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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Dear Judge Keesley:
 
On behalf of Respondent, I can report that we have earlier this month served specific discovery
requests on Applicant which may determine whether a deposition is necessary for one witness, Ms.
Leonard; and, have consulted on the expert issue; however, we have not yet received a report from
the Applicant’s expert, Dr. Boyd.  A deposition of their expert should not be scheduled until the
report is received and we have the opportunity to review the opinion and basis for the opinion.    
 
The federal stay is still in place and we are giving periodic updates to the District Court.  The last filed
status report for the federal action is attached.  The next District Court status report is due May 8,
2023. 
 
If you require anything further from Respondent at this time, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Kind regards,
Melody
 
 
MELODY J. BROWN, Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General 
Office of the South Carolina Attorney General
Capital and Collateral Litigation Section | Office 803-734-6305 | mbrown@scag.gov
P.O. Box 11549 | Columbia, SC 29211
scag.gov
 

 
This email, along with any attachments, is considered confidential and may be legally privileged. If you have received it in
error please notify the sender immediately by reply email and then delete this message from your system. Please do not
copy it or use it for any purposes, or disclose its contents to any other person. This email, and attachments, are subject to
FOIA requests. Thank you for your cooperation.
 
 

From: Keesley, William P. <WKeesleyj@sccourts.org> 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


 
 


BOBBY WAYNE STONE,    ) 
      ) 
  Petitioner,    ) 
      ) 
vs.      ) 
      ) 
BRYAN P. STIRLING, Commissioner,  ) 
South Carolina Department of Corrections,  ) 
and LYDELL CHESTNUT, Deputy              ) 
Warden, Broad River Correctional   ) 
Institution,     ) 
  Respondents.   ) 


 
 
 
CASE NO. 2:17-CV- 01221-MGL-MGB 


 
 
 


 
JOINT STATUS REPORT 


 
 The parties make the following joint status report pursuant to the Court’s order dated 


February 10, 2023. [ECF No. 145]. Petitioner’s state post-conviction relief action containing a 


freestanding claim under Atkins v. Virginia, 536 U.S. 304 (2002), remains pending. The Honorable 


William P. Keesley is assigned to the state court matter. On December 1, 2022, Dr. Alicia Hall, 


Chief Examiner at the South Carolina Department of Disabilities and Special Needs, issued a 


written report concluding that Mr. Stone “meets the diagnostic criteria for intellectual disability as 


defined in the South Carolina Code of Laws.” The parties are still awaiting a final report from Mr. 


Stone’s expert, Dr. Sarah Boyd, but Mr. Stone’s counsel has reported that she will also opine that 


Mr. Stone has intellectual disability. A potential report by a State expert is being explored. An 


evidentiary hearing date has not been scheduled. Depositions are to be scheduled after the Court 


receives Dr. Boyd’s report.  


      Respectfully submitted,  
  
      s/Emily C. Paavola 


Emily C. Paavola, Fed ID No. 11488 
900 Elmwood Ave., Suite 200 
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Columbia, South Carolina 29201  
(803) 765-1044 
Emily@justice360sc.org 
ATTORNEY FOR PETITIONER 


 
s/Melody J. Brown 
Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General 
Fed ID No. 7979 
Office of the Attorney General 
P.O. Box 11549 
Columbia, South Carolina 29211 
(803) 734-6305 
ATTORNEY FOR RESPONDENT 


 
March 9, 2023 
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Sent: Friday, March 17, 2023 4:03 PM
To: Melody Brown <MBrown@scag.gov>; Hannah Freedman (hannah@justice360sc.org)
<hannah@justice360sc.org>; Charles Grose <charles@groselawfirm.com>;
constance.holloway@ddsn.sc.gov
Cc: Howard, Patricia <phoward@sccourts.org>; Shealy, Brenda <BShealy@sccourts.org>; Keesley,
William P. Law Clerk (Rebecca Kennedy) <wkeesleylc@sccourts.org>
Subject: RE: Stone, Bobby
 
When we last met in January, there was a discussion about whether the State was going to pursue
obtaining an expert witness in light of the findings of intellectual disability. Would the attorneys
please update me on where we are in the process so that we can try to schedule a hearing? Thank
you. [wpk]
 

From: Keesley, William P. 
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2023 11:42 AM
To: Howard, Patricia <phoward@sccourts.org>; Shealy, Brenda <BShealy@sccourts.org>; Supreme
Court Filings <supctfilings@sccourts.org>
Cc: 'Melody Brown' <MBrown@scag.gov>; Charles Grose (charles@groselawfirm.com)
<charles@groselawfirm.com>; 'Hannah Freedman (hannah@justice360sc.org)'
<hannah@justice360sc.org>; 'constance.holloway@ddsn.sc.gov'
<constance.holloway@ddsn.sc.gov>; Keesley, William P. Law Clerk (Rebecca Kennedy)
<wkeesleylc@sccourts.org>
Subject: RE: Stone, Bobby
 
Attached is an update on Bobby Wayne Stone v. State 2018CP4301025. Thank you.
 

From: Keesley, William P. 
Sent: Thursday, November 3, 2022 11:02 AM
To: Howard, Patricia <phoward@sccourts.org>; Shealy, Brenda <BShealy@sccourts.org>
Cc: 'Melody Brown' <MBrown@scag.gov>; Charles Grose (charles@groselawfirm.com)
<charles@groselawfirm.com>; 'Hannah Freedman (hannah@justice360sc.org)'
<hannah@justice360sc.org>; 'constance.holloway@ddsn.sc.gov'
<constance.holloway@ddsn.sc.gov>; Keesley, William P. Law Clerk (Rebecca Kennedy)
<wkeesleylc@sccourts.org>
Subject: RE: Stone, Bobby
 
Attached is a scanned copy of the status update on Bobby Wayne Stone’s case. By copy of this email,
I am instructing the attorneys get with my law clerk about setting up a status conference by Webex
at the first opportunity. The original is being mailed to the Supreme Court.
 

From: Keesley, William P. 
Sent: Wednesday, February 3, 2021 3:55 PM
To: Shearouse, Daniel <DShearouse@sccourts.org>
Cc: 'Melody Brown' <MBrown@scag.gov>; Charles Grose (charles@groselawfirm.com)
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<charles@groselawfirm.com>; 'Hannah Freedman (hannah@justice360sc.org)'
<hannah@justice360sc.org>; constance.holloway@ddsn.sc.gov; Keesley, William P. Law Clerk
(Benjamin Nicholson) <wkeesleylc@sccourts.org>
Subject: Stone, Bobby
 
Attached is the fifth 120-day update, as directed by the Chief Justice. The original of the report is
being mailed to you. Thank you. [wpk]
~~~ CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE ~~~ This message is intended only for the addressee and may contain
information that is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, do not read, copy, retain, or
disseminate this message or any attachment. If you have received this message in error, please
contact the sender immediately and delete all copies of the message and any attachments.
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