From: Beasley, Kailyn
To: Court Of Appeals Filings
Cc: Gilliam, James; KIG Advocacy; phubbard@law.sc.edu; Tommy Morgan; Sydney Douglas; Shanon Peake
Subject: Appellate Case No. 2023-001776 - Kendrick Bryant, et al. v Georgetown County, et al.
Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 2:29:25 PM
Attachments: Letter A re Final Brief of R ndent. .
Final Brief of Respondent Covinaton Homes. LLC (1).pdf
Proof of Service.pdf

*#% EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution before clicking any links
or opening attachments. ***

Good afternoon,
As counsel for Respondent Covington Homes, LLC, please find attached the following documents for filing with the Court:

e  Final Brief of Respondent Covington Homes, LLC
e Certificate of Counsel
e Proof of Service

Thank you,

Kailyn Beasley
Legal Practice Assistant

kbeasley@burr.com
864-552-9307 (direct)

(-]

104 South Main Street, Suite 700
Greenville, SC 29601

The information contained in this email is intended for the individual or entity above. If you are not the intended recipient, please do not
read, copy, use, forward or disclose this communication to others; also, please notify the sender by replying to this message, and then
delete this message from your system. Thank you.
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BURR-:-FORMAN .

results matter

James K. Gilliam
Jgham@burr.com

Direct Dial: (864) 552-9338
Direct Fax: (864) 250-2054

July 16, 2024

VIA U.S. MAIL

The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings
Clerk of Court

South Carolina Court of Appeals

Post Office Box 11629

Columbia, South Carolina 29211

Re:  Kendrick A. Bryant, et al. v. Georgetown County and Covington Homes, LL.C
Appellate Case No. 2023-001776

Dear Ms. Kitchings:

Poinsett Plaza

014 South Main Street
Suite 700

Creenville, SC 29601

Mailing Address
Post Office Box 447
Greenville, SC 29602

(ffeee (BG4) 271-4940
fax (8041 271-4015

BURR.CONM

On behalf of Covington Homes, LL.C, we are enclosing herewith one bound copy and one paper

copy of the following:

¢ Final Brief of Respondent Covington Homes, LLC
¢ Certificate of Counsel
e Proof of Service

All Counsel of Record have been served as indicated on the Proof of Service. Please let me know

if anything further is needed.

Sincerely,

fies Gilliam!

JKG/kb
Enclosures
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM GEORGETOWN COUNTY

Court of Common Pleas

Honorable Kristi F. Curtis
Circuit Court Judge

Civil Action No. 2023-CP-22-00210

Appellate Case No. 2023-001776

Kendrick A. Bryant and Keisha Bryant Sherman on behalf of the heirs of
Ernest Bryant; Benjamin Dennison and Willie Dereef, Jr. on behalf of the heirs
of Limerick Dennison; Lucille Grate; Parkersville Planning & Development
Alliance; Keep It Green; and Preserve Murrells Inlets,
DG, et s Appellants,

......................................................................................... Respondents.

FINAL BRIEF OF RESPONDENT COVINGTON HOMES, LLC

James K. Gilliam, SC Bar #76695
BURR & FORMAN LLP

104 South Main Street, Suite 700
Greenville, SC 29601

(864) 271-4940

Attorney for Respondent Covington
Homes, LLC





Covington Homes, LLC (“Covington Homes”) and Georgetown County
(“County”) are Respondents in the above-captioned appeal. Covington Homes and the
County filed motions to dismiss the Appellants’ Complaint on April 13, 2023.
Covington Homes and the County filed memoranda of law with the Court in advance
of the hearing. On July 13, 2023, the Honorable Kristi F. Curtis heard arguments on
the Respondents’ motions to dismiss. At the hearing, Covington Homes and the
County presented oral arguments to Judge Curtis in support of their motions. On
September 19, 2023, Judge Curtis entered an Order, granting Respondents’ motions
to dismiss.

Thereafter, on September 29, 2023, Appellants filed a Rule 59(e) motion. On
October 23, 2023, Judge Curtis denied Appellants’ Rule 59(e) motion by way of a Form
4 Order. This appeal followed.

