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MADAM CLERK:  Your Honor, this is the case of the State1

versus Corina Veronica Castro, 2020-GS-23-3486, indicted for2

murder and possession of a weapon during the commission of a3

violent crime, pleading to murder.4

2020-GS-23-3482, indicted for attempted murder and5

possession of a weapon during the commission of a violent6

crime, pleading to attempted murder.7

And 2020-GS-23-3 ---8

(Technological interference)9

MADAM COURT REPORTER:  Judge, Sandy just went out.  I10

couldn't hear her.  The third -- the third indictment I did11

not hear.12

MADAM CLERK:  2020-GS-23-3483, indicted for attempted13

murder and possession of a weapon during the commission of a14

violent crime, pleading to attempted murder.15

Please raise your right hand.  Do you swear to tell the16

truth, the whole truth and nothing but the whole truth so help17

you God?18

MS. CASTRO:  Yes.19

THE COURT:  Ms. Castro, I'm going to have to ask you to20

speak up just as best as you can.  We're having folks21

attending virtually.  And for anybody, for the court reporter22

to be able to hear you, you're going to have to speak up as23

loud as you possibly can, okay?24

Ms. Castro, you are here today to plead to attempted25
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murder.  That carries up to 30 years.  That is violent and1

most serious.  Another count of attempted murder carries up to2

30 years, violent and most serious.  And murder that carries3

30 years up to life.  That is, of course, violent and most4

serious.  And that is a sentence that I know your outstanding5

attorney has told you you must serve any sentence that you get6

day for day.  Do you understand that?7

MS. CASTRO:  Yes, ma'am.8

THE COURT:  Okay.  Let's talk about it.  You might have9

heard some people getting a charge, pleading to a charge and10

going to prison and they got a ten year sentence, okay?  And11

you may -- they may say in their mind, they may say, well,12

it's an 85 percent thing.  You might have heard that before. 13

So that would mean that I would serve eight and a half years14

in prison, right?  15

But if -- a murder charge, if you were to get, let's just16

say the minimum 30, you still have to serve every day of that17

30 years, okay?  There's no -- there's no parole, there's no18

credit for anything.  You understand that?  You get credit for19

time you've already served, but you can't get any credit off20

your sentence while you're in prison.  Do you understand that?21

MS. CASTRO:  Yes, ma'am.22

THE COURT:  Okay.  And if you don't understand anything I23

say to you, I want you to do exactly that, you tell me you24

don't understand it.  Okay.25
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Have you discussed these charges with your lawyer?1

MS. CASTRO:  Yes, ma'am.2

THE COURT:  Are you happy with what your lawyer has done3

for you?4

MS. CASTRO:  Yes, ma'am.5

THE COURT:  Are you under the influence of drugs or6

alcohol here today?7

MS. CASTRO:  No, ma'am.8

THE COURT:  Has anyone forced you to plead guilty?9

MS. CASTRO:  No, ma'am.10

THE COURT:  Has anyone promised you anything to get you11

to plead guilty?12

MS. CASTRO:  No, ma'am.13

THE COURT:  When you plead guilty you give up certain14

constitutional rights.  One is your right to remain silent15

about these charges.  Do you know that?16

MS. CASTRO:  Yes, ma'am.17

THE COURT:  You also give up your right to a jury trial. 18

And at that trial your attorney could call witnesses for you,19

cross-examine witnesses against you, and the State would have20

to prove your guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.  But when you21

plead guilty you give up your right to a jury trial.  Do you22

know that?23

MS. CASTRO:  Yes, ma'am.24

THE COURT:  These sentencing sheets say that you're 2225
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years old.  Is that correct?1

MS. CASTRO:  Twenty-three.2

THE COURT:  Now 23.  Okay.  You're 23 years old.  How far3

did you go in school?4

MS. CASTRO:  I went all the way to my senior year.5

THE COURT:  Okay.  And tell me this, what kind of work6

did you do?7

MS. CASTRO:  I worked at Wal-Mart and fast food8

restaurants.9

THE COURT:  Okay.  Okay.  All right.  Okay.  Very well. 10

Have you ever been treated for a mental health issue?11

MS. CASTRO:  Yes, ma'am.12

THE COURT:  Tell me about that.13

MS. CASTRO:  When 2016 I had my daughter and both myself14

in a mental hospital in Marshall Pickens.15

THE COURT:  Okay.16

MS. CASTRO:  I got out, had my son in 2018 and had to go17

see mental health people in -- at a medical facility.18

THE COURT:  Tell me this, were you given a diagnosis at19

any point, a mental health diagnosis?20

MS. CASTRO:  Yes, ma'am.  I had PTSD, manic bipolar21

depression and borderline personality disorder.22

THE COURT:  Okay.  Do you take medication for that?23

MS. CASTRO:  Yes, ma'am.24

THE COURT:  Did you take that medication as prescribed25

7
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for you here today?1

MS. CASTRO:  I'm on different medication than I was at2

the hospital.3

THE COURT:  Okay.  Are you taking your medicine like it4

was prescribed for you on the inside?5

MS. CASTRO:  Yes, ma'am.6

THE COURT:  And do you -- do you feel clear headed here7

today?8

MS. CASTRO:  Yes, ma'am.9

THE COURT:  Do you feel like you understand what's going10

on here today?11

MS. CASTRO:  Yes, ma'am.12

THE COURT:  Do you have any questions about what's 13

happening today?14

MS. CASTRO:  No, ma'am.15

THE COURT:  Okay.  All right.  Have you ever been treated16

for a substance abuse issue?17

MS. CASTRO:  No, but I've done drugs.18

THE COURT:  Sure.  Okay.  Okay.  And -- but you say19

you're not under the influence of anything here today?20

MS. CASTRO:  No, ma'am.21

THE COURT:  Okay.  All right.  Ms. Castro, I think I've22

gone through all the questions that I'm going to go through23

with you for now.  I want you to listen to the facts as stated24

by the solicitor.  And then I'll have a couple more questions25

8
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for you.  Yes, sir, Mr. Smith.1

MR. SMITH:  Yes, Your Honor.  It's my understanding that2

there are victims that are on-line that are in the virtual3

courtroom.  I wanted to let Your Honor know that the4

investigator wanted to be here today, but he is serving a5

warrant right now.6

MADAM COURT REPORTER:  Judge, ---7

MR. SMITH:  Judge, ---8

MADAM COURT REPORTER:  --- I'm sorry.  He's just breaking9

up a lot.  10

THE COURT:  I tell you what I'm going to do, let's give11

this a try.  How about I mute myself and then you go over12

there to your computer and see if you can un-mute.  13

MR. SMITH:  Susan, can you hear me now?14

MADAM COURT REPORTER:  I can hear you.  If you will speak15

slow, because of the reverberation I might can get that.  And,16

Judge, I just want to be sure that you're also recording this,17

making a recording of this.18

THE COURT:  We will.  We're just getting a lot of19

feedback.  Would you un-mute your volume over there.20

(Pause)21

MR. SMITH:  Susan, can you hear me?22

MADAM COURT REPORTER:  Yes, I can hear you.23

THE COURT:  Are you getting a lot of feedback, Susan?24

MADAM COURT REPORTER:  Yes.25

9
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MR. SMITH:  How about now, Susan?1

MADAM COURT REPORTER:  I'm hearing you.  If you'd just2

speak slow, it might work.3

MR. SMITH:  I'll do my best.4

Judge, Ms. Castro has served 723 days as of today.  On5

3/13/19 in Greenville County Jacori Ashley, age 21, and Kalo6

McCullough, age 27, drove up to the Dollar General off Locust7

Hill Road in Travelers Rest.  Jacori was driving and Kalo was8

the passenger.  9

Jacori had been contacted by the co-defendant, Adam10

Byrum, and requested a ride.  Jacori worked with Byrum and11

this co-defendant's, Corina Castro's mother, at a place called12

RimTyme.  Jacori had given rides to Byrum in the past.  13

This night Jacori asked his friend, Kalo, to ride with14

him.  They arrived at the Dollar General and waited for Byrum15

and Castro to arrive.  They noticed two individuals wearing16

hoodies walking up to the car.  They knew it was Byrum and17

Castro as they were on the phone talking with them.  18

When they got next to the car, Byrum stated something to19

Jacori, immediately pulled a gun and started shooting into the20

vehicle.  Jacori was hit with one round that went through his21

mouth and nasal area as well as his shoulders.  Kalo was hit22

with a round that went through his lung and shattered a23

vertebra leaving him permanently paralyzed from the chest area24

down.  Jacori was able to speed off from the site and25

10
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amazingly drive to St. Francis Hospital in downtown1

Greenville.  2

The guns used to shoot the victims was or were a .3803

caliber.  Four shell casings found were identified by4

ballistics tests as having been fired from one of the .3805

handguns, which were found later belonging to the defendants. 6

Both victims have given statements that both defendant and co-7

defendant were the individuals there that night and that Byrum8

was the person that shot them.  9

On March 17, 2019, four days later, Your Honor, deputies10

arrived at 6077 Locust Hill Road in Travelers Rest and found a11

Ford F-150 partially in the roadway and partially in the12

entrance to a business.  Inside the vehicle a deceased white13

male sitting in the driver's seat was found slumped over the14

center console with blood on the left and right sides of his15

head.  It was determined that he had been shot in the head. 16

Bullet holes were found on the car.  And two .380 caliber17

shell casings were also found.  The male was later identified18

as Jamie Dale Smith, age 32.19

A handwritten note on a paper towel found at Smith's home20

was later given to investigators that stated  721 710921

Smokey G, Locust Hill Road, TR 29690, called 30 min, m-i-n, b22

I arrive.  Smokey G was later identified as Adam Byrum.  And23

the phone number was run and found to belong to Adam Byrum as24

well.25

11
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An attempt to arrest the defendants was carried out a day1

