productively serving others and improving himself. His life experiences in prison and 
the attitude with which he presents himself have been positive.  
 
Please consider this letter an offer of employment for Joe to work in my company. If he should be paroled to 
Texas, and he accepted this offer, he and his fiancé would have a good start with a family and community who 
care about one another. 
 
This is a full-time job offer. With starting wages at $13.00 an hour. 
 
If you have additional questions about this position, please contact me by phone  
 
 
 
 

                                                                                 Sincerely, 
 
 
 

                                                                                     Richard Hernandez 
 



 
 

PAINTED CLOUDS FARM, INC. 
2138 MINNEKAHTA AVE 
HOT SPRINGS, SD 57747 

(605) 662-7020 
 
 
October 12, 2019 
 
South Carolina Parole Board 
Columbia, SC 29260  
 
Joseph Kelsey 217218 
Kirkland C.I.- B2/3-A 
4344 Broad River Road 
Columbia, SC 29210 
 
 
RE: POSITION WITH PAINTED CLOUDS FARM, INC. 
 
 
Dear Joe: 
 
Painted Clouds Farm, INC. (PCF), is prepared to immediately offer you long-term, rent free housing of a 
completely furnished modern five bedroom home in Hot Springs, SD in exchange for maintenance of the 
property and part time labor (not to exceed 20 hours weekly) at the PCF facility.  The work hours will be 
flexible around any other employment you assume in the area.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Lynn F. Westberg 
PRESIDENT 
PAINTED CLOUDS FARM, INC. 



 
 

Woolly’s LLC 
1648 Hwy 18 Byp. 

HOT SPRINGS, SD 57747 
(605) 745-6414 

 
 
October 13, 2019 
 
South Carolina Parole Board 
Columbia, SC 29260  
 
Joseph Kelsey 217218 
Kirkland C.I.- B2/3-A 
4344 Broad River Road 
Columbia, SC 29210 
 
 
RE: POSITION WITH Woolly’s LLC 
 
 
Dear Joe: 
 
Woolly’s LLC (Woolly’s Grill & Cellar) is prepared to immediately offer you part time work (not to 
exceed 20 hours weekly during the non-tourist winter season-with the opportunity to expand to 40 hours 
when the tourist arrive in April) at our family restaurant in Hot Springs, 
SD.    Job duties would include but not be limited to:  dish washing, cleaning, and food prep 
Work hours can be flexible; however weekends and holidays will be required.  
 
Having lived in this area for twelve years now, we interact daily with many members of this community 
(directly through this business and also through community service organizations).  Thus, we feel 
comfortable that we will be able to help introduce you to many good people in the area (including several 
who are connected with the local churches as well as the local Bible College-since this is an area of 
interest to you that clearly jumps out from your resume). We can also introduce you to the managers of 
the local Ambulance Service and the Hospital (as these also appear to be areas of interest to you). 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Phil & Vicky Wetzel 
PRESIDENT & OWNERS  
of Woolly’s LLC and Woolly’s Grill & Cellar 
 



Joe plans to marry and reside with his fiancée, Jennifer Montgomery, in her home in Augusta, 
Georgia, upon his release. 
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August 7, 2015 

Honorable Members of the Parole Board 
c/o Mr. Jon Ozmint 
P. 0. Box 6814
Columbia, SC 29260

Letter on behalf of Joseph Kelsey, Kirkland CI 

Dear members of the Parole Board, 

Joseph Kelsey, resident of Kirkland Correctional Institute, has asked me to write a letter on 
behalf of his request for parole. It is a joyful privilege for me to do so. 

I am a professor in CIU' s Prison Initiative degree program who was privileged to teach Joseph 
and his fellow students in Cohort 7 their introduction to English literature course in July 2014. I 
will always look back on this course as the highlight ofmy 15 years of teaching at CIU. I had 
never before taught this semester-long course in a three-week intensive span, and I knew that the 
reading and writing assignments would challenge the students. The entire cohort responded 
wonderfully to the academic challenge; and in all of this, I noted the leadership Joseph took in 
his humble and quiet way among his peers. He was consistently respectful, cheerful, and hard­
working in class, and from his first writing sample I could see his considerable academic gifts. It 
was clear to me too that his fellow prisoners esteemed him. He earned the highest percentage 
grade in the course, but you would never know it from his quiet, humble demeanor. Though he 
excelled in academic ability, he also stood out to me for his eagerness to learn. He was the only 
student from his group to send me a personal card expressing his appreciation for the course-an 
unusually thoughtful gesture I will always remember with gratitude. 

Obviously, I have not had the privilege of knowing Joseph during the years of his incarceration 
to compare bis maturity now with his character when he first entered prison. My assumption 
would be that there has been a profound change in him for the better. The person before me now 
impresses me with strength, quietness, and maturity-evidences that I take as the fruit of a true 
and lasting spiritual renewal. I have returned several times in the past year to speak in chapel, 
and have found Joseph's posture always to be quiet, humble, and teachable. There is an evident 
consistency and maturity about his person-a lack of showiness, a quiet stability, a spirit of rest. 

I believe Joseph will make a very positive contribution to society. He seems to me to be a fine 
example of rehabilitation in prison, and when I think of him, I can't help but think of bis biblical 
namesake, who during his time in prison lived with integrity and served his fellow prisoners and 
supervisors well (see Genesis 39:21-23). Joseph Kelsey seems to me such a man. Based on the 
maturity I have seen in his person during the (admittedly limited) time I have had to observe him 
in class and chapel settings, I would add my recommendation to his parole request. 

Sincerely, 

S'te-� fi .. 8��hL, 
Stephen Baarendse 
Associate Professor, English and Humanities 
Columbia Inter.national University 
(803) 807-5421
sbaarendse@ciu.edu 



September 22, 2015 

Dear Members of the Parole Board, 

It Is with great pleasure that I write to you on behalf of Joseph Kelsey. I have had the privilege oyer the 
past two years to get to know Joseph through the Columbia International University Prison Initiative 
Program. 

As a professor in this initiative since its inception In January 2007, I have seen how the program gives 
hope and changes the lives of the student-inmates. Many of the students that come to us have had 
little educational or life success. Through a rigorous program of academic study, our students are 
challenged to grow spiritually, intellectually and emotionally. 

Those of us who are blessed to teach in the program have the opportunity to mold and shape hungry 
students into disciples of Jesus Christ. We challenge these students to not simply get good grades, but 
to grow into the people that God wants them to be - men and women who are wholly committed to 
God. 

Since I've taught at Kirkland from the beginning of the program, I've had the opportunity to teach every 
male student who has come through the program. If my math is correct, that is about 120 students. 
While each of those students are memorable to me even after 8 ½ years, a few stand out for various 
reasons. Joseph Kelsey is one of those students. 

Josep� has one of the brightest minds that I've encountered in my 20 plus years of teaching. His 
intellectual capacity is so great, it was no easy task to provide adequate challenge in his course work. 
However, as Intelligent as Joseph is, he has never gloated in his intelligence but has always responded 
with humility and a genuine hunger to learn more. While he has the capacity to teach the courses I led, 
Joseph always kept the posture of a humble learner. He has been a professor's dream student. 

Joseph is one of the most gentle and unassuming people I've ever met. I credit that to a deep and 
abiding faith in Jesus and the time he has spent in prison, dally dealing with the consequences of his 
crime. If the purpose of prison is to provoke in someone a sorrow for their crime and to see them 
rehabilitated for the purpose of becoming a productive member of society, then I think that goal has 
been achieved in Joseph's life. 

I don't take lightly the crime Joseph has committed, but I do not believe who he was as a minor is the 
man I have known over the past two years. I have great confidence that if given the chance to reenter 
society and become an asset to the community, the Parole Board will have no regrets about their 
decision to accept Joseph as a candidate for parole. 

l 0365 Old St. Augustine Road • Jacksonville, FL 32257 • P: 904.262.3000 • F: 904.262 ,3862 o www.chrislianfamilychapel.com



I would gladly welcome Joseph Kelsey back into society and look forward to seeing how he continues to 

grow as a Christ follower, whether in the custody of SCDC or as a free man outside. I regret that I am 

unable to give live testimony to you, but thank you for your thoughtful consideration as I speak on 

behalf of Joseph. I pray that you will have great wisdom as you make hard decisions that affect inmates, 

their families, the families of the victims and society at large. 

