From: Amy Raffaldt

To: Court Of Appeals Filings

Cc: Kim Nobles; Mike Smith; amber kopanski; Tamara Arndt

Subject: Amber Kopanski v. Lashauna Baker, et al. - Notice of Appeal and Motion to Withdraw
Date: Friday, June 14, 2024 8:24:59 PM

Attachments: 6-14-24 Kopanski Notice Intent Appeal w Exhibits.pdf

6-14-24 Kopanski Mtn Withdraw.pdf
CERT OF SVC-Notice of Intent to Appeals.pdf
Importance: High

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***
Please see attached Notice of Intent to Appeal and Motion to be Relieved/Withdraw as

Counsel. A check in the amount of $300.00 has been sent in the mail for the applicable filing
fees. The filings will be filed via OneDrive in an abundance of caution. Thank you.

Amy K. Raffaldt, Esq.

The Law Office of Amy K. Raffaldt, Esq.
1341 44th Avenue North, Suite 205
Myrtle Beach, SC 29577

(843) 839-2900 Telephone

(803) 727-3527 Cell

(843) 839-2913 Fax


mailto:Amy@raffaldtlawfirm.com
mailto:ctappfilings@sccourts.org
mailto:KNobles@thompsonlaw.com
mailto:MSmith@thompsonlaw.com
mailto:aekopanski@yahoo.com
mailto:paralegal@raffaldtlawfirm.com

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM HORRY COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas
The Honorable B. Alex Hyman, Circuit Court Judge

Case No. 2020-CP-26-1169

Amber Kopanski and V.K., a minor, by and through
his Guardian Amber Kopanski, Appellants,

Lashauna Baker, Respondent.

NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPEAL

Appellants, Amber Kopanski and V.K., a minor, by and through his Guardian Amber
Kopanski, appeal from the trial held on April 23, 2024 including the ruling in which the Honorable
B. Alex Hyman granted in part and denied in part the Defendant’s Motion in Limine, the Form 4
Judgment in a Civil Case with attached Jury Verdict filed April 24, 2024 (see Exhibit A), and the
Order Denying Plaintiffs’ Motion to Reconsider and/or for New Trial Pursuant to Rule 59, SCRCP
filed June 4, 2024 (see Exhibit B). Appellants received written notice of entry of the Form 4
Judgment in a Civil Case on April 24, 2024. Appellants timely filed a Motion to Reconsider and/or
New Trial Pursuant to Rule 59, SCRCP on May 3, 2024. Appellants received written notice of

entry of the Order Denying Plaintiffs’ Motion to Reconsider and/or for New Trail on June 4, 2024.

(signature page to follow)
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Amy KJ Raffaldt/Esq. (#101337)
1341 44™ Avenue North, Suite 205
Myrtle Beach, SC 29577

(843) 839-2900 Telephone

(843) 839-2913 Facsimile
Amy@raffaldtlawfirm.com
Counsel of Record for Appellants

June 14, 2024

Other Attorney(s) of Record:

G. Michael Smith, Esq.
Thompson & Henry, PA
P.O. Box 1740

Conway, SC 29528
Attorney for Respondent
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EXHIBIT A





FORM 4

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA JUDGMENT IN A CIVIL CASE
COUNTY OF HORRY CASE NUMBER
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
Amber Kopanski Lashauna Baker
VK '
PLAINTIFFE(S) DEFENDANT(S)
Attorney for: 0O Plaintiff 0O Defendant
Submitted by: Clerk of Court - O Self-Represented Litigant

DISPOSITION TYPE (CHECK ONE)
X JURY VERDICT. This action came before the court for a trial by jury. The issues have been tried and a verdict rendered.

DECISION BY THE COURT. This action came to trial or hearing before the court. The issues have been tried or heard and a
decision rendered. O See Page 2 for additional information.

