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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF BARNWELL 

THE STATE, 
PLAINTIFF, 

vs. 

DEVAJAY R. STEVENS, 
DEFENDANT. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

GENERAL SESSIONS COURT 
2022-GS-06-00085 
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________________ ) 

May 31, 2022 
Barnwell, South Carolina 
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THE HONORABLE COURTNEY CLYBURN-POPE, JUDGE. 

A P P E A R A N C E S: 

LEIGH STAGGS, ESQ. 
Attorney for the Plaintiff 

DAVID HAYES, ESQ. 
Attorney for the Defendant 

Penny M. Johnson 
Court Reporter III 
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Law enforcement came. They collected the shee�s that 

were on her bed and the shorts that she had been wearing. 

The victim said she had been assaulted sometime between nine 

and ten times, in that window, but, again, that the most 

recent one and the subject of this indictment had.happened 

the night before. 

The DNA on the bed sheets and the shorts, it was semen, 

Your Honor, and it came back to match the Defendant in this 

case. He was interviewed and he did later admit, after 

initially denying any sexual contact with the victim and 

denying -- he admitted he had slept in her bed, but denied 

that he had ever masturbated in her bed. There would be no 

reason for his semen to be on her sheets. But then later, 

admitted that during the night, she had masturbated him and 

he had ejaculated. So there is a confession, Your Honor. 

He does not have a prior record. And the victim and 

her mother, who is also the Defendant's mother, are here and 

I believe would like to address the Court. 

THE COURT: They certainly are welcome, but are not 

required if they are not comfortable. 

Do you wish to address the Court? 

MS. STAGGS: She does. You can come on up right here. 

MS.-: My name is L.S.

THE COURT: Speak just a little bit louder for me, Miss 

_, okay, so that my court reporter can hear everything 

L. S.

L. S. 
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L. S. 

L. S. 

L. S. 

L. S. 

L. S.

L. S.

L. S. 

7



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

          

           

             

           

         

            

        

         

          

          

           

           

           

          

          

    

          

          

           

          

            

           

        

      

8



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

          

    

          

 

    

         

         

     

    

 

          

             

        

          

    

         

          

            

            

    

     

          

              

           

           

9



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

            

          

         

           

             

           

           

           

          

            

             

            

      

           

             

           

          

           

          

          

             

             

           

           

10



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

           

           

            

         

           

          

         

          

           

        

         

 

           

          

          

            

           

            

       

         

           

          

         

           

11



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

           

            

          

           

          

      

            

 

          

             

            

           

            

     

            

             

       

             

           

             

             

            

           

           

           

12



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

          

        

           

            

          

            

           

         

            

        

           

          

           

         

          

              

           

            

            

           

 

            

            

13



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

           

          

            

         

  

       

    

           

             

           

           

            

            

           

     

    

   

    

           

         

           

           

             

            

14



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

  

    

           

   

         

     

           

           

          

            

            

           

            

     

         

             

              

          

        

           

      

    

           

 

15



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

         

          

    

           

          

    

           

             

  

    

           

            

           

          

 

   

      

      

       

  

           

        

       

       

16



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

   

    

    

      

 

           

           

   

           

      

            

       

     

     

           

            

           

            

               

           

       

           

 

       

       

         

17



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

    

   

   

   

   

      

           

           

            

            

          

           

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

   

     

     

          

      

          

           

          

           

18



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

  

     

 

          

           

             

              

   

   

     

           

   

          

            

           

          

          

           

        

            

           

         

         

 

      

19



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

     

 

20



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

    

   

 

         

          

          

          

         

          

          

 

           

      

   

 
   

21



22



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF BARNWELL 

) 
) 
) 
) 

INDICTMENT FOR 
CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT WITH A 

MINOR IN THE SECOND DEGREE 

§ 16-03-0655(8)(2)

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on May 31, 2022. the Grand Jurors of 

Barnwell County present upon their oath: 

That DEVAJAY RAHIEM STEVENS did in Barnwell County on or about December 

5, 2019, commit the crime of Criminal Sexual Conduct With A Minor In The Second 

Degree, in that the Defendant did commit a sexual battery upon a minor 

who was at least fourteen (14) years of age, but less than sixteen (16) years of age at the 

time of the incident. and the defendant was in a position of familial, custodial, or official 

authority to coerce the victim to submit, and/or the defendant was older than the victim. 

All in violation of §16-3-655 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina (1976), as amended. 

::�::dthe peace and dignity of �• State, and contra� ��u;�-.• made and 

BllWE�s.sohlroR 

L. S. 
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• • 

STATE OF SOUTI-l CAROLINA 
COUNTY Of BARNWEU. 