later on 3/18/19 a short distance from where these two2

incidents had occurred.  Officers had to use a K-9 due to3

Byrum running to avoid apprehension.  4

When arrested Byrum was found in possession of one point5

four one (1.41) grams of methamphetamines and admitted that he6

had just shot meth.  Both Byrum and this defendant are members7

of the Gangster Disciple Gang, which is part of the larger8

Folk Nation Gang.9

Two females at the site of the arrest stated that Byrum10

was acting crazy last night and that this defendant had been11

vomiting when they got back.  Byrum's sister was one of those12

girls and had stated that when Adam got home I took the guns13

from him because he was acting crazy.  14

This defendant, Corina Castro, gave a statement in these15

matters stating that she and Adam had planned to rob Jacori16

and that Kalo was an unintentional victim as they did not know17

he was going to be there.  She stated that they each had .38018

caliber handguns, walked up to the car and Byrum fired19

multiple rounds into the vehicle.  She also stated that they20

knew Smith as well.  21

As in the case before, they went to meet Smith both armed22

with the .380 handguns with the plan to kill and rob him.  She23

stated that it had been her decision to handle Smith, meaning24

to kill him.  Several other motives have been mentioned as to25

12



13

why these particular individuals were chosen such as robbing1

the targets of drugs, and killing them to believing that Jamie2

Smith was a snitch to Jacori Ashley flirting with this3

defendant.  4

Judge, I have handed up to Your Honor, and I've also5

given Mr. Pringle a copy of what I've handed up to you.  I'll6

call your attention to the first page where it says if I was7

arrested for murder, what do you think I got arrested for? 8

And it's one of those memes.  9

The first person to respond was her mother.  It said10

murder.  And you can see the second one, murder, LOL, damn,11

and then somebody else responded killing a cop.  You can see12

the other memes that were there on the next two or three13

pages, just all of them going to show that Ms. Castro was part14

of this gang.  15

That third page I put the snitches get stitches in there16

just because of the -- one of the possible motives for the17

crime for, I guess, Jamie Smith because they believed he might18

have been a snitch.  19

Judge, I will tell Your Honor that she has no prior20

record, that I am also dismissing three possession of a weapon21

during a violent crime charges and two conspiracy charges in22

exchange for these three pleas.23

Judge, I will also say that there are victims who are on24

or in the virtual courtroom.  And I believe they did say a few25

13
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things at Mr. Byrum's hearing.  And I would ask Your Honor to1

possibly listen to them.  And before I stop I would tell Your2

Honor, if I haven't already, that Mr. Byrum received a 50 year3

sentence on the murder charge and then two 30 year concurrent4

charges on the attempted charges.5

THE COURT:  All right.  Ms. Castro, you heard the facts6

as stated by the solicitor, how do you plead, guilty or not7

guilty?8

MS. CASTRO:  Guilty.9

THE COURT:  I'll accept your plea as being freely and10

voluntarily made with the advice of extremely competent11

counsel with whom you say you're well satisfied.  The plea12

does have a substantial factual basis.  13

If I understand -- if I'm understanding and remembering14

everything from the last plea and this plea, Ms. Castro, you15

said today, was not the shooter, but did at least have a part16

in planning it if not was the planner.  And if I understood17

correctly, however, she did give a statement cooperating right18

after her arrest.  Is that right?19

MR. SMITH:  Judge, that is correct.  She was ready to20

testify.  She did give a statement.  She was the one who or21

she did have a part in planning it and did give the order to22

kill Smith.23

THE COURT:  Okay.  Thank you very much.  All right.  And24

you say that there are victims who would like to speak.  And I25

14
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don't know -- I see there are two folks on here.  One is1

victim of Corina Castro, and another is victim of Castro and2

another is Janine Kirkman.3

MR. SMITH:  Janine Kirkman is the mother of one of the4

victims.5

THE COURT:  Okay.6

MR. SMITH:  And I'm not sure which one.  There are two7

moms.  Where it says victims, that would be one of the victims8

and his mother.9

THE COURT:  Okay.10

MR. SMITH:  So ---11

THE COURT:  Let's start with Janine Kirkman.  Ma'am, is12

there anything you would like to say?  You don't have to, but13

if you would like to, I certainly would -- we'll hear from14

you.15

MS. KIRKMAN:  Yes, ma'am.  Thank you.  As stated before,16

I'm a 27 year certified professional coder for Prisma Health. 17

And this whole situation with the injury of my son has not18

only taken part of his life away, but also mine.  I have had19

to take several leaves of absence from my job because I am the20

only caretaker for my son, who requires 24 hour care every two21

hours, hands-on treatment for his condition where the bullet22

is still lodged in his lung and where he has numerous medical23

conditions.  24

The whole situation that has happened with my son has25

15
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left my whole family devastated.  It will be two years this1

coming Saturday, March the 13th, 2021 since this accident2

happened.  3

Since that time I am up every two hours, 24 hours a day4

having to care for my son with hands-on training.  I have not5

had a full night sleep.  I am now on some medication myself6

because I just -- my son has to have that kind of care.  I7

cannot complete my job.  8

We was just mandatory that some of us have to go over to9

the sites we have set up for the Corona Virus to give out the10

antibodies and to give the injections.  I was chosen, but I11

could not go because I have to take care of my son.  There are12

so many opportunities -- I cannot see my grandchildren13

anymore.  14

My son is in constant pain.  It just has really15

devastated my whole family.  We have not been shown an ounce16

of mercy, an ounce of leniency.  17

When after my son was shot, he landed up in ICU fighting18

for his life on life support.  They waited and did all this19

writing back and forth on social media.  While my son fighting20

for his life in ICU, there was a three day gap before they21

went and then killed someone else.  22

Just as there was no leniency shown or no compassion23

shown when they ambushed my son and shot him and left him24

paralyzed and upheavaled my life as well, now I live my life25

16
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in every -- by two hour intervals.  I keep a beeper on me.  I1

can only go -- everything I do have to be within two hours and2

I have to go back and do something else with him.  3

I'm trying to sleep, two hours beeper go off, get up, go4

do something with him, go back to sleep 30 minutes, two more5

hours.  It's just a constant cycle.  This is my life now. 6

This is my reality as of no fault of our own.7

THE COURT:  Ms. Kirkman, I'm sorry to ask you this, but8

could you slow down?  We're having a hard time getting9

everything you're saying because we don't see you.  10

I certainly remember -- I certainly remember seeing you11

and your son at this last plea.  And I -- my heart goes --12

there's nothing else I can say except my heart goes out to13

you.  And as a mother myself, I cannot imagine what you are14

going through.  But I did want to ask you to slow down for15

just a moment.  Is there anything else you wanted to say?16

MS. KIRKMAN:  No, ma'am.  I just ask that, you know, the17

only thing I do ask is that -- the only thing that can bring18

us some sort of comfort is if this defendant is given the19

maximum allowed as well as the co-defendant for her actions in20

this because we wasn't shown an ounce of mercy.  We are21

suffering and continue to as my son is permanently paralyzed22

from her actions.  And we just plead with the Court to give23

them the maximum -- give her the maximum allowed by law,24

please.25
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THE COURT:  Thank you so much.  Thank you.1

There is a person who is signed on, and it just -- and it2

says victim of Castro as opposed to victim of Corina Castro. 3

Could I ask the person, victim of Castro, would you like to4

speak?5

VICTIM:  No.  My mom would be -- she's here to speak.6

THE COURT:  Okay.  Could you tell me your name, please,7

sir, just for a moment.8

VICTIM:  Jacori Ashley.9

THE COURT:  Jacori Ashley.  Okay.  Thank you.  All right. 10

Thank you, sir.  11

And then there is victim of Corina Castro signed on.  And12

would you like to speak?13

VICTIM:  Yes, I would.14

THE COURT:  Please tell me your name.15

VICTIM:  It's -- my name is (technological interference).16

THE COURT:  Could you say that again?  I'm so sorry.17

VICTIM:  Yes.  Barbara Sims Jenkins.18

THE COURT:  Thank you, ma'am.  I'm sorry.  Please go19

ahead.20

MS. JENKINS:  That's okay.  But (technological21

interference).  And I just want to reiterate what Ms. Janine22

said.  You know, this, of course, is something that was23

planned by the defendants.  And every day since that day, you24

know, our families have suffered one way or another.  25

18
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This was unsuspected.  They didn't go there with any1

malice or anything.  So, of course, they weren't expecting2

anyting like this to happen.  And, you know, it has devasted3

both families.  And quite naturally what Kalo is going through4

is extreme.  5

And the fact that, you know, she was fully involved, you6

know.  They're saying, you know, that she didn't pull the7

trigger, but also (technological interference) did or not, I8

think they were saying that based on the evidence that they9

were saying that she did not.  10

But, you know, we really don't know if she did or not. 11

But even planning it, you know, the hand of one is the hand of12

all.  And I think she (technological interference) be, you13

know, punished just as justly as the other defendant was14

because -- and especially in planning it, I mean, that's just15

as bad as pulling the trigger even if she didn't.  16

And so I just ask that you would, you know, grant the17

full maximum sentence for her because this is something that18

is going to -- this is life changing for both families, for19

our families.  And I feel like she needs to be able to20

understand the full (technological interference) of what she21

did.  And the only way that we can get some sort of justice is22

by them getting the maximum sentence that they're allowed by23

law.24

THE COURT:  Thank you so much, ma'am.  And I'm just so25

19
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sorry as well for what you all are going through.  1

MS. JENKINS:  Thank you.2

THE COURT:  Thank you.  3

(Pause for technological interference)4

MADAM COURT REPORTER:  Judge, if there's anybody5

speaking, I can't hear anybody.6

THE COURT:  I'm going to un-mute you.7

MR. PRINGLE:  Can you hear me now?8

MADAM COURT REPORTER:  Yes.9

THE COURT:  Yes.10

MR. PRINGLE:  I think she's nodding.11

THE COURT:  Yes, she can hear you.12

MR. PRINGLE:  As a human being, Your Honor, and I can see13

this is a horrible situation case for everybody involved.  I'm14

just -- personally I'm thankful out of 25 years I've had a15

handful maybe of cases that kind of hit home in so many ways. 16

It's tragic.  There's really nothing that any of us can do ...17

THE COURT:  Go ahead.  I'm sorry.18

MR. PRINGLE:  There's really nothing that any of us can19

do here to change what's happened no matter what sentence Your20

Honor levies against Corina this morning.  It's not going to21

change what's happened.  It's never going to make these22

victims whole.  We've had people's lives that were ruined,23

altered, destroyed physically, lives lost.  24

However, I'd be remiss if I did not point out that there25

20



21

are differences in this defendant and how she stands with1

regard to the context of her case as opposed to the co-2

defendant, who's already pled and sentenced in this case.  3

Obviously, she's extremely young, just turned 23, having4

no prior record as the solicitor indicated.  And when you look5

at this case, I think it's safe to say from everyone's6

perspective, it just makes no sense.  You look at it, there's7

no rational explanation for how this kind of thing could8

happen with these people.  9

But one thing that I think we've all seen that's10

developed in our society is this fascination, if you will,11

with gang culture, hip hop culture, you know, the whole -- the12

allure of video games, the movies, the music, the social13

media.  As indicated the prosecutor handed up some examples of14

---15

MADAM COURT REPORTER:  I'm sorry.  Judge, he's breaking16

up.17

THE COURT:  Okay. 18

MADAM COURT REPORTER:  Could you speak louder?19

THE COURT:  Now you try to talk as loud as you can.20

MR. PRINGLE:  Okay.  How is that?21

THE COURT:  Good.22

MADAM COURT REPORTER:  Better.23

MR. PRINGLE:  Okay.  You know, in trying to rationalize24

how this can happen, you know, the discovery that developed25

21
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and in meeting with Corina multiple times I've gotten to know1

her somewhat over that time period.  And it's evident that2

this is a young lady whose life could have been so different. 3

And, you know, there are so many of these folks that come4

before Your Honor that we can say that about.  I think there5

were some crossroads in her young life where she could have6

gone left or she could have gone right, and she went the way7

she went and became involved with the co-defendant and this8

whole lifestyle.  9

She's here to face the consequences.  She's not trying to10

evade responsibility.  In fact, I think it's noteworthy she11

wanted to be here by herself.  She did not want her mother,12

family, other people to come here and speak on her behalf. 13

She wanted this to be evaluated by the Court on its face and14

at its base level.  15

The prosecutor was right from the beginning.  She did16

give statements about her involvement, but then continued. 17

And more recently, I want to reiterate that she was completely18

willing and prepared to go forward and testify against her co-19

defendant, who, by the way, was the shooter.  20

She's owned up to her involvement, but, you know, there's21

-- we'd be remiss if we didn't distinguish her situation and22

her context from her co-defendant's.  Again, no priors.  His23

involvement, we would argue was much more extensive.  24

But having said that, that doesn't do much for the people25
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that we've heard from this morning.  And the fact is1