ACTION DISMISSED (CHECK REASON): O Rule 12(b), SCRCP; O Rule 41(a), SCRCP (Vol. Nonsuit);
O Rule 43(k), SCRCP (Settled); O Other:

g  ACTION STRICKEN (CHECK REASON): [ Rule 40(j) SCRCP; O Bankruptcy;
O Binding arbitration, subject to rlght to restore to confirm, vacate or O Other:

modify arbitration award;
a STAYED DUE TO BANKRUPTCY

0 DISPOSITION OF APPEAL TO THE CIRCUIT COURT (CHECK APPLICABLE BOX):
O Affirmed; O Reversed; O Remanded; O Other:

NOTE: ATTORNEYS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR NOTIFYING LOWER COURT, TRIBUNAL, OR ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCY OF THE
CIRCUIT COURT RULING IN THIS APPEAL. -

IT IS ORDERED AND ADJUDGED: O See attached order; (formal order to follow) O Statement of Judgment by the Court:
ORDER INFORMATION

We, the jury, unanimously find in favor of the Defendant.

This order X ends O does not end the case.
Additional Information for the Clerk:

INFORMATION FOR THE JUDGMENT INDEX
Complete this section below when the judgment affects title to real or personal property or if any amount should be enrolled
there is no judgment information, indicate “N/A” in one of the boxes below.

Judgment in Favor of , Judgment Against Judgment Amount To be Enrolled
(List name(s) below) (List name(s) below) (List amount(s) below)

69["09@3 J2de#3SYO - SYI1d NOWINOD - AHHOH - INd S0°¢ ¥2 1dv ¥202 =a3Tid A 1TTvOINOY.LO3 13

If applicable, describe the property, including tax map information and address, referenced in the order:

The judgment information above has been provided by the submitting party. Disputes concerning the amounts contained in this
form may be addressed by way of motion pursuant to the SC Rules of Civil Procedure. Amounts to be computed such as interest or
additional taxable costs not available at the time the form and final order are submitted to the judge may be provided to the clerk.
Note: Title abstragctors and researchers should refer to the official court order for judgment details.

E-Filing Note: In E-Filing counties, the Court will electronically sign this form using a separate electronic signature page.

: 2776 4/23/2024
Clircuit Court udge Judge Code Date

For Clerk of Court Office Use Only
CPFORM4Cm
SCCA SCRCP Form 4C (Revised 2/17)





This judgment was entered on , and a copy maﬂed first class or placed in the appropriate attorney’s box on, to attorneys of record or
to parties (when appearing pro se) as follows:

Amy Kristan Raffaldt 1341 44Th Avenue North Suite 205 G. Michael Smith Sr. Thompson & Henry, PA PO Box 1740
Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 Conway, SC 29528
S. Ashley Gwin PO Box 1740 Conway, SC 29528

ATTORNEY(S) FOR THE PLAINTIFF(S) ATTORNEY(S) FOR THE DEFENDANT(S)

Court Reporter: Sallie Beth Todd Renee N. Elvis - Clerk of Court

E-Filing Note: In E-Filing counties, the date of Entry of Judgment is the same date as reflected on the Electronic File
Stamp and the clerk's entering of the date of judgment above is not required in those counties. The clerk will mail a
copy of the judgement to parties who are not E-Filers or who are appearing pro se. See Rule 77(d), SCRCP.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING DECISION BY THE COURT AS REFERENCED ON PAGE 1.

This action came to trial or hearing before the court. The issues have been tried or heard and a decision rendered.

CPFORM4Cm
SCCA SCRCP Form 4C (Revised 2/17)
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) INTHE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

) FOR THE FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF HORRY ) ,
) CIVIL ACTION NO.: 2020-CP-26-01169
)
V.K., a minor, by and through his Guardian )
Amber Kopanski, )
: )
Plaintiff, ) VERDICT FORM
) _
Vs. )
)
Lashauna Baker, )
)
Defendant. )

We, the jury, unanimously find:

that the Defendant’s negligence proximately caused the Plaintiff’s damages in the amount
of:

(6 ' . ) Dollars.

