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on it.  And if you looking in the record, I put it 

in there, but it never ruled on.  No one ruled on 

it, and it just got overlooked.  

THE COURT:  What do you want to tell me?  

Wait a minute.  I understand.  Something you 

want to clarify on this? 

MR. NORRIS:  This is deja vu.  We went 

through this exact thing on June 4th before    

Judge Bentley Price.  What he was asking for was 

the audio tapes because he claimed that these 

transcripts by court reporter -- 

MR. CLEMONS:  I object.  I wasn't asking 

for the audio.  

THE COURT:  I'm just asking for him to 

tell me the other side.  

MR. CLEMONS:  I was asking to listen to 

it.  

THE COURT:  Okay. 

MR. CLEMONS:  Him and the judge.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Let him finish.  

Go ahead.  

MR. CLEMONS:  Yes, okay. 

MR. NORRIS:  What Mr. Clemons was asking 

for was, he wanted to get the audio tapes and have 

himself, Judge Young, me listen to the audio tapes 
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because he continues to insist that at a hearing 

on January 11th of 2021 Judge Roger Young granted 

his motion to amend his complaint.  The transcript 

says, I am denying that.  The order issued by 

Judge Young says, I am denying that.  And      

Judge Bentley Price ruled on June 4th of 2021 that 

he is not entitled to access of the audio tapes 

under the rules.  Now, I think I have the 

transcript of that hearing. 

THE COURT:  Of the hearing.  That's why I 

asked audio of what, and you told me a deposition.  

That's totally different than a court hearing.  

MR. CLEMONS:  I want you to listen to the 

audio recording of the deposition and hearing, but 

mainly the hearing, if that's the one that's most 

important, because Judge Young granted my -- 

THE COURT:  There's an order in the file 

denying that motion, so that ship has sailed, so 

to speak.  Okay?  I'm not going to consider 

anything about that.  I'm not going to -- I'm not 

in a position to reconsider what another judge has 

already ruled on.  That's not my job. 

MR. CLEMONS:  I have him under 

investigation because of bias.  He was bias and 

misinformed -- 
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THE COURT:  I understand.  My job isn't 

to make those determinations?  You understand?  I 

mean, we all have a job.  I don't sit in a 

position to make a question about another judge at 

my same level's ruling.  I know you know how the 

process works in terms of appealing.  There are 

ways, you know, but it's not for me.  I don't have 

jurisdiction to do that.  Okay? 

So, I'm not going to listen to an audio 

from a hearing that another judge had.  I thought 

you were discussing depositions.  

MR. CLEMONS:  I do want to listen to the 

deposition also because that will prove -- 

THE COURT:  The deposition is on you to 

get copy of, not me.

MR. CLEMONS:  I can't get it.  I need to 

get it.  

THE COURT:  The deposition, not the court 

transcript. 

MR. CLEMONS:  I can't get a copy of the 

audio deposition.  They -- they -- they -- the 

audio.  I went to the deputy director in the 

department of justice in Columbia. 

THE COURT:  They wouldn't have anything 

to do with depositions.  
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the defendant.  If they tip even slightly in favor 

of the plaintiff, your verdict would be for the 

plaintiff. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, before we begin, 

I'm going to make a few additional comments.  

First, as I mentioned earlier, although I'm the 

only person who can tell you what the law is, you 

are the only people in this room who can determine 

what the facts are in this case.  I do not have 

the right to indicate how I might feel about the 

evidence which is presented during the trial, and 

throughout this trial my intention will be to act 

impartially toward each party. 

Secondly, from time to time, an attorney 

will object to some bit of testimony or evidence 

which the other side is seeking to present.  Just 

like in sports or any other activity, there are 

certain rules that both sides must obey in 

presenting evidence.  These rules have a purpose 

and that purpose is to ensure that the information 

you receive is trustworthy and reliable.  An 

objection is just a procedure that is used for an 

attorney to call a possible violation of rules to 

my attention.  And for this reason, you should not 

hold an objection against an attorney or a 
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that's the reason you have a blank copy.  You had not 

decided to accept State Farm's counteroffer. 

Q So I took it -- I took it home with me and I 

signed it and I brought -- and I brought it back.  

A No, sir.  

Q What did I do?  What did I do?  

A I left our office with it. 

Q Okay.

A With the blank one.  

Q Okay.  

A On July the 6th, you came into our office, 

you signed that amendment of the application.  You 

signed a revised life illustration, and we had a 

lengthy conversation.  

Q And I signed it in front of your face.  

A Absolutely, sir.  

Q Excuse me.  

MR. CLEMONS:  Your Honor, can I approach 

the bench?  