(technological interference) regardless of what level of2

blameworthiness we give to Corina this morning, she's here to3

plead to the charges.  They speak for themselves.  4

I just don't know that in fairness to all parties that it5

would -- that really she should be treated exactly the same as6

her co-defendant because there's a lot to distinguish their7

situation.  She's certainly no babe in the woods on this thing8

as you can see.  And she's not ever communicated that.  9

I do believe that she has had somewhat of an awakening to10

this process.  Believe it or not, I think there was almost11

like an ignorance of the severity or almost a lack of12

appreciation for it.  13

And the only thing I can attribute that to, and I'm not a14

psychologist or anything, but I've been around enough to know15

that I just think that this girl got totally immersed in that16

lifestyle and that -- the allure of the gangs and whatnot. 17

And I can't explain how they continue to pull these people in,18

but it's happening every day and all day.  19

Having said that, those are choices she made and that,20

ultimately, the reason we're here are, again, choices that she21

consciously made, and she's here to face up to those.  I22

believe she has a very brief statement that she wanted to make23

with regard to the victims in the case.24

THE COURT:  All right.  And Ms. Castro, if you would like25
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to say something, I'm going to ask you if you would take off1

your mask, and if you would speak up as loud as you can into2

that microphone.  You don't have to yell, but just very loudly3

like your attorney.4

MS. CASTRO:  I stand here today to give my apology to the5

victims and the people it affected.  I'm not expecting your6

forgiveness.  I just want you to know I'm sincerely sorry.  7

I am nothing like I used to be at that time.  I was under8

the influence of drugs and not in my right mind.  I want it9

known that if I could do it over, I would change everything. 10

Once again, I want you to know how truly sorry I am for the11

actions and those that I've hurt.12

THE COURT:  Thank you, ma'am.  All right.13

MS. KIRKMAN:  Your Honor.  I'm sorry, Your Honor.  This14

is Janine Kirkman.15

THE COURT:  Yes, ma'am.16

MS. KIRKMAN:  I'm sorry.  I have to ---17

THE COURT:  Yes, ma'am.18

MS. KIRKMAN:  I have to just say something in response to19

that.  I feel that this defendant is saying all this stuff, of20

course, because she don't want to get the full sentencing.21

THE COURT:  I understand.22

MS. KIRKMAN:  And if Marc -- and also she's saying she23

has changed, we have correspondence that Marc gave during the24

other trial saying that the correspondence between her and her25
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mother, the things -- the statements she made was -- the1

things that she's capable of doing without any remorse or2

feeling anything ---3

THE COURT:  Okay.  Thank you.  Thank you, Ms. Kirkman.  I4

appreciate it.  Thank you.5

MS. KIRKMAN:  Yes, ma'am.6

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Smith.7

MR. SMITH:  Judge, I just have one or a few things.  One8

---9

THE COURT:  Have you un-muted?10

MR. SMITH:  Okay.  Judge, I just have one or a couple of11

things to say in response.  Ms. Kirkman did mention something12

just a second ago, but it was actually Adam Byrum who had said13

those things.  It wasn't Ms. Castro.  14

But, Judge, also you had asked me about the jail days. 15

And it was 723 that she has there.  16

And, Judge, I would just want to leave you with one other17

observation that's been made here today, if you don't mind.  I18

know she has said that she's changed and that that's not who19

she is anymore, but yet she stands before you today wearing20

her orange jumpsuit, her jail issued slippers with the six21

point Folk Nation stars drawn on the slippers.  And I know22

they don't hand them out that way, but that's what she's23

wearing today.  And she's got the Folk Nation sign on her24

slippers.  I don't know how much she's changed.25
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THE COURT:  Thank you, Mr. Smith.  Well, anything else,1

Mr. Pringle?2

MR. PRINGLE:  Just I've got a response to that.  3

THE COURT:  Could you speak into the mike?  I'm sorry.4

MR. PRINGLE:  In response to the prosecutor's comments. 5

Again, we're not trying to shade anything that's in front of6

Your Honor.  You can see the correspondence.  And she's owned7

up to that.  8

But I would just reiterate if there ever was a situation9

that wasn't just black and white, it might be this.  And10

there's -- it's a complex kind of, I guess, forces at work.  I11

mean, I think there's room for some contriteness and there's12

room for regret and remorse within the scope of all of this13

other communication that's gone on.  I think some of those14

communications have motivations that have nothing to do with15

her real state of mind.16

THE COURT:  All right.17

MR. PRINGLE:  So, yeah, I don't think it's truly black18

and white.  I don't think the fact that she maybe still19

identifies with one or more of these groups would preclude her20

from being able to reflect on her actions and the time she's21

spent in jail has allowed her to reflect on it as well.  I22

think there's some room for remorse there.  Thank you.23

THE COURT:  Well, I appreciate it, Mr. Pringle, and24

appreciate the outstanding job of both attorneys in this case.25
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You know, I take into consideration the heinousness of1

the crime.  Of course, this couldn't be more heinous, Ms.2

Castro.  It just could not be more heinous.  3

I do take into account the fact that it was Mr. Bynum4

[sic] who actually pulled the trigger.  But I also take into5

account that you were at least involved and ultimately gave an6

order that a person be killed.  And I cannot ignore that.  7

I do take into account the fact that you not only gave a8

statement in this case, but were willing to cooperate and that9

Mr. Bynum -- that Mr. Bynum -- they were able to build a case10

against him because of that.  And I do take that into11

consideration.  12

I take into consideration what these victims have gone13

through.  And this is just beyond the pale.  I mean, we just14

can't even imagine what they've gone through.  15

I do take into account as well that you have no prior16

record.  And I take into account your age at the time.  I do17

have to take those things into account.  And I take all those18

things into account.  19

I'm going to give you -- I'm going to give you some20

credit largely because you cooperated and because I want21

people to know that when you cooperate that there is some22

reward, but unfortunately the heinousness of this particular23

crime prevents me from doing everything that I think you would24

hope that I would -- that I hope -- that I think you are here25
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hoping I will do.  1

On the attempted murders, both of those are -- sentence2

of the Court is 30 years, credit for -- credit for three3

hundred and, excuse me, 723 days.  Then concurrent to that,4

sentence of the Court on murder is 43 years, credit for 7235

days.  6

To all the victims, the victims' family who are on this7

call, I appreciate your being here.  And I wish you the best8

of luck.  Thank you.9

(Hearing Ended at 11:59 am)10

(End of Requested Transcript of Record)11
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 3

 1 P R O C E E D I N G S

 2 Tuesday, July 25, 2023

 3 (WHEREUPON, proceedings commenced at 4:30 PM.)

 4 MS. BROWN:  May it please the Court.  The next case 

 5 is Castro vs. State.  Civil action number is 

 6 2021-CP-23-5253.  Ms. Castro is in court today with her 

 7 attorney, Ms. Scarlet Moore.  

 8 I have a judge's packet to hand up containing the PCR 

 9 application filed October 29, 2021; the State's return; 

10 partial motion for summary judgment; transcript from the 

11 guilty plea, Your Honor, that was held March 10, 2021; and 

12 clerks records that include sentencing sheets, indictments 

13 warrants, discovery requests, and bond matters, if I may 

14 hand that up.  

15 I believe, Your Honor, the first order of business is 

16 a slight amendment that applicant has to the application 

17 regarding the relief sought and specification of a claim 

18 of ineffective assistance of counsel.

19 THE COURT:  All right.  Ms. Moore?  

20 MS. MOORE:  Yes, sir.  Thank you, Judge.  At this 

21 time my client prepared a pro se application, Your Honor.  

22 She said specifically the relief that she was seeking was 

23 a reduction in her sentence.  Your Honor, I would just 

24 ask, and I've spoken with the AG about this, just to amend 

25 her complaint to ask for a new trial based on ineffective
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Corina Castro Direct by Ms. Moore  4

 1 assistance of counsel.  And I have discussed that with my 

 2 client.  

 3 THE COURT:  Any objection to the amendment?  

 4 MS. BROWN:  No, sir, Your Honor.  

 5 THE COURT:  You may proceed.

 6 MS. MOORE:  Judge, I call my client, Ms. Castro.

 7 THE CLERK:  Ms. Castro, please place your left hand 

 8 on the Bible and raise your right hand.  

 9 WHEREUPON,

10 CORINA CASTRO

11 After having been duly sworn, testified as follows:  

12 THE CLERK:  Please state your full name for the 

13 record.  

14 THE WITNESS:  Corina Veronica Castro.

15 THE CLERK:  Thank you.  You may have a seat.  

16 MS. MOORE:  May it please the Court.  

17 THE COURT:  Yes, ma'am.  

18 MS. MOORE:  Thank you.  

19 DIRECT EXAMINATION

20 BY MS. MOORE:  

21 Q Ms. Castro, you're currently incarcerated; is that 

22 right?

23 A Yes, ma'am.

24 Q And on or about March 10, 2021, you appeared in front 

25 of Judge Leticia Verdin and pled guilty to three offenses; 
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 1 is that right?

 2 A Yes, ma'am.

 3 Q What did you plead guilty to?

 4 A Murder and two attempted murder.

 5 Q Okay.  And the judge sentenced you 43 years on the 

 6 murder; is that right?

 7 A 45.

 8 Q A total of 45?

 9 A For the murder and 30 for each of the attempted 

10 murders.

11 Q Okay.  And those were to run concurrently; is that 

12 right?

13 A Yes, ma'am.

14 Q Okay.  And who were you represented by during the 

15 course of those proceedings?

16 A Kraig Pringle.

17 Q Okay.  And was Mr. Pringle appointed to represent you 

18 at the outset of the case?

19 A What do you mean?

20 Q Well, did you hire Mr. Pringle or was he appointed?

21 A He was a pro bono lawyer.

22 Q Okay.  And do you recall when you were arrested?

23 A March 19, 2019.

24 Q Okay.  So basically, almost two years to the day that 

25 you pled guilty; is that right?
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 1 A Yes, ma'am.

 2 Q And following March 19, 2021, did you ever bond out 

 3 on these charges?