OR

that the Defendant’s negligence did not proximately cause the Plaintiff’s damages.

The foreperson, acting on behalf of the unanimous jury, must sign and date this verdict form:

ﬁ/ﬂﬂ ézf/;%&‘f - |

PERSON
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EXHIBIT B





FORM 4

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA JUDGMENT IN A CIVIL CASE

COUNTY OF Horry

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS CASE NO. 2020CP2601169
Amber Kopanski et al Lashauna Baker
PLAINTIFF(S) DEFENDANT(S)

DISPOSITION TYPE (CHECK ONE)
|:| JURY VERDICT. This action came before the court for a trial by jury. The issues
have been tried and a verdict rendered.

DECISION BY THE COURT. This action came to trial or hearing before the court.
The issues have been tried or heard and a decision rendered.

[]  ACTION DISMISSED (CHECK REASON): [ ] Rule 12(b), SCRCP;[_] Rule 41(a),

SCRCP (Vol. Nonsuit); |:| Rule 43(k), SCRCP (Settled);

[ ] other
ACTION STRICKEN (CHECK REASON):[_| Rule 40(j), SCRCP;[_] Bankruptcy;

|:| Binding arbitration, subject to right to restore to confirm, vacate or modify
arbitration award;

[ ] other

STAYED DUE TO BANKRUPTCY
DISPOSITION OF APPEAL TO THE CIRCUIT COURT (CHECK APPLICABLE BOX):

HAffirmed; [_] Reversed; [ ] Remanded;

10

Other
NOTE: ATTORNEYS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR NOTIFYING LOWER COURT, TRIBUNAL, OR
ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCY OF THE CIRCUIT COURT RULING IN THIS APPEAL.
IT IS ORDERED AND ADJUDGED: |:| See attached order (formal order to follow) @ Statement of Judgment
by the Court:

After the trial of this case, Plaintiffs filed a motion to reconsider and/or for a new trial on
May 3, 2024. After carefully considering Plaintiffs' motion, the exhibits included
therewith, as well Defendant's memorandum in response to Plaintiffs' motion, the court
respectfully DENIES Plaintiffs' motion.

ORDER INFORMATION
This order [G] ends [_] does not end the case. [ ] See Page 2 for additional information.

For Clerk of Court Office Use Only

This judgment was electronically entered by the Clerk of Court as reflected on the Electronic Time Stamp, and a
copy mailed first class to any party not proceeding in the Electronic Filing System on 06/04/2024 .

NAMES OF TRADITIONAL FILERS SERVED BY MAIL

SCRCP Form 4CE (08/31/2017) Page 1 of 2
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Court Reporter:

E-Filing Note: The date of Entry of Judgment is the same date as reflected on the Electronic File Stamp and the clerk’s
entering of the date of judgment above is not required in those counties. The clerk will mail a copy of the judgment to
parties who are not E-Filers or who are appearing pro se. See Rule 77(d), SCRCP.

SCRCP Form 4CE (08/31/2017) Page 2 of 2
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Case Caption:

Case Number:

Type:

Horry Common Pleas

Amber Kopanski , plaintiff, et al VS Lashauna Baker
2020CP2601169

Order/Electronic Form 4

15th Circuit Resident Judge

s/ B. Alex Hyman

Electronically signed on 2024-06-04 08:58:49 page 3 of 3
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM HORRY COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas
The Honorable B. Alex Hyman, Circuit Court Judge

Case No. 2020-CP-26-1169

Amber Kopanski and V.K., a minor, by and through
his Guardian Amber Kopanski, Appellants,

Lashauna Baker, Respondent.

