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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 

__________________________________ 

APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 

The Honorable Bentley D. Price 
Circuit Court Judge 

______________________________________ 

Appellate Case No. 2023-001852 
______________________________________ 

Athena Irland, Appellant, 

v. 

Brandy S. Culp, Respondent. 

________________________________________ 

RESPONDENT BRANDY S. CULP’S  
MOTION TO STRIKE INITIAL BRIEF OF APPELLANT 

AND DESIGNATION OF MATTER  
TO INCLUDE IN THE RECORD ON APPEAL 

________________________________________ 

On July 15, 2024, this Honorable Court issued an Order denying Respondent’s previously 

filed Motion to Dismiss Appeal “without prejudice to Respondent presenting these arguments in 

the brief or Respondent or Motion to Strike.”  Accordingly, pursuant to Rule 240, SCACR, Rule 

208, SCACR, and Rule 209, SCACR, Respondent Brandy S. Culp, through her undersigned 

counsel, hereby respectfully moves to Strike Appellant’s Initial Brief and Designation of Matter.  

The grounds for this Motion are that Appellant, having already received a total of four deficiency 

letters from this Court, has failed to adhere to the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules by (a) 

failing to file an Initial Brief that complies with Rule 208(b), SCACR, and (b) failing to file a 

Designation of Matter that complies with Rule 209, SCACR. 
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Specifically, Rule 208(b)(1)(A), SCACR, requires that Appellant’s Initial Brief include 

“a table of cases (alphabetically arranged), statutes, and other authorities cited, with references to 

the page of the brief where they are cited.”  A review of Appellant’s Initial Brief, however, 

reveals that Appellant’s Table of Authorities cites ten cases, which are not cited anywhere in her 

Initial Brief and what appears to be the names two medical doctors who did not testify at the 

underlying hearing, held on April 7, 2022.  (Initial Brief of Appellant, Exhibit A, pp. 1-2).  

Accordingly, Respondent moves to strike references to these cases and individuals from the 

“Table of Authorities” section of Appellant’s Initial Brief.  

Rule 208(b)(1)(E) states that “A party may also include a separate statement of facts 

relevant to the issues presented for review, with reference to the record on appeal, which may 

include contested matters and summarize the party’s contentions.”  Appellant’s Initial Brief 

contains a “Statement of Facts” which contains zero references to the Record and addresses 

matters not before the Court or in the Record. (Exhibit A, p. 5).  Further, Appellant’s Statement 

of the Facts section makes reference to testimony from individuals who did not testify at the 

underlying April 7, 2022 hearing. Accordingly, Respondent moves to strike Appellants 

“Statement of Facts” section. 

Rule 208(b)(1)(E) further states, “The brief shall be divided into as many parts as there 

are issues to be argued.  At the head of each part, the particular issue to be addressed shall be set 

forth in distinctive type, followed by discussion and citation of authorities.”  Here, Appellant 

cites what purports to be four separate issues on Appeal, but then fails to address any of these 

alleged issues in the Arguments section of the brief.  Appellant Initial Brief makes no effort to 

reconcile her “Statement of Issues on Appeal” with her “Arguments” section. (Exhibit A, p. 3 
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and 8).  Accordingly, Respondent moves to strike the “Statement of Issues on Appeal” and 

“Arguments” Section of Appellant’s Initial Brief.  

Rule 208(b)(1)(D) states, “If all the issues are governed by the same standard of appellate 

review, the Brief shall contain a section with the heading ‘Standard of Review,’ which shall 

concisely set forth the applicable standard of review with citations to relevant case law 

establishing the standard. If the same standard of review is not applicable to all of the issues, a 

separate section with a heading of ‘Standard of Review’ shall be included at the start of the 

argument on each issue with citations to relevant case law establishing this standard of review.”  

Here, Appellant’s Initial Brief fails to include a Standard of Review section in any form as 

required by the Rule. 

Finally, Rule 209(c), SCACR, requires that the Designation of Matter to be Included in 

the Record on Appeal shall be signed and that the signature constitutes a certificate that the 

Designation contains no matter which is irrelevant to the Appeal.  (Exhibit B, Designation of 

Matter). Here, Appellant failed to sign the Designation of Matter so as to certify that it contains 

no matter which is irrelevant to the appeal and, in fact, includes irrelevant material, including 

several references S.C. Code sections, a 2024 Letter from the Attorney General, and medical 

imaging exams that were never submitted as evidence at the underlying April 7, 2022 Probate 

Court hearing. Accordingly, Respondent moves to strike these items from Appellant’s 

Designation of Matter to Include in the Record on Appeal.   