 4 A No, ma'am.

 5 Q Okay.  Now, how soon after March 19 -- excuse me -- 

 6 March of '19 were you able to speak -- make first contact 

 7 with Mr. Pringle?

 8 A At first I was given a female lawyer that I do not 

 9 recall the name of, but she was the same lawyer as my 

10 codefendant.  So I had to wait on a new lawyer, and I 

11 don't recall how long that was.

12 Q Okay.  No problem.  But at some point during the 

13 course of this case, you did, in fact, meet with 

14 Mr. Pringle; is that right?

15 A Yes, ma'am.

16 Q And do you recall how many times you actually met 

17 with Mr. Pringle?

18 A I do not.

19 Q Okay.  Was it more than one?

20 A Yes, ma'am.

21 Q Was it more than five?

22 A I don't think so.  

23 Q Okay.  Now, when you had an opportunity to make 

24 contact with Mr. Pringle, were you still incarcerated?

25 A Yes, ma'am.

52



Corina Castro Direct by Ms. Moore  7

 1 Q Okay.  Were you incarcerated the entire time that you 

 2 were waiting to be adjudicated at trial?

 3 A Yes, ma'am.

 4 Q So you never bonded out, right?

 5 A No, ma'am.  I never got a bond.

 6 Q Okay.  Now, during the course of this case, you 

 7 stated that you met with Mr. Pringle multiple times.  Did 

 8 he discuss with you what we call the discovery that was 

 9 given to him by the State?

10 A The motion of discovery?

11 Q Yes.

12 A Yes, ma'am.

13 Q Okay.  And do you recall, did he come to the jail and 

14 go over this paperwork with you?  How did that occur?

15 A He gave me the paperwork.

16 Q Okay.  And so were there any videos that needed to be 

17 shown?

18 A I was not shown any videos.

19 Q Okay.  And were you ever shown any pictures?

20 A I was not shown no pictures.  The only pictures that 

21 I was shown were the ones in my motion which was my mug 

22 shot.

23 Q Okay.  Now, during the course of your review of the 

24 discovery with Mr. Pringle, did you learn that the State 

25 had obviously received a statement given by you?

53



Corina Castro Direct by Ms. Moore  8

 1 A Yes, ma'am.

 2 Q Okay.  Now, do you recall giving that statement to 

 3 law enforcement?

 4 A I do, but I was under the influence of drugs at that 

 5 moment.

 6 Q Okay.  And where did this interview for this 

 7 statement take place?

 8 A Somewhere in Greenville County somewhere.

 9 Q Okay.  Now, were you in the detention center when the 

10 statement was given?

11 A No.

12 Q Okay.  Were you incarcerated or detained at the time 

13 you gave the statement?

14 A I was handcuffed.  I do recall that.

15 Q Okay.  So do you recall any of the circumstances 

16 around which you gave that statement?

17 A They had just arrested me and took me somewhere in 

18 Greenville near the jail.  And I spoke with them.

19 Q Okay.  Now, I mean, are you certain that you were 

20 arrested at the time?

21 A They asked if I was with my codefendant, and I said 

22 yes.

23 Q Okay.  And did anyone at that time read you your 

24 Miranda rights, for example, to notify you of your right 

25 to remain silent, that anything you say can be used 
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 1 against you, those kinds of things?

 2 A I don't remember.

 3 Q Okay.  And you said you were arrested.  You had cuffs 

 4 on you, correct?

 5 A Yes, ma'am.

 6 Q And then when you were detained, right?

 7 A Yes, ma'am.

 8 Q Okay.  And did anybody -- at any time did any 

 9 officers inform you of your right to counsel?

10 A I think so.

11 Q You think so.  But you testified that you were under 

12 the influence of drugs at this time; is that right?

13 A Yes, ma'am.

14 Q And what drugs were you under the influence of?

15 A Meth and cocaine.

16 Q Okay.  And so do you recall whose idea was it to give 

17 a statement regarding what the officers were 

18 investigating?  Do you recall?

19 A They were asking so many questions, and I just 

20 started talking.

21 Q Okay.  But you just don't recall any, as we say, 

22 Miranda warnings notifying you of your right to remain 

23 silent, that anything you say will be used against you, 

24 that you have a right to counsel, those types of things.  

25 You don't have any recollection of that?
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 1 A I don't remember.  I was out of my mind.  

 2 Q Okay.  Now, when you reviewed the statement with 

 3 Mr. Pringle -- well, did Mr. Pringle review the contents 

 4 of your statement with you?

 5 A I think I recall him telling me about it, but I had 

 6 to go through my motion myself.

 7 Q Okay.  Was the statement written?  Was it a 

 8 written ---

 9 A No.  It was -- I think it was recorded because there 

10 was a camera in there.

11 Q Okay.  And did you ever see a recording of your 

12 statement?

13 A I did not.

14 Q Okay.  And did you have the occasion to see a police 

15 report where there was a reference to your statement?

16 A Yes, ma'am.

17 Q Okay.  And so are you familiar with the contents of 

18 the statement of what you said?  Do you recall that?

19 A I've read my motion.

20 Q Okay.  And what does your motion say that you said?

21 A I don't think my motion said anything about -- my 

22 motion pretty much said mostly about the murder charge in 

23 my statement more than the attempted murders.

24 Q Okay.  And from your mind, do you make statements in 

25 the -- well, do you make -- in your statement, do you 
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 1 basically implicate yourself in the murders and/or the 

 2 attempted murders?  Like for example, in your statement, 

 3 do you give law enforcement information basically against 

 4 yourself that could incriminate yourself?

 5 A Well, what they don't put in my motion is that I 

 6 tried taking the blame for myself trying to say that I did 

 7 it all myself.  But they kept saying that there was no way 

 8 that I did it all myself.  So I changed my story into 

 9 saying that I did not do it myself.

10 Q Okay.  But certainly, I mean, you make admissions 

11 that subsequently law enforcement uses against you in this 

12 statement; is that right?

13 A Yes, ma'am.

14 Q And that you believe that at that time you were under 

15 the influence of these drugs that you've testified to, 

16 correct?

17 A Yes, ma'am.

18 Q Now, did you have the occasion to discuss this with 

19 Mr. Pringle, the fact that you say you were under the 

20 influence of drugs when you made this incriminating 

21 statement?  Did you have a chance to talk with Mr. Pringle 

22 about that?

23 A I did.  And I don't recall it bringing -- him 

24 bringing it up to when I was being sentenced.

25 Q Okay.  Did you discuss with Mr. Pringle the 
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 1 possibility of a motion to suppress your statement?

 2 A I don't recall.

 3 Q Okay.  And so obviously, you understand I just told 

 4 the Court that on March 10, 2021, you entered a guilty 

 5 plea before Judge Leticia Verdin, correct?

 6 A Yes, ma'am.

 7 Q And so you did not proceed to trial, right?

 8 A Yes, ma'am.

 9 Q Okay.  And why is that?  Why did you take that plea?

10 A Because I was told that was pretty much the only plea 

11 I was going to be given.

12 Q Okay.  And so did you discuss with Mr. Pringle the 

13 possibility of proceeding to trial in this case?

14 A I was told that I shouldn't.

15 Q Tell me why.  Why were you told that you shouldn't go 

16 to trial?

17 A Because it would be a very bad outcome.

18 Q Okay.  And what does that mean?

19 A I'd probably get life.

20 Q Life in prison.  Okay.  

21 And your testimony is that you got 45 years; is that 

22 right?

23 A Run concurrent.  Yes, ma'am.

24 Q Run concurrent with the other, the two 30s; is that 

25 right?
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 1 A (No verbal answer.)

 2 Q Okay.  And that's certainly less than life, right?

 3 A Yes, ma'am.

 4 Q Did you have the occasion to talk with Mr. Pringle 

 5 about if you went to trial, what the evidence would be 

 6 against you at trial?  Did you have any discussion with 

 7 Mr. Pringle about that?

 8 A I don't think so.

 9 Q Do you have any recollection of that?

10 A I don't think we ever discussed that.

11 Q Okay.  Now, you also allege in your PCR complaint 

12 that you say, you made reference to it, "The attorney told 

13 me my plea deal would be for less time."  Do you recall 

14 writing that in your complaint?

15 A Yes, ma'am.

16 Q And why did you write that?

17 A Because I was told that it would be around a less 

18 amount of time than what my charges would carry.

19 Q Okay.  So do you have a specific number that you were 

20 told that you would get?  I mean, I guess, you know, long 

21 story short, you're here asking for relief from the Court 

22 because you seem to be surprised and upset that you got 

23 45 years, plus 30, plus 30 concurrent, right?

24 A Yes, ma'am.

25 Q And explain that to the Court.  Why are you upset 
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 1 about that?

 2 A Because at first I think I was told that I'd get 

 3 around ten years.  And then when I came into court, he 

 4 said I'll try to get you 30 years.  So when the judge hit 

 5 me with a total of 105 years, I was stunned and said 

 6 nothing at all when I was sentenced.

 7 Q Okay.  But it was, again, they're concurrent, right?

 8 A But I didn't know that at the time.

 9 Q Okay, okay.  But you say that your attorney told you 

10 that he would try to get you 30.  That was your testimony, 

11 right?

12 A Yes, ma'am.

13 Q Okay.  And so it seems like you knew that you would 

14 at least get 30 if you entered the plea.  Is that a fair 

15 statement?

16 A Yes, ma'am.

17 Q Okay.  And have you had an opportunity to review 

18 Judge Verdin's guilty plea soliloquy, as we say, like the 

19 transcript of the guilty plea?

20 A What do you mean?  

21 Q Okay.  Well, you understand that Judge Verdin, when 

22 you pled guilty in front of Judge Verdin, did Judge Verdin 

23 not inform you of what the possible penalties might be if 

24 you pled guilty?  Do you recall that?

25 A I don't recall.
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 1 Q You don't recall that.  Okay.  

 2 But certainly, on that day when you pled in front of 

 3 Judge Verdin, you wanted to plead guilty; is that right?

 4 A Yes, ma'am.  Which I felt like that's the only option 

 5 I had.

 6 Q Okay.  And if you could just elaborate on that.  Why 

 7 did you think that was the only option that you had?  Was 

 8 that because of the communication that you had had with 

 9 Mr. Pringle?

10 A Yes, ma'am.

11 Q Okay.  And that was going over the discovery; is that 

12 right?

13 A Yes, ma'am.

14 Q And did you talk to Mr. Pringle about basically how 

15 much evidence the State had against you to proceed to a 

16 trial?

17 A I don't think we really went around what evidence 

18 they had, because really, the only evidence they had was 

19 my statement.

20 Q Okay.  Were you also concerned that your codefendants 

21 might testify against you?

22 A I was not concerned about that at all.

23 Q Okay.  And so your decision -- but your testimony is 

24 that you pled guilty because you thought it potentially 

25 could get much worse at a trial, right?