THE COURT:  Okay.  

MR. CLEMONS:  Mr. Norris, you want to 

join us?  

Well, here I go.  Okay.  Miss Peggy, have 

testified under oath in her deposition that she's 

saying now I signed it in front of her face.  
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this is not my signature.  Now, you could call it what 

you want and you can deny it all you want, but it's 

not my signature.  And my wife -- 

MR. NORRIS:  Same objection.  He's 

testifying.  

THE COURT:  Sustained. 

MR. CLEMONS:  Okay. 

THE COURT:  Ask a question.  

MR. CLEMONS:  Okay.

BY MR. CLEMONS:

Q This is not my signature.  

THE COURT:  That's not a question.  

MR. CLEMONS:  Oh, okay.  Okay. 

BY MR. CLEMONS:

Q So you're saying that this is my signature?  

A Mr. Clemons, you know that I am saying, and I 

have said on many occasions, I do not witness a 

signature that I did not personally see.  And I 

personally saw you, Mr. Clemons, sign it.  

Q Miss Peggy -- well, can anyone come into your 

office and sign for someone else?  Is that -- is 

State -- do State Farm allow you to allow anyone to 

sign for someone?  

A There are many circumstances in which there 

is legal paperwork that gives somebody the ability 
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to sign for somebody else.  It might be company 

records or officers.  It could be any number of 

things.  But in the instance of a life policy, 

when it says -- what does it say that has to be 

the signature of?  It has to be signature of 

applicant.  Who was the applicant.  You,         

Joe Clemons, were the applicant.  You and only you 

and nobody else had the authority to sign those 

two documents.  

Q Miss Peggy, I was not in our office.  

THE COURT:  No.  Questions only.  

MR. NORRIS:  Objection.  

MR. CLEMONS:  Okay.  All right.  

BY MR. CLEMONS:  

Q Let's see what other questions I have.

Okay.  All right.  Now, this copy here, not 

my signature. 

THE COURT:  Ask a question.  

BY MR. CLEMONS:

Q Yeah.  Well, you're saying this is my signature 

also?  

A Yes, sir. 

Q And when did I sign this and where did I sign 

this?  

A When you came into my office on that 
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particular afternoon, Mr. Clemons, you had on a 

form of attire that I had never you seen in.  I've 

always seen you to be a very sharp, fastidious 

dresser.  If you had on blue jeans, they had a 

crease that was so sharp. 

On this particular day, you came in 

wearing a pair of coveralls.  There was a slight 

fuel or a diesel oil smell, but not terribly 

offensive.  However, you refused to sit in a chair 

because they were upholstered chairs and you 

apologized and said, Miss Peggy, I don't want to 

mess up one your chairs.  I'll just sign this 

standing up, and that is what you did. 

Consequently, after that, I walked out in 

the hallway discussed that with my office and we 

made the decision to take those upholstered chairs 

out of my office because we did not want anybody 

to be too uncomfortable to sit and conduct 

business. 

Does that help you any remember that?  

Q No, ma'am.  

A It should. 

Q This is not my signature. 

A You know, we can come to this impasse all day 

long.  When I witness something, it is their 
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A Correct. 

Q And did you do that? 

A Yes, sir. 

MR. NORRIS:  All right.  Your Honor, I'd 

like to introduce this as Defendant's Exhibit 2. 

THE COURT:  Any objection to Defense 2 

being admitted, Mr. Clemons?  

MR. CLEMONS:  Yes, I do.  

THE COURT:  Okay.  On what basis?  

MR. CLEMONS:  This document here, I have 

never seen it.  It's falsified.  This document 

here is something they fabricated and put it 

together, because the application -- the 

application, I got it at home, and I never -- 

THE COURT:  Well, you're not waiving your 

right to make an argument about later, it's just 

whether or not -- 

MR. NORRIS:  I object. 

THE COURT:  Okay. 

MR. CLEMONS:  I object because this is a 

false document.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Over the 

objection, it will be admitted as Defense Number 

2.  

(DFT. EXH. 2, Life insurance illustration,  
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minute. 

MR. CLEMONS:  He seems like he is telling 

her what he wanted her to understand instead of 

asking a question.  

THE COURT:  Well, he can lead a little 

bit on cross-examination.  Only on cross, as 

opposed to direct, under the rules.

Okay, go ahead. 

MR. NORRIS:  All right.  I can't remember 

what I said. 

BY MR. NORRIS:

Q So when you gave this document to Mr. Clemons, 

what did he do?  