Sincerely, 

Mike Thompson 

Pastor to College and Senior High Students 
Christian Family Chapel/ Jacksonville, Florida 
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________________________________________________________________________ 
Name: KELSEY, Joe  S. Knight, Ph.D., ABPP 
Date of Birth: July 20, 1977 1 Board-Certified Forensic Psychologist  

 
 
  

PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION FOR PAROLE 
  
Examinee: KELSEY, Joseph Glen 
Date of Birth / SCDC#: July 20, 1977 / #217218 
Dates of Evaluation: March 21, 2019; April 19, 2019; and June 27, 2019 
Examiner: Susan C. Knight, Ph.D., ABPP 
 
IDENTIFYING DATA:  Mr. Joseph Glen Kelsey is a 42-year-old, single, Caucasian male, 
currently incarcerated in the South Carolina Department of Corrections [SCDC] for convictions 
of Murder, Arson NEC, and Criminal Conspiracy. His convictions originated from McCormick 
County, with an offense date of July 12, 1994. On September 22, 1995, after a jury trial, he was 
sentenced to life, with parole eligibility after twenty years. Thus, since his life sentence was 
imposed, he has been incarcerated for over 24 years. Mr. Kelsey’s attorneys, Mr. John Blume, 
Esq., and Mr. John Ozmint, Esq., requested a forensic psychological evaluation to evaluate Mr. 
Kelsey in preparation for his parole hearing in November 2019. Pursuant to this request, the 
examiner assessed his developmental and psychosocial functioning prior to his incarceration; 
functioning over his incarceration; risk for future violence; and transition needs.  
 
SUMMARY OPINION: Based on evaluation data, which includes clinical interviews and 
psychological testing with Mr. Kelsey; interviews with his parents, siblings, fiancé, fiancé’s 
mother, former marriage and guidance counselors, and SCDC staff; and review of psychosocial, 
legal and correctional records; and letters of support, the following was found as summarized. 
 

Parole Eligible Offense: At the time of the offense, Mr. Kelsey was 16, having just finished his 
11th grade school year. He was living without adult supervision, as his family had recently 
moved out of state. The incident occurred with slightly older male peers, also charged in the 
incident. Both codefendants have been released. Mr. Kelsey has taken full responsibility for his 
actions over 25 years ago, with insight, remorse, and empathy for the crime and those affected. 
 
Course of Incarceration: Mr. Kelsey earned his high school diploma in 1995; an Associate of 
Arts Degree in Biblical Studies from Columbia International University in 2015; and will 
graduate with a Bachelor of Science from Ashworth College in December 2019. He has 
completed many trainings, and programs, including JumpStart. He presently works in the CSU as 
an inmate companion. He has very few disciplinaries, with only 6 infractions over 24 years. 
 
Violence Risk Assessment: Using an empirically validated risk assessment, Mr. Kelsey’s risk of 
future violence is low. He has had no altercations or violent infractions in prison. He is well past 
the age of peak violence, and is clinically stable, with no history of substance use disorder, 
personality pathology or psychopathology. His incarceration reflects diligent and conscientious 
commitment to academic, vocational and prosocial pursuits. SCDC staff described him as “very 
dependable;” “has integrity;” “is calm, mild-mannered;” “trustworthy;” and a “model inmate.” 
They expressed no concerns with Mr. Kelsey making parole. 
 
Transition Plan: If paroled, Mr. Kelsey will reside in Augusta, Georgia, with his fiancé, in her 
home. She is employed as the Dean of Students at Georgia Military College, and he has been 
offered employment at a logistics company. He has very strong familial ties, who have all  
pledged their financial, emotional, and social support post-release. 

   
S     Susan C. Knight, Ph.D., ABPP                                 Applied Psychological Services, LLC 
L      Licensed Clinical Psychologist                                              1941 Savage Rd., Ste. 100A-606 
B     Board-Certified Forensic Psychologist                                      Charleston, South Carolina, 29407 

  knight@apsforensic.com                                                                                  (843) 637-5729-Phone; (843) 410-2802-Fax 

         
knight@apsforensic.com 

 
 
 
 
 



________________________________________________________________________ 
Name: KELSEY, Joseph  S. Knight, Ph.D., ABPP 
Date of Birth: July 20, 1977 2 Board-Certified Forensic Psychologist 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: The following sources of information were reviewed in 
forming the opinions found in this report: 

 
Legal and Psychosocial Records 
1. Academic records from North East Independent School District, Jefferson County Public 

Schools, and Columbia County School District, dated from August 1989 to June 1994; 
2. Discovery documents, including police reports, crime scene investigation documents, 

SLED and FBI reports, witness and defendant statements, polygraph reports, and autopsy 
report, dated July 1994 to September 1995; 

3. Trial Transcript, Vol. I through IV, dated from September 18 to 22, 1995; 
4. South Carolina Department of Corrections Records for J. Kelsey, including Warden’s 

Jacket, Central Record, and Medical records, dated from November 1994 to June 2019; 
5. Supreme Court of South Carolina, State v. Joseph Kelsey, 331 S.C. 50 (1998); 
6. Supreme Court of South Carolina, Geoffrey R. Payne v. State, 355 S.C. 642 (2003); 
7. J. Kelsey Apology Letter to the Richie Family, dated September 1, 2016; 
8. News Article, ‘SC Prisoners train to help prevent suicides by fellow inmates,’ by T. 

Michael Boddie, Post & Courier, dated June 14, 2019; 
9. News Story, “It’s national suicide awareness week. These inmates are looking out for 

those who feel hopeless,” by Caroline Hecker, WISTV.com, September 9, 2019; 
10. SCDC Inmate Search Detail Report, last accessed October 12, 2019; 
11. Affidavit from forensic pathologist, Joel M. Sexton, MD, dated October 23, 2019; 

 

Certificates of Education and Accomplishments  

12. S.C. High School Equivalency Diploma, dated March 1, 1995; 
13. SC Dept. of Education Certificate of Award for Superior GED Examination Scores, and 

congratulatory letter from the State Superintendent of Education, dated March 1, 1995; 
14. SCDC Certificate of Appreciation for ‘Service and Leadership to the Lee CI Education 

Department,’ dated August 28, 1997; 
15. S.C. High School Diploma from Summerville High School, dated June 9, 1998; 
16. SCDC Certificate of Achievement for GED Teaching Assistant, dated June 29, 1998; 
17. Pre-Q Rubber Company, Certificate of Completion, dated March 3, 2005; 
18. SCDC Training Certificate from Lieber CI – Prison Industries, dated April 6, 2010; 
19. SCDC Certificate of Appreciation for ‘12 Years of Dedicated Service to Prison 

Industries,’ and Support Memorandum, dated April 19 and 29, 2010; 
20. SCDC Certificate of Appreciation for Volunteering in Library Services over the past five 

years, dated March 25, 2011; 
21. Work Keys Summary, dated November 9, 2012; 
22. CIU Transcript of Courses and Grades, dated from 2013 to 2016; 
23. SCDC Certificate of Appreciation ‘In Recognition of Outstanding Hospice Volunteer 

Services,’ dated August 2, 2013; 
24. PASS Diploma for Successful Completion of all Ten PASS Modules, with attached 

Letter from C. Carbone, Esq., dated December 19, 2013; 
25. PASS Certificates of Completion for Modules, Victim Awareness; Gang Diversion; 

Domestic Violence; Anger Management; Addiction; Parenting; Nonviolent 
Communication; Conflict Resolution; Living with Purpose; and Re-entry Into Society, 
dated from April 8, 2013 to December 19, 2013;  

26. Kirkland CI Certificate of Achievement Pre-Release Program, dated September 20, 2015; 



________________________________________________________________________ 
Name: KELSEY, Joseph  S. Knight, Ph.D., ABPP 
Date of Birth: July 20, 1977 3 Board-Certified Forensic Psychologist 

27. CIU Prison Initiative Certificate of Completion for 25 Hours of Training in Comparative 
Religion, dated November 16, 2015; 

28. Men’s Fraternity Certificate ‘Quest for Authentic Manhood,’ dated November 20, 2015; 
29. SC Pathways Certificate of Recognition for Volunteer Hospice Service at Kirkland R&E 

Infirmary, dated December 10, 2015; 
30. CIU Certificate of Achievement in Recognition of IT Training from Columbia 

International University, dated December 11, 2015; 
31. Columbia International University Associate of Arts Degree, dated December 2015; 
32. SCDC Certificate of Excellence ‘In Recognition of Your Personal Commitment, 

Dedication and Performance’ on the CSU Unit, dated June 30, 2016; 
33. BRCI CSU Certificate of Achievement for ‘Contributing to the Operation and Success of 

the Crisis Stabilization Unit,’ dated March 24, 2017; 
34. JumpStart Certificate of Completion “In the Category of Blue,’ dated June 12, 2017; 
35. SCDC Certificate of Completion of ‘Review of Psychiatric Emergencies’ for 10 Hours of 

Training Credit, dated July 18, 2017; 
36. Columbia International University Letter, from Bryan Beyer, PhD., Dean of College of 