61



Corina Castro Direct by Ms. Moore 16

 1 A From what he said.

 2 Q And that's what Mr. Pringle said, right?

 3 A Yes, ma'am.

 4 Q Just one more time, was there anything about what 

 5 Mr. Pringle said that led you to believe that it could get 

 6 worse for you if you went to trial?

 7 A That taking a plea deal was my only option.

 8 Q Okay.  Now, again, I think you testified to that 

 9 there was no discussion with Mr. Pringle about, you know, 

10 filing a motion to suppress the statement, right?

11 A Yes, ma'am.

12 Q Okay.  And so you don't have any recollection that 

13 you spoke to him about that, right?

14 A No, ma'am.

15 Q Okay.  And from your perspective, your opinion is 

16 that essentially, the only evidence or certainly the 

17 strongest evidence that the State had was that you should 

18 never have given that statement because you were under the 

19 influence of drugs; is that right?

20 A Yes, ma'am.

21 Q And you testified to those drugs, right?

22 A Yes, ma'am.

23 Q Okay.  Did Mr. Pringle, during the course of your 

24 communication with him, let's say, in the days leading up 

25 to your guilty plea on March 10, 2021, did you have 
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 1 sufficient time to speak with him about the guilty plea?

 2 A I spoke to him about maybe once or twice.

 3 Q Because earlier you said you couldn't remember how 

 4 many times.  I mean, you said at least ---

 5 A After I got the plea.

 6 Q Okay.  So did -- the State came to Mr. Pringle at 

 7 some point with a plea offer, right?

 8 A Yes, ma'am.

 9 Q And so your testimony is that you spoke to him once 

10 or twice regarding that plea agreement; is that right?

11 A Yes, ma'am.

12 Q Okay.  And do you recall, was your case ever 

13 essentially, as we say, on the trial docket?  Was it ever 

14 set for trial?  Do you recall?

15 A What do you mean?  

16 Q Were you ever noticed that the State was going to 

17 call your case for trial at some point or did the 

18 State ---

19 A I was told what day I was going to go to court and 

20 showed up to court.

21 Q Okay.  And that was the day that you pled?

22 A And I signed the plea agreement.  And I don't know 

23 how long after that I showed up to court.

24 Q And so did Mr. Pringle give you the plea agreement to 

25 sign?

63



Corina Castro Direct by Ms. Moore 18

 1 A Yes, ma'am.

 2 Q And did you sign the sentencing sheets?

 3 A I signed, I think, one piece of paper.

 4 Q You definitely signed something that day that you 

 5 pled, correct?

 6 A Yes, ma'am.

 7 Q Okay.  And if I told you that your sentencing sheets 

 8 do have your signature, would that surprise you?

 9 A No, ma'am.

10 Q Okay.  How much time did you think you were going to 

11 get?

12 A Not what I got.

13 Q Well, and I think certainly you've testified that 

14 your attorney told you he would try to get you 30, right?

15 A Yes, ma'am.

16 Q If you had gotten 30, would you have pursued this 

17 case today?

18 A No, ma'am.

19 Q No?  Okay.  So it's really just the number of years 

20 for the murder that's upsetting; is that right?

21 A What I got total.

22 Q The total.  Okay.  

23 And do you know what your out date is at this point?

24 A 2060 something.

25 Q 2060.  Okay.  
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 1 But again, your allegation is that your attorney told 

 2 you the plea deal would be for less time.  Did Mr. Pringle 

 3 ever make you any promises about what the sentence would 

 4 be?

 5 A No, ma'am.

 6 Q No.  Okay.  

 7 And did you discuss with him the possible sentencing 

 8 range for murder which would have been -- did he ever 

 9 discuss that with you?

10 A Yes, ma'am.

11 Q Okay.  All right.  Now, do you understand, 

12 Ms. Castro, that you were in the court and heard me tell 

13 the judge that you wanted to amend your complaint to ask 

14 for a new trial, right?  Is that right?

15 A Yes, ma'am.

16 Q Okay.  And you understand that if the Court finds 

17 that your attorney was ineffective and grants your relief, 

18 then you'll be sent right back down to the county and 

19 there won't be any guarantees of any kind of plea offer.  

20 You understand that.  

21 A Yes, ma'am.

22 Q And knowing that, you still wanted to pursue this 

23 complaint today.  

24 A Yes, ma'am.

25 Q Okay.  Is there anything else that you feel that I've 
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 1 neglected to bring to the Court's attention about your 

 2 case?

 3 A No, ma'am.

 4 MS. MOORE:  Judge, I have no further questions.

 5 THE COURT:  You want to do your cross tomorrow?  

 6 MS. BROWN:  Yes, sir.  I can do that.  

 7 THE COURT:  Because I thought y'all had a witness who 

 8 couldn't be here tomorrow and you wanted to do it this 

 9 afternoon.  But it's 5:00.

10 MS. BROWN:  If we could call Mr. Pringle out of 

11 order, I can do my cross-examination tomorrow.  

12 THE COURT:  Okay.  

13 MS. BROWN:  We do have the order to allow the inmate 

14 to stay overnight with the clerk, I believe.  

15 THE COURT:  Okay.  

16 THE CLERK:  Yeah.  You've got to add something to it, 

17 though.  She didn't know the reason, so you've got to add 

18 something to it before I print it off.  

19 MS. BROWN:  Is there any way to print it?  

20 THE CLERK:  Yeah.  I'm going to after you make the 

21 amendment.  

22 THE COURT:  Well, the immediate concern now is do you 

23 want to call a witness this afternoon that's not available 

24 tomorrow or not?  

25 MS. BROWN:  Yes, sir.
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 1 THE COURT:  Okay.  Step down, please.  

 2 MS. BROWN:  Your Honor, with agreement and consent of 

 3 the Court, we would ask to call Kraig Alan Pringle to the 

 4 stand, please.

 5 THE CLERK:  Mr. Pringle, please raise your right 

 6 hand.

 7 WHEREUPON,

 8 KRAIG PRINGLE

 9 After having been duly sworn, testified as follows:  

10 THE CLERK:  And please state your full name for the 

11 record.

12 THE WITNESS:  My name is Kraig Alan Pringle.

13 THE CLERK:  Thank you.  You may be seated.

14 DIRECT EXAMINATION

15 BY MS. BROWN:  

16 Q Good afternoon, Mr. Pringle.  

17 A Good afternoon.  

18 Q Thank you for staying with us today.  It's been a 

19 long day and I appreciate you being here.  

20 I wanted to put on the record that you have been here 

21 through your former client's initial testimony, her direct 

22 testimony in this postconviction relief action, and you 

23 know that the allegation has to do with ineffective 

24 assistance of counsel for not pursuing some kind of motion 

25 to suppress on the statement.
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 1 A I'm aware, yeah.

 2 Q And also the sentencing range.  Just for the record, 

 3 sir, if you would, just sort of give us an idea of how 

 4 many felony cases you have handled at the time that you 

 5 represented Ms. Castro.  Just a general ---

 6 A You mean in all my years?  

 7 Q Yes.  Just general.  

 8 A Thousands.  You mean by that time?  

 9 Q Uh-huh.

10 A Yeah.  Thousands.  I spent about ten years as an 

11 assistant solicitor, and then I've been -- I was at that 

12 time about 14 years in private practice after that.  And 

13 as far as handling case -- felony level cases, thousands, 

14 thousands.  I don't know how many.  But yeah.  

15 Q And you had experience in looking at statements, see 

16 if they were voluntary?

17 A Yes.

18 Q See if Miranda rights were given?

19 A Yes.

20 Q Do you recall whether Ms. Castro ever told you that 

21 there was some problem with her statement?

22 A No.  This is the first I heard anything about that, 

23 actually, as far as her allegation that she was under the 

24 influence.  I don't know if that's true or false, but I 

25 know that we never discussed that.
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 1 Q Okay.  Are you aware that she executed a waiver of 

 2 rights confirming Miranda was given to her?

 3 A Yeah.  

 4 And hearing her testimony, I just want to clear up 

 5 and I think we've investigated just to verify, but her 

 6 statement was recorded and videotaped.  There wasn't 

 7 actually a written version, if I recall, but there often 

 8 is like a summary.  

 9 But certainly, you know, I had an opportunity to look 

10 over her statements at length.  We discussed them I 

11 believe in like at least the relevant aspects of them.  

12 And if at any -- I know that if at any time she would have 

13 told me that she was high or otherwise, you know, that her 

14 statement would have been impacted in any way, that would 

15 have been something that we would have pursued.

16 Q Okay.  Did she ever tell you anything along the lines 

17 of what you heard today, that she was changing facts 

18 within her statement as to who did the shooting?

19 A I do recall that I think she initially said that she 

20 was the only perp involved, and then she backed off of 

21 that because the police, it was -- they just -- they 

22 thought that was ridiculous.  And based on at least my 

23 viewing of the evidence in each case, you know, it didn't 

24 add up either.  And I think she realized that, from my 

25 discussions with her, that that was untruthful to start 
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 1 with.  I don't know if it was an effort.  

 2 They had a relationship, her and the codefendant.  

 3 They had like a romantic relationship.  They were very 

 4 close.  And I don't -- maybe that had something to do with 

 5 why she tried to keep him out of it, I guess.  But he was 

 6 obviously a major part of it.  He was the shooter in the 

 7 first case for sure.

 8 Q And you recall that Judge Verdin placed on the record 

 9 that she was taking into account not only that Ms. Castro 

10 gave a statement, but that she was willing to cooperate 

11 and build a case against Mr. Bynum [sic].  Do you recall 

12 that statement?  Can you tell us about it?

13 A About which?  

14 Q Was your client willing to cooperate and build a case 

15 against Mr. Bynum?

16 A You know, we discussed that, but it never came to 

17 that.  Frankly, my recollection in dealing with Marcus 

18 Smith who was the assistant solicitor, from jump, 

19 Mr. Smith wasn't -- he wasn't making much of an offer 

20 because the State felt like they had a very strong case 

21 against both defendants.  So I don't think we got really 

22 far with the idea of her, say, cooperating against -- I 

23 think his name was Bynum.  I know it was like he had a 

24 street name, but I think his name was Bynum, Adam Bynum, 

25 maybe, or Aaron.  
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 1 But no.  We didn't -- her and I didn't discuss at 

 2 length, although it was something that I went to the State 

 3 about and I think Ms. Castro and I talked about, hey, this 

 4 might be a way, you know, for you to mitigate your 

 5 situation.  

 6 But really, the truth was there was never any offer 

 7 of a recommendation.  It was plead to murder and plead to 

 8 the attempteds and take your shot.  We never got any 

 9 better than that as far as an offer.  So it was something 

10 that was discussed as far as maybe her implicating at the 

11 time her boyfriend, the codefendant, but honestly, that 

12 was kind of a dead dog from jump.  The State was not 

13 really interested in her cooperation.  They felt like they 

14 had enough of a case against both of them.  That's my 

15 recollection.

16 Q But your client didn't give you any information there 

17 was anything wrong with the statement that she gave to law 

18 enforcement.