A I can't tell you for sure what he did with 

it.  He had a couple weeks -- we had 30 days to 

get an acceptance back to State Farm if he was 

going to accept it.  And so between that time and 

July the 6th when he came in to actually sign the 

documents, apparently he made the decision to 

accept it for the time being.  

Q Did he come to your office on July 6, 2010?  

A Yes, sir.

Q Now, did he just show up unannounced, or did he 

call beforehand and say, hey, I'm coming by, or what?  

How did that work?
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A I can't swear to accurately -- which one.  I 

simply know that he came.  And whether he called 

ahead of time to make sure I was there, I don't 

know.  

Q Okay.  

MR. NORRIS:  I'm going to mark this, 

please, ma'am, as Defendant's Exhibit 4. 

(DFT. EXH. 4, Amendment of application, was 

marked for identification.) 

BY MR. NORRIS:

Q I'm going to show you Miss Pinnell what the court 

reporter has marked as Defendant's Exhibit 4.  Would 

you tell the jury what that is?

A This is a faxed copy of the amendment of 

application that Mr. Clemons signed on July the 

6th.  And basically it says, "I agree this 

amendment will control over any conflicting 

language contained in the application.  The 

consideration for this amendment is the issuance 

of the policy with the agreed upon changes."  I 

should have referenced those first. 

Q Please read what's above that?  

A The title is Amendment of Application, and it 

says, "I, Joe Clemons, amend my application dated 

May 21, 2010 as follows:  Issued without waiver of 
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premium benefit rider."

Q Okay.  And did he come by your office and sign 

this? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did he sign that in your presence? 

A Absolutely.  

Q Do you have any doubt about that?  

A Absolutely none.  

Q Now, how is it that you happen to remember 

something that happened 11 years ago?  

A Well, Mr. Norris, in all honesty, if I didn't 

remember a thing about it, I could tell you that 

he signed it in the my presence because, in almost 

39 years, I have never witnessed a signature that 

I did not witness.  However, because of the 

circumstances that I already mentioned on that day 

with the very different attire, and the feeling 

that we had made an uninsured uncomfortable for a 

reason that could be avoided, and moving all the 

office furniture around, there's no way that I 

could ever forget that.  

Q Okay.  

A People in Moncks Corner think they can come 

in whether they don't like my hair or not.  They 

certainly can come in whether they don't like my 
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that we were talking about -- the document that was 

saying we was accepting the policy -- that we was 

accepting the policy of the -- what you call it?  The 

revised version of the policy.  And this is not the 

one that was talking about where you -- it was 

accepting the amendment to the policy.  Because 

there's two different issues.  Let me get my paperwork 

here so I can get you up to speed on exactly what I'm 

talking about.  

Here we go.  Now, there's -- there's 

three different signatures signed that is 

important to this case.  And, you know, Mr. Norris 

passed these out yesterday, so I wouldn't have to.  

These are his copies.  All I'll just go over it.  

There you go.  

THE COURT:  Mr. Clemons, just for the 

record, this will help us, if you can tell us what 

you're having her look at.  They should have 

little sticker labels on them. 

MR. CLEMONS:  All right. 

THE COURT:  Defense exhibit numbers.  The 

numbers on those stickers, what do those say?  Can 

you see those?  It might be tough in black and 

white. 

MR. CLEMONS:  Oh, yeah.  Let me put eyes 
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on. 

THE COURT:  Be careful. 

MR. CLEMONS:  I got my contacts in.  But, 

you know, I got lying eyes and sometimes I got to 

help my lying eyes out.  This, they call it 

Clemons Exhibit 3.  

THE COURT:  Okay, thank you. 

MR. NORRIS:  Is that a trial exhibit or a 

deposition exhibit? 

THE COURT:  I think it's the exhibit he 

said that you introduced yesterday, so it would be 

Defense Exhibit 3.

MR. NORRIS:  Okay. 

THE COURT:  Am I wrong?  I thought -- 

MR. NORRIS:  I just wanted to make sure. 

His Exhibit 3 is the same thing as our Exhibit 3. 

THE COURT:  Let's double check.  Maybe I 

shouldn't have assumed. 

MR. NORRIS:  Maybe the best thing to do 

is for him to use the exhibits I introduced 

yesterday. 

THE COURT:  That's what I though he was 

doing. 

MR. NORRIS:  No, he had something else 

over there. 
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THE COURT:  Okay.  Now, he's got the 

court reporter, so we should be good.

MR. CLEMONS:  This is what we call -- 

Mr. Norris, this is Exhibit 5.  

THE COURT:  Perfect, thank you.  I see 

the original sicker on it.  All right. 

BY MR. CLEMONS:

Q Exhibit 5, and is this your handwriting?  