Covington Homes and the County asserted the same legal grounds in support
of their motions to dismiss. On appeal, Covington Homes and the County would have
the same arguments as to why Judge Curtis’ Orders should be affirmed. Rather than
take up the Court’s time with repetitious arguments, Covington Homes has decided
not to file its own Brief, and instead, Covington Homes has decided to incorporate
those arguments made by the County as if repeated verbatim by Covington Homes.
Should this case be set for oral argument, Covington Homes does not anticipate
making oral argument.

This appeal i1s extremely important to Covington Homes. Yet, Covington

Homes recognizes the power of brevity and the wisdom of conserving scarce judicial





resources. In that spirit, Covington Homes submits its position to the Court and
would respectfully request that the Court affirm the dismissal of Appellants’
Complaint.

[signature page to follow]





Greenville, South Carolina

July 16, 2024

Respectfully submitted,

BURR & FORMAN, LLP

s/James K. Gilliam

James K. Gilliam

104 Main Street, Suite 700 (29601)
Post Office Box 447

Greenville, SC 29602

(864) 271-4940

Attorney for Respondent Covington
Homes, LLC





THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM GEORGETOWN COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas

Honorable Kristi F. Curtis
Circuit Court Judge

Civil Action No. 2023-CP-22-00210

Appellate Case No. 2023-001776

Kendrick A. Bryant and Keisha Bryant Sherman on behalf of the heirs of
Ernest Bryant; Benjamin Dennison and Willie Dereef, Jr. on behalf of the heirs
of Limerick Dennison; Lucille Grate; Parkersville Planning & Development
Alliance; Keep It Green; and Preserve Murrells Inlets,
DG, et s Appellants,

......................................................................................... Respondents.

CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL

This Final Brief on behalf of the Respondents complies with Rule 211(b),
SCACR.

s/James K. Gilliam

James K. Gilliam, S.C. Bar No.
76695

Burr & Forman LLP

104 South Main Street, Suite
700

Greenville, South Carolina 29601
(864) 271-4940

Greenville, South Carolina Attorney for Respondent Covington
July 16, 2024 Homes, LLC

52574939 v1






THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM GEORGETOWN COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas

Honorable Kristi F. Curtis
Circuit Court Judge

Civil Action No. 2023-CP-22-00210

Appellate Case No. 2023-001776

Kendrick A. Bryant and Keisha Bryant Sherman on behalf of the heirs of
Ernest Bryant; Benjamin Dennison and Willie Dereef, Jr. on behalf of the heirs
of Limerick Dennison; Lucille Grate; Parkersville Planning & Development
Alliance; Keep It Green,; and Preserve Murrells Inlets,
L A B A B0 LD O A DD S B BB e Appellants,

V.

PROOF OF SERVICE

I, the undersigned legal practice assistant of the law offices of Burr & Forman,
LLP, do hereby certify that on July 16, 2024, I have served all counsel in this action
with a copy of the pleading(s) herein below by emailing a copy to each attorney listed
below using their primary email address listed in the Attorney Information System
pursuant to Rule 262 of the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules and the May 6,

2022 Order of the South Carolina Supreme Court (Appellate Case No. 2023-001776).

Documents Served: (1) Final Brief of Respondent Covington Homes, LLC





Counsel Served: Via E-Mail Only

Cynthia Ranck Person, Esq.
Keep It Green Advocacy, Inc.
kig.advocacy@gmail.com

F. Patrick Hubbard, Esq.

phubbard@law.sc.edu
Attorneys for Appellant

H. Thomas Morgan, Jr., Esq.
Georgetown County
tommy@smithrobinsonlaw.com

Sydney J. Douglas, Esq.
sydney.douglas@smithrobinsonlaw.com
Shanon N. Peake, Esq.

shanonp@smithrobinsonlaw.com
Attorneys for Respondent Georgetown County

BURR & FORMAN, LLP

%ailyn fgeasley f

Greenville, South Carolina

July 16, 2024
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