Su11cofSou1h Carolina. 

Oevajay Stevens. 

OcfendllnL 

) 

l 

) 

1N THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 
FOR THE SECOND JUDTCLAL CIRCUIT

) lndicuncnts 2022-GS-06-00085 
) 
) 
) 
) 

) 

) 

MO'flON TO RECONSIDER 
SENTENCE 

__________) 

The Defendant in the above-captioned matter respectfully moves the Court 10 
reconsider and reduce the sentence it imposed on the Defendant on Tuesday, May 31, 
2022. 

As grounds for tbe reconsideration and reduction, the Defendant submits the 
attached Memorandum in Support of his Motion and urges that the interests of justice 
will be served by the granting of this request. If the Court deems this necessary, the 
Defendant is prepared to present further groands as necessary, in open coun and/or i11 
camera at such date and time as the Court deems appropriate. 

Darnwell, South Carolina 
June 2, 2022 

Respectfully submitted, 
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STA TE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 

COUNTY Ol' BARNWELL ) FOR THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

) 
Slate of South Carolina, ) Indictments 2022-GS-06-00085

) 

) 
) 

DcvajPy Stevens, ) Cl';RTLFICATE OF SERVICE 

) 
Deferu!anL ) 

I. Dave Hayes did serve: a copy of thi�Motion on Asst Solicitor Leigh Staggs and Judge Counncy
Clyburn Pope by hand delivery in 8;1mwcll. South Carolina oo June 2. 2012.

Daveliayes /
Attorney for J)efenda.
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ST ATE OF SOUTH CAROLIJ\A 

COUNTY OF BARNWELL

STA TE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 

vs. 

DEV AJAY STEVENS. 

Defendant 

IN THE COURT OF GE;'JERAL SESSIONS 
SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCu11 
lndic1J11cnts 1022-GS-06-000J;5 

MEl\'lORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF 
MOTION TO RECONSIDER SENTENCE 

�· ...,, 

� ;- � ;::: ,,_� e.- rn 
;-- C ,--, 

r"\,.,, :;.. .,, 
n • 1 ,.- ;>. � 

..- ,.,P N J ........ 

;;,_,. .,. (., 

The Defendant pled guilty to one count of Criminal Sexual Conduct m the� de� onG 

May 31, 2022. He received a sentence of IO years suspended to 8 years and 2 years of Probation 

with �-redil for the time be served in Ibo Bamwcll County Detention Center. TI1c sentence 

contains the condition that the Defendant attend the Addictions Treatmt"nt Unit while 

incarcerated at the South Carolina Department of Corrections. 

The a11lhority to change a scnlcncc rests exclusively with the sentencing jttdgc and is 

within his or her discretion. State v. Smith, 276 S.C. 494, 498. 280 S.E.2d 200, 202 (1981). A

judge or other sentencing authority is tu be accorded very wide discretion in determining an 

appropriate sentence, and must be penmtted to oonsider any and all infonnatioo that reasonably 

might henr on the proper sentence for tbc particular defendanL given the crime commiued 

Wasm:m v. United States. 468 U.S. 559. 563. 104 S.Ct. 3217. 82 L.Ed.2d424 (1984)

ln this situation, the Defendant was arrested for the commission of Criminal Sexual 

Conduct He wa� arrested and questi(lned by the police. During t11c interview he told the officers 

he was in bed sleeping when his sister grabbed his penis and began lo masturbah: ban. Ho told 

o/'ncers thal he tried to get her to slop bul she pcr�isted, ond he ejaculated on tbe bed. 

Later in che week, she was found I<• be dwnk. and with a bottle of liquor in school. She was 

informed thaL $he would not be able to com1.1 back to school. This is when she told school 

authorities she was raped by her brother anc.l I hut is why she was drinking. 

She luter came forward and gave n "rittt'n slawment (attached) and informed defense 

counsel that she lied about the extent of what happened because she" as in trouble at school, and 

she wnntcd to gcr ont of it. She also mformoo defense counsd they have forgiven each ocher. and 

sht: w.tnts to move on with life. She informed the Court she did not want her brother 10 go to 

28



prison thar she thought the time he ba<l alri!a<l) <lone was enough. She fonhcr mfonncd the coun 

thJt the Ikknd.int 1s J nc\\ parent. She herself i!, noY. 18 �t:ar. ,.,f age .. n<l thJt she "as 

C)tpcciing a chtld of her own. 

