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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
) 

) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
COUNTY OF RICHLAND ) 

Constance C. Washington, 

Appellant, 

vs. 

Adell T. Adams, 

Respondent. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Civil Action No.  2012 CV 40-1070927 

ORDER 

Presiding Judge: The Honorable Robert E. Hood  
Attorney for Appellant: T. Jeff Goodwyn, Jr.
Attorney for Respondent: None, pro se
Date of Hearing: March 15, 2019

This is an appeal from Magistrate’s Court Order Dated April 1, 2013 from the Upper 

Township Magistrate, Timothy Edmond.  This case involves allegations that Appellant had a 

contract between her and Defendant for home health care services between May and August of 

2009.  The Court held that Defendant was in default and as a result, the Defendant admitted all of 

the allegations in Plaintiff’s Complaint.  The Court found that the damages were liquidated under 

the contract, this finding is unappealed, and is therefore law of the case.  The Court held a hearing 

on damages April 1, 2013 and determined that the damages were not the liquidated amount alleged 

in the Complaint of $7,500, but an amount less that that of $500 plus court costs of $80 for a total 

judgment of $580.  Appellant timely filed her Notice of Appeal and a hearing was held on this 

matter March 15, 2019 before the Honorable Robert E. Hood with all parties present. 
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STANDARD OF REVIEW 

Section 18-7-170 of the South Carolina Code (1985) articulates the standard of review to 

be applied by the circuit court in an appeal of a magistrate’s judgment: 

Upon hearing the appeal, the appellate court shall give judgment according to the  justice 
of the case, without regard to technical errors and defects which do not affect the merits.  In giving 
judgment, the court may affirm or reverse the judgment of the court below, in whole or in part, as 
to any or all the parties and for errors of law or fact. 

The Magistrate Court erred in determining the amount of liquidated damages as being $500 

instead of the liquidated amount admitted to in Plaintiff’s Complaint of $7,500.  Black’s Law 

Dictionary defines liquidated damages as “an amount contractually stipulated as a reasonable 

estimation of actual damages to be recovered by one party if the other party breaches.  If the parties 

to a contract have properly agreed on liquidated damages, the sum fixed is the measure of damages 

for a breach, whether it exceeds or falls short of the actual damages.”  DAMAGES, Black's Law 

Dictionary (9th ed. 2009), damages.  Further, in Beckmann Concrete Contractors, Inc. v. United 

Fire and Cas. Co., the Court of Appeals of South Carolina held that “damages are unliquidated 

where they are an uncertain quantity, depending on no fixed standard . . . .”  In the Notice of 

Default Judgment issued by Judge Timothy Edmond on April 1, 2013, it was ordered that the 

damages sought were liquidated.  Thus the amount of liquidated damages were contractually 

stipulated at $7,500 as stated in the Complaint and the Court erred as a matter of law when it 

determined the amount of liquidated damages to be $580.  This court finds that given the finding 

that damages were liquidated, the proper amount of damage is the liquidated amount of $7,500. 

THEREFORE, this Court hereby AFFIRMS the findings that Respondent was in default 

and that damages were liquidated, and REVERSES the amount of the judgment and orders 

Appellant be granted judgment in the amount of the liquidated damages of $7,500.00.  
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AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

The Honorable Robert E. Hood 
Judge, Fifth Judicial Circuit 

, 2019 
Columbia, South Carolina
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Richland Common Pleas

Case Caption: Constance C Washington vs Adell T Adams

Case Number: 2013CP4002623

Type: Order/Damages

So Ordered

s/ R.E. Hood #2164

Electronically signed on 2019-03-20 09:59:47     page 4 of 4
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

COUNTY OF RICHLAND ) 

Constance C. Washington, 

Plaintiff/Judgment Creditor, 

vs. 

Adell T. Adams, 

Defendant/Judgment Debtor. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Judgment Roll No.  2013-CP-40-02623 

EXECUTION AGAINST JUDGMENT 

TO: RICHLAND COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 

WHEREAS, the Plaintiff/Judgment Creditor, Constance C. Washington, obtained its 

Judgment against the Defendant/Judgment Debtor, Adell T. Adams, in the amount of Seven 

Thousand Five Hundred and 00/100 Dollars ($7,500.00), as appears at Judgment Roll No. 2013-

CP-40-02623, filed in the Office of the Clerk of Court for Richland County on March 20, 2019, 

AND WHEREAS, the Judgment remains unpaid in its entirety, 

Therefore, I request that you satisfy the Judgment out of the personal property of the 

Defendant/Judgment Debtor, Adell T. Adams, or if sufficient non-exempt personal property 

cannot be found, then out of the real property in your County belonging to such Judgment Debtor 

on the day when the Judgment was so docketed in your County or at any time thereafter in whose 

hands whomsoever this property may be, and return this Execution according to law to the Clerk 

of Court in this County. 

NOW THEREFORE, we command that you satisfy this Judgment in the above amount. 
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WITNESS The Honorable Clerk of Court for Richland County, South Carolina, on this 

____ day of     , 2019. 

Clerk of Court for Richland County 

Submitted by: 

T. Jeff Goodwyn, Jr., Esquire
GOODWYN LAW FIRM, LLC
2519 Devine Street
Suite A
Columbia, SC 29205
(803) 251-4517

Attorney for Plaintiff/Judgment Creditor 
Constance C. Washington 
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Common Pleas

Case Caption: Constance C Washington vs Adell T Adams

Case Number: 2013CP4002623

Type: Execution/Issued

So Ordered

s/Jeanette W. McBride, Richland County Clerk of
Court by Alix Smith, Common Pleas Court Clerk

Electronically signed on 2019-11-01 12:05:22     page 3 of 3
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