Arts and Sciences, dated August 15, 2017; 
37. Pure Life Ministries Graduation Certificate, dated August 8, 2018; 
38. Men’s Fraternity Certificate, ‘Winning at Home and Work,’ dated November 29, 2018; 
39. Curriculum vitae of Mr. Joseph Kelsey, dated March 27, 2019; 
40. SCDC CSU Certificate of Completion for ‘Boundaries’ training, dated June 4, 2019; 

 

Letters of Support and Offered Employment 

41. Mr. Bill Gray, Administrative Coordinator / Prison Industries, on April 19, 2010; 
42. Ms. Janine Keene, Examinee’s twin sister, dated July 6, 2015; 
43. Ms. Sarah Jagoditsch, Examinee’s Fiancé’s grandmother, dated July 8, 2015; 
44. Mr. Rex M. Divine, Former SCDC Employee, dated August 1, 2015; 
45. Mr. Stephen Baarendse, Associate Professor, CIU, dated August 7, 2015; 
46. Ms. Ashlea Kelsey, Examinee’s niece, dated August 9, 2015; 
47. Ms. Amanda Chaney, Examinee’s Cousin, dated August 13, 2015; 
48. Ms. Keely Burwinkel, Examinee’s high school acquaintance, dated August 20, 2015; 
49. Ms. Cindy Reid, RN, Mother of fellow CSU worker, dated August 22, 2015; 
50. Ms. Tonya Kelsey, Examinee’s Sister, dated September 1, 2015; 
51. Ms. Henri E. Baskins, Community Relations Council, September 13, 2015; 
52. Mr. Thomas Speigal, Examinee’s high school friend, dated September 15, 2015; 
53. Mae K. Guinn, Ed.S. Former Highschool Guidance Counselor, September 19, 2015; 
54. Ms. Amanda Kelsey, Examinee’s half-sister, dated September 20, 2015; 
55. Mr. Wayne Novotny, Examinee’s uncle, dated July 20, 2015; 
56. Pastor Mike Thompson / Christian Family Chapel, dated September 22, 2015; 
57. Mr. Benjamin Kelsey, Examinee’s brother, dated September 24, 2015; 
58. Ms. Frances Jagoditsch, Examinee’s fiancé’s mother, dated October 2, 2015; 
59. Mr. Charles T. Kelsey, Examinee’s brother, on October 5, 2015; 
60. David Cashin, PhD., CIU Prison Initiative Program, dated October 12, 2015; 
61. Mr. Aparna Desal, SCDC Employee, dated October 13, 2015; 
62. Ms. Bethany Wilks, Examinee’s fiancé’s sister, dated October 19, 2015; 
63. Senior Pastor Nate Wilks, Calvary Presbyterian church, dated October 19, 2015; 
64. Dr. John K. Hill, LMFT, Center for Care and Counseling, dated October 20, 2015; 
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65. Rev. William R. Pauling, Pastor / Mount Ebal Baptist Church, dated October 21, 2015; 
66. Mr. Richard Hernandez, RH Electrical and Maintenance, Inc., dated September 25, 2017; 
67. Ms. Donna Kelsey, Examinee’s mother, dated September 25, 2017; 
68. Mr. Charles Kelsey, Examinee’s father, dated October 17, 2017; 
69. Ms. Lynn Westberg, Examinee’s stepmother, dated October 17, 2017; 
70. Mr. Henry Flint, MHT, with the CSU Unit in SCDC, dated October 24, 2017;  
71. Mr. J. Gudvangen, BSN, RN, SCDC Employee, dated October 26, 2017;  
72. Ms. Jennifer Montgomery, Examinee’s fiancé, dated October 31, 2017; 
73. Mr. Paul Dennis, Program Manager / CSU Unit at SCDC, dated November 18, 2017;  
74. Mr. C. Austin Edmondson, MA, with the CSU Unit in SCDC, dated April 26, 2019;  
75. Mr. Gary Minion, volunteer minister with JUMPSTART, dated June 26, 2019; 
76. Mr. Mac Ogburn volunteer and mentor with JUMPSTART, dated September 25, 2019; 
77. Mr. Paul Dennis, Program Manager / CSU Unit at SCDC, dated October 1, 2019;  
78. Mr. Richard Hernandez, RH Electrical and Maintenance, Inc., dated October 4, 2019; 
79. Nurse Ann-Marie Elwood, RN, CSU Unit at BRCI, dated October 5, 2019; 
80. Ms. Donna Kelsey, Examinee’s mother, dated October 6, 2019; 
81. Mr. Thomas Speigal, Examinee’s high school friend, dated October 7, 2019; 
82. Ms. Grace Dye, Assistant Director / CIU Prison Initiative, October 8, 2019; 
83. Mr. Charles T. Kelsey, Examinee’s brother, on October 11, 2019; 
84. Ms. Jennifer Montgomery, Examinee’s fiancé, dated October 11, 2019; 
85. Painted Clouds Farm, Inc. [offer of employment] dated October 12, 2019; 
86. Ms. Lynn Westberg, Examinee’s stepmother, dated October 12, 2019; 
87. Mr. Michael Fiorello, PhD., Pastoral Counselor, dated October 12, 2019; 
88. Mr. Walter Westberg, Examinee’s Half-Brother, October 12, 2019; 
89. Mr. Phil and Vicky Wetzel, Wooly’s LLC [offer of employment] October 13, 2019; 
90. Mr. Charles Kelsey, Examinee’s father, dated October 13, 2019; 
91. Mr. Benjamin Kelsey, Examinee’s brother, dated October 14, 2019; 
92. Nurse Courtney Olds-Williams, CSU Interim Head Nurse, dated October 15, 2019;l 
93. Senior Pastor Nate Wilks, Calvary Presbyterian church, dated October 14, 2019; 
94. Ms. Tonya Kelsey, Examinee’s Sister, dated October 18, 2019; 
95. Ms. Ashlea Kelsey, Examinee’s niece, dated October 19, 2019; 
96. Ms. Amanda Kelsey, Examinee’s half-sister, dated October 19, 2019; 
97. Ms. Frances Jagoditsch, Examinee’s fiancé’s mother, dated October 20, 2015; 
98. Ms. Bethany Wilks, Fiancé’s sister, dated October 20, 2019; 
99. Ms. Janine Keene, Examinee’s twin sister, dated October 20, 2019; 

100. Bryan Beyer, PhD., Dean of Columbia International University, dated October 23, 2019; 
101. Mr. Casey Lambert, Lambert Logistics, Inc, [offer of employment] undated; 

 
      Interviews/Testing 

102. Clinical Interview with Mr. Joseph Kelsey, two hours, on March 21, 2019; 
103. Clinical Interview with Mr. Joseph Kelsey, three and one half hours, on April 19, 2019; 
104. Interview (by telephone) with Ms. Janine Keene [sister], on June 27, 2019;  
105. Interview (by telephone) with Ms. Jennifer Montgomery [fiancé], on June 28, 2019; 
106. Interview (by telephone) with Ms. Fran Jagoditsch [fiancé’s mother], on July 2, 2019; 
107. Clinical Interview and Psychological Testing with Mr. Joseph Kelsey, four and one half  

hours, on June 27, 2019; 
108. Interview (by telephone) with Ms. Donna Kelsey [mother], on June 24, 2019; 
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109. Interview (by telephone) with Mr. Charles Kelsey [father], on July 16, 2019; 
110. Interview (by telephone) with Mr. Ted Kelsey [brother], on July 13, 2019; 
111. Interview (by telephone) with Mr. Tonya Kelsey [sister], on July 11, 2019; 
112. Interview (by telephone) with Mr. Ben Kelsey [brother], on September 23, 2019; 
113. Interview (by telephone) with Ms. Lynn Westberg [stepmother], on September 24, 2019; 
114. Interview (by telephone) with Mr. Paul Dennis, Program Manager in SCDC’s Crisis 

Stabilization Unit [CSU] at BRCI, on September 26, 2019; 
115. Interview (by telephone) with Nurse Courtney Olds-Williams, SCDC Nursing staff in 

CSU at BRCI, on October 3, 2019; 
116. Interview (by telephone) with Mae Guinn, Ed.S., former school guidance counselor, on 

October 17, 2019; 
117. Interview (by telephone) with Dr. John K. Hill, marriage counselor, on October 18, 2019. 

 
DISCLOSURE OF NON-CONFIDENTIALITY: Prior to the evaluation, Mr. Kelsey was 
provided information regarding the purpose and non-confidential nature of the evaluation. He 
was informed that any provided information would not be confidential and, at his attorneys’ 
discretion, may be distributed to the parole board. Mr. Kelsey endorsed an understanding of the 
parameters of the evaluation and provided his consent to proceed. 
 