19 A Not during my dealings with her.  

20 I mean, and I heard her testimony.  And she's right.  

21 I told her murder is 30 to life.  There also were two guys 

22 that got shot that weren't killed.  Those are the two 

23 attempted murders.  And they both ID'd the two subjects.  

24 So I didn't hear anything about that.  

25 It wasn't just the statement that she gave -- the 
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 1 statements, I guess.  There was also other evidence that 

 2 the State had to corroborate what was going on.  So that 

 3 didn't happen in a vacuum.  

 4 And I did advise her if we go to trial, it's a high 

 5 probability -- look, I'm going to do my best, but it's a 

 6 high probability that you're going to be convicted, and if 

 7 you are after trial, you put 12 people through all that 

 8 and a week worth of court time, you can probably bet 

 9 you're not getting 30.  You're going to get something 

10 north of 30.  I definitely would have told her that.  I do 

11 recall having that discussion with her.  But there was no 

12 recommendation.

13 Q Now, Mr. Jamie Smith was murdered in his vehicle.

14 A Right.  I'm referring to the attempted murders.  

15 Those two guys survived.

16 Q And Jacori Ashley was shot in the mouth/nose area; do 

17 you remember that?

18 A Yeah.  I think he got shot in the mouth and it blew 

19 out teeth and stuff.  But he was the driver.  And believe 

20 it or not, I think he actually drove the vehicle to the 

21 hospital with the other guy in the passenger's seat.  And 

22 I believe that guy was paralyzed.

23 Q Mr. McCullough?

24 A Yeah, yeah, yeah.  McCullough.  I don't -- I don't 

25 recall his first name.  But certainly that young man was 
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 1 paralyzed because, of course, the family -- that all came 

 2 out at the sentencing hearing.

 3 Q I just want to underscore these were very significant 

 4 injuries that supported the attempted murder charges, 

 5 correct?  

 6 A I think both those guys are lucky they're alive, 

 7 frankly.  The one got shot through the face and the other 

 8 one is paralyzed permanently.  I think the bullet went 

 9 through like -- it was almost like the magic bullet, if 

10 you will.  I think it went through several parts of his 

11 body.  And yeah.  He ended up paralyzed.

12 Q And you were able to get the State to agree to drop 

13 three charges, weapon charges, correct?  

14 A I believe that's right.  Yeah.

15 Q And two conspiracy charges?

16 A I want to say there were five or six charges that the 

17 State was willing to forgo in exchange for the plea to the 

18 two attempted -- attempted murder, rather, and the murder.  

19 Q And I believe you heard Ms. Castro testify today that 

20 she wanted to plead guilty because she felt that was the 

21 only option.  

22 A I've never used that terminology with a client saying 

23 you've got to do this.  This is your only option.  I may 

24 say, hey, you really have to take -- you know, your only 

25 other option is trial, and we've gone over what I feel -- 
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 1 or at least, you know, it's not my call.  The language I 

 2 use is I'm the bus but you're driving the bus.  Okay.  

 3 That's what I tell clients.  They've got to make the final 

 4 call, and I just try to level with them about what I think 

 5 the likelihood of each one of those steps is.  

 6 And we did discuss that at length because that was 

 7 everything.  I mean, we're wide open from 30 to life on 

 8 that plea, so, of course, that was a big concern that she 

 9 had.  And anybody that I've ever dealt with in a similar 

10 situation was obviously wanting to pin me down or 

11 determine what they're really going to end up getting, so 

12 it's difficult to tell them.  But, you know, all we can do 

13 is do our best and hope that it works out and the judge 

14 sees it our way.

15 Q So with the statement, the statement she admitted her 

16 involvement, correct?

17 A Absolutely.  Yeah.  

18 Q And at the plea itself, Ms. Castro said, if you 

19 recall, "I stand here today to give my apology to the 

20 victims and the people it affected.  I'm not expecting 

21 your forgiveness.  I just want you to know I'm sincerely 

22 sorry.  I am nothing like I used to be at that time.  I 

23 was under the influence of drugs and not in my right 

24 mind."  Do you remember that statement?

25 A Yeah, I do.
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 1 Q Okay.  So she apologized for what she did?

 2 A Yeah.  In fact, I recall that she ran a few things by 

 3 me that she intended to say or maybe she wanted me to say 

 4 on her behalf.  And it's interesting I remember because 

 5 Assistant Solicitor Smith and I talked, and as a courtesy, 

 6 prior to the plea, he came to me with some information 

 7 that he had about recent communications that she had made 

 8 that, let's say, were -- ran contrary to the idea that she 

 9 was really remorseful.  And I think he even pointed out 

10 the shoes kind of come to mind, if I recall.  I don't 

11 remember what was specifically on there, but it was some 

12 kind of ---

13 Q Was it a gang symbol?

14 A Yeah.  And she was -- she was part of a gang, or at 

15 least she told me she was.  I don't remember what the name 

16 of it was.  I think Gangster Disciples.  I think the way 

17 she explained it, it was a spin-off of some bigger gang.  

18 But clearly, there was a lot of gang stuff involved like 

19 with social media.  And I don't remember all the -- I 

20 remember some of the quotes because they still stick with 

21 me.  

22 But we didn't end up going into a lot more about her 

23 remorse because like I said, I felt like there was a 

24 serious -- that could backfire big time at the time of the 

25 plea.  And it maybe did because I think the solicitor 
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 1 pointed out her shoes and some other things, and that 

 2 certainly did not help us.

 3 Q And you recall something about the shoes.  Would it 

 4 sound correct to you that the solicitor mentioned her jail 

 5 slippers had six-point Folk Nation stars drawn on them?

 6 A Right.  That's right.  Yeah.  Again, I'm not up on 

 7 all the gang lingo, but it was something that was readily 

 8 ID'd.  And there were a lot of people in court that kind 

 9 of commented on that, noticed that.  I do remember that.  

10 Q And there was a series of communications, I think you 

11 alluded to that a moment ago in your testimony, where she, 

12 again, admitted to others that she had been involved in 

13 the murder and the two attempted murders?

14 A Yeah, yeah.  I mean, within I guess you'd say her 

15 circle, you know, on the streets, there's a lot of talking 

16 going on.  I mean, there was some evidence that maybe the 

17 initial shooting where the two guys got -- you know, that 

18 survived, I think one or more of them may be -- there was 

19 some talk that they had had maybe some kind of 

20 relationship with Corina -- or Ms. Castro at that time, 

21 and maybe that was part of the motivation for Mr. Bynum 

22 wanting to do what he did.  

23 There was a lot of talking going on from all corners 

24 during the case, and to the extent the State had gotten 

25 ahold of some of it, that wasn't going to be helpful to 
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 1 us.

 2 Q And there was an indication that Ms. Castro had at 

 3 least suggested that she'd taken part in taking out a 

 4 snitch, in her term.  

 5 A Yeah.  That's one of the quotes I remember.  And I 

 6 don't mean to make light, but I think it was snitches get 

 7 stitches or -- and snitches end up in ditches I think is 

 8 the language.  And I think there might have been some 

 9 posting or social media or something else out there.  

10 Yeah.  It was something like that.

11 Q I want to ask you, after the plea, did you get to 

12 talk to Ms. Castro?

13 A I usually -- I usually do when someone is -- you 

14 know, when it's a case like that with a big sentence and 

15 we didn't know what was going to happen and it's up to the 

16 Court, I believe very briefly on the way out the door, you 

17 know.  Because we do the plea and then they take them away 

18 or whatever.  I think I said, you know, contact me, you 

19 know, when you get where you're going.  Let me know if 

20 there's anything I can -- good luck, you know.  

21 There was no -- you know, it was a sad day in a lot 

22 of ways.  A guy was dead, two guys were hurt, her life was 

23 ruined, you know.  It was a very kind of somber, I guess, 

24 mindset that I remember.  

25 And I think I did.  I spoke to her very quietly on 
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 1 her way out.  

 2 But no.  We didn't go out and, you know, get into the 

 3 particulars of -- you know, she never said anything like 

 4 -- I think she was shocked.  

 5 But frankly, I think she knew what could happen.  

 6 Yeah.  I mean, I don't have much doubt about that, you 

 7 know.  I didn't know what the judge would give her either.  

 8 But I think she said earlier that I told her she 

 9 might get ten or 20.  I would have never said that.  That 

10 wasn't even legally possible.  I think I might have said, 

11 hey, I'm going to try to get as close to 30 as I can.  

12 Because it's 30 -- you know, we're looking at 30 minimum.  

13 So I probably said, you know, if everything goes right, 

14 try to get as close to 30 as we can, but it's going to end 

15 up somewhere between 30 and all day -- you know, your 

16 life.  We did talk about -- that's the only thing that 

17 really we talked about at that point because that was the 

18 biggest, you know, I guess, uncertainty.  

19 And clients always want to know, you know.  Nobody 

20 wants you to tell them I'm not sure.  I'll do my best.  

21 That certainly was the situation here.  

22 Q But she had indicated to you that she wanted to plea, 

23 and you attempted to negotiate the best plea deal that you 

24 could.  

25 A I did.  And -- you know, and again, I see Marc Smith 
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 1 is here.  I don't want to put him on the spot.  But, I 

 2 mean, I think he'd agree that I went back to him I don't 

 3 know how -- we had extensive discussions.  I mean, every 

 4 time we saw each other in court, we were emailing each 

 5 other, talking, texting, you know.  We -- we went back and 

 6 forth about that.  I can't even tell you how many times we 

 7 spent doing that.  

 8 But that was -- at that point that was all there was 

 9 as far as the case, as far as my -- my viewing of where we 

10 were.  And I have no doubt Ms. Castro understood that.

11 Q And Ms. Castro never tried to get in touch with you 

12 after the plea and sentencing.  

13 A I don't think -- I don't think I've heard from her at 

14 all.  I think I might have spoke to her mother.  I've 

15 talked to her mother a few times during all this because 

16 there was Corina -- sorry -- Ms. Castro had given me 

17 indications that she thought gangsters or other people 

18 were making threats to her mother doing like drive-bys and 

19 hang-up phone calls and stuff.  And so I talked to her mom 

20 a couple times because I thought it might have an impact 

21 on what we're doing, you know.  Who are these people and 

22 is it something I need to explore, you know.  

23 And I did speak with her mom a few times, and her mom 

24 was legitimately afraid.  But she said she could handle 

25 herself and all that.  I think I may have talked to her 
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 1 mom after the sentencing, but I haven't seen Corina -- I 

 2 haven't seen Ms. Castro since that day.  And I don't think 

 3 she's reached out to me.  If she had, I didn't know about 

 4 it.

 5 Q But just because she was fearful for her mother.  

 6 That would be the only thing that you would have known 

 7 after ---

 8 A No.  I mean, what I meant was I think I spoke to her 

 9 mother on the phone after the sentencing.  Other than 

10 that, I haven't spoken to her or anybody else involved in 

11 the case other than Mr. Smith.

