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June 12, 2024 RE@EJ V

Chief Judge H. Bruce Williams

South Carolina Court of Appeals S ‘/UN 1y
1220 Senate Street Ce, 22
Columbia, SC 29201 4

Chief Magistrate W. Mattison Gamble
Sumter County Summary Court

190 E. Canal St .

Sumter, S.C. 29150

Clerk of Court of Appeals

South Carolina Court of Appeals o
1220 Senate Street

Columbia, SC 29201

Dear Chief Judge Williams, Chief Magistrate Gamble, and Clerk of Court of Appeals,

[ am writing to you directly, pro se, regarding the ongoing matter of Freeman v. Trapp 2024-
000283, and the related proceedings at the Sumter County Summary Court, Case No.: 2023-CV-
4310101594, within the jurisdiction of the State of South Carolina. This letter aims to address the
significant challenges I have faced in attempting to comply with a court-ordered bond payment,
which have broader implications for the 1nte§,r1ty of our judicial system.

On June 12, 7024 10:46hrs, I attempted to make a bond payment as per the court's order at the
Sumter County Summary Court. However, the clerk refused to accept the payment, citing alleged
ex parte communications with the respondent's attorney, Mr. J. Benjamin Cahill. This refusal and
the reasons provided are deeply troubling, as they not only obstruct my ability to comply with
judicial orders but also raise questions about the impartiality and fairness of the judicial process.

It was only after I presented the signed and filed order copy I had on person, which was reviewed
and verified by Chief Magistrate Gamble, that my bond payment was finally accepted at -
11:06hrs. However, the_clerk also stated that the Magistrate had been in contact with the
respondent's attorney, indicating another instance of ex parte communication.

In light of these events, I wish to cite the case law “Inre Love. 390 S.C. 310. 701 S.E.2d 837
(2010)”, which addresses the issue of ex parte communications by a magistrate judge. This case
underscores the seriousness with which the South Carolina judiciary views ex parte
communications and their potential to compromise the fairness and integrity of the judicial
process.

Furthermore, I must bring to your attention that the letter mailed by the respondent, David Bryan
Trapp, on June 10th, 2024, was not properly served in accordance with Rule 54 - Service, as
amended through February 14, 2024, of the South Carolina Rules of Appellate Procedure. This
rule mandates that any document, pleading, motion, brief, memorandum, or other paper filed
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with the Court must be served upon all parties to the proceeding. The failure to comply with this
rule not only compromises the fairness and transparency of the appellate proceedings but also
directly contravenes the mandates of the South Carolina Rules of Appellate Procedure.

Given these circumstances, I respectfully request the court to:

1. Ensure the acceptance of all future bond payment without further undue delay or obstruction.
2. Order the preservation and review of camera footage from the Sumter County Summary Court
on June 12, 2024, as evidence of the alleged ex-partec communications and procedural

“irregularities.

3. Consider the implications of these actions on the fairness and integrity of the judicial process,
taking appropriate measures to address any ethical violations.

4. Hold the respondent, David Bryan Trapp, and his counsel accountable for violating Rule 54 -
Service.’ : ' :

The relevant case details are as fol_iows:
- Summary Court Case No.: 2023-CV-4310101594
- Appellate Case #: Freeman v. Trapp 2024-000283

Your prompt attention to this matter is not only crucial for the resolution of my case but also for
the preservation of trust and integrity within the South Carolina judicial system.

,
Sincerely,

Randal K. Freeman
Appellant
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250 Broad St., Sumter, SC 29150

mfo@trappcon com | 803.305. 1654 | www.TrappCon.com

e e o e oo, TSR ———

~TO:
Speaker of the House, Representatlve Murrell Smith murrell@smithrobinsonlaw.com
Senator Thomas McElveen_ o ' R -t'niéel\/e'éﬁ@'hry-éntaw.com -
Mayor David Merchant™ ‘ david@merchantironworks.com
SC Supreme Court Judge George (Buck) James djflinchum@accourts.org
Court of Appeals, Clerk : ) . cta:ppﬁIings@sccourts.org
Judgé R. Ferrell Cothran Jr. . : rcothfansc@sccourts.ora'
Solici‘tor_Ernest A. Finney, Il efinney@sumtercountysc.org

. The ltem: Jack Osteen o jack@theitem.com
The Item: Bruce Mills bruce@theitem.com
WISTV 10 News Tip Line

Dear gentlemen

I'm reaching out as a last-ditch effort for someone to pay étteqtion to the complete injustice
that | have endured for the past year and a half

| am currently in an eviction battle with a tenant {Randal K. Freeman) that refuses to get out of
my house (8 Warren Ct.} and the court system has completely failed in this instance.