Pertinent Social History [Pre-Offense]: As a young child, Mr. Kelsey was raised within an 
intact family, with his twin sister and three older siblings. He moved frequently due to family 
dynamics. His father served in the military (U.S. Army) and earned a degree in nuclear 
engineering, and his mother was a teacher and a homemaker. At age 8, his parents divorced, 
which was sudden and acrimonious, due to his father’s affair. His father left the country shortly 
thereafter, due to being stationed in Germany. He remarried and had two additional children. Mr. 
Kelsey was subsequently raised by his mother, who remarried when he was 12. At age 15, he left 
his mother’s home in Colorado to live with his father in Augusta, Georgia. He reported no abuse 
of any kind during his upbringing, citing his parents’ divorce as his only childhood trauma.  
 
Parole-Eligible Offense: The homicide offense took place on July 12, 1994, in McCormick 
County, South Carolina. [Note: SCDC records indicate Marlboro County, which is incorrect]. 
Mr. Kelsey had been residing with his father and stepmother in Augusta since January 1993. His 
mother and her husband remained in Colorado. In June 1994, Mr. Kelsey completed his 11th 
grade year at Lakeside High School in Evans, Georgia. Several weeks after the school year 
ended, in late June 1994, his father, stepmother and their children moved to Maryland. He had no 
additional family in the state, and was left without adult supervision, to stay here and there with 
teenage friends. During this time, he worked at a “cricket farm,” frequented parties and 
socialized with other teenagers. He was “really worried about friends, girlfriends and being 
accepted” and his “self-esteem was not good.” 
 
At one point, he and his peers began to make pipe bombs, in order to see them explode. As a kid, 
he had seen his older brother make such a device, and as children they had “strung fireworks 
together” for a similar effect. Mr. Kelsey, his two codefendants, Geoff Payne and Jamie Lee, and 
additional peers experimented with these items. For example, they “blew up one in the 
backyard…just to watch stuff go boom, like adrenaline, being teenagers.”  
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On the evening of the offense, he described a party, where he and his friends were “hanging out” 
and consuming alcohol, with no adult supervision. His codefendants arrived at the party with the 
victim (15-year old female), who was in need of first aid due to a recent cut on her foot. Most of 
the evening, Mr. Kelsey was on the phone with his girlfriend, who was not at the party. He 
reported drinking “three beers over the whole evening” and denied any drug use. He stated his 
two codefendants gave the victim beer, and eventually crushed up an ecstasy tablet in her drink. 
He was not involved in these activities. He reported Mr. Payne attempted to have sex with the 
victim. Eventually, Mr. Payne and Mr. Lee, decided to take the victim home, and Mr. Kelsey 
came along as he thought they might “blow up a pipe bomb” along the way. 
 
During the ride, Mr. Lee was driving. Mr. Kelsey was sitting in the front seat, with Mr. Payne 
and the victim in the back seat. At some point, he “looked back and saw Geoff [Payne] choking 
the victim.” He felt “horrified, shocked” and “curled into a ball.” His other codefendant “stopped 
the car” at which point, Mr. Kelsey “checked her pulse and there was no pulse.” Immediately 
afterwards, “Geoff [Payne] tried to have sex with her” as they were stopped on the side of the 
road. He stated all three took the victim’s body into the woods, and Mr. Payne asked Mr. Kelsey 
for the pipe bomb. He instructed Mr. Kelsey to put it in her mouth, which he did, and then Mr. 
Payne lit the pipe bomb. Mr. Kelsey felt very scared, and cried all night when they returned 
home. He  “didn’t tell anybody because I didn’t want anything to do with it, I didn’t want to be 
associated with it...” Thus, he did not tell the victim’s family what happened or her whereabouts. 
 

[Mr. Kelsey’s account is consistent with the S.C. Supreme Court’s ruling in Payne v. State 

(2003), in which the Court stated, “whether the victim died by Payne strangling her to death, or 

by Payne lighting the fuse of the pipe bomb that exploded in her mouth, the testimony 

overwhelming proves that Payne murdered her.” It is also consistent with the opinion of the 

trial’s forensic pathologist, who affirmed in a 2019 affidavit that, “There is nothing in the 

evidence to prove that Melanie Richey was alive or dead at the time of the bomb blast…Whether 

she died of the alleged drugs she was administered or alleged strangulation could not clearly be 

established because of the skeletonization of the body…Therefore…all three (bomb, drugs, 

strangulation) had to be considered and listed as the probable cause(s) of death.” 

 
In discussing the offense, Mr. Kelsey stated, “the pain caused the victim’s family is something 
that can never be made up for.” He specifically discussed his decision to not inform them of what 
happened, thus, prolonging their pain and suffering. Even though he did not commit the 
homicide, he “feels responsible and guilty, I did everything wrong, every step of the way, I 
should have made sure she got home safely.” He was very tearful when describing the incident. 
 
COURSE OF INCARCERATION: Mr. Kelsey began his sentence in SCDC on November 22, 
1994, for charges unrelated to his life sentence. He has since maxed out his sentence on those 
charges, as they only carried one to two years. In September 1995, his ‘life eligible’ sentence 
began. In 2015, Mr. Kelsey first became eligible for parole, with prior parole hearings on 
November 18, 2015 and November 15, 2017.  
 
Given the length of his incarceration, he has been housed at numerous institutions. More 
recently, in 2014, he was placed at Kirkland CI, to complete his Associate of Arts degree for the 
Crisis Stabilization Unit, and then eventually to Broad River CI in order to work fulltime in the 
Crisis Stabilization Unit, where he presently resides. 
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Academic: On March 1, 1995, Mr. Kelsey earned his South Carolina High School Equivalency 
[GED], with very high percentiles on all subjects tested, placing him “in the top five percent of 
South Carolina GED graduates.” In June 1998, he was awarded his High School Diploma 
through Summerville High School. In 2012, he earned his WorkKeys Certification at the ‘Gold’ 
Level; and in 2013, completed all training modules for graduation from the PASS [Prisoner 
Assistance Scholastic Service] program. In December 2015, he graduated with an Associate of 
Arts Degree in Biblical Studies from Columbia International University [CIU]; and in December 
2019, will graduate from Ashworth College with a Bachelor of Science in General Studies, with 
a concentration in Business Administration from CIU. Per the Dean of CIU, Mr. Kelsey was one 
of 15 inmates selected to participate in the CIU program, and “one of only five Prison Initiative 
graduates who has gone on to complete their bachelor’s degree after completing our program.” 
 
Vocational: Mr. Kelsey has worked consistently in SCDC, since 1995. From 1995 to 1997, he 
worked as a Clerk in the Education/Guidance counselor’s office at Lee CI; in 1998, as a 
Teacher’s Assistant in GED Education at Lieber CI; from 1998 to 2012, as an Administrative 
Clerk in PI, at Lieber CI, during which time he was certified in tire retread and repair, and as a 
forklift operator; from 2012 to 2014, as an Administrative Clerk in Education at Lee CI; from 
2014 to 2015, as a Student in the CIU Prison Initiative at Kirkland CI; in 2016, as a Chaplain 
Assistant at Evans CI; and from 2016 to present, he has worked as a para-professional counselor, 
in the Crisis Stabilization Unit at BRCI. With his current position, he works with suicidal 
inmates, “talks to them, it’s a great opportunity to help people.” He teared up speaking of a 
recent suicide, and appeared very empathic with regard to the patients’ conditions. He resides on 
the upstairs floor of the unit, with the other inmate companions. 
 

Activities/Accomplishments: Mr. Kelsey has also been involved in numerous prosocial pursuits 
over his incarceration, in an attempt to rehabilitate his life, and to help others. In 1997, and again 
2011, he was involved in ‘Operation Behind Bars’ to prevent youth from involvement in crime. 
From 2006 to 2011, he volunteered in the library to assist in the creation and maintenance of 
library databases for staff and inmates to use. In 2012 and 2013, he served as a Charter Resident 
of the Character Based Units at Lieber CI and Lee CI, assisting to further CBU’s goals of 
recidivism reduction and prosocial character building. In 2012 and 2013, he served on the 
Student Advisory Council at Lee CI in order to bring academic issues to the attention of staff. In 
2013 and 2015, he worked as a hospice volunteer at Lee CI and Kirkland CI. Although too 
numerous to mention, he has continued to participate in trainings to enhance his skills, as he is 
motivated perform to the best of his ability. Of particular note, in 2019, he completed JumpStart 
Leadership Training, which is reserved for “blue folder JumpStart graduates, who have been 
unanimously approved by the existing leadership.” 
 
Throughout these activities, and as listed above, he has been awarded many ‘Certificates’ of 
‘Excellence,’ ‘Achievement,’ ‘Participation’ and ‘Completion.’  
 