A Yes.  That was established early on, yes.  

Q And where and when can you -- where, when did you 

sign this?  Do you know -- do you have any 

recollection of when, where that you might have signed 

this?  

A No.  

Q But you know that you have been in Miss Peggy's 

office --

A Yes.

Q -- on a number of occasions signing stuff, because 

these paper here, over here prove the fact -- you all, 

forgive me for not being as organized as I need to be 

because I was planning on to ask Miss Tina to come to 

the stand, and she is not here.  And they changed 

where I can't depose Miss Tina and Miss Peggy. 

MR. NORRIS:  Objection to this 

commentary.  

Testimony of Shelia Clemons 245
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 36 of 52



MR. CLEMONS:  Okay. 

THE COURT:  Jury, just strike the last couple 

comments by Mr. Clemons.  Don't give them any weight 

whatsoever.  

Go ahead, Mr. Clemons.

BY MR. CLEMONS:  

Q Well, you know -- are you familiar with this paper 

here.  Have you seen this before?  

A Yes.  

Q And where did you see -- first lay your eyes on 

these papers here?  

MR. NORRIS:  Again, Your Honor, what is 

he referring to?  He's not using the exhibits from 

yesterday.  

MR. CLEMONS:  I'm referring to the -- 

THE COURT:  Just have her identify what 

they are.  

MR. CLEMONS:  Okay. 

THE COURT:  If she knows what they are.  

MR. CLEMONS:  Okay. 

THE COURT:  Or you can help her, if you 

need to.  And she can look at them.  Go from 

there.  

BY MR. CLEMONS:  

Q Can you tell me what this -- what it is and what 
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it is about?  

A Yes.  We had a deposition with Mr. Norris, 

and he had copies of signatures which was on these 

papers here and we had to identify which ones 

was -- my husband identified by himself which ones 

was his, and I had to identify which one was 

mine.  

Q By yourself?  

A By myself, yes.

Q And what was -- and so -- and so about how many 

were yours?  And I guess I'll want you to figure out 

how many was yours.  I can figure out how many was 

mine.  

A Right.  

Q Well, how many do you think, so you don't have to 

count them, was yours?  You don't have to go back 

through, because you've -- 

A The majority of them was mine.  

Q Well, it could have been -- 

A It could be about even.  

Q Yeah. 

A It could have been about even.

Q Okay.  And apparently those signatures was 

transferred -- what's the proper word for when you, 

you know, transfer or relocate or -- you got a 
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technology -- technological word for that?  

A Transfer.  

Q -- transferred to these documents.  So, 

apparently, it had to come from a document with our 

signatures on it.  

THE COURT:  Are you asking her a 

question?  

MR. CLEMONS:  Okay, yeah.  

BY MR. CLEMONS:  

Q And did you get to see the original where these 

signatures was coming from? 

A No, no.  I only got the copies of the 

signatures, but where did they come from was not a 

physical -- was not -- was not brought to our 

attention or to the case. 

Q I mean, I could -- we could pull the deposition 

from -- from -- from yours.  We could pull the paper 

from the deposition, and where Mr. Norris, at one 

point -- it was -- in the deposition, it was 

describing that we had original copies.  

MR. NORRIS:  Objection.  Objection to -- 

MR. CLEMONS:  Okay. 

MR. NORRIS:  -- saying what I said in a 

deposition. 

THE COURT:  Sustained.  
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BY MR. CLEMONS:  

Q Okay.  So now, Miss Clemons, had -- could you -- 

do you know what this document is?  

A This is a term conversion form.  

Q Oh, so that's the application. 

A Appli -- yes.

Q Yeah, that's the application.  They got it at the 

top?  That's the application.  

A This is the form. 

Q Right.

A Yes.

Q That's the form.

A It looks like the application. 

Q Oh, the conversion form.  Yeah.

A Yes.

Q Yeah, because when I got -- because when I was 

transferring my '08 policy to the new policy, I had to 

-- I had to -- I had to fill that out. 

So is that your signature?  

A No.  

Q Okay.  All right.  All right.  It's my signature. 

Okay.  Now -- and we already established that 

this is your signature on -- this is -- so who's 

signature is this on -- and what is on the top of 

that?  This is the -- this is the con- -- the 
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conversion.  No, this is the policy.  The revised 

version policy signature of acceptance.  This is when 

you accepting the revised version of the contract and 

that is your signature.  

A Correct.  

Q But you don't remember exactly when and where you 

signed it?  

A Correct.  

Q Okay.  All right.  Now, what about this signature 

right here?  Tell me what this paper is, and what is 

that?  

A This is amendment of application.  