MOTION TO BE RELIEVED/WITHDRAW AS COUNSEL

Pursuant to Rules 240 and 264 of the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules
and Rule 1.16(b) of the Rules of Professional Conduct, the undersigned, Amy K.
Raffaldt, respectfully requests the Court allow her to be relieved and/or withdraw as
counsel for the Appellants, Amber Kopanski and V.K., a minor, by and through his
Guardian Amber Kopanski, and in support of this motion, states as follows:

1. Counsel was the lower court counsel for the Appellants in the Court of

Common Pleas for Horry County, South Carolina.
2. Appellants desire to appeal from the trial in this matter which was held

on April 23, 2024.





3. Counsel has spent considerable time and resources since undertaking this
matter in February of 2017. Specifically, with the assistance of the
undersigned, Appellants settled the claims with the liability carrier in
April of 2018. After settling with the liability carrier, the Appellants were
thereafter seeking UIM coverage. The minor child continued treatment
following the date of settlement; however, as reflected in the records, all
the minor child’s treating physicians opined that the minor child’s
gastrointestinal issues which were the primary subject of the trial were
not caused by the automobile accident that occurred with the Respondent
in March of 2014. Following the trial held on April 23, 2024, the jury
returned a verdict that the Respondent was not liable for the Appellant
minor child’s injuries.

4. Counsel has spent a significant amount of time, resources, and expense in
achieving a favorable settlement in this matter and in litigating this
matter following settlement with the liability carrier. As such, the
compensation counsel has received in this matter has been exhausted.
Continued representation in this matter will undoubtedly result in an
unreasonable financial burden to the undersigned as compensation for the
undersigned is dependent on obtaining additional recovery in the matter.

5. Additionally, counsel was not retained to represent the Appellants on





appeal. In fact, the retainer, signed by the Appellants on February 27,
2017, permits counsel to withdraw from representation at counsel’s
discretion.

6. Undersigned counsel informed the Appellants immediately following the
jury verdict on April 23, 2024, and thereafter that undersigned counsel
would be seeking to withdraw as counsel if they wished to pursue an
appeal. The Appellants were further advised by undersigned counsel to
retain alternative counsel for the purposes of appeal.

WHEREFORE, based on the foregoing, the undersigned attorney, Amy K.

Raffaldt, respectfully requests this Court allow her to be relieved and/or withdraw

as counsel in this matter.

Respectfully Submitted,

(m Ga bt~

Amy K [Raffaldt/Esq.

The Law Office of Amy K. Raffaldt, Esq.
1341 44™ Avenue North, Suite 205
Myrtle Beach, SC 29577

(843) 839-2900 Telephone

(843) 839-2913 Facsimile

Email: Amy@raffaldtlawfirm.com
Counsel of Records for the Appellants

Dated: June 14, 2024
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM HORRY COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas
The Honorable B. Alex Hyman, Circuit Court Judge

Case No. 2020-CP-26-1169

Amber Kopanski and V.K., a minor, by and through
his Guardian Amber Kopanski, Appellants,

Lashauna Baker, Respondent.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned attorney hereby certifies that on June 14, 2024, a true copy of the Notice
of Intent to Appeal and Motion to be Relieved/Withdraw as Counsel in the above-referenced case
have been served upon the following via email and/or electronic notification:

G. Michael Smith, Esq. Renee Elvis, Clerk of Court
Thompson & Henry, PA Horry County Clerk’s Office
P.O. Box 1740 P.O. Box 677

Conway, SC 29528 Conway, SC 29528

MSmith@thompsonlaw.com
Attorney for Respondent

Amber Kopanski

119 Bell St.

Chagrin Falls, OH 44022
aekopanski@yahoo.com

(VIA EMAIL AND U.S. MAIL)

(signature page to follow)
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Amy K. Raffaldt/Beq. (#101337)

The Law Office of Amy K. Raffaldt, Esq.
1341 44™ Avenue North, Suite 205
Myrtle Beach, SC 29577

(843) 839-2900 Telephone

(843) 839-2913 Facsimile
Amy@raffaldtlawfirm.com

Counsel of Record for Appellants
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