Faith-Based Programming: He has also been involved in faith-based programming, to include 
Kiaros in 1996; Men’s Fraternity ‘Quest for Authentic Manhood’ in 2015; earned a ‘Blue Folder’ 
from JumpStart in 2017; and in 2018, completed ‘Men’s Fraternity: Winning at Work and at 
Home.’ Additionally, in 2016, he worked as a Chaplain’s Assistant at Evans CI during which he 
facilitated Bible studies and life-skills classes, among other duties. 
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Interpersonal Functioning: Mr. Kelsey is presently engaged to Jennifer Montgomery, whom he 
originally knew from Lakeside High School. They rekindled a relationship around 2007, when 
she wrote to him. They wrote letters, and spoke on the phone frequently, until she came to see 
him at the end of 2013. Since that time, she has visited “twice a weekend, every weekend” and 
they talk frequently. They have immediate plans to marry if he is released on parole. Her mother 
visits him with regularity, and they have established a close relationship. 
 

Medical/Mental Health: Mr. Kelsey has remained essentially healthy over his incarceration. No 
medical conditions have been identified, and he does not take any type of medication. In 2017, 
he incurred a nasal fracture from an injury playing basketball, and required surgery at Palmetto 
Health Richland. He has no history of additional surgeries in SCDC. He reported his only mental 
health encounter as during his September 1995 trial, when he experienced anxiety surrounding 
the legal proceedings. SCDC records note he was treated with Vistaril, 50 mg, for several days 
due to “situational anxiety.” He has no history of any additional mental health evaluation or 
treatment during his incarceration. 
 
Substance Use: Regarding substances, he reported consuming “homemade wine” during his 
early years of incarceration. He reported no alcohol in at least “ten years.” He also reported 
marijuana use during his earlier years, with his last use “16 years ago.” He presently views any 
substance use as “counter-productive” to his goals and has no urges or desire to use. Per SCDC 
records, in September 2003, at age 26, he tested positive for “THC/Marijuana.” This is his only 
substance-related infraction and only ‘Major’ conviction/infraction on his record. 
 

Disciplinary: Mr. Kelsey’s ‘Record Summary Sheet’ from SCDC dated June 24, 2019, 
indicates he has had “no escape history;” “no criminal charges while in custody;” “no priors;” 
and “no detainers.” Regarding disciplinary infractions, he has no convictions for ‘Assaultive 
Disciplinaries.’ He has incurred six ‘Non-Assaultive Disciplinaries,’ only one of which was 
classified as ‘Major.’ These charges include Damage, Destroy Property [March 2002, Other]; 
Out of Place [February 2003, Minor]; Refusing or Failing to Obey [April 2003, Minor]; Use or 
Possession of Marijuana [September 2003, Major]; Out of Place [March 2004, Other]; and Out 
of Place [May 2004, Other]. His last infraction occurred at age 26. 
 

 
*Only 1 of the 6 infractions was classified as ‘Major.’ All others were ‘Minor’ or ‘Other.’ 
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SCDC Collateral Interview Data: In addition to reviewing his entire SCDC file, the examiner 
interviewed SCDC staff members familiar with Mr. Kelsey.  
 
Paul Dennis [CSU Program Manager]: Mr. Dennis has worked with Mr. Kelsey for the past three 
and a half years in CSU, where he is the Program Manager. He stated Mr. Kelsey is responsible 
for “managing the guys on crisis, watching them one to one, when guys are in need, or a danger 
to themselves or others, he assists with peer support. He does well, he’s soft-spoken, he gives 
them his story…” Mr. Dennis further described him as “mild-mannered, follows the rules and 
regulations, no issues with discipline.” He stated Mr. Kelsey is “my assistant, with the supplies, 
and with putting everything in order, does all the things that keep the program running…he’s 
trustworthy, no issues, gets along with fellow inmates well, and works well with the staff back 
here.” Mr. Kelsey resides upstairs of the CSU unit with the other inmate companions and 
“they’re like a family up there, he’s one of 32 when we’re fully staffed.”  
 
Mr. Dennis was asked if Mr. Kelsey had any sort of leadership role on the CSU unit. He stated, 
“yes, he’s my assistant, so he stands out from the rest of the inmate companions.” Mr. Dennis 
chose him for his assistant as he is “a hard worker, dependable, and he has integrity.” When 
asked if he would have any concerns with Mr. Kelsey granted parole, he stated “I don’t see 
anything, from the temperament he has in here, from how he is doing, no issues, I haven’t seen 
anything that would caution me.” 
  
Nurse Courtney Olds-William [CSU Nurse]: Nurse Olds-Williams has worked at SCDC for the 
past six years, and works in the CSU unit with Mr. Kelsey. She works with Ms. Kelsey “eight 
hours a day, sometimes ten hours a day.” He “keeps track of all of our supplies, he is so well-
organized, so professional, and it can get chaotic.” He “keeps everything accurate, keeps the 
inventory accurate, he is very dependable.” She further described him as a “model inmate, well-
spoken, calm, all the inmates love him…” She also noted he has very good relationships with all 
of the staff, and that she has never seen any disciplinary issues from Mr. Kelsey. When asked if 
she would have any concerns with Mr. Kelsey being granted parole, she stated “none 
whatsoever, no concerns.” She stated, “I can trust him, I can be in a room alone with him, and 
trust him, and you can’t say that about many inmates.” 
 
TRANSITION PLAN: If granted parole, Mr. Kelsey has multiple options of where to reside 
and work, given his very strong support system. The preferred option is to reside with his fiancé, 
Ms. Jennifer Montgomery, in Augusta, Georgia, living in a recently purchased home, with 
immediate plans to marry. She has very strong ties to the Augusta community, with regard to her 
family and career, where she works as the Dean of Students and Assistant Executive Director at 
Georgia Military College. Her mother resides within several miles, and has pledged her strong 
support of Mr. Kelsey’s release, as her son-in-law. She and her family will provide financial, 
emotional, and social support, upon his release. Regarding employment, Mr. Kelsey has been 
offered a job by Lambert Logistics, Inc., out of Martinez, Georgia, working for Casey Lambert. 
 
Mr. Kelsey also has the option of residing in South Dakota, where his father and stepmother 
reside; or in Corpus Christi, Texas, where his mother resides. His fiancé would relocate with him 
to either of these locations. If the latter two options are exercised, then his parole would be 
transferred via the Interstate Compact for Adult Offender Supervision (ICAOS).  
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In order to confirm his proposed plans, and to ‘vet’ his relationship with Ms. Montgomery, the 
examiner spoke with Ms. Montgomery, her mother, their marriage counselor, and a professional 
educator and counselor who has known them both since teenagers. Mr. Kelsey’s family was also 
contacted to confirm the proposed plans, and to assess their role and support in his transition.  
 

Collateral Interviews [Fiancé and Fiancé’s Mother]: His fiancé is 41 years old, and resides in 
Augusta, Georgia, in a recently purchased home. She has resided in the Augusta area for 33 
years, with present employment at Georgia Military College. Her family resides within several 
miles of her residence. She described first meeting Mr. Kelsey in high school, during which time  
they were acquaintances. More recently, she began building a relationship with Mr. Kelsey 
around 2007, and they became engaged in 2013. She described their relationship as “completely 
committed” and she sees him eight times month, “the maximum.” She verified his release plan, 
noting plans to “get married the right way” in a local church once he is released.   
 
In an interview with his fiancé’s mother, she stated she has met Mr. Kelsey many times and has 
met his family. Her mother described the relationship between her daughter and Mr. Kelsey as 
“genuine and reciprocal” and that she “approves of their plan to get married.” Her mother stated  
she “cares about” Mr. Kelsey and is “happy to support him in any capacity.” 
 

Collateral Interview [Former Marriage Counselor]: Dr. John K. Hill, DMin, LMFT, is a 
licensed marriage and family counselor in the North Augusta area, with a counseling degree 
from Yale University and a Doctor of Ministry degree from Columbia Theological Seminary. 
Ms. Montgomery and Mr. Kelsey sought pre-marital counseling from Dr. Hill after their 
engagement. Ms. Montgomery was present in his office, with Mr. Kelsey on the phone, during 
sessions. Dr. Hill believed they had at least six sessions focusing on their relationship and Mr. 
Kelsey’s rehabilitation efforts. In his experience and opinion, the relationship “seemed very real, 
solid” and genuine. He found Mr. Kelsey to be “very reasonable, intelligent, very remorseful…” 
and believed they would have the makings of a “good marriage.” He also emphasized that Ms. 
Montgomery knew Mr. Kelsey from high school, and thus, had a basis to reach out and begin a 
friendship when she did, versus someone without such history. He has known Ms. Montgomery 
“for years” in the Augusta area, and believed her to be a sincere, stable, and authentic individual. 
 