Q Okay.  And whose signature is that?  

A This is mine.  

Q But you can't remember signing that, or you can't 

remember when you signed it, if you signed it, was it 

signed?  Or what do you think -- describe what you see 

on this paper here.  Tell me what you think.  

A Well, as I said before with Mr. Norris, it 

looks -- honestly, it looks like a cut and paste.  

It really do.  

Q And what's a cut and paste?  

A It -- and because I'm a business teacher -- 

was, this -- it shows -- the paper is just not 

right.  The paper is 8 and a half by 11.  
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MR. NORRIS:  Your Honor, excuse me.  I 

have to object.  She's not on expert witness on 

some alleged theory of cut and paste or 

manipulation of documents and is expressing an 

opinion about whether something is a cut and paste 

job.  I don't think she's qualified to do that. 

THE COURT:  I'll allow it to a limited 

circumstance.  

MR. CLEMONS:  Can I -- 

THE COURT:  But she's already testified 

as to how she -- what she thinks, and now you can 

keep going with it.  Go ahead. 

MR. CLEMONS:  Okay.  I don't have to 

comment on that.  

THE COURT:  No.  

BY MR. CLEMONS:  

Q Okay.  Now, so -- okay.  So this paper here has 

your signature.  And these -- so -- okay, these are 

all right.  And -- okay.  So we had -- so we got three 

papers here we're dealing with.  We're dealing with -- 

we're dealing with the three signatures of my name.  

One I signed, and this is for the application for the 

policy, my signature.  These two copies here, one is 

to accept the revised version, the contract, you 

signed.  Yes or no?  
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A Yes.  

Q Okay.  You got to stay with me now.  And this one 

is the amendment with all the fine changes I told you 

to -- you know, how it been changed, and the fonts, 

and everything else different from the original.  I 

showed you all that yesterday.  We don't have to get 

into that.  Because it had the raised State Farm 

symbol on it and everything that never was signed.  So 

this is the one that it's really what this case is 

about, this signature.  And this is your signature.  

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  Now -- now, let's go to this. 

MR. CLEMONS:  Your Honor, I want to -- of 

course, Mr. Norris, I want to take all these and 

deal with them one at a time. 

Your Honor, this is a copy of our -- 

THE COURT:  What do you want to do with 

this? 

MR. CLEMONS:  I want her to -- 

THE COURT:  Come back here and talk to me 

real quick about it before you get into it.  What 

are you getting ready to do with this?  

MR. CLEMONS:  No, I thought I'd just -- 

THE COURT:  This is a pleading.  This 

isn't evidence.  
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MR. CLEMONS:  Say it again. 

THE COURT:  This is court pleading.  This 

is just a -- it's not evidence or anything like 

that.  What are you trying to do with this?  

MR. CLEMONS:  Well, I really -- this is 

for verification and validation of what been 

already established in this court.  

THE COURT:  No, sir.  This is a lawyer's 

document.  

MR. CLEMONS:  No.  Do you see -- do you 

see on the side right there, this already been 

registered in you all's system.  

THE COURT:  I understand that, but it's 

not evidence in a trial.  That's different.  This 

is a lawyer's work product.  This has -- this is 

not testimony.  This is not evidence in a trial.  

I'm not sure what you're trying to do with it.  

MR. CLEMONS:  Well, Miss -- Your Honor, 

last year in April, this was summary judgment.  We 

came before you.  

THE COURT:  Right.  

MR. CLEMONS:  You ruled on this very same 

thing -- 

THE COURT:  Right. 

MR. CLEMONS:  -- when Mr. Norris -- 
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I don't understand, but, yes, ma'am.  

THE COURT:  Mr. Clemons, listen, I'm 

sorry that you don't have an attorney sitting with 

you to explain everything to you, but, as I stated 

earlier, that's beyond my job and what I'm allowed 

to do ethically.  Okay?  

MR. CLEMONS:  Yes, ma'am.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you.  We'll 

be at ease.

(A break was taken from 11:32 a.m. to 11:49 a.m.) 

THE BAILIFF:  All rise.  Court is back in 

session.  

THE COURT:  Thank you.  Please be seated. 

All right.  I've had time to do some 

research.  Obviously, did some last night as well.  I 

always research during trials, and did some follow-up 

research now.  And in considering the arguments set 

forth by the parties and the attorneys, I am going to 

direct a verdict as to all remaining causes of action 

under the main umbrella -- point that there's been 

zero evidence set forth in this trial of any damages, 

and that's, obviously, a critical element of all the 

causes of action pled by the plaintiff. 

I will go through and delineate a little 

bit more specifically further reasoning as to each 
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