Backgrbund:

Randall moved to Sumter 5C in November of 2021 along with his wife and three kids as well as 3

whole other family That included 7 additional adults and two children.
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Randall agreed to rent my fixer upper until the end of the year and then purchase it for
$180,000. As that time approached, he made-up excuses as to why he would like to rent it for a
year and then buy it and 1 agreed. We set up a lease agreement that began February 1st of 2022
and was up on February 1st of 2023,

His criminal case:

' During that time Randall came to work with my company Trapp Construction and Remodeling

he was managing all the business operations and the financial operations.

Long story short he embezzled approximately $150,000, didn't pay vendors equaling $140,000.
And left the company in virtually financial ruin. Which | had to pull my life savings and kids
college funds into the company to keep it afloat as well as take on large unsecured debt that
I'm still trying to climb out of. He was arrested in March of 2023 by Investigator John Litaker of
the Sumter Police Dept. for breach of trust over $10,000 and is out on bond. That case is
currently at the solicitor's office since that time, and | haven't heard anything since.

He was also convicted in lllinois for a similar crime that included fraud, his judgment was
$215,000 which he only paid $46,000 then he moved to South Carolina.

The Hearing:

In the meantime, when his lease was up | gave him 30 days to the end of March to move out.
He refused to move out, and forged a new lease that didn't end until February 1st 2024. My
lawyer, Ben Cahill, began trying to get a hearing, which took five months, as Randall's lawyer,
Williém Brunson, kept delaying the schedule on three different occasions. On August 8th of
2023 we finally had a hearing with Magistrate Judge Griffin who did not give either side much
time to plead their case he agreed to read the evidence and make a ruling over the next couple
of days, we spent less than 15 minutes in that court room. Judge Griffin's order required
Randall to only pay $1700 for August and the additional $1600 a month from that point on so
the previous four months of $6,400 of rent just got overlooked. He also guaranteed that he
would have a meeting with both lawyers in early October to schedule a jury trial in late
October, as Brunson had requested. | waited patiently for two months to see when this court
date would happen, but when October came, and we questioned Griffin about the court date
he said his schedule was too busy to set a date and didn't guarantee any other dates at that
point going forward. If | had done that | would be arrested for perjury.

The Evection:

In November Randall failed to pay his rent of $1600 by the 10" as required. A week and a half
later judge Griffin finally signed the eviction notice and a week after that Randall was served
with eviction papers by the Sheriff's Department. He quickly went to the Magistrate Court and
filed an appeal, which then delayed this even further. Judge Griffin set bond for only the
November payment and the December payment of $1600 each still not making the four months

of not paying rent an issue.
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The Appeal in Circuit Court:

Circuit Court date for the appeal was set for January 20th of 2024 with judge Cothran, I'm not
really sure at this point exactly what happened and why judge Cothran didn't make a ruling,
Something having to do with not enough evidence that he didn't try to pay in November, so he
sent this issue back to Judge Griffin for Judge Griffin to rule on. (can anyone say circus at this
point?)

On February 14th, 2024, we met again with Judge Griffin, he commented on how he had met us
for the first time that day, he tried to settle this issue with both attorneys since the fraudulent.
lease was supposed to be up on February 1st, 2024, had passed and he didn't even pay
February’s rent. Judge Griffin wanted to civilly resolve this case, but Brunson refused to do that
because he has now come up with another lease that he fraudulently made that says his lease
ends in 2025. Now we're talking two fraudulent leases one of them not even put into evidence '
and this judge doesn't even think to throw this out.

At this point Judge Griffin stands by his ruling to evict and sends it back to Judge Cothran at the
Circuit Court which wasted another 30 days. Judge Cothran didn't even hear the case he
confirmed it, but neither Judge Griffin nor Judge Cothran has forced Randy to Pay February’s
rent which is against state law and should be grounds for final eviction. So now at this point
Randy has appéaled that ruling to the appeals court. ‘

The Appeals Court:

Now that this is in the appeals court my lawyer Ben Cahill had written a motion to dismiss
backing up all the evidence that happened up to this point and why this should be a moot point
and they should throw this out.

In late April the appeals court clerk promised my lawyer Ben Czhill that the judge would have a
ruling on this case on May 28th or before. So, another 30 days we wait patiently to get an
answer. When May 28th rolls around they did not have an answer and said they would have an
answer by the end of the week becausé it was on the judge's desk. Well by that Friday the end
of the week the clerk would not tell my lawyer anything and asked him not to call back that this
would get handled in its own time.

| guarantee you that when the appeals court finally gets around to making a ruling on this
Randall will appeal that ruling to the Supreme Court of South Carolina.