Collateral Interview [Former School Guidance Counselor]: Ms. Mae Guinn, Ed.S. has worked 
in the field of education for over 27 years, and is now retired. In the 1990’s, she served as the 
high school guidance counselor at Lakeside High School, where both Mr. Kelsey and Ms. 
Montgomery were students. She recalled both as “good kids” and “normal and well-liked.” She 
has also known Ms. Montgomery for years, as both reside in the Augusta area. She described 
Ms. Montgomery as “a very solid person, level-headed.” She believes their relationship is real 
and “not a pseudo-relationship.” If Mr. Kelsey is paroled, she offered counseling sessions as part 
of their “re-integration plan.” 
 
Collateral Interviews [Examinee’s Family]: Mr. Kelsey’s family members, including his mother, 
father, stepmother, twin sister, older sister, and two older brothers were interviewed regarding 
support post-incarceration. His mother stated “we will do anything we can to help, everybody’s 
on the same page,” with all members expressing “total” and “absolute” support. His family has 
also met his fiancé, Jennifer, and stated “her family has accepted Joe.” All family members are  
financially stable, with successful careers, or have retired. 
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CLINICAL PRESENTATION: For each interview, Mr. Kelsey presented as neatly dressed in 
prison-issued attire, with very good attention to grooming and hygiene. He was polite, respectful, 
and cooperative. He presented as mild-mannered, and forthcoming with all information asked. 
His mood was pleasant and stable, with appropriate, full range of affect. He was soft-spoken, 
with normal rate and prosody of speech. He was thoughtful and deliberate with his responses, 
and at times, exhibited emotional responses (e.g., sadness, tearfulness) when discussing sensitive 
topics regarding his background and the offense. There were no abnormalities observed in his 
psychomotor functioning. His thought process was linear and organized, with no bizarre content. 
Judgment and insight appeared good. There were no overt indicators of major mental disorder, 
personality disorder or cognitive deficits. 
 
Clinical Functioning: Mr. Kelsey reported no symptoms consistent with a mental disorder, 
including major mood instability related to depression, mania, hypomania, or anger dyscontrol; 
psychotic symptomatology; self-injurious conduct, suicide attempts, or suicidal or homicidal 
ideation; traumatic stress; chronic elevated anxiety, panic attacks, intrusive worry or phobias; or 
obsessive-compulsive symptoms. With regard to current functioning, he reported no 
dysregulation in mood, affect, appetite, sleep, energy level, concentration, memory or cognition. 
 

Psychological Testing: On June 27, 2019, Mr. Kelsey was administered the Minnesota 
Multiphasic Personality Inventory®, 2nd Edition (MMPI®-2), which is the preferred test of 
SCDC for use in conditional parole evaluations. The MMPI®-2 is an assessment measure 
designed to assess personality and affective functioning. Validity indicators are included 
measuring a test-taker’s overall approach and response style.  
 
Validity scales indicated Mr. Kelsey responded to all items, responded consistently and without 
exaggeration or minimization of symptomatology; and without significant defensiveness: F-
Scale [T = 45]; L-Scale [T = 52]; K-Scale [T = 66]; and S-Scale [T = 59]. In his case, the slight 
elevation on the K-scale is reflective of a well-functioning individual, who sees his life as well-
managed and with good emotional control, self-sufficiency and the ability to cope, rather than 
defensiveness. This result is found more often in individuals of higher education and SES status, 
and is consistent with his scores on the additional validity indices. 
 
Clinical findings were indicative of someone with high self-confidence, minimal emotional 
distress, regrets regarding life decisions, good sociality, and well-controlled anger and frustration 
tolerance. Findings were also significant for a history of antisocial conduct and authority issues, 
during adolescence, of which Mr. Kelsey was very open in reporting. Items on the elevated 
subscales have a ‘historical bias’ and tap into ‘admissions of delinquencies in the past.’ Thus, 
such results are in line with his history, and to be expected given his legal situation. They do not 
reflect current antisocial pathology, and his record reflects no such behaviors in many years.  
In addition, one substance subscale was slightly elevated, [Scale AAS, T = 65], however, all 
other substance measures were within normal limits. In reviewing the critical items with Mr. 
Kelsey, this reflected his openness in reporting prior substance use, and does not reflect current 
use. As with all psychological assessment measures, interpretation of results must take into 
consideration the totality of evaluation data, to include all records and collateral data, in 
determining diagnostic and personality findings. Overall, Mr. Kelsey’s MMPI-2 profile does not 
support clinical instability, mental disorder or personality psychopathology.  
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DIAGNOSTIC FORMULATION: The following diagnoses are rendered according to the 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual for Mental Disorders, 5th  Edition, (DSM-5).  
 
§ Diagnosis:    No Diagnosis 

(Previously Axis I & Axis II)  
         
§ Medical Conditions:    None Known 

 (Previously Axis III)     
 
Mr. Kelsey has no history of mental disorder; and he does not presently meet criteria for a  
personality disorder, cognitive disorder, adjustment disorder, substance disorder or other  
psychopathology. Thus, no diagnosis is offered. 
 
VIOLENCE RISK ASSESSMENT: A violence risk assessment measure was utilized to 
supplement the above data and more formally evaluate the issue of future violence risk.  
 
HCR-20V3: The HCR-20V3 is an interview and assessment tool designed to assess an 
individual’s risk of future violence. This tool has been subject to rigorous empirical validation, 
and is used routinely in parole evaluations for those serving life sentences. 1, 2 The HCR-20V3 is 
comprised of twenty items in Historical, Clinical and Risk Management domains that combine to 
assess an individual’s overall level of violent recidivism risk. Thus, the measure captures past, 
present, and future risk variables. These variables have been demonstrated via research to 
correlate with an individual’s risk of violence. Items are assessed for the presence of the risk 
factor, and the relevancy (low, moderate or high) of the item to address future violence for that 
individual. Information on these variables was obtained through in-depth clinical interviews with 
Mr. Kelsey, collateral interviews and by review of collateral data. 
 
§ Historical variables are considered over an individual’s lifetime and include history of: 1) 
violence; 2) violent attitudes; 3) antisocial behaviors; 4) instability of relationships; 5) instability 

of employment; 6) substance use; 7) major mental illness; 8) personality disorders; 9) traumatic 

experiences; and 10) problems with treatment response.  
 
With regard to history of violence, Mr. Kelsey has had no known violent behavior prior to the 
offense, or during his present incarceration. With regard to the homicide offense at age 16, prior 
court decisions are clear that his codefendant gave the victim illicit drugs, strangled her, and lit 
the fuse of the pipe bomb. Mr. Kelsey’s role was limited to a failure to act in an effort to prevent 
harm to the victim, and of placing the pipe bomb in her mouth. This latter action would be 
considered the ‘violent act,’ however, he believed she was already dead, and his codefendant lit 
the fuse. Nevertheless, since the pathologist cannot definitely determine the cause of death (e.g., 
drugs, strangulation, and/or explosion), his action would be considered violent, given that he 
aided his codefendant in this endeavor, and was present when the fuse was lit. This seems to be 
his only ‘act of violence’ over his 42 years. Thus, this factor is historically present, but of low 

relevance when considering the circumstances and current risk management strategies. 

 
1 Laura S. Guy et al., Influence of the HCR-20, LS/CMI, and PCL-R on Decisions About Parole 

Suitability Among Lifers, 39 LAW HUMAN BEHAV 232 (2015). 
2 David R. Shaw, Office of the Inspector General, Special Report: The Board of Parole Hearings: 

Psychological Evaluations and Mandatory Training Requirements [July 2010] https://www.oig.ca.gov. 
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Regarding a related factor, data did not indicate that Mr. Kelsey has a history of entrenched 
violent attitudes; therefore, this factor is not present.  
 
Considering a pattern of antisocial behaviors (criminal activity other than violence), Mr. Kelsey 
has no history of juvenile offenses. At age 17, he incurred charges related to stealing a car for the 
purpose of “joyriding” and did not stop for police. His SCDC disciplinary record indicates very 
few infractions given the length of his incarceration, with six infractions in over 24 years. All but 
one was classified as ‘Minor’ or “Other’ by SCDC. Further, most of his infractions would not be 
considered ‘antisocial’ conduct, as they would not be illegal if he were in the community (e.g., 
Refusing to Obey; ‘Out of Place’ etc.). Therefore, he has no established ‘pattern’ of antisocial  
conduct, and thus, this factor is not present.   
 