Conclusion 

For each of the foregoing reasons, Respondent respectfully requests that that this 

Honorable Court strike Appellant’s Initial Brief and Designation of Matter to be Included in the 

Record on Appeal. Alternatively, Respondent respectfully renews its requests that this Appeal be 
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dismissed in its entirety as a result of Appellant’s repeated failure to adhere to the South Carolina 

Appellate Court rules. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
THE LAW OFFICE OF JESSE SANCHEZ, LLC 

s/Jesse Sanchez________________________ 
Jesse Sanchez, Esquire (SC Bar No. 101906) 
751 Johnnie Dodds Boulevard, Suite 200 
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464 
jesse@jessesanchezlaw.com 
(843) 814-8181 
 
and 
 
SLOTCHIVER & SLOTCHIVER, LLP  

 
s/Daniel S. Slotchiver________________________ 
Daniel S. Slotchiver, Esquire (SC Bar No. 15129) 
Stephen M. Slotchiver, Esquire (SC Bar No. 65477) 
751 Johnnie Dodds Boulevard, Suite 100  
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464  
(843) 577-6531 (Phone)  
dan@slotchiverlaw.com  
steve@slotchiverlaw.com 

 
 
 ATTORNEYS FOR RESPONDENT BRANDY S. CULP 

 
 
Mount Pleasant, South Carolina 
August 14, 2024 
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In The Court of Appeals  

________ 

APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 

The Honorable Bentley D. Price 
Circuit Court Judge 

_________  

Appellate Case No. 2023-001852 
_________ 

Athena Irland, Appellant, 

v. 

Brandy S. Culp, Respondent. 

_________ 

PROOF OF SERVICE 
_________ 

I, the undersigned, certify that I have served the Initial Brief of Respondent, Designation 

of Matter to Include in the Record on Appeal, and Motion to Strike on Appellant Athena Irland 

and all Pro See parties to the underlying action via United States Certified Mail, postage prepaid, 

on August 14, 2024, at the addresses set forth below: 

Athena L. Irland  
186 Dolly Dimples Trail 
Huger, SC 29450  
Pro Se Respondent 

Christina D. Culp 
198 Lower Cherokee Road 
Neeses, SC 29107 Isadore  
Pro Se Party of Record 
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John Psaras  
1586 Hidden Bridge Drive  
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464 
Pro Se Party of Record 
 

      

Respectfully submitted, 

THE LAW OFFICE OF JESSE SANCHEZ, LLC 

s/Jesse Sanchez________________________ 
Jesse Sanchez, Esquire (SC Bar No. 101906) 
751 Johnnie Dodds Boulevard, Suite 200 
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464 
jesse@jessesanchezlaw.com 
(843) 814-8181 

 
      ATTORNEY FOR RESPONDENT BRANDY S. CULP 
 

 
August 14, 2024 
Mount Pleasant, South Carolina 



August 14, 2024 

VIA ONEDRIVE ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION AND U.S. MAIL 

The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings 
Clerk, South Carolina Court of Appeals 
1220 Senate Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 

RE: Athena Irland, Appellant v. Brandy S. Culp, Respondent 
App. Case No. 2023-001852 

Dear Ms. Kitchings: 

Enclosed for filing, please find the following: 

1. Initial Brief of Respondent;

2. Respondent’s Designation of Matter to Include in Record on Appeal;

3. Respondent’s Motion to Strike; and

4. Proof of Service.

A check for the fifty dollar ($50.00) filing fee associated with the Motion to Strike 
has been deposited in today’s mail. Thank you for your assistance with this matter.  Should 
you have any questions or wish to discuss the filing, please do not hesitate to contact me 
directly. 

Sincerely, 

s/Jesse Sanchez 

Jesse Sanchez (SC Bar No. 101906) 

Cc:   Daniel S. Slotchiver, Esq. 
Stephen M. Slotchiver, Esq. 
Athena L. Irland (Via Certified Mail) 
Christina D. Culp (Via Certified Mail) 
Isadore John Psaras (Via Certified Mail) 
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