At llte tune of the: plea. the Defendant dJd ask the Cowt to consider a prohauonaJ) 

�enh:ncc wllh out-pati�-iu counseling. The Defendant ha<l rn, other n.:c.,rd Jnd no other Jrrcsts. lie 

ha:, ab.o Ileen M.'Cn sC\1.'Tal times by a Licensed Pmtessional C'oun,clor. RJ.chad Latham. nnd Y.as 

hoping to prt:!,cnt a lt:ttcr trom her. hllwe, er the letter had not been Sl-"fll to Octcn�c c(,um,d at the 

time of the pica. The lcncr has now been received and is attacht."<i to tlu:-. mcmor.mdum. 

In ai;king the Ct)un to rt,considcr this sentence. the Defendant woulc.l also ask the Cuun to 

consider the consc,1Lu:ncl,-s of his conviction and the length of time he will have to serve hcforc 

reaching the �; pcn.:en1 minimum of his sentence. Because he pied umk·r sccuon 16-03-

655( 13)(2) of the Code of Laws of South Carolina. his charges arc mo,;t serious. violent. anti no 

parole. l'hc charactcn:-1at1on of the charges as most s�now, will hopefullv be: d deterrent to him 

hccausc contmul.-d s1mtl;tr con\-ictiun., coul<l po�sibly result in a �cotcnl.'c of htc without the 

pt,,:-.1h1ht) of pamle. Also. Jue: to the characterization of the charges .1s , 1olcnt. the Defendant 

,, ill he: hou,w 111 a more ,c�urc faciht) of the South Camlina Oq,anmcnl of C'om.-ctiom,. face 

reduced opr,ortumtics to ohtrun y,,orl. crooib and he" 111 ha, e to !-Cl'Ve 85 percent of the sentence. 

He is nt,t ch1uhle for pJmle and \\JI! he on supervised release \\hen he is rde�cd from 

mcan:eratwn. AJso. he "'tit haw to register as a sex l)ff\.--n<ll.'T an<l h\."Cau,e th,, offc:n.,c: l!, 

c.ategonz.ed as a tier l offense. he will have to register quanerly for lik 

,\I the time of the! pica Mr. St�ven., was 2Q year� ol<l. And employt.'(I at Vcnamr and had 

hccn employed for the lu!.t 3 month,. Prior to that be WRS a mad1inc tcch111t:11\n and did industrial 

mumtcnancc: for 7 y(.-ars nt D & W. Mr. Stevens according to his fathl.'r, ha" nlwuys \,urk.ed even 

wh�n he wu� in lligh School and when he went to South Carolina State. Whill.l at South l'nrolma 

State he ran into tin.mcial issues and ended up having to st<'p his college educ.limn and help the 

family While: on hond he: was living in a house that his father rented tor him m McComm:k. Mr. 

Stc\cn� was able tn \\Ork anc.J maintain the rent and the bills. Ile also. in the lu,t month h��wne a 

tirst-timc father with the b1nh of his little girt His father. \faunce l'utt. and h1,; mother. Kcnzy 

Wilham,. Y.(.•n: hoth present and spoke up on his behalf Al- \\Cll a.,. the \ 1c111n 

his half•sist�-r It Y.as her Y.tsh that Mr. Stevens not to have to do an)morc joil or prison umc 

L. S. 
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CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT 
 

 Counsel for appellant certifies that this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed 
to be included by any of the parties and not any other material and that this Record on Appeal 
complies to the best of my ability with the April 15, 2014 order from the South Carolina 
Supreme Court entitled “Revised Order Concerning Personal Identifying Information and Other 
Sensitive Information in Appellate Court Filings.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This 19th day of May, 2023. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Jessica M. Saxon 
Appellate Defender 
 
South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense 
Division of Appellate Defense 
PO Box 11589 
Columbia, SC 29211-1589 
 
ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT 
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____________ 

 
Appeal from Barnwell County 

 
Honorable Courtney Clyburn-Pope, Circuit Court Judge 

____________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPELLATE CASE NO. 2022-000902 
 

____________ 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
____________ 

 
 I certify that a copy of the Record on Appeal in the above-referenced case has been 
served upon William M. Blitch, Jr., Esquire, at the Rembert Dennis Building, 1000 Assembly 
Street, Room 519, Columbia, SC 29201, this 19th day of May, 2023. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________________________ 
Jessica M. Saxon 
Appellate Defender 
 
South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense 
Division of Appellate Defense 
PO Box 11589 
Columbia, S.C. 29211-1589 
 
ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT 

 

THE STATE, 
                                                                                  RESPONDENT, 
                                             
                                                V. 
DEVAJAY R. STEVENS,                                                                                   
                                                                                  APPELLANT 
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