12 MS. BROWN:  Thank you, sir.  No further questions.  

13 Oh, excuse me.  If I may have a moment, please.  

14 Your Honor, if I could have just maybe three more 

15 questions.

16 THE COURT:  Okay.  

17 BY MS. BROWN:  

18 Q Going back, I wanted to make sure that I placed on 

19 the record clearly that you did get a copy of the recorded 

20 statement, correct?

21 A Yeah.  It was in the discovery, yeah.

22 Q Okay.  And you would have watched that.

23 A Multiple times, yeah.

24 Q Multiple times.

25 A Yeah.
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 1 Q And if you had seen something on there that indicated 

 2 that your client appeared high to you or out of it in some 

 3 way, would you have done something?

 4 A Absolutely.  

 5 And -- you know, and it's funny because I think she 

 6 -- they were trying to pin her down about how often we 

 7 met.  And I actually went back, you know, knowing that we 

 8 had this proceeding coming up because I didn't remember 

 9 all the details.  And it looks like we met nine times.  

10 Okay.  And that kind of thing never came up.  You know, I 

11 wish it would have because I would have certainly done 

12 something about it.  It would have definitely been 

13 discussed between myself and the State, and I probably 

14 would have filed some type of -- you know, I don't know.  

15 We would have chased that.  And that's something I would 

16 definitely remember because it's big.  It's the biggest 

17 thing -- I mean, that would be something that we would 

18 have had to have done.  

19 Now, I knew Corina had a history with drugs.  But, I 

20 mean, you know, honestly, 90 percent -- probably nine out 

21 of ten of the people I represent have some kind of 

22 connection to that, you know.  So it's one thing to know 

23 that.  I knew she was in that lifestyle.  We talked about 

24 it, you know, many times.  

25 But no.  The idea of her being high or intoxicated at
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 1 the time -- and, you know, the police did their thing at 

 2 the statement as well.  You know, there was no indication 

 3 of that.  That never even entered my mind.  

 4 MS. BROWN:  Thank you.  No further questions.

 5 MS. MOORE:  Thank you, Judge.

 6 CROSS EXAMINATION

 7 BY MS. MOORE:  

 8 Q Mr. Pringle, essentially, tell us what the evidence 

 9 was against my client.

10 A In a nutshell, again, I don't have it all in front of 

11 me, okay, but the basics were there were two incidents.  

12 Okay.  And one of them was a setup where Ms. Castro and 

13 her codefendant Bynum -- evidently, there had been some 

14 communication between Bynum and the driver.  I forget 

15 their names again, I'm sorry, of the two guys that got 

16 shot and survived.  The one that got shot through the 

17 cheek, he was the driver.  He knew -- they all knew each 

18 other because they worked at a rim shop that I believe 

19 Ms. Castro's mother owned.  

20 Bynum, her codefendant and boyfriend, and the guy 

21 that got shot through the cheek that survived, there was 

22 communication between Bynum and him, and they were going 

23 to meet.  And Castro and Bynum were on the phone with him 

24 walking up to his car, you know, saying, hey, this is us, 

25 we're coming up, you know, whatever.  And immediately, 
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 1 Bynum opened fire and shot these guys.  It was supposed to 

 2 -- it was allegedly supposed to be a setup, a robbery.  

 3 And then the other case was -- I believe was it a 

 4 Mr. Smith, I think?  He was the deceased.  They found his 

 5 body, and there was some evidence that they found.  It was 

 6 notes he'd taken about meeting Bynum and then, of course, 

 7 you know, later Corina ends up, you know, giving her 

 8 statement.  I think the word she said was that it was her 

 9 call to deal with him, which was street language for kill 

10 him.  And yeah.  

11 So, I mean, the basics were that she implicated 

12 herself and Bynum in each -- I know they found a -- at the 

13 first one, on the attempted, they found -- or, you know, 

14 they did the ballistic, you know.  They matched the 

15 bullets with a gun that he had.  

16 And then the murder was like three or four days after 

17 the attempted murder.  I want to say it was about -- it 

18 was like in July of '19.  It was like the 14th or maybe 

19 the 19th.  It was like three or four days later is when 

20 this guy is murdered.  

21 And then, of course, you know, she had given her 

22 statement about that.  That was also going to be a robbery 

23 setup.  And, of course, they ended up killing him.

24 Q But it sounds like the most compelling evidence 

25 against Ms. Castro was her statement; is that fair to say?  
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 1 A Yeah.  I mean, you had the two eyewitnesses from the 

 2 attempted.  Of course, the guy -- the murder, he couldn't 

 3 -- you know, he was deceased.  

 4 Q Right.  

 5 A But, you know, I'd say her statement was -- 

 6 obviously, it was very compelling.

 7 Q Did you have a concern about any codefendants 

 8 testifying against her at trial?

 9 A Yes.

10 Q Why?

11 A I think we discussed that.  Because she had this 

12 thing.  It frustrated me, frankly.  And she probably 

13 remembers.  I have a daughter her age, and I remember 

14 talking to her a few times, like, you know, how did you -- 

15 how did you get into all this?  How did you get with this 

16 guy?  You know, at first I was thinking, you know, he's 

17 the bad guy and she, you know, picked a bad boyfriend and 

18 got into it that way.  So we discussed that a lot.  And I 

19 kept telling her because she had this like loyalty to him 

20 that I perceived, you know, and this whole thing, this 

21 gangster thing about not snitching and all this business.  

22 And I kept telling her, you know, this is your life.  You 

23 need to forget about him because your relationship's over 

24 one way or another.  

25 But I did tell her, hey, what makes you think he 
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 1 won't put the finger on you?  And it was something I had 

 2 to consider because the evidence wasn't quite -- I don't 

 3 recall if it was quite as conclusive about necessarily how 

 4 the murder actually -- you know, the particulars other 

 5 than she had said they set it up, she was part of it, they 

 6 both did it.  But I did talk to her because I said I don't 

 7 know why you're loyal to this guy because he'll throw his 

 8 own grandmother under the bus to save his life.

 9 Q Did you at any time make her any promises about how 

10 many years she would get in a plea deal?

11 A You know what?  I've never done that in my 27 years.  

12 So I'm going to say no.  And I do recall I never gave her 

13 a number.  That's just -- that would be beyond 

14 irresponsible, setting me up for a problem.  And that just 

15 was never the situation.  I mean, I did say something 

16 along the lines of I'm going to try to get as close to 30 

17 as I can.  That's all I -- yeah.  

18 Q Were you satisfied when you spoke to Ms. Castro about 

19 the plea, that she was committed to taking the plea?

20 A Yeah.  I think she consulted with her mom.  I don't 

21 remember if her mom and I talked about it.  But she had -- 

22 she -- I believe she had put considerable thought into it 

23 and she was ready to get it over with, you know, to get 

24 going with it.  Yeah.

25 MS. MOORE:  Judge, I have no further questions.
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 1 MS. BROWN:  Nothing further, Your Honor.

 2 THE COURT:  Thank you.  Step down.  

 3 THE WITNESS:  Thank you.  

 4 THE COURT:  All right.  Court is in recess until 

 5 10:00 in the morning.

 6 (WHEREUPON, a recess is taken at 5:19 PM.) 

 7

 8

 9
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 1 Wednesday, July 26, 2023

 2 (WHEREUPON, Respondent's Exhibit Number 1 was marked for 

 3 identification; proceedings reconvened at 10:20 AM.)

 4 MS. BROWN:  May it please the Court.

 5 THE COURT:  Yes, ma'am.

 6 MS. BROWN:  We're back on the record in Castro vs.  

 7 State, 2021-CP-23-5253.  This is a continuation of the 

 8 evidentiary hearing that began yesterday.  And Ms. Castro 

 9 still needs to take the stand for cross-examination.

10 THE COURT:  All right.  Ms. Castro, come back around.  

11 You're still under oath for the purpose of the 

12 cross-examination.

13 CROSS EXAMINATION

14 BY MS. BROWN:  

15 Q Ms. Castro, hey.  My name is Melody Brown.  I'm with 

16 the attorney general's office, and I have a few questions 

17 for you.  

18 Yesterday you said that you believed you were under 

19 the influence when you gave your statement, right?

20 A I know I was.

21 Q And you told your attorney.

22 A Yes, ma'am.

23 Q And you thought that your attorney should somehow 

24 address that fact.

25 A Yes, ma'am.
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 1 Q Right?  But you did not want to go to trial,  

 2 correct?

 3 A I felt like I didn't have an option to take that plea 

 4 deal, hence the reason I did not go to trial.

 5 Q So you did not want to go to trial.

 6 A I didn't take it to trial.

 7 Q Okay.  So what exactly did you want counsel to do 

 8 with the information about your statement?

 9 A To help me get as lower as a sentence as I could.

10 Q Okay.  And your statement was referenced at the plea, 

11 correct?

12 A Can you repeat that?  

13 Q Your statement was referenced at the plea, correct?

14 A What do you mean?  

15 Q Judge Verdin took into account that you made a 

16 statement.

17 A Like my witness statement?  

18 Q Let's talk about your statement for just a minute.  

19 You admitted your guilt to Judge Verdin, correct?

20 A Yes, ma'am.

21 Q And you apologized to the family, correct?

22 A Yes, ma'am.

23 Q Okay.  And the statement that you gave law 

24 enforcement that you now say you were under the influence 

25 when you gave, that statement was one of the major factors 
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 1 that allowed a reduced sentence, correct?

 2 A Yes, ma'am.

 3 Q You remember Judge Verdin saying that, in fact.

 4 A I do not.

 5 Q You do not?  If it's in the record, would you agree 

 6 that's what she said?

 7 A If it's in the record.

 8 Q Would you like to see a copy of the record?  Have you 

 9 seen your transcript?

10 A I have not seen it.

11 MS. BROWN:  The Court's indulgence just a moment.  

12 May I approach the witness, Your Honor?  

13 THE COURT:  Yes, ma'am.

14 BY MS. BROWN:  

15 Q Ms. Castro, I'm going to hand you a copy of a 

16 transcript of record.  It shows March 10, 2021.  Isn't 

17 that when you pled guilty before Judge Verdin?

18 A Yes, ma'am.

19 Q Okay.  If you wouldn't mind, how about going over to 

20 page 27.  Can you turn that to 27?  Do you see there 

21 around line 8?  Got numbers going down the left side of 

22 the page.  "I do take into account the fact that you not 

23 only gave a statement in this case, but were willing to 

24 cooperate."  Do you see that one?

25 A Yes, ma'am.
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 1 Q And you see Judge Verdin said, "I do take that into 

 2 consideration"?

 3 A Yes, ma'am.

 4 Q So your statement was used to try to obtain a lesser 

 5 sentence, correct?

 6 A What does that have to do with me being under the 

 7 influence?  

 8 Q Well, I can't answer your questions.  This is the 

 9 time for me to ask you questions.  

10 You want that statement used, and it was used to your 

11 benefit.  