In consideration of instability in relationships, Mr. Kelsey was first incarcerated at age 17, and 
thus, had no truly serious relationships prior to his incarceration. Since 2013, he has been in a 
committed relationship, with his now fiancé. All available sources, including her family, cite 
their stability, love and mutual companionship, as a very positive development. Further, he has 
maintained positive relationships with his family, over his incarceration, which remain strong 
and committed. Thus, he has no pattern of relationship instability, (defined as multiple short-
term, turbulent or conflictual relationships). As such, this factor is not present. 
 
Regarding instability of employment, Mr. Kelsey was a teenager at the time of his arrest, and 
had no sustained work history of any length. During his incarceration, he has held multiples 
types of jobs, with most of significant length, spanning years. For example, he worked for two 
years as a clerk in education; and for 12 years as an administrative clerk in PI. He is currently 
employed in the CSU unit, working as a para-professional counselor, with suicidal inmates, 
where he has worked for over three years. Of note, his history is not reflective of periods of 
unemployment, firings, poor performance reviews, conflicts with supervisors or coworkers, or 
other chronic problems. On the contrary, he has received many positive accolades for his work 
performance. Therefore, this factor is not present. 
 
Regarding history of substance abuse, Mr. Kelsey drank alcohol frequently as a 16 year-old, 
however, he did not experience negative consequences from use. In prison, he has not consumed 
alcohol in over 10 years, and has no alcohol-related infractions. He has never met criteria for an 
alcohol-related disorder. He socially experimented with substances as a teenager, with his use in 
line with adolescent experimentation. He did not use more than five times, with no negative 
consequences from use. In SCDC, he used marijuana during his earlier years, and has one 
substance-related infraction when he tested positive for THC. His use did not rise to the level of 
a substance-disorder, and he has not used in 16 years. Additionally, substances were not a 
contributing factor in the offense conduct. Therefore, this factor is considered not present. 
 
For the risk factor of major mental disorder, Mr. Kelsey has no history of major mental disorder. 
Therefore, this risk factor is not present.  Additionally, he does not meet criteria for a personality 

disorder of any kind. SCDC records do not indicate diagnoses of personality disorders, and he 
did not meet criteria for a personality disorder upon current clinical evaluation. Therefore, this 
factor is not present.   
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Regarding history of traumatic experiences, Mr. Kelsey did not endorse a history of trauma, and 
collateral sources do not indicate such history. He has never experienced symptoms of traumatic 
stress (e.g., PTSD).Therefore, this risk factor is not present. 
 
Mr. Kelsey has no history of problems with treatment response. He has no history of requiring 
any type of treatment, thus, this is not directly applicable. Additionally, he has complied with 
various programs, trainings, educational endeavors and other rehabilitation efforts, with excellent 
response. Therefore, this factor is not present.  
 
§ Clinical risk factors are considered over the past six months and include recent problems 
with: 1) degree of insight; 2) violent ideation or intent; 3) symptoms of major mental disorder; 4) 
instability of functioning; and 5) treatment or supervision response.  
 
Mr. Kelsey’s degree of insight into his offense, and current functioning is very good due to 
intact cognitive abilities, committed self-reflection over many years, and openness regarding his 
life choices. He speaks openly about the offense, and demonstrates in-depth insight into his role, 
insight regarding victim impact, and insight regarding how he has grown and evolved over his 
incarceration. Therefore, this factor is not present.  
 
There is no indication that Mr. Kelsey has had any recent problems with violent ideation or 

intent, therefore this risk factor is not present. He does not have a major mental illness; 
therefore, he has no recent symptoms of major mental disorder, including affective, behavioral 
or cognitive instability. As such, this risk factor is not present. He is clinically stable at the 
present time, and thus his stability of functioning is good; therefore, this risk factor is not 

present. He has had no issues with recent treatment or supervision response, as he is not 
required to undergo any treatment, or supervision at the present time. He is compliant with all 
supervisors on the CSU unit. Therefore, this factor is not present. 
 
§ Risk Management factors represent an assessment of variables (out of custody) over the next 
six months and include future issues or problems with: 1) professional services and plans; 2) 
living situation; 3) level of personal support; 4) treatment or supervision response; and 5) level 

of stress and coping. 
 
Regarding professional services and plans, Mr. Kelsey has been offered a full-time job which he 
can start immediately upon release. He is not in need of other types of professional services (e.g., 
medical or mental health), and thus this factor is not present.  
 
Relatedly, his living situation is very secure, as he will move in with his fiancé, who has just 
purchased a home. He is also welcome to reside with any number of family members, who are 
all financially stable. Therefore, this risk factor is not present. With regard to level of personal 

support, Mr. Kelsey will have strong family and extrafamilial support. He has the unwavering 
support of his fiancé, with whom he will live, as well as her family which resides in very close 
proximity. Although they do not reside locally, he has the very strong support of all of his family 
members. His many letters of support provide additional evidence on this factor. Therefore, this 
risk factor is not present. 
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Regarding the factor of future treatment or supervision response, Mr. Kelsey has no known 
needs for medical or mental health treatment at the present time; and has no history of 
compliance issues with supervision during his incarceration. Of note, he was chosen out of the 
32 inmate workers in CSU to be the personal assistant of the program director, indicating strong 
qualities of compliance and dutifulness. Additionally, he has no interpersonal or clinical 
impediments that would hinder a positive response to parole supervision. Therefore, evidence 
supports a future positive treatment and supervision response. As such, this factor is not present. 
 
Finally, the risk factor of future problems with level of stress or coping was considered. If 
released on parole, Mr. Kelsey would be faced with the challenges of adjusting to a very 
different ‘outside world,’ which may be stressful for anyone in his situation. However, as 
outlined above, he will have very strong personal support. He has also coped well in the stressful 
environment of the CSU, with his supervisors referring to him as “calm” and an asset to the 
program. Therefore, this risk factor is considered present, as with any transition of this 
magnitude, but of low relevance, given his support system and individual strengths. 
 

In sum, based on the evaluation and application of the HCR-20V3 risk factors to Mr. Kelsey’s 
specific history and situation, it is opined that only 2 out of 20 risk factors are present, but both 
are of low relevance. This factor includes History of Violence regarding the homicide offense 

over 25 years ago. Factors contributing to this offense are no longer present, and risk 
management strategies have evolved to reduce risk, to include: maturity past adolescence; 
longstanding prosocial lifestyle; education and viable job skills; clinical stability; insightfulness; 
and strong psychosocial support. The factor, Stress and Coping, was present, given potential 
release after many years. However, this is effectively addressed through his proven coping skills, 
and strong psychosocial support; and is thus, of low relevance. 
  
Table 1. [Summary of HCR-20v3 Risk Factors, Presence and Relevance]. 
HCR-20v3 Risk Factor Presence Relevance to Risk Management 
 
History of Violence 

Historically Present     

(No serious violence prior 
to homicide or in 24+ 
years) 

Low – Well Managed via age; maturity; 
longstanding prosocial lifestyle; job skills; 
education; clinical stability; insight & 
psychosocial support  

 
Future Stress and Coping  

Present (Related to 
transition after lengthy 
incarceration) 

 

Low – Strong Coping Resources and Support 
Upon Release to Mitigate Stress 

 
Taken together, in consideration of his individual, case-specific details, and available risk  
management strategies, data from the HCR-20v3 indicates Mr. Kelsey represents a low risk for  
future violent acts.  
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SUMMARY:  Based on evaluation data, which includes clinical interviews and psychological 
testing with Mr. Kelsey; interviews with his parents, siblings, fiancé, fiancé’s mother, former 
marriage and guidance counselors, and SCDC staff; and review of psychosocial, legal and 
correctional records; and letters of support, the following was found. 
 
Prior Criminal Record and Supervision: Per ‘parole criteria’ set forth by the SC Board of 
Paroles and Pardons, 2 “The offender's prior criminal record and adjustment under any 

previous programs of supervision,” was considered as part of his pre-offense history. Prior to 
the parole-eligible offense, Mr. Kelsey had no juvenile or adult charges. In the weeks after the 
offense, he incurred several minor charges, for which he maxed out his time in 1996. He has had 
no previous programs of supervision (e.g., parole or probation).  
 

Parole-Eligible Offense: Per the Board’s criteria, “The nature and seriousness of the offender's 

offense, the circumstances surrounding that offense, and the prisoner's attitude toward it;” as 
well as the, “the offender's understanding of the causes of his past criminal conduct” were 
assessed. At the time of the homicide, Mr. Kelsey was 16 years old, in mid-adolescence, with 
neurobiological maturity far from complete. Weeks before the homicide, his family had moved 
out of state, leaving him without any adult supervision, with no structure, and in the company of 
teenage peers. The homicide was committed with adolescent codefendants, one of whom also 
received a life sentence. Although his peers were charged as adults, Mr. Kelsey was waived to 
General Sessions via a transfer hearing, as he was still a juvenile.  
 