My Frustration:

At this paint | just want to see him move out so | can sell the house and recoup a fraction of the
money that he stole from me and pay off the original construction loan, not mortgage, that I've
had to extend five times during this process. This has cost me 16,000 per year for extension
fees and interest and this has been going on for a year and a half.
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TheJudicial Systeni:

As far as the judicial system goes, | think Randall has made a mockery and of all of you guys,
and you should be ashamed to think this is OK or the Norm.

1think Judge Griffin should be disbarred for his sheer incompetence and laziness to just simply
do his job.

1 think Judge Cotliran should look back at the February rent he allowed him to not pay and do
his job and evict him. ’

And I think the appeals court shouid get off their brains and dismiss this case as quickly as
poss:ble " '

1 think the Supreme Coun should laugh in the face of Randal trymg to appeal thns because 1
know he will.

Common Since: -

tknow for a fact that if th:s had happened to anyone of you, you would not have allowed this to
go on this long, 90 days max., and you wonder why hard-working people and law/- abldmg
people like me get frustrated with lawyers and politicians that act like they're above the faw.

_ If Itook a year and a half to remodel yoﬁr kitchen, ydu would sue me and probably win. | don’t
understand ‘why ya'll think this is ok to treat people this way. '

If é:ny' one of you can see that this is a cdmpléte ihjustice of this system and that a criminal is
getting away with breaking the law right in front of your face, please get on the phone and do
whatever it is you do, and get this matter resolved.

If you have any more questions or want more information on ahy of these cases, you can call
Ben Cahill with Cahill Law Firm at 803-316-8697 — beahill@cahill-lawfirm.com and he can give
much more information than this. -

Thank you for your time,

Sincerely,

David B Trapp
203-464-3992
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SARES U ) AHPBEL L AGISTRATE CIVIL CASE NUMBER
David Bryan Trapp _,CLERK OF COUR] .
PLAINTIFF/LANDLORD oV =i CQUNTY, S.C,
Vs ) BOND TO STAY EVICTION ON
' § APPEAL
Randal K Freeman ) S.C. Code § 27-40-800(f)
DEFENDANT/TENANT )

Now comes the Tenant(s) in the above entitled action and respectfully shows the Court that a order of
Execution was affirmed against the Tenant(s) and for the Landlord on 02/29/2024, by the Honorable R. Ferrell
Cothran, Jr.. Tenant has appealed the Judgment to the THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA In the Court of
Appeals.

Pursuant to S.C. Code § 27-40-800(f), the Tenant is obligated to pay rent in the amount of $.1600.00 per

month, due on the 10th day of cach month, beginning March, 2024. Payments are to be made by cash,

cashier’s check or money order to SUMTER COUNTY SUMMARY COURT, located at
190 E. Canal Street, Sumter SC 29150. :

Tenant(s) hereby undertakes to pay the periodic rent hereinafter due according to the aforesaid findings of the
Court and moves the Court to stay execution of Judgment and the Writ of Ejectrnent until this matter is heard on
appeal and decided by the Court of Appeals.

Dated on: 02/'2_9'7 /mw
7

__—Defendzny/Tenant

Upon execution of the above bond, execution on the order dated 02/29/2024 and the Writ of Ejectment is hereby
stayed until the action is heard on appeal and decided by the Court of Appeals. If Tenant(s) fails to make any
rental payment within five (5) days of the due date, upon application of the Landlord, the stay of execution shall
dissolve, the appeal by the Tenant(s) to the Circuit Court on issues dealing with possession must be dismissed and
the Sheriff may dispossess the Tenant(s). |

f

.Daled on:

@t

SCCAJ/657 (08/2020)
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PROOF OF SERVICE :
| . z
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA &
H _ In The Court of Appeals
! |
t{ A | ' » Al’l’vE/\L FROM SUMTER COUNTY

Court of Common Pleas

R. Ferrell Cothran. Jr., Circuit Court Judge

. : %
o ~ Appeliant Case No. 2024-000283 ;
' _— ?
.n ~ Randal K. Freeman Appellant, ;.
David Bryan Trapp, . ‘ Respondent.
: l - ;
- PROOF OF SERVICE

I certify that I have served Copy of the Correspondence dated 06-12-24, to David Bryan
Trapp by depositing a copy of it in the United States Mail, postage prepaid. on June 12, 2024,
addressed to his attorney of record, J. Benjamin Cahill, 693 N. Guinard Drive: Sumter, South
Carolina 29150. ' :
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June 12, 2024 s/ Randal
- - Freeman
Randal Freeman
8 Warren Ct
Sumter, South Carolina 29130
(224) 407-1660
Appellant
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