12 A Yes, ma'am.

13 Q Okay.  Now, when you were talking about your 

14 statement and that you said you were under the influence 

15 of meth, did you ever tell anybody that?

16 A I told my lawyer.

17 Q You told your lawyer.  What about at that time?  Did 

18 you tell the officers, "I don't want to talk"?

19 A I was under the influence and wasn't in my right 

20 mind.

21 Q Okay.  But you seem to have recollection of what 

22 happened at the time that you gave your statement.

23 A And as you can tell not in my motion but in the 

24 video, I've also changed my story multiple times.

25 Q Uh-huh.  And you recall doing that because you just 
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 1 shared that with us.  

 2 A Later on in the time when I had time to think about 

 3 it and looked in my motion.  Yes, ma'am.

 4 Q And I believe you said yesterday that you were not 

 5 given Miranda warnings, right?

 6 A I do not remember that.

 7 Q You don't remember.  

 8 And you know what Miranda warnings are, right?

 9 A Yes, ma'am.

10 Q Okay.  I'd like to show you a document that has been 

11 premarked Respondent's Exhibit 1, previously shared with 

12 counsel.

13 MS. MOORE:  No objection.

14 BY MS. BROWN:  

15 Q Ms. Castro, can you tell me if you recognize that 

16 document?

17 A I do not, but it has my signature on it.

18 Q It has your signature on it?  

19 And what are your initials?

20 A CC.

21 Q Just CC.  No middle initial.

22 A I don't put my middle initial.

23 Q Okay.  Would you agree with me that there are a 

24 series of statements that you appear to have initialed?

25 A Yes, ma'am.  It appears so.
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 1 Q Okay.  And they warn you, you have the right to 

 2 remain silent.  Anything you say can be used against you 

 3 in court.  You have the right to talk to a lawyer.  If you 

 4 don't have money for a lawyer, a lawyer will be provided 

 5 to you.  All that, correct?

 6 A Yes, ma'am.

 7 MS. BROWN:  Your Honor, we move this into evidence.

 8 MS. MOORE:  No objection.

 9 THE COURT:  It's admitted.  

10 (WHEREUPON, Respondent's Exhibit Number 1 was admitted 

11 into evidence.)

12 BY MS. BROWN:  

13 Q Okay.  And that wasn't the only document you signed 

14 that time, was it?

15 A I don't remember.

16 Q Did you remember a waiver for a DNA sample?

17 A I do not remember.

18 Q Do you remember consent to search?

19 A I don't remember signing nothing.  Like I said, I was 

20 under the influence.

21 Q I was just wondering why you didn't want your 

22 attorney to object to the DNA sample you gave or your 

23 consent to search.  

24 A I don't remember none of this.

25 Q Okay.  
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 1 (WHEREUPON, Respondent's Exhibit Number 2 and 3 were 

 2 marked for identification.) 

 3 BY MS. BROWN:

 4 Q Ms. Castro, I'm going to show you what's been marked 

 5 Respondent's for identification 2.  Do you recognize that 

 6 document?

 7 A (Reviews exhibit) I do not.

 8 Q What is it labeled?

 9 A DNA waiver.

10 Q DNA waiver.  

11 Is that your signature on it?

12 A It looks like it.

13 Q What about Respondent's Exhibit Number 3 for 

14 identification?  Do you recognize that?

15 A Consent to search.  No, ma'am, I do not.  Yes, that's 

16 my signature.

17 Q That's your signature.  It says "consent to search"?

18 A Yes, ma'am.

19 MS. BROWN:  Your Honor, we would move in 2 and 3.

20 MS. MOORE:  No objection.

21 THE COURT:  They're admitted.  

22 (WHEREUPON, Respondent's Exhibit Numbers 2 and 3 were 

23 admitted into evidence.) 

24 BY MS. BROWN:  

25 Q Okay.  And you mentioned that your statement to 
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 1 investigators is recorded.  And you've seen that 

 2 recording, right?

 3 A I have not seen that recorded, and I stated that.

 4 Q So you remember them recording it?

 5 A I remember there being a camera in there.

 6 Q Well, is there anything you want to share with us 

 7 that would indicate that you were not able to make a 

 8 voluntary statement?  You nodding off, anything like that?

 9 A I do recall me -- I do remember me being up for a 

10 while because I was under the influence of meth and 

11 cocaine.

12 Q You do remember being up, but you don't remember 

13 telling them that you don't know what's going on, some 

14 problem?

15 A I don't remember telling them I was under the 

16 influence, no.

17 Q Okay.  

18 A They were asking me questions left and right.

19 Q And you answered them.  

20 A And told different stories.  Yes, ma'am.

21 Q Okay.  And at your plea, the State indicated not only 

22 that you gave your statement at the investigative level, 

23 but you were ready to testify against your codefendant, 

24 correct?

25 A Yes, ma'am.
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 1 Q And I believe some of your messages that were 

 2 referenced at the plea hearing referenced the treatment 

 3 that snitches have.

 4 A Yes, ma'am.

 5 Q That can be deadly where you come from.

 6 A Yes, ma'am.

 7 Q Okay.  And when you went to the jail, at some point 

 8 you became concerned about your mother, correct?

 9 A Yes, ma'am.

10 Q All right.  Well, do you think that trying to get out 

11 from under the statement where you admitted involvement 

12 and where you implicated your codefendant could have 

13 something to do with not wanting to be seen as a snitch?

14 A No, ma'am.

15 Q Nothing at all?

16 A It was relationship issues.  Had nothing to do with 

17 what was going on in my case.

18 Q You remember being concerned about your mother.

19 A I do remember being concerned about my family.

20 Q Now, speaking of families, at the plea you 

21 apologized.  

22 A Yes, ma'am.

23 Q Okay.  And you indicated you had changed.

24 A Yes, ma'am.

25 Q Okay.  Now, at the time of the plea, you also said 
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 1 that you were under the influence of drugs and not in your 

 2 right mind when you committed the attempted murders and 

 3 the murder.

 4 A Yes, ma'am.

 5 Q That's what you said, not in your right mind.

 6 A Yes, ma'am.

 7 Q And that is remarkably similar to the allegation 

 8 you're making today about your statement, isn't it?

 9 A Yes, ma'am.

10 Q Okay.  Now, and about this change, what exactly has 

11 changed?  What change were you referencing?

12 A My actions.

13 Q Your actions.  Okay.  You still have some gang 

14 symbols?

15 A I do.  I can't take them off.

16 Q Can you renounce?  Doesn't SCDC have a program where 

17 you can renounce your membership in a gang?

18 A SCDC doesn't -- they don't have me labeled as a gang 

19 member at SCDC.

20 Q So you have renounced.

21 A You can look that in the system if you would like.

22 Q I'm just asking you, have you renounced it?  Do you 

23 have an intent to renounce?

24 A Yes, ma'am.

25 Q Okay.  Now, you've had a couple of disciplinary 
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 1 issues in SCDC, haven't you?

 2 A A few.  Yes, ma'am.

 3 Q Refusing or failing to obey an order.  

 4 A Because I cut my hair when I first got there and 

 5 didn't know I wasn't allowed to cut my hair the first week 

 6 I went to prison.

 7 Q You agree with me that there's a disciplinary showing 

 8 for refusing or failing to obey?

 9 A Yes, ma'am.

10 Q Okay.  Disrespect?

11 A Yes, ma'am.

12 Q Possession of contraband?

13 A Yes, ma'am.

14 Q Trafficking and trading?

15 A Yes, ma'am.

16 Q October 20th or thereabout 2022, threatening to 

17 inflict harm on an inmate?

18 A I was going through a mental health issue and talked 

19 to my mental health counselor, and she put me in lockup 

20 for it.  But yes, ma'am.

21 Q You admit that.  Okay.  

22 Threatening to inflict harm even after you told Judge 

23 Verdin you had changed.

24 A Well, when you're in prison and you're going through 

25 a lot of mental health problems, you tend to go through a
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 1 lot.

 2 MS. BROWN:  Nothing further, Your Honor.  Thank you.  

 3 MS. MOORE:  May it please the Court.

 4 REDIRECT EXAMINATION

 5 BY MS. MOORE:  

 6 Q Ma'am, during the time that you gave this statement 

 7 to law enforcement, how much drugs were you doing?

 8 A I was doing some every day.  I don't exactly know how 

 9 much because I was also helping my codefendant shoot up as 

10 well.

11 Q Okay.  So you shot up the meth?

12 A I did not.

13 Q Okay.  So how were you ingesting the drugs?

14 A I was eating my drugs.

15 Q I'm sorry.  I couldn't hear you.

16 A I was eating my drugs.

17 Q Okay.  So would you eat drugs all day?

18 A Pretty much.

19 Q And specifically, how did the drugs affect your 

20 cognitive abilities to know what's happening?

21 A When I'm on drugs, I really don't care or remember 

22 anything that happens.

23 Q And so do you have any recollection of signing these 

24 forms that the AG has shown you?

25 A I do not.
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 1 Q Okay.  And you stand by your assertion that you, in 

 2 fact, were under the influence of drugs at the time you 

 3 gave your statement to law enforcement.  

 4 A I do.

 5 Q Is that right?  Okay.  

 6 And you stand by your statement that that's something 

 7 you discussed with your attorney, correct?

 8 A Yes, ma'am.

 9 Q And that you made the decision to take a plea based 

10 on his counsel; is that right?

11 A Yes, ma'am.

12 MS. MOORE:  Judge, no further questions.

13 THE COURT:  Okay.  You can step down.  

14 MS. MOORE:  Judge, we have no further witnesses.

15 MS. BROWN:  Nothing further from the State, Your 

16 Honor.

17 THE COURT:  Okay.  I'll review it and issue an order.

18 MS. MOORE:  Thank you, Judge.

19 (WHEREUPON, proceedings concluded at 10:36 AM.)

20
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF GREENVILLE 
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The STATE of South Carolina,
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□ JURY VERDICT. This action came before the court for a trial by jury. The issues
have been tried and a verdict rendered. 

DECISION BY THE COURT. This action came to trial or hearing before the court.
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This matter came before this court for an evidentiary hearing on an application for post-conviction relief filed 
pursuant to South Carolina Code Annotated Section 17-27-10 et seq. The applicant proceeded on grounds of; ineffective 
assistance of trial counsel; involuntary plea; and failure to move for suppression of any statement on the ground of
involuntariness. 

Based upon the record of the case, the evidence presented at the evidentiary hearing held in this matter, the
argument of counsel, and consideration of the applicable statutory and case lawt this court finds that;

The applicant's request for POST-CONVICTION relief should be and IS therefore DENIED and the APPLICATION
DISMISSED WITH PREJUDICE for failure of the applicant to establish any deficient performance on the part of counsel
under prevailing professional nonns and/or any prejudice resulting from counsel's performance as there is no reasonable
probability that, but for counsel's performance, the result of the proceeding would have been different. Strickland u. 
Washington, 466 US 668 {1984) and Cherru v. State, 300 SC 115 (1989), or any other cognizable claim.
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