Data from the trial testimony, and post-conviction holdings from the S.C. Supreme Court, are 
clear that the victim was murdered by his codefendant Geoff Payne by either drugs, strangulation 
or explosion; with the forensic pathologist unable to determine the cause of death. Thus, Mr. 
Kelsey’s role was minimal as compared to his co-defendants, with regard to physical harm to the 
victim. However, Mr. Kelsey withheld information about the homicide, and did not disclose any 
information to her family. This needlessly prolonged their pain and suffering. Mr. Kelsey 
recognizes this decision as one that was very painful to the victim’s family, and expresses much 
regret and guilt over his inaction in this regard. Further, he has accepted full responsibility for all 
of his actions and decisions surrounding the offense. His ‘attitude’ is one of great remorse, 
shame, and sadness for the victim’s family and their loss.  
 
Due to years of introspective reflection, he demonstrates very good ‘understanding of the causes’ 
of his criminal conduct, including lack of adult supervision; adolescent susceptibility to peer 
influence; poor decision-making due to desire for peer acceptance; and adolescent immaturity.  
 
In consideration of the Board’s parole criteria regarding, “The offender's attitude toward family 

members, the victim, and authority in general,” Mr. Kelsey has expressed significant remorse 
and empathy for the victim’s family, and for the victim. He has written a letter of apology to the 
family in which he expressed, “Each day, I comprehend more fully, and regret more deeply, the 
devastation I brought on your family…[and] realize that there is nothing I can say or do to 
diminish the pain I have caused you…” He “cannot apologize enough” and “I am truly sorry for 
taking Melanie out of your life.” He expressed similar sentiments during the present evaluation, 
with much tearfulness and emotion. 

 
2 https://www.dppps.sc.gov/content/download/120663/2749351/file/Parole+Board+Manual+June+7+ 2017.pdf. 
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Regarding ‘attitude’ towards authority, he has maintained compliance towards authority figures 
as evidenced by very few infractions over his incarceration, and by the many favorable letters of 
support from SCDC staff and supervisors. His direct supervisor also lauded his compliance and 
responsibility to this examiner regarding his current job. 
 

Course of Incarceration: In consideration of the Board’s parole criteria: “The offender's 

adjustment while in confinement, including his progress in counseling, therapy, and other 

similar programs designed to encourage the prisoner to improve himself;” “The offender's 

employment history, including his job training and skills and his stability in the workplace;” 
and “The offender's efforts to solve his problems;” the following was found.  
 
Mr. Kelsey’s efforts at self-improvement have been committed, sustained, and sincere. He has 
availed himself of a multitude of educational endeavors, social programs, and work opportunities 
in order to ‘solve his own problems,’ to include earning multiple degrees; and accumulating 
hundreds of hours of vocational training. As a result, he has gained ready skills for the 
community, to include a college education; forklift and tire work certifications; computer and 
library skills; hospice experience; and ministry. 
 
Additionally, in reviewing his many letters of support, those professionals who have worked 
with Mr. Kelsey during the course of his incarceration described him as: “an asset…to society;” 
“sincere, empathic, caring;” “remorseful;” “passionate in his commitment to God:” “volunteers 
for countless tasks;” “does an exceptional job;” “expresses deep regret and remorse for his 
actions;” “dependable, honest, courteous, and responsible;” “accepts responsibility for all the 
pain he has caused;” “is known to go above and beyond his assigned duties;” “quiet humble 
demeanor…consistently respectful, cheerful and hardworking;” “respectful, kind and gracious;” 
“served with humility and faithfulness;” “the kind of man I would want for a neighbor;” “an 
outstanding leader;” “selfless;” “very reliable and trustworthy;” “hardworking, self-motivated 
and quiet;” “expressed to me great remorse;” “has certainly rehabilitated himself;” “has 
displayed exemplary patience, understanding and compassion;” “I would hire him again;” “I can 
honestly say he was remorseful;” “superlative student;” “shown excellent character;” “respectful 
and helpful attitude;” “humble learner;” “gentle and unassuming;” “valued employee;” and “a 
fine example of rehabilitation in prison.” 
 
Furthermore, SCDC correctional staff interviewed indicate he has made a very positive 
adjustment, and they reported no hesitation regarding his potential release on parole. 
 
Risk Assessment: In consideration of the Board’s parole criteria of, “the risk that the offender 

poses to the community,” Mr. Kelsey was assessed using an empirically validated risk 
assessment measure (HCR-20v3). This measure consists of 20 risk variables, within Historical, 
Clinical and Risk Management domains. Results indicate Mr. Kelsey is at low risk for future 
violent recidivism. Primary contributing factors to the homicide offense are no longer valid or 
present, which primarily involved his immaturity, youthfulness, and attendant characteristics of 
impulsivity, recklessness, and poor future orientation. Additionally, his age of 42 further reduces 
his risk, as youthful offenders account for the majority of violent crime. Mr. Kelsey also has a 
very strong transition plan in place, with a ready place to live, employment, financial support and 
strong social support. Such stability is a powerful mitigator against future violence, and further 
supports a finding of ‘low’ risk. 
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The Board’s parole criteria of, “The offender's physical, mental, and emotional health” was 
also considered in assessing his risk. Mr. Kelsey is clinically stable, and without symptoms of 
mental disorder. He has no history of mental health treatment during his incarceration. Records 
indicate he is in good medical health, with no treatment indicated at the present time. 
 

Transition Plan: The Board’s parole criteria: “The adequacy of the offender's overall parole 

plan, including his proposed residence and employment,” was considered. Mr. Kelsey has 
proposed to reside with his fiancé, in her home, in Augusta, Georgia. She is well-established, 
having lived in the area for 33 years, and is employed as the Assistant Executive Director and 
Dean of Students at a local military college. Her family resides within several miles, which 
would provide more structure and support.  
 
[Note: Given that their relationship primarily developed during Mr. Kelsey’s incarceration, it 

was initially approached with skepticism. Information from collateral sources was sought to 

better understand the dynamic. Her mother was contacted, who had also been initially skeptical. 

She has since visited Mr. Kelsey many times over the years, and has observed their relationship 

develop. She believes from her close observations that it is a real, and genuine commitment. 

Their marriage counselor was also contacted, as they have engaged in premarital counseling 

sessions. He vouched for the genuine nature of the relationship, and for Ms. Montgomery’s 

sincerity and stability, whom he has known for years. He further noted that Mr. Kelsey and Ms. 

Montgomery knew each other prior to the offense, which provided additional evidence of a 

genuine relationship. Additionally, their high school guidance counselor, who knew both as 

teenagers, and has known Ms. Montgomery for many subsequent years, vouched for the 

sincerity, stability and authentic nature of Ms. Montgomery and their commitment. Finally, Mr. 

Kelsey’s entire family has met Ms. Montgomery at least once, and in some cases, multiple times. 

They too vouched for the sincerity and stability of their relationship, citing enthusiastic approval 

for their proposed marriage plans.] 

 

For work, Mr. Kelsey has been offered full-time employment at Lambert Logistics, Inc., which is 
akin to a courier/delivery company, and which he can start immediately. He and his fiancé plan 
to marry shortly upon his release, and find a church community in the local area, which would 
provide additional support.  
 
Family Circle: Finally, in consideration of the Board’s criteria: “The willingness of the 

offender's family to allow the offender, if he is paroled, to return to the family circle,” the 
examiner spoke with Mr. Kelsey’s mother, father, stepmother, two older brothers, older sister, 
twin sister, fiancé and fiancé’s mother. They would all welcome Mr. Kelsey back into the ‘family 
circle,’ providing him psychosocial, financial, emotional and spiritual support. His fiancé and her 
mother are also excited to welcome him into their extended family. It should be noted that he has 
been offered multiple residences in several states, given his family’s commitment to his release. 
 
In sum, Mr. Kelsey exhibits the requisite clinical stability for successful community 
reintegration, with a low risk of future violence, and a secure transition plan.  
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V. 

SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF 
PROBATION, PAROLE AND PARDON SERVICES .........................................RESPONDENT. 

_________________________ 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
_________________________ 

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of Appellant’s Motion to Supplement the 
Record was served on opposing counsel by email at the address provided in the Attorney 
Information System: 

Matthew C. Buchanan 
General Counsel, S.C. Department of Probation, Parole, & Pardon Services 

matthew.buchanan@ppp.sc.gov 

Service was made on May 2, 2024. 

/s/ Allison Franz 
Allison Franz 

Justice 360 
900 Elmwood Ave., Suite 200 
Columbia, SC 29201 
(803) 765-1044
allison@justice360sc.org

May 02 2024
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